


- Chapter One -

Footsteps of the First Koreans (1883~1945) 

1. Chosun Envoys Arrived in Washington, D.C. 

The first Koreans to visit Washington, D.C. were Korean envoys sent to the U.S. following the Korea-U.S. Treaty of 

Peace, Amity and Trade, signed in May 1882. These Korean emissaries first set foot on American soil on September 

15, 1883. The Chosun Legation was opened before Japan's occupation of Korea began in 1909, and Washington, 

D.C. became the center for the Korean independence movement against Japan. In this chapter we will describe the 

Korean envoys, the situations surrounding the opening of the Korean Legation, the first Korean students in the U.S., 

and the lives of patriots Philip Jaishon and Syngman Rhee. 

Political Conditions at Departure of the Envoys 
On May 22, 1882, the Korea-U.S. Treaty of Peace, Amity and Trade (known in the U.S. as the Tre_aty of Amity 

and Commerce) was signed in the city of Inchon, with He<:m Shin representing Choson, and Commodore Robert 

W. Shufeldt representing the government of the United States. The U.S. Senate ratified the Treaty in January of the 

· following year, and in May Lucius Harwood Foote arrived in Inchon to become the first U.S. Minister to Chosun. 

After the ratifications were exchanged, the King welcomed Foote and received his credentials. This was the first time 

in Chosun history that the King had officially greeted an envoy from a Western country. Foote also was p¢rmitted 

to meet the Queen at a lavish reception held in his honor at the palace. Such hearty receptions had never been given 

to delegations from China or Japan. 

The reason for such a lavish reception for the Foote delegation was partly to celebrate the end to confrontations 

between the two countries, but also because Kojong hoped the U.S. would help prevent invasions from Russia and 

Japan and stop China's interference in Chosun's internal policies. Kojong hoped to keep Chosun independent by 

establishing a close relationship with the U.S. 

The following text, which discusses the situations and the visits by the Korean envoys to the u.s·., is based on 

One Hundred Years of Korean-American Relations, published by International History Publishers, and Topknotted 

Koreans Visited the U.S. written by Sa Joong Hong. 

Korean Envoys in the U.S. 
Kojong appointed Young Ik Min as Chosun Envoy Plenipotentiary, Young Sik Hong as Deputy Envoy, and Kwang 

Beom Suh as their assistant. The remaining members of the ten-member envoy were military attache Gil Joon Yoo, 

Young Cheol Koh, Penn Su, Kyung Seok Choi, Hong Taek Hyun, and two translators, Oh Ye Dang from China and 

Kung Kang Hang Cha Ryang from Japan. Their mission was to learn as much as possible about the country across 
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the ocean and to demonstrate Korea's desire to be independent from China - with moral support from American 

officials. 

The envoys left Inchon on board the Monocacy on July 16, 1883, increasing their number to eleven when an 

American, Percival Lowell, was hired as secretary for the mission during the month the envoys spent in Tokyo 

awaiting their departure for the United States. Leaving Yokohama for the U.S. on board the American ocean liner 

Rabic on August 18th, the envoys arrived in San Francisco on September 2, 1883. They were welcomed by Vice 

Admiral Shufeldt at the request of Minister Foote, and left for Washington, D.C. by train on September 4th, arriving 

on September 15th. This historic mission, the first visit to Washington by Koreans, lasted ten and a half months, with 

the envoys returning to Chosun on May 31, 1884. 

When the Korean envoys visited the Department of State they were greeted by Undersecretary of State Bancroft 

Davis. President Arthur and Secretary of State Frelinghuysen were in New York City, but the President had already 

appointed Ensign Foulk, an Eastern language specialist who worked at the Naval Library, and Petty Officer Mason of 

the Naval Intelligence Office, to assist the Korean envoys. On September 17th the envoys, along with Davis and the 

two naval officers, left Washington, D.C. for New York to meet the President. The envoys returned to Washington, 

D.C. on September 29th and began their official duties of learning the functions of the U.S. government. They 

negotiated invitations for diplomatic and military advisors to Korea and took only fifteen days to complete their 

official business. They visited the White House to pay their last respects to President Arthur on October 13th, getting 

only a promise from the U.S. to consider formal requests through Minister Foote concerning the diplomatic and 

military advisors. 

On October 24, 1883, Young Sik Hong and several other envoys left the U.S. on the merchant ship Lihosi, arriving 

in Inchon in December. Young 1k Min and his companions left New York City on November 16th and arrived in 

Marseilles, France, on January 12, 1884. They then traveled to England, France and Italy with Ensign Foulk guiding 

them. They returned to Inchon via the Suez Canal, Seylon (Sri Lanka), and Hong Kong, arriving home on May 31, 

1884. 

2. Opening of the Korean Legation in the U.S. 

During the six years following the signing of the Korea-U.S. Treaty of Peace, Amity and Trade Treaty, the U.S. 

minister was replaced five times, while Chosun was unable to send an official minister to the United States. The 

Chosun government delayed sending a minister because of China's intervention and their own lack of experience. In 

August 1887, the government appointed Jeong Yang Park (Juk Chun), an Interior Ministry official, as the Minister 

Plenipotentiary to the United States. 

According to Adventurers in America, written by Jong Moo Cho, Park Jeong Yang could not depart from Chosun 

for the U.S. because of China's objections and Kojong's lacked the power to override China's position. The U.S. 

protested and Park was finally able to leave Inchon in September. Minister Park's companions were Wan Yong Lee 

(11 Dang), Lee Ha Young (Kum San), Sang Jae Lee (Wol Nam), Chae Yeon Lee (Suk Guh), Jin Hee Kang, Heon Yong 

Lee, Jong Ha Lee, No Mi Kim, and Neung Up Huh. After nineteen days at sea, Minister Park and his companions 

arrived in San Francisco on the lunar calendar date of November 14th. They changed trains three times and finally 

arrived in Washington, D.C. on January 10, 1888. Despite an attempt at intervention from the Chinese Minister to 

the U.S., Park contacted the State Department and met with President Grover Cleveland on January 17, 1888. 
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The Purchase of the Legation Building 
The Chosun Legation rented office space on June 7, 1888, but the location is disputed. Chosun diplomat notes of Il 

Pyung Moon say it was 1513 15th Street. Other sources say it was at Logan Circle. Sunjoo Pang, an historian living 

in Bethesda, has recently confirmed the 15th Street address based upon various materials. This location, presently a 

parking lot, was in 1888 a new, three-story brick building facing South. The building had a reception room, offices, 

bedrooms, a dining room, bathrooms and storage rooms. The rent was in silver coins worth 780 won per year or 65 

won per month. 

At some point the Chosun Legation moved to 1500 13th Street, on what was then known as Iowa Circle. The 

building, still standing at what is now 15 Logan Circle, was purchased for $25,000 on November 28, 1891. The 

Agreement of Sale is still available and lists the seller as an individual named Brown, and the buyer as Ye, King 

of Chosun. The legation office building had nine large, high-ceilinged rooms. The second and third floors were 

reserved as living space for staff of the Legation and their families, with additional rooms in the basement. On 

June 29, 1910, immediately before the annexation of Chosun by Japan, the office building was sold by Kojong, 

Samsungsam Bosong and Cho Min Whe, the last Korean Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the 

U.S. The buyer was Uchita, the Japanese Minister, and the selling price was only $5. 

· Closing of the Korean Legation 
The Chosun legation in the United States was opened with Jeong Yang Park (Juk Chun) serving as Minister to the 

U.S. However, Chosun was in turmoil over influences exerted by its sovereign powers and Park finally became sick 

under the pressures, which included reproaches by the Chinese Minister to the U.S. He consequently returned to 

Chosun, accompanied by Sang Jae Lee, Jong Ha Lee and No Mi Kim. 

In 1893 Seung Soo Lee was appointed as the Minister Resident to the U.S. and in 1895 Kwang Beom Suh was 

appointed as the Envoy Extraordinary arrd Minister Plenipotentiary to the U.S. The following year he was replaced by 

Beom Jin Lee because individuals favoring Russia had taken power in the Chosun government. Lee was succeeded 

by Young Hwan Min, Cho Min Whe and others. All were unable to fulfill their roles because of political weakness 

back in Korea. Yoon Jeong Kim, the last Acting Minister to the U.S. sent by the Korean Empire, was instructed by 

Wan Yong Lee, the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, to leave all documents and assets to the Japanese Legation. 

On December 11, 1905, Young Chan Min, the Korean Minister to France, visited the State Department and asked 

for assistance pursuant to Chapter I of the Korean-American Peace, Amity and Trade Treaty. He reported that the 

Protectorate Agreement between Korea and Japan was invalid. The State Department responded that Min did not 

have credentials with the U.S. and his request was not consistent with the official position of Korean Legation in the 

U.S. 

Kojong sent Homer Hulbert (1863-1949) to the U.S. for help. By the time he arrived on November 18, 1905, the 

Protectorate Agreement between Korea and Japan had already been executed. Accordingly, the Korean Legation had 

to be closed by early 1906. The last official letter from the Korean Empire was sent to the U.S. offering consolation 

for the San Francisco earthquake of April 24, 1906. 

The Chosun Kingdom (from 1897, the Dae Han Empire) had a Korean Legation in Washington, D.C. for eighteen 

years, from January 1888 to December 1905. Five ministers and eight acting ministers served as diplomats. The 

following is the list of ministers, the titles, and the dates of their dates of appointments: 
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Jeong Yang Park 

Seung Soo Lee 

Young Hwan Min 

Kwang Beom Suh 

BeomJinLee 

Young Hwan Min 

YongTae Lee 

Jeong Yang Park 

Min Hee Cho 

Yoon Jeong Kim 

Korean Students in the U.S. 

Minister Plenipotentiary to the U.S. 

Councilor to the U.S. 

Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the U.S. 

Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the U.S. 

Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the U.S. 

Minister to the U.S. 

Minister to the U.S. 

Minister to the U.S. 

Minister to the U.S. 

Secretary to the U.S. 

The material in this section is taken from Adventures in America, by Jong Moo Cho. 

Penn Su 

8/20/1887 

3/12/1893 

9/29/1895 

12/13/1895 

6/20/1896 

3/20/1899 

1/30/1901 

3/12/1901 

3/20/1901 

5/2/1905 

Although until recently Philip Jaisohn was believed to have been the first Korean to graduate from an American 

college, it was Penn Su, one of the original ten envoys sent to the U.S. in 1883, who became the first Korean to 

graduate from an American college when he received a diploma from the Agricultural College of Maryland (later 

to become the University of Maryland at College Park) in 1891. Penn Su had traveled both Japan and the U.S. as a 

member of the Youth Reformation Movement prior to being sent to Washington, D.C. as an envoy. Following his 

return from his diplomatic duties, Penn Su worked for Ok Kyoon Kim, who was in exile in Japan. While employed 

by Kim, Byun met Joo Ho Min and Jeong Sik Yoon, who were running away with money stolen from a high-ranking 

official in the Chosun government. Desiring to explore a new civilization, Su took the two with him to Washington, 

D.C. where he enrolled at the Agricultural College. 

The 1887 telephone directory of Washington, D.C. lists Su's address as 1538 First Street, N.W. Tuition was free 

at the Agricultural College at the time but room and board was $160 per year at Su 's off-campus address. The school 

was similar to a military academy in that students were required to wear uniforms, and strict discipline was enforced. 

The college directory for 1887-1888 lists forty-six students. Only two foreign students were listed: Penn Su and Joo 

Ho Min (Min Choho), both from Seoul, Corea. Penn Su became an American citizen while a student and in 1891, 

four years after entering college, he received his Bachelor of Science degree. Following graduation he worked part

time at the Agricultural Department where he wrote a research paper on Japanese agriculture during his first ninety 

days at the department. After completing his report on Japanese agriculture, Penn Su obtained funding to research 

Chinese agriculture. He had started working on the project when he was killed in a train accident following a visit 

to his college on October 22, 1891. Attempting to miss being hit by an express train, he was instead struck and killed 

by a train moving in the opposite direction. Penn Su died in relative obscurity at the age of30, having failed either to 

achieve his aims or to have a family to celebrate his life. Sunjoo Pang obtained a copy of his paper which appeared 

in the U.S. Agriculture Department Monthly Report No. 89, published in October 1891. Bang commented that the 

paper was well written statistically compared with similar papers prepared at that time. 

Penn Su is buried in a Catholic cemetery in the Washington suburbs. The tombstone reads, "In memory of Penn Su. 

One of the first envoys to the U.S. died on October 22, 1891 in a train accident at the College station." These words 

were in English; however, his name was engraved on top of the tombstone in Korean. Perhaps the American admiral 

who had tried to return Su's belongings to Korea either learned some Korean from his friend or found his Korean 

name on his notes, and had it engraved on his tombstone. 
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Kwang Beom Suh and Fellow Korean Students at Howard University 
Apolitical change in 1888 forced Kwang Beom Suh to flee his own country for Washington, D.C. He was not new 

in Washington area at that time, having served there earlier as secretary to Min Yong 1k with the first Chosun envoy. 

He returned to Washington, D.C. via San Francisco and New York City and settled at 1007 13th Avenue, N. W. When 

he arrived in Washington, Penn Su and his two friends Joo Ho Min and Jeong Sik Yoon, had finished an English 

language course, and the three were enrolled at the Agriculture College of Maryland. Joo Ho Min did not finish his 

studies and returned to Korea. According to Sunjoo Pang, Penn Su and Kwang Beom Suh supported their studies by 

working at the Bureau of Vital Statistics as translators and by doing odd jobs. 

In 1891 while working for the Education Bureau, Kwang Beom Suh wrote a paper entitled, "Chosun Monarch's 

Education System." This paper was listed in four different journals published by various departments in the 

government. The paper was even translated into French for French periodicals. In the first chapter the author 

discussed Chosun's location, geography, and history, and claimed that historically Korean technology, literature 

and arts had greatly influenced Japan. When the reformation movement took power in the Korean government in 

January 1895, Kwang Beom Suh returned to Korea. He served as the Minister of Justice and then as Minister of 

Education. In December 1895 he was appointed as the Korean Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to 

the U.S., arriving in Washington, D.C. for the third time in February 1896 in the company of Seung Bong Park. As 

a consequence of the political turmoil in Korea, Bum was recalled approximately three months later. Defying the 

order of his government, he stayed in Washington, D.C. where he became ill and died in exile on August 13, 1896, 

at the age of thirty-eight. 

There were insignificant diplomatic activities during Minister Suh's three-month tenure. However, there was an 

incident involving a group of six Korean students at a school in Japan who, according to 1896 newspaper articles, 

stole seventy won from the Friendship Fund and forty won from a savings account. Byung Goo Im (19), Beom Soo 

Lee (24), Heon Sik Kim (27), Jeong Sik Ahn (23), Byung Hyun Yeo (26) and a sixth unidentified student then ran 

away to Vancouver, Canada. Their flight to Canada used up all the money they were accused of stealing. Finding 

themselves in Canada and unable to speak English, they finally visited the Japanese Consulate to ask the Consulate to 

contact Minister Suh. Minister Suh brought them to Washington, D.C. and helped them enroll at Howard University, 

where they became the first group of Korean students in the Washington area. 

The Howard University year book published in 1896 contains a picture of these six students along with a female 

believed to be Ha Ran Sa, and an unidentified female professor. The photo's caption indicates the students did not 

have any money and were assisted both directly and indirectly by the university. The students and the Prince of Korea 

· visited Suh at home almost every day until he died. His successor, Minster Beom Jin Lee, did not attend the funeral 

and prohibited his staff at the Legation from attending the services. He even refused to let a national flag be used to 

drape the casket. In response to the insult, the students demonstrated to have Minister Lee recalled to Korea. 

Philip Jaisohn (Jae Pil Suh) of Washington, D.C. 
Philip Jaisohn (1864 - 1951), one of the leaders of the Reformation Movement and a contributor to Korean 

independence and democratic development, was the first Korean to graduate from an American medical school. He 

first arrived in Washington, D.C. when the Korean Legation was officially opened in 1888. Jaisohn had been exiled 

to America via Japan along with Young Hyo Park and Kwang Beom Suh when the Reformation Movement failed in 

1884. John Wells Hollen Beck, an American, helped him to attend Hillman Academy. At twenty-four he graduated 

from Hillman and came to Washington, D.C. to look for a job. He went to the White House and attempted to meet the 

President to ask for help finding a job. The White House staff sent him to the Office of Personal Management where 
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he passed the examination to qualify for employment. While waiting for a job opening, he responded to an ad for a 

translator with the Army Medical Corp. There were about 5,000 volumes of medical books written in Chinese and 

Japanese at the Army Medical Library. Jaisohn was fluent in both languages and for some time made a comfortable 

living working as a translator. Once he was financially secure he enrolled at the Corcoran School of Science and 

the Arts of Columbian University, where he studied for one year. The Corcoran School was established as a night 

school for government employees when Columbian University, later George Washington University, moved to a new 

campus building at 15th and F Streets in 1884. 

In 1889 Jaisohn enrolled for the fall semester at Columbia Medical School. In March 1892, at the age oftwenty

eight, he completed all required courses and received a medical degree. It must have been a moving event. The 

dark-haired young man had endured all kinds of hardships to become a western medical doctor. Jeong Sik Lee, who 

wrote Phillip Jaishon, said that Jaishon could have led the quiet life of a nobleman in Korea. Instead he went to Japan 

and tried to enforce modernization through the Reformation Movement in Korea. Who would have thought that he 

would become a physician in the U.S.? 

3. The Korean Independence Movement in Washington 

Center for the Independence Movement 
Following the arrival oftheimmigration·ships to Hawaii, Korean laborers began to settle in Honolulu or California 

once their contracts expired. Accordingly, Hawaii and California naturally became centers for the Independence 

Movement. The most important concern for Koreans living overseas was the independence of their motherland. 

Because Washington, D.C. is the U.S. capitol, Koreans went there to convince Congress and the President to 

support the idea of Korean independence. The city became an important place for the Independence Movement, 

although only a small number of Koreans lived in the area. Syngman Rhee and Philip Jaisohn were the leaders of 

the Independence Movement in Washington. Dr. Rhee's activities for the Washington branch of the provisional 

Korean government and for the Independence Movement dominated the history of Korean Washingtonians from the 

beginning of the Japanese annexation of Korea until the independence of Korea from Japan. Most of the Koreans 

who remained in Washington, D.C. had direct relationship with Dr. Rhee. 

March 1 Movement and the Upheaval of Independence 
Koreans were totally discouraged after Japan annexed Korea in 1910. There were three important leaders of the 

Independence Movement in the U.S. - Syngman Rhee, Chang Ho Ahn (Dosan), and Yong Man Park. These leaders 

felt that all Koreans in the U.S. should be organized to support independence of Korea and they tried to be the 

source of the funding needed for the Independence Movement since Koreans in the U.S. were better off financially 

than Koreans in other countries. Each of the three believed in a different path to independence - Ahn emphasized 

education; Park believed in the armed forces; Rhee pursued diplomatic means to achieve independence, and thereby 

chose Washington for his activities. 

Syngman Rhee (1875-1965) was born at Pyungsan, in Whanghae Providence, as an only son. He tried and failed 

several times to pass the state examination to become a government official. He entered Bae Jae school and received 

an education under the new system, later becoming a Christian and front-liner for the Reform Movement. He joined 

the Association of Independence, and at one time was sentenced to life in prison for his anti-government activities. 

Young Hwan Min used his influence with the government to obtain Rhee's release, and in 1904 Rhee went the U.S. 
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to appeal to the American government to stop Japan's colonization of Korea. 

Unable to accomplish that goal, but unwilling to return to Korea, he entered Columbian School of George 

Washington University in 1905, taking courses in English, American History, French, philosophy, astronomy, 

economics, sociology, classical languages and western history. Bong Su, the only son from Rhee's first marriage to 

Park, came to live with him when the boy was fourteen. Bong Su was the seventh generation only son, and he died 

of typhus the year following his arrival. A heart-broken Rhee dedicated himself to his studies; receiving a Ph.D. in 

political science from Princeton in 1910, which followed his Master's degree in political science from Harvard and 

an undergraduate degree from George Washington University 

On Marchl, 1919, there was a major uprising in Korea calling for independence. A provisional government was 

formed in Shanghai on April 17th. Rhee became Premier, and later, President. He opened an office in the Continental 

Building at 14th and H Streets, performing diplomatic duties with the help ofKyu Sik Kim who came back from 

Paris, Dae Wie Lee and Byung Jik Im. Im, who worked also as the secretary to Rhee, wrote in his reminiscences: 

"President Woodrow Wilson refused to officially recognize the temporary government of Korea as urged by Rhee. 

President Wilson's view, released through the State Department, was that recognition of the provisional government 

would make Japan anxious and the United States might not get cooperation from Japan in keeping the peace in the 

Orient. Dr. Rhee was deeply disappointed by this. President Wilson was at one time Rhee's revered teacher and a 

world renowned peacemaker. His position of sacrificing independence for Korea in order to keep the super-powers 

balanced surprised Dr. Rhee." 

Syngman Rhee had to revise his tactics in response to the attitude shown by the U.S. He decided to directly inform 

American citizens of the Korean situation. He sponsored seminars for Americans and issued publications on the 

Korean situation, hoping the information would encourage the American public to pressure their government to do 

something about it. His efforts met with some success. According to the Independence News, published January 

15, 1921, Korean issues with Japan were mentioned about 9,000 times in newspapers between March 1919 and 

September 1920, with fully 8,950 expressing sentiments sympathetic to Korea. 

The year 1921 brought additional good news to participants in the Korean Independence Movement. In November 

of that year an international conference was held in Washington, D.C. to promote arms reduction and to discuss 

policies for world peace, focusing on Pacific and Far East nations. Nine countries, including the United States, Great 

Britain, France, and Italy, participated in the conference. Leaders of the Korean Independence Movement hoped to 

resolve the Korean issue for independence at this conference by successfully presenting the issue, which they had not 

been able to present earlier at the Peace Conference held in Paris. Chang Ho Ahn (Dosan), Jeong Huh and Byung Ok 

Cho made preparations for this meeting, but were disappointed to learn that neither conference was concerned with the 

desire of Korean people and the provisional government. On March 23, 1925, the provisional government impeached 

President Rhee, who had devoted himself to diplomatic activities in Washington, D.C. On April 10, the provisional 

government decided to eliminate the American Committee for the Korean Independence Movement. The reason for 

the elimination of the committee was stated in Administrative Order No. 1, signed by President Eun Sik Park: 

"The American Committee was founded as a diplomatic mission. Former Acting President Syngman Rhee formed 

the committee illegally without getting permission from the cabinet counsel and chief of foreign affairs. This caused 

administrative confusion for the government. Rhee acted on his own without reporting his diplomatic activities to 

the government. There are no formal records of the committee's actions. Therefore, I order that the committee be 

abolished." 
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Despite this notice, Rhee maintained the American committee until 1928. In Washington, D.C., Do Yeon Kim, 
Hyun Cheol Kim, Chi Young Yoon and other Korean students assisted Rhee. 

Syngman Rhee's Activities - Independence Movement Prior to World War II 
With the China-Japan War in 1937 and the European War in 1939, the Independence Movement came alive again. 

Koreans in the United States were ready to do something as the American war against Japan was imminent. On April 
20, 1941, the representatives of all Koreans living overseas met in Honolulu to discuss what they should do for the 
Independence Movement in response to the international situation. For various reasons representatives for the Far 
East were missing from the meeting, which lasted eight days. The representatives agreed on nine issues, including a 
unified movement for independence, support for the provisional government, military action, support for American 
defense, establishment of a diplomatic agency in the U.S. and fond-raising for the Independence Movement. They 
also agreed to form the Association of Koreans in America. 

In 1941 the provisional government formed the Korean Commission in Washington, D.C. and appointed Syngman 
Rhee as the chairman to be responsible for American diplomacy. In August 1941 President Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill announced the Atlantic Charter. The provisional government welcomed 
the news. It sought help from the U.S. and Great Britain for recognition and military assistance, and declared its 
intention to participate with allied nations in the world to achieve a victory in fighting for independence. 

On December 7, 1941, the Pacific War broke out. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor sparked the U.S. entrance into 
World War II, which meant to Koreans that independence for Korea was around the comer. Koreans who had fought 
for the independence of motherland for thirty years were hopeful. The next day, on December 8, the provisional 
government announced to the world that it would fight against Japan as a member of the Allied Forces. There was 
another meeting of the Korean representatives in Washington D.C. early in 1942. This meeting was sponsored by 
the Korean Commission to drum up support for the Association of Koreans in America and the Korean-American 
Association, and to develop more effective measures to achieve independence. From February 27th through March 
1, 194 2, about one hundred representatives from all over the world and one hundred American dignitaries gathered at 
the Lafayette Hotel in Washington, D.C. The American broadcasting station, WINX, covered this event and ordinary 
Americans showed interest in the meeting. 

The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 

Place: 
Date: 

February 27, 1942 (Friday) 
Registration: 
Evening program; 
Coordinator: 
Master of Ceremony: 
Opening Remark: 
Speakers: 

Lafayette Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
Twenty-fourth years of Dae Han Min Gook 
February 27, 1942-March 1, 1942 

2:30 - 5:30 pm 
From 7:30pm 
Ho Kim, Chairman, Association of Koreans in America 
Jerome Williams, Korean-American Association 
Dr. Syngman Rhee, Chairman, Korean Commission 
John M. Cody, Representative, State of Washington 
In Ae Gong, MBS conunentator 
Richard Eaten, President, American University 
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National Anthem: 

February 28, 1942 (Ssturday) 

Dr. F. Douglas 

Deok Soon Min 

Meeting of Korean representatives only, from 10 am 

Coordinator: Ho Kim 

Recital of Declaration 

of Independence: 

Speakers: 

Seok Yoon Chang 

Ki Young Chang 

Jong Ik Song 

Chang Ha Hwang 

Reception: 3 pm 
Meeting at American University Presidents home from 7 pm 

Coordinator: Jong Ik Song, Comptroller, Executive Committee 

Master of Ceremony: John W. Stacker, Esq., Korean Commission 

Vocal Solo: Sook JaAhn 

Speakers: 

String Performance: 

Speakers: 

March 1, 1942 (Sunday) 

Yong Joong Kim, correspondent, Association of Koreans in America 

Mrs. George A. Peach, writer and lecturer 

UrutwaiKim 

Gal Tae Woo, Legal Dept.,Korean Association in Philippines 

Philip Jaisohn, MD, former advisor to the King 

Anniversary Day of 1919 Declaration of Independence 

Coordinator: Dr. Syngman Rhee 

Benediction: 

National Anthem: 

Minister F.B. Harris 

Marian Kim 
Recital of Declaration of Independence 

Speakers: Homer Herbert, Former Advisor to the King 

Dr. Morris William, Vice Chairman, China-America Aid 

Dr. Jeok Ho, Chinese Ambassador of the U.S. 

James Cromwell, former U.S. Ambassador to Canada 

(Agenda information was provided by Shin Han Min Bo) 

Dr. Syngman Rhee broadcasted an independence message to his fellow Koreans in America and in Asia on July 

16, 1942. His message was as follows, 

"This is Syngman Rhee. As a representative of the provisional Korean government, I am speaking from Washington, 

D.C., the capital of the United States. I would like to send a few encouraging words to those who have been fighting 

for our liberty. Friends, we are fighting for the republic! Do not fall victim to Japan's slandering words. Do not 

despair. Japan is trying to deceive us all with false propaganda. She asserts that Japan is winning the war. She is 
proud to say that her military power is superior to the rest of the world. She is saying that she will conquer the world 

soon. Japan is doing this to have us in despair, to give up our fight against them and surrender. We shall not be 

deceived by them ... Our goal is to conquer our enemy, the Japanese, and to get back our peace, liberty and wealth. 

American and Allied soldiers are fighting Japan on the Pacific. They are attacking over the sea, land and in the air. 
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The Japanese capital will be bombed. We shall win the war. Never be deceived. Be courageous. Let's fight for 

liberty with courage. The future is ours." (Provided by Shin Han Min Bo.) 

On September 27, 1943, the committee led by Syngman Rhee disbanded. The Association of Koreans in America 

opened an office for diplomatic affairs in Washington, D.C. and appointed Yong Joong Kim as the general manager 

and Kyung Moo Chun as a representative. Because of the two offices in Washington, D.C., diplomatic activities 

ran into trouble. In May 1944, Syngman Rhee restructured the Korean Commission and worked even harder for 

independence in anticipation of victory in the Pacific War. The officers of the commission were: 

Internal Affairs: Chang Ha Hwang, Chairman 

Sa Yong Hwang 

Education: 

Finances: 

Ki Won Sung 

JaeHwanNah 

Hong Ki Kim 

In Myung Chang 

Dae Hong Cho 

Chang Young Im, Chairman 

Hyun Cheol Kim 

MinSooBae 

Jin Hong Kim 

GehBongKim 
Se Seon Kim, Chairman 

11 Han Yoo 

Joon Seong Kim 

Yeom Namgoong 

Yong Jin Choi 

Cheo Seon Jin 

Je Im Shin 

Political Affairs: Byung Jik Im, Chaiman 

Byung Doo Lee 

PyoWookHan 

Beom Goo Park 

Mary Lee 

Pyo Wook Han, Korean Ambassador to Thailand (formerly Korean Minister Plenipotentiary to the U.S.) was a 

student at Syracuse University. He had learned about Dr. Rhee through a local newspaper and came to Washington, 

D.C. to join him in his efforts. He wrote of his experiences with Dr. Rhee in his book, Korean-American Diplomacy. 

The following is an excerpt: 

"Although Dr. Syngman Rhee was not successful in getting help from President Roosevelt or the State Department 

to have the provisional government be recognized, he had many good American friends who supported him. His 

friends were John W. Stacker, an attorney in Washington, D.C., Jerome Williams, a reporter with the INS (UPI), Dr. 

Brown Harris, the Chaplain of the Senate, Preston Goodpell, Director of OSS in the Defense Department, Colonel 

Goodfellow, Dr. Herbert and Dr. Scoffield. 
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"Dr. Rhee accomplished two major results with the help of these friends. First, Dr. Rhee helped Koreans in America 

establish their status. Dr. Rhee did not like the way the United States government treated Koreans as Japanese -

especially the way American began to treat Japanese as the enemy after the Pacific War started. It was humiliating 

for Koreans to be mistreated as Japanese, who were America's enemy. Dr. Rhee visited the Attorney General and 

explained this dilemma and asked him to treat us as Koreans. Dr. Rhee's request was accepted as valid one. The 

Justice Department collected the Japanese passports from Koreans and distributed identifications of Friendly Alien, 

with which Koreans were allowed to carry cameras. 

"Secondly, he contacted the OSS to select one hundred Koreans in America to be trained as a special unit and 

to send them to attack Japanese forces in the rear. The war ended before the unit could be used but the unit was 

stationed in the Far East to perform various duties after the war. The members in the unit included Ki Young Chang, 

Soon Yong Lee and Kil Joon Kim. At this time, Dr. Rhee expanded and restructured the U.S. Commission of the 

Provisional Government. He was recruiting Korean students in America to help with the function of the commission. 

I was part of the political and intelligence network. Beginning in late 1942, Dr. Rhee sponsored many dinner parties 

to campaign for Korean independence to Americans visiting from major cities throughout the nation. I always 

bought a ticket for a table whenever he had a party. The funds for the parties were donated by the Koreans in the 

United States. One day Dr. Rhee wanted to know where the cherry trees were planted when the mayor of Tokyo sent 

them to the U.S. as a gesture of friendship. Some Americans chopped the fully grown cherry trees down in anger 

after the Pearl Harbor attack. The U.S. Interior Department understood the feelings of citizens but dispatched guards 

to prevent further damage to the trees, which were innocent. 

"As directed by Dr. Rhee, I went to the Library of Congress with Woon Soo Chung, a student, and looked up the 

Japanese encyclopedia. To our surprise, two-fold cherry trees in Japan came originally from Ullung Island. Dr. Rhee 

took the source and went to the Interior Department and suggested renaming the cherry trees as Korean cherry trees. 

Later, the Interior Department indicated they could not call Korean cherry trees and decided to call them the Oriental 

cherry trees instead. Realizing Dr. Rhee's disappointment, President Paul F. Douglass of the American University 

suggested 'Let's plant some Korean cherry trees on our campus.' The cherry trees Dr. Rhee planted on campus at the 

American University are now standing tall." 

One of Dr. Rhee's good friends during his stay in Washington, D.C. was Dr. Robert Oliver, who was head of the U.S. 

Food Administration. Dr. Oliver first met Syngman Rhee in September 1942 when Dr. Rhee was sixty seven. Dr. 

Oliver was impressed with Dr. Rhee's work and provided dedicated support to Dr. Rhee and independence for Korea. 

The good relationship between these two was discussed in his book, Syngman Rhee and American Involvement in 

Korea, 1942-1960, which was published in 1978. 

In 1942, Washington, D.C. was home to the Association of Koreans in America, which was headed by Yong Joong 

Kim, and the U.S. Commission of the provisional government, which was headed by Syngman Rhee. There were 

six Korean students, Woon Soo Chung, Pyo Wook Han, Young Bo Han, Ki Won Chung and Kim in the area. These 

students were not enrolled in schools but worked for the U.S. government where individuals from Asia were needed. 

Byung Jik Im, Won Soon Lee, Ki Young Chang, Se Seon Kim, and Han Kyung Chungg assisted Syngman Rhee with 

his efforts for the Independence Movement. Among the many Korean students who met personally with Syngman 

Rhee and Philip Jaisohn, Dr. Chai Chang Choi is the only survivor who worked with Dr. Rhee and he remembers 

those days as follows, 

"I met Dr. Jaisohn several times around the time Korea was liberated, when he was about eighty or eighty-two. 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 11 



I met him in his office in Pennsylvania and in his home not far from his office. He was healthy for his age and 

cheerful. He had his medical bag and a few medical devices like a microscope in his office. Looking at his medical 

bag, I recalled that I came to the United States with a bag and I endured hardships to support myself through medical 

school. When I listened to Dr. Jaisohn's story of how he supported his schooling, it was so similar to mine I had to 

laugh. I was inspired by his words, 'Never depend on others. You should develop your own course and proceed. ' I 

fully agreed with him. I have lived with the same philosophy all my life. He also said, 'Human beings should take 

care of themselves. They should not cause any inconveniences to others. Some people simply took others hard

earned money in the name of Korean Independence. They are merely dishonest persons.' 

"I met Syngman Rhee at the farm owned by Byung Goo Yoon ofNew Jersey in 1929. Dr Rhee was fifty-four and 

I was a twenty-three year old medical student in Virginia. I came to the farm to work for school expenses during the 

summer vacation. Syngman Rhee stayed there about two weeks. He and Yoon, the owner of the farm, were about 

the same age and they worked together for the Independence Movement a lot. I was not interested in politics then, 

because I was only concerned with how to support myself as a student. He was dressed casually and wore sneakers. 

I noticed he still wore sneakers when I visited him in the presidential residence in 1948. I thought that he was very 

fond of sneakers." 

4. Koreans in Washington, D.C. before the Liberation on August 15, 1945 

Syngman Rhee ran the U.S. Commission well under the rapidly changing situations. He worked hard to attract 

the attention of the White House, Congress and the State Department for the Korean Independence Movement. His 

top priority was to have the American government recognize the provisional Korean government in Shanghai as an 

official one. Pyo Wook Hanclosed watched Rhee's reactions to rapid-changing international events at that time. Han 

describes, 

"Dr. Rhee was nervous about the Yalta Conference which was held in February 1945. He was concerned with 

the role of Russia. He sent a protest letter to President Roosevelt and the State Department. 'I am afraid that the 

Russians might invade the Korean peninsula to establish a communist country. There is an intelligence report that 

they are forming a Committee for Liberation of Korea in Vladivostok. I am afraid that Russia would invade Korea 

from this position as it did t~ Poland. The only way to stop this is for the United States to immediately and officially 

recognize the Korean provisional government.' 

"The State Department never responded to the several letters sent by Dr. Rhee. Years after the Korean liberation, I 

researched for those letters at the State Department. They kept Dr. Rhee's letters in a file. There was the same note 

on each of those letters. 'The contents are too controversial. No response. G.M.' Thos initials were the initials for 

George McCune who handled the correspondence. He was born in Pyong Yang and his parents were missionaries. 

It is unknown how he felt about Koreans; however, it is true that he was not sympathetic to Korean leaders while 

working for the State Department. 

"Dr. Rhee wrote a letter to President Harry S. Truman around the time of the May 15th meeting in San Francisco to 

form the United Nations. His letter was similar to the one he had sent to President Roosevelt. He added in his letter 

that a representative of the provisional Korean government should participate in the meeting at least as an observer. 

A few days later, President Truman sent a response through the Undersecretary of State to Dr. Rhee, chairman of 

Korean Commission, Paraphrased, it read, 
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· "There was not any secret pact at the Yalta Conference. As to Korean independence, we still maintain the same position 
since the Cairo Summit. We acknowledge the need for Korean independence. There are no special requirements 
to be met in order to participate in the meeting to form the U.N. However, those provisional governments who are 
participating in this meeting have their governments in their countries. The Korean provisional government does not 
meet the legal means to establish the government nor does it have the experience in governing people." 

Japan finally surrendered unconditionally on August 15, 1945. Se Seon Kirn, who was working for the State 
Department, learned the news first and ran to Dr. Rhee to give him the good news. Dr. Rhee was watering his plants 
when Kirn showed him the telegram indicating that Japan had surrendered unconditionally. He was overwhelmed 
with joy. He went to his room in a hurry to write a statement to the Korean people. He asked for an English statement 
to Jerome Williams, a well-known correspondent who had helped us for a long time. Pyo Wook Hanremembers, 

"All Koreans residing in the Washington area came over to Dr. Rhee's residence. Dr. Rhee, Byung Jik Im, Ki 
Young Chang, my wife and I, and other close Koreans watched the people who jumped into the streets celebrating 
the defeat of Japan. We went to a Chinese restaurant called the Chinese lantern near Union Station and had lunch 
there. Dr. Rhee was happy but he showed some concern regarding Russia's next move. He was afraid that there 
might be a bloody battle between the nationalists and the communists in Korea unless the United States handled the 
matter properly. I did not fully comprehend what he meant by that at the time. Through the Korean War which broke 
out on June 25, 1950, I was stunned by what he foresaw. Dr. Rhee was in a hurry to return to Korea. Byung Jik Im 
contacted the State Department to negotiate Dr. Rhee's return to Korea, and I assisted Dr. Rhee in his preparations. 
Dr. Rhee made Byung Jik Im, a colonel, a liaison officer in contact in the U.S. Defense Department. However, it 
was not easy for Dr. Rhee to leave the U.S. The State Department used many means to prevent his departure. The 
main reason given was that the provisional Korean government had never been recognized by the U.S., and Koreans 
would lose their chance to elect their own leader if Dr. Rhee returned to Korea to claim his position as president of 
the provisional government. The U.S. Defense Department, however, sympathized with Dr. Rhee's situation, as his 
work with the OSS had made a good impression. Col. Goodfellow especially helped with procedures for Dr. Rhee's 
return. He succeeded in obtaining permission from General Douglas McArthur, who was anti-communist, to let Dr. 
Rhee return. Gen. McArthur asked the commanding officer of the U.S. forces stationed in Korea to greet Dr. Rhee 
as a hero. However, due to the State Department's insistence, Dr. Rhee had to return to Korea as an ordinary citizen, 
not as a leader of the provisional governrnent. Dr. Rhee arrived in Seoul by a U.S. Air Force plane on October 16, 
1945, thirty-three years after he left his motherland." 
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- Chapter Two -

Germination of the Korean Community 

The germination period of the Korean community covers about 1950 through the 1970's. A number of Koreans 

came to Washington, D.C. when the Korean Embassy opened in 1949 and a second wave came around the time 

when the Korean War broke out on June 25, 1950. There were 400 to 500 Koreans, mostly students, in the area 

by 1960. The Social Meeting for Koreans, Korean Student Association, Korean-Americans Women's Association, 

Scholarship Foundation, and other groups and associations emerged during this period. Koreans in those days were 

happy to exchange telephone numbers when they ran across fellow Koreans in the streets. The community worried 

about the motherland at war and painfully observed turmoil like the Korean War, the April 19th Student Revolution 

and the May 16th Revolution that occurred in their homeland. The Korean community in the Washington area was 

formed mainly by "proud Koreans," who were studying and working hard, hoping someday to contribute to their 

motherland. 

1. Opening of the Korean Embassy 

The story of the opening of the Korean Embassy to the U.S. after the liberation of Korea is recounted in the journal 

of Pyo Wook Han. He was about to depart for Korea after getting his doctorate from the University of Michigan 

when he received a telegram from Dr. Rhee, who had returned to Korea. This is from his journal: 

"The telegram stated, 'Postpone your departure to return to Korea and wait for my next message.' I was at a loss at 

what to do. Then another telegram came, saying, 'Dr. Myun Chang (John Chang) will go to America as the Korean 

Ambassador to the U.S. I want you to go to Washington, D.C. and work for him. 

"In December 1948, Dr. Chang served as a representative at the United Nations meeting held in Paris, France. The 

U.N. passed a resolution that the only recognized government in Korea was Han Gook. Dr. Chang returned to Korea 

and in January 1949 was appointed Ambassador to the U.S. Dr. Chang immediately returned to the U.S. going first 

to Ki Young Chang's apartment to discuss diplomatic duties, spending several days with him. Ambassador Chang 

began his duties with the appointment of Se Seon Kim, a student, as procurement officer (counselor). Ambassador 

Chang, Counselor Kim, and one secretary comprised the Korean Embassy. I had to do everything for them except 

clean the office. We had to look for space for the Embassy and a residence for Dr. Chang. Dr. Rhee's friend, Stacker, 

donated three rooms in the Columbia building he owned on 5th Street in northwest Washington." 

Purchase of the Embassy Building 
"President Rhee, with a $100,000 budget, ordered the purchase of a building for the Embassy in the summer of 

1949. He knew the pathetic situation of the Embassy occupying rented space. Since I was familiar with the city, 
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I looked around for an appropriate building, visiting several realtors. Eventually I found a three-story building on 

23rd and Massachusetts Avenue. It was located on Sheridan Circle close to other Embassy. I purchased it for the 

entire budget of$100,000. This building is the current Korean Counselor's Office. The previous owner was Frank 

Horgan, who was a famous attorney in the 1920's. He owned the largest collection of the works of Shakespeare, 

and he maintained a library in the building. Azaleas filled the parking lot behind the building. We found the original 

architect and added extensions to the building to have space for a residence. That cost another $100,000." 

The Embassy Opens 
"Although the Embassy was not an impressive place, nevertheless, the embassy work began. Counselor Se Seon 

Kirn worked on importing food, cotton, and other acquisitions for the Korean government in the U.S. All remaining 

work was done by Ambassador Chang and me. We had private offices with a room in between that was shared 

by two American secretaries. Another room was rented on the second floor for Kirn. We used old office furniture 

that had been left there by the previous tenant. My wife and I rented a room on the seventh floor at the Dupont 

Plaza Hotel, and Ambassador Chang rented a room at the Wardman Park Hotel. On May 25, 1948, Ambassador 

Chang submitted credentials to President Truman. I wrote the English version of them and they were printed in the 

newsletter published by the State Department. At that time Ambassador Chang was alone, but a few months later his 

family joined him. It was crucial that the Ambassador own a car, so we bought one for him and hired a black driver 

named Wickie. He was such a dedicated worker that when he died from a heart attack four years later, we decided 

to hire his nephew as our new driver. 

"The ambassador and I had to learn everything about diplomacy the way a child learns to walk. There was a 

diplomatic party almost every n:ight. Ifl were going with the ambassador, I could get a ride in his car. Otherwise, I 

had to take a cab. After running around solo for about a year, a few others were added to our staff to share the work. 

Woon Sang Choi (former ambassador to Jamaica), 11 Yook Oh (the youngest son of Se Chang Oh), Seong Beom Lee 

(currently CEO of Bum Yang), and Walter K. Park were appointed to various positions. 

2. Korean War and Korean Society 

The Korean War began on June 25, 1950, when North Korean troops, backed by the Soviets and Chinese, attacked 

South Korea. Although the Korean Embassy in Washington was far from where the war broke out, the roles played at 

the Embassy were important and the conditions were no different from those at war. We shall look at the moves of the 

Korean Embassy and Korean-Americans at the time the Korean War broke out, as told by Pyo Wook Han below. 

War Breaks Out 
"On June 24, 1950 at 9 p.m. local Washington time, I received a call from Donald Gonzales of the UPI, who worked 

the night shift at the Washington Bureau. Although nights were often filled with diplomatic parties, I was home on 

that particular night. My wife was six months into her pregnancy. We had waited six years after our marriage to have 

a child because we were both students at the time of our marriage. 

"Gonzales asked, 'Do you know that your country is being attacked by the North Koreans?' For a moment, I 

thought he was kidding but the tone of his voice made me recognize it as the truth. lasked, 'Is this from a reliable 

source?' He said, 'I just heard from Seoul that North Korea began the attack. Did you not hear anything from your 

government?' He was referring to the news having been broken to the world by Jack Jones, a UPI reporter. I asked 

Gonzales to call me back if he heard anything more. 
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"I decided to report this to Ambassador Chang immediately. He had been attending a cocktail party or dinner party 

almost every night. Surprisingly, he was at his residence that night I told him what I had just been told and that I was 

on my way to his residence. When I got there, at about l O p.m., I repeated the story in person. 

"Ambassador Chang and I felt dismal. The State Department requested Ambassador Chang's presence and we 

arrived there at approximately 10:40 p.m. We were met by Assistant Secretary Rust who guided us to a private 

room. He told us that he had received a telegram from Ambassador Muccio stating that the North Korean had indeed 

attacked the South. He also asked us whether we had heard anything from our government. We told him we had not 

and asked him whether America would back us. He said that he was not in a position to say anything officially. He 

asked us to let him know as soon as we received any word from our government. He also said he expected detailed 

reports from the American Embassy in Se01.d. 

"We agreed to notify him as soon as we heard anything from our government, and left the private room. Ambassador 

Chang and I discussed what we would tell the reporters that we had seen as we entered the State Department building. 

We told the reporters that the North Korea's attack was unprovoked aggression backed by the Soviet Union. We 

told them the war plans, directions, and support came from the Soviets and emphasized the importance of American 

military assistance. We returned to the Embassy near midnight. 

"The phone rang. I picked it up. It was an international call from President Rhee at Kyung-Moo Dae, the presidential 

residence. There was a lot of noise in the background, which led me believe that there was an emergency cabinet 

meeting there. President Rhee was calm. 'Phillip, how is everything? They invaded us. Our Armed Forces are 

fighting well, but I am concerned whether we can stop them. We are ready to fight to the end. We need American aid. 

Is Ambassador Chang there?' For a man of seventy-two years, his voice was very powerful and full of confidence. 

From his tone of voice I realized how he was feeling. He said the same things to the ambassador. It was the first call 

we received directly from President Rhee. He also asked us to tell General 11 Kwon Chung and Admiral Won 11 Sohn 

to return to Korea immediately. At that time they were in Hawaii on their way back to Korea, having negotiated with 

Washington for arms aid." 

3. Formation of Korean Groups 

In the spring of 1950 there were twenty-two Koreans in Washington, D.C., seven of whom were Korean Embassy 

staff and their families. The remaining fifteen were students. Walter K. Park, who worked as the procurement officer 

at the Eml?assy, recalls getting off a streetcar on F Street before the Korean War began in June. He approached 

an oriental couple waiting to ride the streetcar and asked, "You are Koreans, aren't you?" They were so glad to 

exchange greetings and went with Park to a nearby restaurant where they had a nice talk. Park vividly remembers 

this and how happy everyone was when they happened to meet other Koreans here. The young couple was Byung 

Cheol Koh, who finished Oregon University and was a student at George Washington University Graduate School, 

and his wife Ruby, who was a second generation Korean-American. 

It was rare to run across Asians, let alone Koreans, in the Washington area in 1950. The Koreans in the area 

included Yong Joong Kim, who had become wealthy through ownership of an orchard in California, and was now 

publishing an English newspaper; Chang Soon Kim, who opened the Korean-American Culture Center to provide 

information to Koreans who were interested in studying abroad; Taek Mo Kang, who came to the U.S. to study with 

a scholarship from the Korean Presbyterian Church but had dropped out of school; and Min, who operated a dry 
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cleaning establishment. Korean students included Byung Cheol Koh, Key P. Yang (Ki Baek Yang), Keun Ahn, Joo 

Man Chun, Jong Hoon Lee, and Choon Ryung Lee. 

Park had come to the U.S. to study while still a teenager during the time Japan ruled Korea. Ajoumal entry 

expresses his disappointment in learning that some Koreans disliked each other and werereluctant to associate with 

each other despite being so few in numbers. Park recalled the closeness to other Koreans that he had experienced 

while a student and how they helped one another with their studies. Now Koreans, both students and non-students, 

complained that they didn't receive adequate attention from their Embassy. The situation changed once the Korean 

War broke out. The news about the war was reported daily in detail by American newspapers, and scenes of the war 

were shown before the movies at theaters. Koreans frequently met each other to exchange information when they 

went to the movies to watch the news about the war or when they visited the Embassy to inquire about their families 

and hometowns. 

The Korean Social Group 
In August 1950, Woon Sang Choi, 11 Yook Oh, and Seong Wook Hong joined the staff of the Embassy as third class 

secretaries along with three additional staff of the Foreign Ministry who came for training. In September four or five 

Korean students transferred to schools in the Washington area. The number of Koreans in the area was increasing. 

Walter K. Park, who maintained close contacts with the students, invited them to get together on December 9, 1950. 

Those present were Seong Wook Hong at the Embassy; Seong Beom Lee, who was a member of the procurement 

group; Byung Cheol Koh of George Washington University; Choon Ryung Lee, Jong Hoon Lee and Ki Baek Yang 

of American University; and Joo Man Chun and Keun Ahn ofD.C. College of Education. 

The students were having refreshments and talking about the Korean War when Park suggested that they have 

this sort of social meeting regularly. Some opposed the idea but the majority favored it. They decided to call the 

group the "Korean Social Group." Establishing governing rules was delayed, but they did elect Byung Cheol Koh 

as president of group because he had a home. The decision was made to meet at Koh's home every Saturday. This 

was the first group that Koreans organized in the Washington area and eventually it developed into today's Korean 

Association of the Greater Washington area. 

As the Korean War advanced, the Defense Mapping Agency of the Defense Department wanted to change from 

Japanese to Korean on the map of the Korean peninsula. They needed translators who knew both languages well. 

In 1951, when the Defense Department hired some Koreans for this project, increasing the number of Koreans in the 

area to about fifty, the Korean Social Group decided to meet once a month instead of weekly. 

By 1953 there were more than a hundred Koreans in the Washington area, excluding children. Such large numbers 

required the group to formulate rules. A constitution was chartered and the name of the group was changed to "Korean 

Residents in Washington." The constitution contained nine provisions, the first ofwhich declared the group's title. 

The second provision defined the purpose of the group and stated, "The goal of this group as a nonpolitical group is 

to promote friendship among Koreans, welfare of Koreans and friendship with people of friendly nations." 

Their temporary office was at 3200 19th Street. A five-member committee operated this office with one serving 

as the group's president. Provision five of the constitution declared that any Korean in the Washington area could 

become a member. The membership fee was $5 per year. This was the first constitution written by the Korean 

community in the Washington area. 
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Election of 'Koreans in Washington' Officers 
The majority of the Korean residents in the Washington area belonged to Korean church groups. Naturally, the 

social group's activities were scheduled in conjunction with those of area churches. The general meetings for the 

group were usually held after the field church services and as membership grew the locations for the general meeting 

changed to accommodate their growing numbers. It was at these meetings that the President was chosen; although 

at first the position had to be forced on someone since no one wanted the office. In 1968, the tenth president, Dong 

Jin Kim, was the first President to be elected by ballot. 

Korean Social Life in the 1950's 
In the 1950s, it was an impossible dream for Korean to own a house or a car. The majority of Koreans were self

supporting students who expected to return to Korea someday and such consumer dreams were not part of their 

thinking. Also, downtown Washington had a streetcar system and automobiles weren't a necessity. However, when 

Walter K. Park brought his family to Washington, D.C. on May 7, 1951, he bought a used car for $1,500. He also 

bought a house in Prince George's County, Maryland for $12,000. Originally he had planned to rent an apartment, but 

he was unable to get one because he had four children. Instead he rented a three-bedroom house with in Hyattsville 

for $120 per month. He later bought a house with a $1,100 down payment and a monthly mortgage of$110. 

Park's older son, who was fifteen at the time, used to cry on rainy days when he compared his comfortable life 

in Washington with the lives of the friends he left behind in Busan. Park and his wife Soon Young Lee, who had 

come to join her husband, made efforts to be friendly with Koreans and enjoyed having Korean guests. Their home 

became the place for Koreans to gather. 

Soon Young Lee recalled her biggest worry was making kimchi for the visiting guests. She used to go to Hanawoomi, 

the Japanese grocery store located at 15th Street, to buy Asian cabbages to make kimchi. At the time it was the only 

oriental grocery store in the area. 

During the 1960s the number of Koreans in the Washington area increased to about 500. The Korean community 

gathered for a picnic once a year at Belle Haven Park in Alexandria, Virginia, near the Potomac River. Between 

150 and 200 people, representing one-third of the Korean community, came out for the picnic. This was the biggest 

gathering for Koreans in the year. The group's 17th president, Eung Pyo (Clifford) Koh Koh, remarked that it 

seemed like a family, gathering together and introducing each other to the new faces. 

Koh also mentioned that most Koreans at that time were poor and not interested in accumulating wealth. He said 

that any Korean who had a full-time job was treated as a wealthy man. The ban on Asian immigration was still in 

effect at the time and only about 100 Koreans were granted a permanent visa per year. Students had to return to 

Korea upon graduation. Thus, anyone with a full-time job enjoyed financial security and elevated position. 

It was extremely difficult for a Korean to find a job, but an enterprising former student by the name of Hee Ja Lee 

opened a hamburger shop at 603 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. in 1959. The shop was small - about 

25 square feet - but business was good because there were no competitors nearby. Lee did not have a permanent 

residence visa and so she borrowed her friend's name to start the business. 

Around this time, Korean Army engineering officers were at the U.S. Army Engineering School at Ft. Belvoir for 

training. On weekends the dining hall was closed, during which time the Korean officers ate nothing or bought dog 

food to eat. They saved their money to buy U.S. made goods to take them with when they returned to Korea. 
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Most of the Koreans who were settled in America in those days were former students. Choon Taik Suh came to the 

U.S. in 1953 and graduated from George Washington University in 1958 with a Master's in Business Administration, 

a rather unusual field compared to the choices made by other Korean students. He always felt like an outsider and 

considered going back to Korea to use what he had learned here. People close to him suggested that he buy a home 

to get rid of such feeling. He followed . their advice, but the feelings stayed with him. After living in the U.S. for 

about twenty years, he came to prefer American foods like sandwiches and hamburgers, and became fond of America 

after all. 

Suh married Sook Hee Yang, who graduated from American University. He notified his father in advance of his 

marriage as his father had asked him. Suh likewise asked his son, who was raised in America, to let him know in 

advance who would be his daughter-in-law. He was quite taken aback, however, when he was introduced to his son's 

American bride-to-be. He learned to like his blue-eyed daughter-in-law after seeing her enjoy eating kimchi and 

making perfect eggrolls. 

Suh attempted to change the procedures for electing the president of the Korean Association while he was President. 

He prepared an amendment of the election procedures for the president to be elected by a ballot of all members. 

The president had previously been elected by three directors of the board. Suh presented his amendment and the 

application, completed in English, to register the Korean Association as a nonprofit organization at the general 

meeting. Three of the Koreans who attended that meeting were upset because they were prepared in English, not 

Korean. He failed to get them ratified. Later, it was learned that those three Koreans were visitors who came from 

Korea for a short time on business. They were in the wrong place ori the wrong occasion, only to spoil the proceeding. 

Consequently the registration of the Korean Association was delayed. As a result of the subsequent passage of the 

amendment of election procedures, the tenth president, Dong Jin Kim, was elected by ballot for the first time. 

Unlike most students, Dae Wook Chang came to the United States with a permanent visa and settled in Washington, 

D.C. There was a new immigration law called the McCarran Walter Act, which allowed a limited number of Asians 

to immigrate to the U.S. Chang petitioned for a permanent visa under the new law and was able to come to America 

in 1954. He finished college in Ohio and lived in Chicago, New York City and other places. In 1960, he came to 

Washington, D.C. and got a job atthe Library of Congress. It took seven years for his family to join him in the United 

States. He endured the hardship of a divided family earlier than others who applied for their permanent visas later 

in life. 

Jin Hwan Noh Supports the Amendment for a Third Term 
The Korean community had been relatively uneventful until Jin Hwan Noh, the eleventh president of the Washington 

Korean Association, announced his support for the constitutional amendment that would permit President Chung Hee 

Park of Korea to run for a third term. As a result, he was impeached and dismissed from the Association. The position 

of President of the Washington Korean Association was regarded as a stepping stone for those who were interested 

in going back home to work in politics. The elections became fiercely competitive as those politically inclined 

candidates vied for the position of president. The Korean community prepared to face the political eruption. 

Noh threatened to form a separate group with four or five friends of his, which stirred up public opinions in the 

Korean community. He finally decided to step down after being persuaded by the board of directors and others. 

On September 21, 1969, an election for the succeeding president was held at the Ethical Society on 16th Street in 

Washington, D.C. As the chairman of the election administration committee, Chai Chang Choi directed the election 

procedures and the two candidates delivered speeches focusing on what they would do for the association, followed 
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by voting. Kwang Wook Roh defeated Jo Won Lee and became the twelfth president. 

The membership kept increasing. Accordingly, it was necessary to restructure the association. Roh amended the 

constitution based on a draft prepared by a committee organized to propose amendments to the constitution: Seong 

Yoon Cho, Keh Soo Park, Dong Kyu Im, Joon Young Chung and Hong Kyun Ahn. At this time the name of the 

association changed from the Washington Korean Association to the Korean Association of Greater Washington. 

The eight provision constitution was amended to a fifteen provision constitution. Rights and duties were newly 

defined in the amended constitution. The right to vote was given to members who were at least eighteen years 

old. The year-end party was held at the Smithsonian Institute in December 1969 and about three hundred Koreans 

attended. The association issued its first newsletter, which contained information about association activities and the 

conditions of the Korean community. 

Washington Korean Student Association 
There were not many Korean students in the United States during the period Japan occupied Korea. For example, 

only sixty-eight students were in America in 1921 and 1922. The number grew to 302 between 1950 andl 951, during 

which time the Korean War broke out, and to 2,310 in 1960, the year in which the April 19th student revolution 

occurred. In general, the number of students from Korea among all Asian students was the fourth highest following 

India, Taiwan and Japan. Most of the Korean students were on the west coast and in the Midwest. In 1950 Ki Baek 

Yang, Choon Ryung Lee and Byung Cheol Koh were the only students in the Washington, D.C. area. 

With the opening of the Korean Embassy, Korean dignitaries frequently visited Washington, D.C. at the invitation 

of U.S. government agencies. Thus, the Washington area colleges and universities became familiar to Koreans and 

more students came to this area. In 1955 Washington had about thirty Korean students and the Association of Korean 

Students in Washington was formed. The association was proposed by Chung Soo Park, Hee Gap Kang, Jeong Hoon 

Kim, Jong Ki Park and Young Kyo Yoon. Chung Soo Park was elected as the first president and Jeong Hoon Kim 

as vice president. 

Publication of "The Torch" and the Korean Directory 
The Association of Korean Students began with the goal of friendship among students. In contrast to the Korean 

Association, which did not have many activities due to the lack of members and concentrated those they did have 

on church activities, the Association of Korean Students gained more students every year. It sponsored the year

end party for all Koreans and published the Korean directory. In fact, the association presented the entire Korean 

community at the time. In the early 1960's, the association published the monthly newsletter, "The Torch," which 

carried articles about members' lives, the Korean Embassy, and the Korean community. 

The directory, published by the association in 1958, listed all students in the area and non-students such as 

Ambassador Yoo Chan Yang, Minister Pyo Wook Han, Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang and Walter K. Park (Won Kyu 

Park). The numbers of students were: 

American University 43 Catholic University 12 

Georgetown University 17 Washington Seminary School 10 

George Washington University 13 University of Maryland 8 

Howard University 8 Teacher's College ofD.C. 6 

Researchers 17 
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The fifth edition of the 1959-1960 directory, which was published when Hee Gap Kang was the fifth president 

of the association, described in the preface that "Unlike past editions, non-students and staff of the Embassy have 

been included." The directory listed students with their addresses by school, addresses of eighteen Embassy staff 

members, three Library of Congress employees, eight employees of the Voice of America, and sixteen non-students. 

The total number of Koreans listed was 174. From this time on, the directory has listed all Koreans in this area. The 

association continued to issue the Korean directories until the Korean Association of Greater Washington took over 

that function due to the surge of the Korean-American population in the 1980's. All names were typed in English and 

Korean characters were handwritten into the directory because they did not have a Korean typewriter. 

Yoo Chan Yang was born in Gyeongsang province. He was the ambassador to the U.S. from the time of the Korean 

War to the time the Syngman Rhee government fell during the April 19th student revolution, a period of nine years 

and seventeen days. He went to school in Boston and was appointed as ambassador while he was settled in Hawaii 

as a medical doctor. He was very sympathetic to Korean student affairs. Although students complained of the 

way student visas were handled at the Embassy, they liked their ambassador. He supported himself when he went 

to school and understood the situation of students well. Unlike other government officials, he was very kind to 

everyone. He joked a lot. Reporters liked him very much because he had the gift of gab. 

Ambassador Yang would invite students, especially those students in the Washington area who were majoring in 

1biticalitical science, to places where he delivered speeches to provide them with opportunities to experience diplomatic 

t cienes occurring in the nation's capitol. His English was good and American reporters clapped their hands a lot for 

11 Press humorous stories. He was quite short and had to put something under his feet when he delivered speeches at 

srresome National Press Club. Kwang Soo Choi, Sang Ok Lee, Ho Joong Choi, Ha Goo Yeon, Young Kyo Yoon, Dong 

Won Shin, Chung Soo Park and Se Woong Oh were students at area universities and some of them were sent by 
the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Some of them became high ranking diplomats in the Korean government 

and some of them even served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Popular Ambassador Yang invited all students for 

the traditional dish of rice cake soup on New Year's Eve every year. Students had fond memories of the good food 

served there. 

Hyun Tae Kim and Hee Ja Lee : First Student Couple 
In the early 1960's the number of students in the Washington area swelled to about 400. Despite the size of the 

group they maintained close, personal contact with each other. The majority of students were male and the ratio of 

male to female students was estimated at 20 to 1. Accordingly, new female students received a lot of attention from 

male students. When they prepared the directory, some female students assisted. There were some male students 

who volunteered to help prepare the directory just to see the female students and eat boiled rice prepared by them. 

Similar things happened at the parties. Seok Hee Lee started the year-end party at a Chinese restaurant on Connecticut 

Avenue in Washington, D.C., with all employees of the Korean Embassy and about 300 students present. Some 

students came to the party from New York City. Starting with this occasion, they began to have the Christmas party 

in Washington, D.C and the year-end party in New York City. 

Not only did the students have parties to attend in other cities, they also had athletic activities in other areas. It 

was vital for the students to have activities. Deok Joon Lee was the director of athletics division for the association 

when Seok Hee Lee was President. He started the Washington student baseball team and played games in Ohio, 

Pennsylvania and Illinois. Teams from other areas visited here and played against the Washington student team at 

the Howard University stadium. 
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The first student couple in the Washington area to marry was Hywi Tae Kim and Hee Ja Lee. They got married 
two days after they finished graduate school at the University of Maryland in the late 50's. Later Kim pursued his 
Ph.D. at Catholic University, but got tuberculosis and was confined to an institution in the suburbs of Baltimore in 
1959. His wife made a living by operating the hamburger shop mentioned earlier. When Kim got better he joined his 
wife in the hamburger business and was given the nickname "Hamburger Kim." The couple assisted many Korean 
immigrants to open businesses in the 1970's. As an experienced business couple, they played an important role as 
godfather and godmother to new Korean businesses. 

Some of the married students thought their children should learn the Korean language, but there were no Korean 
language classes in the area and between school and their jobs they didn't have time to teach their children Korean. 
These children later grew up and complained that their parents failed to teach them Korean when they were young. 
On the other hand, some parents encouraged their children to learn only English, recalling the hard times they had 
with English. 

Some male Korean students who couldn't have Korean girlfriends married American girls who went to the same 
school. It was uncommon to marry an American woman and at least one state had laws prohibiting an Asian from 
marrying an American. (Due to openly practiced racial discrimination, black students could not rent a room near 
universities in Maryland.) Other students returned to Korea to marry and never returned to the U.S. They received 
Ph.D. 's from Korean Universities. Indeed, marriage changed their life's course. In the mid-I 960s, the ratio of married 
to unmarried students was believed to be one to one in the Washington area. The parents of some students st: 
picture of a prospective bride and later sent her to the U.S. They called such a marriage a "parcel marriage," . . 
Americanized students resented the reference because of its similarity to the so-called "picture marriage" in the Oil 

days when the first group of immigrations worked the sugar plantation in Hawaii. 

Korean Tigers Formed 
One of the events that the Korean Student Association was proud of was the "Korean Tigers," 

a baseball team formed in 1963 by Deok Joon Lee, who for a long time was the director of the association's athletics 
department. Lee was also the team captain. The team played against American teams, losing all eight games played 
in their first year. The result was better in the second year when the team had seven wins and twelve losses out of 
nineteen games. Since it was the only all-foreign player team, it received a great deal of attention. The manager 
of the professional baseball team, the Washington Senators, invited the team to attend a game against the Chicago 
White Sox at Washington, D.C. Stadium. The team traveled locally to play against other teams. Spectators paid to 
watch the games that boosted the morale oflocal area Koreans. 

Washington, D.C. was a nice place to live in the 1950's and the 1960's. The crime rate was low and many Korean 
students lived in the Mount Pleasant area where 16th Street and Park Road cross. This area was known as a unique 
place in the Washington area because it was diversely populated. Pursuant to the retrenchment policy enforced by 
the Syngman Rhee government, parents were allowed to send only $180 every three months to their children living 
abroad, and the majority of students had to earn money to support themselves. The favored places of employment 
were D.C. Public Libraries. However, it was extremely difficult to earn sufficient money for tuition which was $22 
per credit hour. Se Woong Oh and Kwang Nyeon Han earned money by driving taxicabs during the day and taking 
graduate courses in the evening. 

The Korean students were proud and considered themselves elite. It usually took three years to pass the notoriously 
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difficult exam to study abroad. Many didn't have enough money and there were restrictions on getting passports 

extended. They had to devote all their time to their studies. Most of the students pursued doctoral degrees. There 

were few positions available in Korea for those who finished their studies and graduates often gave up returning 

home. Th!;: year 1965 produced many Korean Ph.D.'s in the Washington area. Hong Rak Kim and Won Mo Dong 

received Ph.D.s from Georgetown University; Jeong Geon Kim and Jae Bin Kim from the University of Maryland; 

Chung Soo Park and Beom Joon Lee, the husband and wife froin American University, and Shin Ae Hyun received 

their degrees from George Washington University. 

Of the seven, three received faculty positions with American universities and one decided to work for the U.S. 

government. Chung Soo Park and Beom Joon Lee decided to return to Korea, and the seventh graduate was undecided. 

This situation demonstrates how uncertain the future of students could be. Five of the seven had majored in political 

science, public administration or international relations. The other two majored in science. This shows the interest 

Washington area students had in politics. Seven Ph.D.s; six master's degrees and two undergraduate degrees were 

given to Korean students in that year. 

Ki Chang Oh (John Oh), who was the seventh president of the association in 1962, received his Ph.D. in international 

politics at Georgetown University. He went back to his alma mater, Marquette University in Wisconsin, and ended 

up working there as dean of the graduate school. In 1985, he came back to Washington, D.C. to work as vice 

president of Catholic University. His return to Washington became a topic of conversation because he was the first 

Korean-American vice president of an American university. His wife, Bong Wan Cho, received her Ph.D. in history 

from the University of Chicago and worked for the University of Maryland as an associate dean. 

Abolition of the Washington Student Association 
Politically sensitive students in the Washington area were upset when the May 16th military revolution usurped 

the value of the April 19th student revolution. However, they gradually accepted the new system as soon as Chung 

Hee Park was elected as President by the people of Korea and stayed in power. The student association kept close 

ties with the Korean Embassy. Newly appointed ambassadors would send an invitation card to student leaders for 

dinner at the ambassador's residence. Ambassador Hyun Cheol Kim, a former Prime Minister, was scheduled to 

give a seminar on Korean economy on March 6, 1965, and sent invitations to all Koreans and students. Following 

the seminar, a general meeting to elect officers for the Korean Association took place. The Koreans and the students 

in this area got along very well. 

The student association's newsletter, "The Torch," published the complete speeches presented at the seminar and 

received a "subsidy of Koreans abroad" from the Embassy. With this money, the association was able to publish 

newsletters, have sports games, and conduct the general meetings. Hong Kyun Ahn, the tenth president of the 

association, received $1,050 from the Embassy for the first half year. In addition, he received $650 in membership 

fees and donations. The association's budget was $1,700, of which $660 was spent for publishing the newsletters, 

$510 for a symposium and $530 for sports games such as volleyball, ping pong, baseball and tennis. 

The fact that the student association maintained close ties with the Embassy was displayed when President Chung 

Hee Park came to Washington for a summit meeting with President Lyndon Johnson in May 1965. The Embassy sent 

out invitation letters to all Koreans and students: 

"Early next week, our President Park will arrive in Washington, D.C. for his second official visit. He will stay 

one night in Williamsburg on May 16th. He will stay in Washington for two days, May 17th and May 18th to have 
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meetings with high ranking officials. At 12 o'clock noon on May 17th, President Park and President Johnson will 

review a parade on Pennsylvania Avenue and the President will stay at Blair House. The Koreans and students 

in the Washington area are invited to parade to welcome visiting President Park and provide moral support to the 

diplomatic activities with the United States." 

This letter urged Koreans to appear in front of Blair House on May 17th at noon. The student association submitted 

a letter of recommendation to the President at this time. The letter requested procedures be simplified to extend 

passports, that proper actions be taken for generous foreign exchange, that employment for returning students by 

considered, and that all books be distributed in Korea. These requests had long been concerns of the students and 

they took this opportunity to express them. 

The student association had played an important role in the Korean community in the Washington area. In 

the early 1970's, Korean immigrants surged into this area and the association was directly affected by the large 

number of immigrants. The role of the student association in the Korean community had suddenly diminished. The 

children of Korean immigrants were emolled at the same schools as they, and their numbers were outnumbering 

them. Consequently, the student society was changing, too. The student association was formed in each school and 

the Washington Student Association representing all students in the area gradually decreased its role. The association 

was disbanded in 1986. When the function of publishing the Korean directory for 1985-1986 was transferred to the 

Korean Association of Greater Washington, the association's three decades of activities came to an end. 

Presidents of the Washington Korean Student Association 

Name Year Current Residence Name Year Current Residence 
l. Chung Soo Park 1955-56 Deceased 16. Hae Goo Yoon 1971 Korea 

2. Young Kyo Yoon 1957 Deceased 17. Joo Young Kim 1972 Korea 

3. Jeong Hoon Kim 1958 Los Angeles 18. Hyun Min Lee 1973 NewYork 

4. Dong Seon Park 1959 Washington 19. Dong Seong Ma 1974 Korea 

5. Hee Gap Kang 1960 Washington 20. Byung Chan Sohn 1975 Korea 

6. Seok Hee Lee 1961 Deceased 21. Jong Min Hyun 1976 Korea 

7. Ki Chang Oh 1962 Washington 22. Chul Eun Kang 1977 Korea 

8. In Taek Chung 1963 Deceased 23. Young Hwan Chang 1978 Washington 

9. Chang Hyun Cho 1964 Korea 24. Yeon Hwan Kim 1979 Washington 

10. Hong Kyun Ahn 1965 Washington 25. Kil Roh Kang 1980 Washington 

11. Eung Kyu Cho 1966 Korea 26. Jeong Rak Lee 1983 Washington 

12. Jeong Won Kim 1967 Korea 27. Young Mi Lee 1984 Washington 

13. Eung Hwan Lee 1968 Korea 28. Kyui Cheol Hong 1985 Washington 

14. Byoung Hwan Yoo 1969 Los Angeles 29. Young Chan Kim 1986 Korea 

15. Tae Hong Kim 1970 Korea 

Korean-American Women's Association 
(In 1984 the title was changed to Organization of Korean-American Women-OKAW) 

The long history of the Korean-American Women's Association, which was created on July 7, 1963, by six Korean 

women married to Americans, is indeed comparable to that of the Korean Association of Greater Washington. As 

the capital of the United States, Washington was the world's number one political center, yet it was an alien city for 
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Asian people since there were so few Asians in the city. Korean women got together and formed the association out 

of the need to fraternize in this unfamiliar city. Chon Edwards·was elected as the first president. 

The association was not just for social gatherings. It had a clear goal to provide assistance to incoming young 

Korean women in adapting to American life without the difficulties they had gone through. This association was 

the first Korean women's group in the United States. This women's group began with a clear purpose as opposed 

to the Korean Association of Greater Washington, which started as social gathering and continued for a long time 

only to promote friendship. Among the good features of American society are the spirits of "helping each other" and 

"volunteers service." The women in the association were front runners to imitate these good features and take action. 

Chon Edwards confessed years later that they formed the association but everything was uncertain and the lack of 

direction made her feel as though dark curtains were in front of them 

In the early stage, not only did they help each other deal with loneliness, they also leant a helping hand to those who 

came to the Korean Embassy for help. They did charity work, collecting used clothes for hospitals and providing 

volunteer services. The valuable experience gained from participating in American social events became real assets 

for many Koreans who immigrated to the U.S. in the 1970's. They were able to assist their relatives, who came here 

at their invitation, as well as other Korean immigrants who came to settle in the U.S. They served as interpreters for 

the new immigrants, helped them get driver's licenses, rent apartments, shop, buy furniture, and seek employment. 

They practically did everything for newcomers. 

Ki Choon Lee, who came to America as a student, recalled that when he moved from New York to Washington 

in 1967, the Korean-American Women's Association was an outstanding group in the Korean community, which 

consisted of a small number of Korean students, Embassy staff, and their families. He said that without the assistance 

of the association members, Korean immigrants, whose numbers were skyrocketing in the 1970's, would have had 

more difficult times and would have taken more time to get settled. He highly praised the contributions they made 

to the Korean community. 

The senior Korean-Americans were already settled in the early 1970's. Many of them remember that the association 

members made efforts to treat old people well by providing parties for the harvest festival in the fall. Chon Edwards, 

who founded the association, was one of those who gave rides home to those old people after the event. Their good 

deeds have been remembered and appreciated. Many Korean-Americans worked long hours late into the night in 

those days and didn't have time to bring their parents to the parties, nor did they have cars. 

Shelter for Battered Women 
On March 19, 1984, the group changed its title to Organization of Korean-American Women - OKAW. It registered 

as a nonprofit organization with the federal government and redefined its goals as: (1) to provide consultation through 

a free 'hot-line' for women in need; (2) to provide shelter for battered women who left their homes; (3) to provide 

programs of education and culture; ( 4) to provide English language courses; and ( 5) to provide assistance for interracial 

children in Korea to immigrate the United States. They clearly listed the tasks facing the Korean community. 

The leaflet sent out by the organization clearly expressed their intentions. It was written both in Korean and in 

English: 

"Dear Korean-American Women: 
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Please call 1-800-527-OKAW (toll free), Organization of Korean-American Women (formerly Korean-American 

Women's Association), if you have any concern about your immigration life or if you need someone to talk with." 

In January 1989, the organization opened a shelterfor abused women in Dale City, Vrrginia, with $40,000 they 

collected through membership fees and fund-raising events. Several hundred members of the organization had 

dreamed of the shelter and the dream came true. They could not conceive of the idea of owning an office and so the 

office of the organization moved to the newly elected president's home. Even the 800 number was at the president's 

home. They obtained the shelter to help others before they sought an office for themselves. 

On April 17, 1993, the organization celebrated its 30th anniversary. The first president, Chon Edwards, who lived 

in Tucson, Arizona, sent a congratulatory letter. She praised the contributions by members of the organization from 

its founding until its current standing as having deep roots in the nation's capital. She also praised the work of 

the members of the organization in light of the fact that there were many women's groups throughout the country 

that followed Washington's example. She pointed out that the organization even had an effect in Korea where the 

activities of the organization had been noted. 

Heads of many Korean groups showed up for the organization's 30th anniversary. Minister Ki Moon Ban of the 

Korean Embassy and Counsel General Jong Rak Kwon also sent congratulatory letters, and praised the work that the 

members had done. Major General Peter Barry of the U.S. Army delivered a congratulatory address. He was the 

commanding officer of the Army intelligence office and in his address he mentioned his experiences while stationed 

in Korea. Also in attendance was Thomas Davis, supervisor of Fairfax County in northern Virginia. The remarks of 

Karen Kator, who had been elected president for three consecutive terms, were greeted with loud applause when she 

pledged that the members of the organization would continue to help others as their predecessors had done for thirty 

years in this ever-changing world. 

For this anniversary, many American husbands of members attended. The celebration began with the honor guard 

of the U.S. Armed Forces entering with American flags. The event proceeded in English, which was unique in the 

group events in the Korean community. 

The organization helped twelve families with a total of thirty interracial children, which had faced hard times 

immigrating to the U.S. After that it continued to operate a shelter for women confronting hardships. It also helped 

an additional forty interracial families to immigrate to the U.S. by providing financial sponsors. The organization 

pushed for a bill in Congress that would allow the interracial children to get U.S. citizenship automatically. This 

bill was submitted in Congress and the members worked hard to get the bill passed. President Silvia Patten said, 

"Women of international marriage played decisive roles for the hundred years of Korean-American immigrant 

society." No one can deny that fact. The organization celebrated its 40th anniversary in April 2003 and remembered 

past accomplishments and hopes for the future. The Virginia State government issued congratulations for the 40th 

anniversary of the organization. 

The organization operates a consultation office called 'House of Hope' to assist women who are victims of family 

violence. It protects the victims by contacting government agencies and provides various services such as free 

consultation and free legal services. It helps them to live normal lives. In 2004 the organization initiated a successful 

campaign to win the release of a Korean woman who was facing deportation. Many in the Korean community were 

concerned about this situation, which came to be called the 'O'Brian incident.' 
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had been adopted allowing Koreans overseas to own property in Korea. 

The number of Koreans who obtained permanent visas was 20,742 in the fiscal year 2001, according to the records 

of INS. Of these, 69% or 14,253 individuals came to the U.S. as non-immigrant visa holders. This was accomplished 

by immigrating to the U.S. after the permanent visa had been issued, for example, as a family member of the U.S. 

citizen. Among those who came with non-immigrant visas were 4,492 individuals with B 1 or B2 commercial tourist 

visas, 2,209 with student visas, 2,107 employment visas and 760 resident officer visas. They adopted expedient ways 

to obtain permanent visas. In the last five years since the IMF incident there were 48,380 Koreans who came to the 

U.S. with non-immigrant visas, such as tourist visas, student visas, resident officer visas and others, and then changed 

their status to permanent residents. 

The data of the Federal Justice Department and the National Security Department showed that 6,560 Koreans who 

had come to the U.S. between October 1997 and September 1998 with non-immigrant visa received permanent visas 

for the fiscal years 1998-2002. There were 4,637 such individuals in 1999; 8,498 in 2000; 14,253 in 2001 and 14,380 

in 2002. 

After the 9/ 11 attacks the immigration laws were amended and it became more difficult to obtain employment visas. 

It was also more difficult to change from a visitor visa to a student visa. Therefore, some Koreans choose to come to 

the U.S. legally with investment visas. To receive an E-2 non-immigration investment visa you need to invest about 

$100,000-$200,000. When you buy a small business, the buyer and his immediate family members are issued work 

permits for two years. Your spouse can work and your children can enroll in any public schools. These advantages 

are very attractive. State Department statistic data show 1,403 Koreans with E-2 visas in the nation in 2001. 

In the Washington area a program was advertized for potential applicants for E-2 visas to visit the U.S. and observe 

how they might take part in the process. In three recent years, ten groups of such tourists of 10-15 individuals came 

here and returned to Korea. 

There are new ways to obtain a permanent visa or citizenship. Some pregnant Korean women intentionally 

visit the U.S. to deliver their babies here so that the children may obtain U.S. citizenship automatically. Parents of 

Korean students in Korea ask their brothers or relatives with the U.S. citizenship to adopt their children. Once they 

are adopted they can attend public schools and colleges here. These are expedient ways to get a permanent visa or 

citizenship. 

Illegal Korean Immigrants 
The INS defines an illegal immigrant as an individual whose duration of stay has expired, who does something else 

other than the original purpose of stay, or who has come to the U.S. illegally. 

The U.S. Commerce Department estimated about 182,000 illegal Korean immigrants in the United States 2002 but 

the real number may be much greater than that. There are quite a few Koreans in the Washington area that came with 

tourist visas or visitor visas after the IMF incident and remained here. Korean media estimates that there are about 

10,000-20,000 such Koreans in the area. No one but they can understand the difficulties they endure. They engage 

in hard labor like cleaning, waitressing, doing kitchen work, sewing factory work, ironing at dry cleaners, or helping 

at construction companies, etc. They earn minimum wages. Some dishonest and inconsiderate employers do not 

pay their wages on purpose, as they know these illegal immigrants have no ways to appeal such acts. These illegal 

immigrants who did not receive the promised wages feel bad about it but there is no place for them to appeal. 
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Illegal immigrants have gone through inconveniences to get driver's licenses or to buy homes because of new 

restrictive regulations to obtaining a Social Security card. . They always have worries about being caught by 

. immigration authorities. Encountering the police is a frightening experience. There are many such Koreans who 

burst into tears of joy holding their permanent visa card, when they finally receive it. Young Ja Kim who immigrated 

to Brazil came to the U.S. in 1984 and stayed here illegally for 9 years. She worked doing alterations at a clothing 

store and immigration agents appeared when someone reported her illegal status. She had extreme difficulties 

sending her children to college. She stated that the whole family cried hard with joy when they received their green 

cards, recalling their stressful past. 

The U.S. government sometimes issues new regulations that allow illegal immigrants to live in this country legally. 

The amendment of the immigration law in 1986 allowed illegal immigrants who came to the U.S. before 1982 to 

receive permanent visas. About 2,700,000 such individuals received permanent visas by 1990. At the end of the 

Clinton Administration Section 245(i) of the regulation was passed, allowing some illegal immigrants to change 

their illegal status to legal status. Some changed to student status or received employment visas and they were able 

to apply for permanent visas. 

The restrictive regulations enforced since the 9/11 attack appear to be changing. On January 7, 2004, President 

Bush introduced new bills to amend the immigration laws to help some illegal immigrants in the U.S to receive 

legal status for three years and to provide them opportunities to apply for permanent visas. Such bills by the Bush 

administration appeared to be for the benefit of those employers who depend on low wage employees and to get the 
Hispanic vote for his re-election as president in 2004. 

Some representatives in Congress introduced a bill in January 2004 that will allow illegal immigrants who have 

worked in the U.S. to stay here legally for a certain period to apply for a permanent visa and in the end to get an U.S. 

citizenship. Once these bills are passed, about 180,000 illegal Koreans will benefit. 

Students and Adopted Children 
There is little relationship within the Korean community between Korean students and adopted children although 

both groups are part of the Korean community. The early wave of immigration was formed by students. The number 

of students continued to increase. The statistical data at the IIE, an international education research center, showed 

there were 51,519 Korean students in the 2002-2003 school year, up by 5% from the previous school year when there 
were 49,046 students. The number placed Korean third among all countries. These students consisted of 47.8% 

graduate students, 42.3% undergraduate students and 10% other students like those who came here to learn English. 

The majority of graduate students came from Korea without their parents. Most of undergraduate students are 1.5 

generation or 2nd generation of Korean immigrants. 

There is no official data showing the exact number of Korean students in the Washington area. We can estimate 

the number at about 1,000 in the area based on the assumptions of the Korean Student Associations in each college. 

The University of Maryland, which has the largest number of the Korean students, has about 250 students in 

graduate school alone. The total number of students, including children of Korean immigrants, is estimated about 

1,500. George Washington University has about 120 graduate students and 50 undergraduates. We estimate that 

Georgetown University has about 100, American University about 100 and George Mason University has about 100 

Korean students. 

The Northern Virginia Community College has campuses in Annandale, Alexandria and Manassas, Virginia. The 
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tuitions are cheaper and it is easy to enroll these schools than in four year universities. They have about 200 Korean 

students. Chang Hoon Yang, president of the student association at George Washington University indicated that 

he could only estimate the number of Korean students there because there is no statistical data on the number for 

Korean students and students of Korean immigrants. He also mentioned that there is insufficient communication 

between these two groups of students. It is. common for Korean students to not return to Korea because there are no 

jobs for them there. As of the end of 2000 there were about 100,000 students who were adopted as infant children 

by American families. This represents 5% of Korean immigrants in the country as estimated by the Korean society. 

Adoption was very popular among the baby boomers in the 1980s. Over 50% of the adopted children were from 

Korea. It is estimated that about 6,000 Korean infants were adopted by American families per year. In the 1990s the 

number declined to below 2000 per year but until 1994 the Korea had been in first place in the world in terms of the 

number of adopted children. The statistical data indicated that the number of adopted children from Korea was 2,620 

in 1990; 1,840 in 1992; 1,795 in 1994; 1,516 in 1996; 1829 in 1998; 1,794 in 2000; and 1,870 in 2001. More or less 

2000 adopted children came to the U.S. every year. When the children began to be adopted for the first time in 1950, 

most of them came to Western states like Oregon. From 1980s on they also came to the Washington area. 

The number of childr~n adopted by American families was over 10,000 in this area by 2003. The number was 

estimated by Theodore U.C. Kim, president of ASIA, a company opened in 1981 to provide information on adop,tion. 

ASIA has a connection with Oriental Welfare Agency in Korea and has helped about 110 adoption cases per year. A 

total of about 2,500 children were adopted by Americans through ASIA. 

Wha Kang Song, an employee of ASIA, said that there is no statistic data available on the number of adopted 

children because those who adopted children :frequently moved to another area and because there are so many 

companies providing services for adoption. He continued to say that marty adopted children are now grown and live 

in this area because of their jobs. KAYA, the successor of the YMCA; has a party every year for adopted Korean 

children. Several hundred adopted children attend the party. In addition, there are mixed blood children from 

Korean women with American husbands. The Association of Mixed Blood People (the title was changed to Multi 

Cultural Family Association in 2004) in the Maryland suburbs has estimated that there are about 200 mixed blood 

children in the area. In 2002 it was estimated that about 130,000 Korean women who married to Americans resided 

in the United States. Of these, about 10,000 live in the Washington area. 

Korean Chinese 
There are about 300 Korean Chinese people living in this area. They got together on the lunar New Year day in 

January 2002. Deok Soo Eom, the acting president of Korean Chinese Association, provided the following answers 

at an interview: 

• How many Korean Chinese live in the Washington area?: There are about 300-400 Korean Chinese in the area. 

About 100 of them are known with addresses. They live in suburbs. Most of them do not have cars. 

• What kinds of jobs do they have? : They work mainly as carpenters, cooks, cleaners and siding works. 

• What are their average educational levels?: Most of them finished high schools or above. But most of them cannot 

speak English. That is the reason why they live in Los Angeles, New York City and Washington D.C. where many 

Koreans live. 

• What kinds of visas do they hold?: Many of them came to the U.S. with tourist visas stating the purpose of their 

trip was to visit relatives, to come on business, or to sightsee. Their visas cannot be extended. Therefore, half of them 

are staying here illegally. 
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• How would you compare their lives with those in China? : It is more difficult to make a living here. They have 

national health insurance and apartments provided by the government in China. In America nothing is possible 

without your efforts. 

• How much money do they send to their families at home? : They send money to their families from $500 to $2,000 

per month. 

• What are the reasons for establishment of the Korean Chinese Association?: Many of Korean Chinese live poorly. 

There are some who are looking for jobs. Under these circumstances, we are seized with a need to found an association 

to help and comfort each other. 

New Korean Immigrants 
So called wild geese families and Koreans from other areas are coming to the Washington area as new comers. These 

new groups of Koreans started to come to the area in the late 1990s.To pursue the better educational opportunities 

in the U.S., a growing number of husbands work in Korea and send money to their wives and children in the U.S. 

According to the Fairfax County school system, which is known for its excellence, about 300-600 students were 

transferred from schools in Korea. In 2003 the number of transfer students in the public schools in Fairfax County 

was 687, of which 400 came from Korea. In 2001, about 500 of 800 transfer students came from Korea. The 

number of transfer students in Montgomery County in Maryland is about the same. About 200-400 Korean students 

are transferred to schools in Montgomery County yearly. Therefore, about 500-1,000 Korean students are transferred 

to public schools in the area every year. 

In addition, there are Korean students who stay with relatives as adopted children. There are Korean students 

who attend private schools and stay in school dormitories. Education authorities estimate that 3,000-5000 Koreans, 

including mothers of students, are staying in the U.S. for education. These students like the Langley, McLean, and 

Burke areas of Fairfax County. Recently, they also like the Chantilly area. They worry about their divided family. 

They also worry about the teenagers who don't have fathers with them. Despite the hardships, the number of wild 

geese families is growing gradually. 

Another group of people has contributed to the growth of the Korean population in Washington. This group 

consists of Koreans who have moved to this area from other states. Real estate agencies note that 500-800 Korean 

families move to this area every year. Therefore, about 2,000-3,000 Koreans move in from other states. Many 

Koreans moved from New York and New Jersey to the Washington area because of the trauma resulting from the 

9/11 terror attacks. Koreans also move from Philadelphia, Florida, Texas, Chicago and other places to this area. 

There are some Koreans who re-immigrated to the U.S. from Argentina. A number of Korean Chinese have come 

here and they have an association for their group. 

The Washington area is a popular place to move to because it has federal government offices and its economy is 

vital with high growth potential. Residential and education situations are excellent here. With continuing influx of 

Korean immigrants coming for education and those Koreans who move from other states to buy more houses and 

businesses in this area, the Korean community in the Washington area is very much alive. 

3. Formation of a Korea-Town 

Kent Village, the First Korea-Town in the Washington Area 
The Korean communities in the U.S. are typical groups of people of the same race who wish to live together. As 

the number of Korean immigrants increased in the United States, large Korea-towns were formed in big cities like 
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Los Angeles and New York City in the 1970s and 1980s. The Korean community in the Washington area took shape 

in the 1990s. 

In the 1970s most early Korean immigrants lived in Maryland. In 1990 the number of Korean immigrants in 

Virginia became larger than the number in Maryland. Koreans gradually moved from Arlington and Alexandria 

near Washington, D.C. to southwest suburbs. Kent Village in Landover, Maryland was the first Korea-town in this 

area. 

Many of the Korean immigrants in Landover had work experiences with U.S. military units in Vietnam. Ms. Dolly 

Cohen, an immigration agent in Baltimore, traveled to Korea and recruited mainly skilled workers who had been 

employed by U.S. military units in Vietnam. She brought the Korean immigrants directly to Kent Village where she 

brought them together with prospective employers, mainly auto repair shops, in this area. The apartments in the town 

were affordable and traffic was light. On weekends these bachelor immigrants got together to comfort each other 

playing a card game called 'go - stop' and drinking. If a new immigrant without friends or relatives in the area asked 

a taxi driver at the airport to go any place where many Koreans lived, the taxi driver would take him to Kent Village. 

At one time the number of Koreans in Kent village was about 600 because residents' friends came here when they 

came to the U.S. as immigrants. 

Ms. Moreland, manager of Kent Village apartments, welcomed Koreans because they followed the rules and were 

diligent. Korean immigrants got settled economically. The residents decided to commemorate Korean Independence 

Day on August 15, 1974. They bought sheets to make Korean flags and used paper stencils and spray paint for the 

design. They distributed 60 of these flags to the Korean families in the area. On Korean Independence Day every 

Korean family hung the Korean flags. They held a commemoration at the auditorium in Ken Moore high school that 

included an introduction to Korean culture and playing Korean movies until midnight. 

To celebrate the March 1 Independence Movement day, Korean immigrants again put out the Korean flags. They 

invited all nearby Koreans to the commemoration at the school auditorium. About 700 Koreans participated in the 

commemoration and shared their feelings of home sickness with each other. They played Korean movies provided 

by the Information office in the Korean Embassy. 

Korean residents consulted with the apartment managers and were permitted to operate a meeting room, Tae Kwon 

Do class, and an English class in the apartment complex. A social group was formed and had its first informative 

meeting on November 17, 1973. Dr. Yong Ho Moon talked about available medical benefits; Pastor Dae Sik Shin 

gave a presentation on American laws; Chang Ho Keh, a CPA, lectured on taxes and investments. This was the first 

informational seminar held for Korean immigrants in the Washington area. 

Joon Young Chung of the Christian Social Serviced Center and the former General Manager ofYMCA, spent a lot 

of time helping non-English speaking Koreans find jobs. Ajoke developed that said, "Every Korean immigrant in 

those days was given a ride by Chung." In the spring of 1976 Korean media focused on Kent Village as a starting 

place for skilled laborers. Dae Jung Kirn, a Washington correspondent for 'Cho Sun Il Bo,' and Yong Tae Kirn, 

deputy publisher, visited Kent Village to report on the life of Korean immigrants. They wrote an article titled, 'Kent 

Village for Skilled Korean Immigrants' . This article was part of a series titled, 'Day and Night for Komerican' that 

described the circumstances of the village in greater detail. It reported: 

"Kent Village is located near the belt way that surrounds Washington, D.C. The exact name is Kent Village 
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Apartments. A total of 810 families live here and 130 of them are Koreans. Koreans call this place as Kent Village. 

This is a village for Korean immigrants who are skilled laborers. In 1971 only a couple of Korean families lived 

here. Now a group of Koreans, who have the same language, education and culture, have formed a community. It is 

an ideal place to live as it is located near the beltway and they can go other places conveniently. The rent is $180 per 

month and is considered cheap. 

There were 2 Korean families in 1971 . There were 9 families in April 1972. The number of families increased to 

12 in June. As Koreans took these apartments, some American families were pushed out. About 90% of Koreans 

in this village are skilled laborers. The remaining 10% are salesmen ... The majority of them are categorized below 

middle class and 30% of them had worked as skilled laborers in Vietnam. The process they go through to become 

successful, skilled employees is not easy. Many of them were trained with the skills for 2-3 months in Korea. The 

truth is that they are unskilled. Tae Kyung Kim, president of the Friendly Association (ed.note - this was the first 

, association of Korean Americans in Washington, hence the title) recalled that it was very difficult to perform his 

duties [at his place of employment] and the language problem and that poor skills let him down. 

But it has been recognized by the employers in the Washington area that Koreans are diligent, sincere and smart. 

They are highly educated and they learn how to weld or repair cars quickly .. . Certain Koreans earn up to $13 per 

hour. Most of the Korean families in Kent Village save $200 per week. They live frugally as poor people have to live 

that way. Some families have saved $20,000 per year and bought a single home with large lot. American neighbors 

are surprised to see the rapid growth of the Korean community in Kent Village. They praised it by saying that it is 

'Kent Village's miracle'. It may be a miracle for Americans but it is the natural result of the efforts Koreans made. 

They go to work with the head light on and come back home with the head light on ... Of course, wives go to work 

too. They work at hardware stores, restocking. They work as sewing machine operators. They work as cleaners. 

They work at restaurants. Some of them do baby-sitting. 

They work hard to make money . . . The Kent Friendly Association was founded in February 1972 and now the 4th 

president is serving. Before this association was formed, they got together at one apartment or another ... Their united 

force affected the way they handled their economic activities. The main food is rice. In order to purchase rice at a 

lower price they went to Mississippi and bought each bag of rice for $12. The price for one bag of rice in the area was 

$19. They sold some of them and made a profit of$100. They used that money for the operation of the association. 

They sold the rice in a bag saying 'Kent Natural Rice'. Korean grocery store owners protested this and they stopped 

selling the rice. 

They try to do many things they had done in Korea. They make rice wine with yeast and enjoy drinking it. They 

perform memorial services on the day their father or mother died. They prepare foods for ancestors like they did in 

Korea ... Many of them have lived lower than middle class lives in Korea. They do not have to keep their dignity. 

All they wish is to make sufficient money to buy a house. Kent Village seems to be a starting point for immigrating 

skilled laborers for their American life." 

Since this report, reporters from KBS -TV visited Kent Village and showed a program, 'Human Triumph,' which 

made this village famous. When Hyung Wook Kim, the former Korean CIA director, testified before the U.S. 

Congress and criticized Dictator Park and his Revitalizing Movement, the Kent Friendly Association issued a 

statement protesting Kim's testimony. As a result, Kent Village people were regarded as pro-Korean government. 

Kent Village Koreans left the village area in the mid 1980s as the immigration boom ended and moved out of the 
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area to buy their houses. When a family bought a house all their neighbors helped them move and the family would 

hold an open house dinner for all the village people. The Korean immigrants who lived at Kent Village Apartments 

left a trace in the history of Korean immigration in the area. In 2000, they formed the Kent Club, which has about 

60 members who remember those days at Kent Village. 

Government Assisted Apartments and Koreans in Arlington 
There was another apartment complex near Landover, not far from Kent Village. In the early 1970s this place 

also served as a starting point for new Korean immigrants. About 10 Koreans rented a one bedroom apartment at 

Kentwood Apartments. Their number grew to about 20 and they feared being evicted. They did not have cookware 

to prepare soup or pot stew for so many people so they cleaned empty 5 gallon oil containers and made kimchi in the 

containers. They also boiled stew or soup in the containers. They did not have a dining table so they put newspapers 

on the floor and ate there sitting cross-legged on the floor. The Koreans who lived there still miss the kimchi stew 

they enjoyed at that time. 

The Korean immigrants who once lived in the Kentwood Apartments have been known as the 'Three Thousand 

Origin,' named after the street number of the apartment. These Koreans soon moved to the Kent Village Apartments 

or other apartments close by once they got jobs. Many of the Koreans who rented rooms from Kentwood or Kent 

Village apartments later moved to Upper Marlboro, Lanham, or Greenbelt in Prince George's county Maryland. 

When ready to move out of the apartments they usually bought their home near houses of friends. At that time Prince 

George's county was building cheaper homes in order to develop the area, which helped Koreans buy homes there. 

Many Koreans lived in government assisted apartments such as Rock Creek Terrace Apartments in Montgomery 

County, where they began living in the early 1980s. About 500 Koreans occupied 106 of the 524 units there in 1985. 

The rapid growth of Koreans at this location was due to the rent, which was cheaper by about $200 per month than 

other locations. Also, Joo Sub Song who worked at Walter Reed Army Hospital helped them to rent the units. 

The Korean Friendly Association was formed in 1981 and the association provided English lessons from the money 

saved by resisting rent increases. They observed the Harvest Festival (August 15th according to the lunar calendar) 

and Tano Festival (May 5th according to the lunar calendar) for four years beginning in 1983. At the last festival in 

1987, 347 Koreans attended to celebrate the festival. Since then the population at the apartments declined gradually. 

Those Koreans who were financially settled scattered to Potomac, Rockville and Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

In the early 1970s about 30 young Korean singles lived in the apartments on 16th Street in Washington, D.C. These 

Koreans worked as siding men, carpenters, and repairmen and earned money quickly. They were able to buy homes 

and small businesses and get settled financially sooner than most others. 

In Virginia many Koreans lived in various areas near Washington, D.C. However, there was no place like Kent 

Village where a large group of Koreans lived in one area. In the early 1970s, many Koreans lived in different 

apartment complexes in Arlington Such as Arlington Tower Apartments, the apartments near Fort Myer Army base, 

the Fairlington Apartment complex, Culmore Apartments in Falls Church, and Jefferson Apartments along Rt. 50. 

The rent in these places was relatively cheap and it was a convenient commute to their jobs in D.C. At that time 

many Koreans lived in the Fairlington Apartment complex. If anyone got lost and called a Korean name in a loud 

voice in the parking lot, several Koreans opened doors to respond. Many Korean women married to Americans lived 

near Rt. 1 in Alexandria. In those days very few Koreans lived in Fairfax. Korean old timers recall that every Korean 
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was passionate then and greeted each other warmly if they saw another Korean in passing. 

Annandale Area and Further Suburbs 
About a decade had passed since the large number of Koreans immigrated to the U.S. They began to move out to 

suburbs gradually and by 1980 quite a few Koreans had moved to Annandale, Fairfax City, Springfield, Burke and 
other places. They considered the price of the house and the education and safety of their children before they moved 
these areas. They appeared to follow the pattern of white American society. 

African Americans in Washington, D.C. influenced white Americans and Koreans to move to suburbs. In 1963 
President John F. Kennedy signed a human rights bill. African Americans rioted following the assassination in April 
1968 of Martin Luther King, Jr., the leader of the Civil Rights Movement. Many African-Americans lived in the larger 
U.S. cities, and there were growing pockets of poverty where a large number of the city dwellers were unemployed 
and receiving government subsidies. All sections of Washington, D.C. except Georgetown were almost exclusively 
black as the white community moved to the suburbs and commuted to Washington to work. Accordingly, the money 
earned in D.C. was spent in suburbs in Virginia and Maryland, contributing to a slowdown of the D.C. economy. 
There was another reason for Koreans to move out to the suburbs besides just following the white community. The 
prices of homes and apartment rents were cheaper than in Arlington. As the Koreans moved out to the suburbs, the 
restaurants like Ga Bo Ja, and Dong Rak relocated, along with some employers. 

Annandale was developed as a residential area after World War II. It was a quiet area in those days. In the 1980s 
many areas in the Washington metropolitan area were developed. In Annandale, the Evergreen condominiums were 
built, comprised of eight three-story buildings. It became a commercial town. The Korean Association of Greater 
Washington moved its office to this area from Bailey Cross Road in Falls Church in August 1988. Other offices in 
Bailey Cross Roads also began to move to this area, including real estate companies, insurance companies, finance 
companies, medical offices, broadcasting companies and other service companies. 

The Evergreen condominiums and commercial space in Annandale had 55 offices in early 1994, 27 of which 
were occupied by Korean businesses. More than 10 Korean restaurants were opened in Annandale at this time and 
Annandale was becoming a Korea town. The main reason for the prosperity of a Korea town in the Annandale area 
is its location, with easy access from the nearby capital beltway and Interstate 395, and its proximity to Washington, 
D.C. Patriot Village was a popular residence for new immigrants. About 100 Korean families live in the Patriot 
Village apartments. You can smell the kimchi stew and hear children called for in Korean. Under the trees you can 
find small groups of older Koreans or women sitting around enjoying conversation. There are condominiums, town 
homes and single homes nearby. Several hundred Korean families live there. 

New Korean immigrants usually begin to live in Patriot Village apartments and learn about the immigration life. 
When they get settled into jobs they move out to other places. Patriot Village is indeed a starting point for new 
immigrants. 

Start of Korea Town Annandale 
If you drive for about 15 minutes southwest from Washington, D.C. and take Exit 52 of the beltway, you find 

yourself in Annandale City in Fairfax, Virginia. Annandale is divided into two administrative jurisdictions, Braddock 
District in the South and Mason District in the North. The population totals about 55,000. About 300 years ago this 
area was an empty field like most areas in the United States then. There were no buildings and no one owned the 
land. The Europeans crossed the Atlantic Ocean and established the colony of Jamestown in Southeast Virginia, later 
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expanding their territory to include Northern Virginia. 

The land was sold to individuals as grants from the government. In 1685 the Ravensworth area of approximately 

20,000 acres was sold to William Fitzhugh, a lawyer and the son of a drapery merchant in England. Fitzhugh 

developed the area as a plantation farm and bequeathed the property to his children. Although the developer was a 

person from England it was a Scotsman named Yates who put the name on the land, taking the name of the Annan 
River in Scotland and adding 'Dale,' which means valley, at the end. In this way, Annandale's history started. 

Stables and blacksmith's shops were built in the small village and the sound of sawing from the lumber mill 
was heard. In 1806 the main road, now called the Little River Turnpike, was constructed to connect Fairfax and 

Alexandria. It was the third toll road built in the United States, followed two years later in 1808 by Columbia Pike. 

Annandale was developed as one of the residential areas in the suburb of Washington, D.C. after World War II. It 
continued to be developed from late 1950 to early 1970 to create the current town limits. 

As Rome was the world's center in ancient times, so Annandale is the center for Korean immigrants' world now. 

From the late 1980s Annandale became the Korea town for new Korean immigrants to keep in mind. Tae Kwon 

Lee, an old timer immigrant who came to the U.S. in 1968, testified that the number of Korean businesses grew 

rapidly from 1990 in Annandale and now about 70% of businesses in this area are owned by Koreans. You can see 

big store signs in Korean along Little River Turnpike (Rt. 236) still the main street through Annandale. You have 

xxx Acupuncture & Herb Clinic, xxx Optical, xxx Restaurant, xxx Travel, xxx Seafood, xxx Rice Cake and others. 

Here you have everything that is in Korea except inns. There are 25 Korean restaurants and 18 beauty shops. There 

are real estate companies, financing companies, banks, saunas, churches, construction companies, wedding services, 

advertisement designs, night clubs, singing rooms, PC rooms, rice cake stores, chess rooms, cartoon rooms, attorney 
offices, doctors offices, oriental medicines, video stores, photography shops, book stores, travel agencies, barber 

shops, gas stations, bakeries, hardware stores, cleaners, education centers, accounting offices, fortune tellers, exercise 

rooms, and private investigators. It looks like a small town in Korea was brought here to Annandale. Over 300 

Korean businesses are operating in this area. Anything Koreans want can be found in Annandale. 

As the number of Korean businesses grew, Korean businessmen founded the Korean Businessmen Association to 

promote Korean unity and rights. The Washington Post reported on May 16, 1999 that a Korea Town was forming 

in the Washington area. The Post reported that there were about 100,000 Koreans in the Washington metropolitan 

area, which includes Virginia, Maryland and D.C. It estimated that about 50,000 Koreans lived in Fairfax County 

near the Korea Town. The Korea Town became the Korean business area to respond to the needs of these Koreans, 

the Post pointed out. The population of Koreans in Annandale increased three-fold from 1,504 to 3,651, according 
to the 1990 and 2000 Census. That number indicated that 6.6% of the residents of Annandale were Korean. 

On October 25, 2003, a Korean-American Day was celebrated at Mason District Park in Annandale. About 3,000 

Koreans attended as well as the district's Congressman, Tom Davis, and other U.S. politicians. Seung Joo Han, 

Korean Ambassador to the U.S. also attended the ceremony that included Korean cultural performances, a traditional 

Korean ceremony, children's composition test, a drawing test, a soccer game, a singing contest, youth singing and 

other games. A parade sponsored by the Korean Chamber of Commerce and Industry passed along Columbia Pike 

and the spectators enjoyed the royal carriage. The parade was led by teams holding a large American flag and a 

Korean flag. There were folk dancers, Miss Washington, a Tae Kwon Do team, and veterans in the parade. 

When the Korean soccer team played the Japanese team at the World Cup about 2,000 Korean gathered in 
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Annandale to cheer enthusiastically, resembling the cheering crowds in Seoul. While watching the game broadcast 

by KBS satellite TV on a 24'X 18' super screen they shouted, 'Dae Han Min Gook.' Korea Town was not without 

community problems, however. As the Post pointed out, there was growth of the local economy as the Korea Town 

was forming p.ere, but there were also uneasy relationships with the Americans who lived in the area because of the 

exclusive-mindset prevalent among the Koreans. 

Koreans dominated the economy of Annandale. But they still had an exclusive-mindset regarding other races. At 

town meetings other residents continued to express their dissatisfaction with Koreans. They asked why Koreans 

didn't use store signs printed in English. Some residents complained that they could not order the food they wanted 

because Korean waitresses were unable to speak English. 

Local residents in Annandale noted that Koreans had improved their image but they expected Koreans to participate 

in the well being of the community. Very few Koreans attended the town meetings even though several hundred 

Korean businesses operated in Annandale. Tom Clawford, president of the Annandale Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, pointed out that there were fewer than ten Korean members of the Chamber. He understood that Koreans 

have language problems, cultural differences, and different views oflocal society but insisted that Korean businessmen 

in Annandale should take responsibility to communicate their needs by participating in community affairs. 

Changing Korean Community 
Annandale started changing with the new millennium. A growing number of younger Koreans and Americans 

started to visit the Korea Town. It was not common in the past that the 1.5 or second generation of Korean immigrants 

visited the Annandale area, but now the young people were drawn to the Korean restaurant, which served as a 

detached living room for male guests only. Gift shops like Thingamajig, a Washington Department store, opened in 

the area. Clothing stores geared to the taste of young people like Sessy Fashion, Orange Tree, and Fashion Gallery 

Gio opened their business. Singing and dancing rooms like Riverside Music Studio, Cafe Muse, Ap Gu Jung Dong, 

U&I Music Studio were already operating and young people became recharged by singing and dancing with DDR. 

They sang the old Korean popular songs as well as contemporary popular songs. 

Game rooms like Gametopia, Cyber X PC, and Click To Me opened for business. These new stores are mainly 

for the 1.5 generation of Korean immigrants who attended grade schools in Korea. They are half yellow and half 

white, meaning half Korean and half American. Those who frequent these stores are very comfortable socializing 

with others. This area is a center of Korean culture. Miss Kyung Hwa Chung, a 2lyear-old interviewed at Cafe 

Reminis said, "I feel great here. I felt as ifl were in Korea. There is no other place I want to go." They live in the 

Washington area, but their minds remain in Korea. The style of Korean businesses in Annandale is changing as more 

1.5 generation of Koreans have appeared here in the last 2-4 years. It is interesting to note the many business stores 

and wedding service businesses that opened aiming at young Korean customers. 

Wedding service businesses are booming in this area. Some of them are People Getting Married, My Wedding, 

Novia Total Wedding, Beati Wedding Dress, Ye Won Wedding Service, and Im Heh Sun Wedding Dress. The children 

of the first generation Korean immigrants, the growing number of students from Korea, and young people who came 

to the U.S. with their parents 5-10 years ago, became old enough to get married. These young people are living 

alongside the first generation Korean immigrants in the Korean community in Annandale. Annandale :functions as 

a place where the Korean and American cultures meet. The change can be seen Yechon Korean Restaurant near the 

capital beltway, which serves Americans who are employees of offices in the area. Despite of the smell of kimchi 

stew and bean paste pot stew in the restaurant, about 20% of customers are Americans. 
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In the past, American customers at Korean restaurants were former U.S. military men who served in Korea, 

civilians who were stationed in Korea, or husbands of Korean women. Some of them were just friends of Koreans. 

Recently, however, American customers at Korean restaurants are coming there to enjoy Korean food. They also 

visit Korean beauty shops as the Korean beauticians do their jobs delicately. Some Americans like Korean bread 

and they frequent the Korean bakeries. The Korean style PC rooms, opened since the late 1990s, attract many young 

Americans. 

It is a notable trend that many Koreans have bought real estate in Annandale. Myung Wook Kim, Principal Broker 

of KO-AM Realty & Investment, stated that Koreans are buying most of the Annandale properties. Indeed, about 

90% of properties for sale there end with Korean ownership. 

Koreans own small commercial buildings priced between one and two million dollars. Recently Seoul Plaza, 
where Seoul Sundae operates, was purchased by Koreans. Shopping Strip, where Neul Born Restaurant is located, 

was sold to a Korean. These properties cost over 5 million dollars each. Except for some American stores like Giant 

and Safeway, most of stores are owned by Koreans. There are several reasons why Koreans buy real estate property. 

The first generation of Korean immigrants became wealthy, the stock decline of 2000 made Koreans believe that 

it would be safe to invest in real estate, and Korea has a new policy that allows money to be sent to the U.S. freely. 

Annandale had been a sleepy town until Koreans revitalized the area with Korean businesses. 

The investment in real estate by Koreans was not limited to Annandale area but included the entire Washington 

metropolitan area. It is typical for three to five Korean friends to pool their savings and form an investment club 

to invest in real estate property or to develop buildings. Sang Yong Choi and his friends bought the Seoul plaza in 

Annandale as well as the JC Penny department store in Baltimore. They renovated the 170,000 square foot store 

and opened many Korean stores there in 2004. Grand Mart's owner along with some investors bought a 66,000 
square foot building in Annandale and renovated it, turning it into a grocery store in late 2003. They bought a super 

size commercial property in Centreville and began renovating that. In March 2004 a developer in Fairfax County 

received applications for new homes under construction. About 1,000 applicants came by and approximately 200 

of them were Koreans. 

Change of Korean Population and Residential Area 
Prior to the 1980s more Koreans resided in Maryland than Vrrginia. In 1980 Maryland had about 15,100 Koreans 

and Vrrginia had about 12,600 Koreans. In 1990, Maryland had about 30,300 Koreans and Virginia had about 

30,100. But in 2000, the number of Koreans was 45,279 in Virginia and 39,155 in Maryland. 

The highest density of Koreans in Maryland is in Montgomery County. It had 10,942 Koreans in 1990 and 

the number grew to 15,130 in 2000, up 38.2%. The rate of increase is lower than the 59% increase recorded in 

Fairfax County that had 28,028 in 2000. The reason for the rapid population growth in Vrrginia was in part the 

change of American society. After World War II many retired military men got federal jobs and moved to Fairfax. 

Dulles International Airport opened in the 1960s. High Tech businesses in Northern Virginia played a major role 

in population growth. Northern Virginia has been revitalized, attracting many people from other areas in general. 

Many Koreans moved to this area.because Annandale became the center of the Korean community after the Korean 

Association of Greater Washington office moved to Annandale. 

Koreans are moving to the outskirts of Fairfax County and Montgomery County where most of the Koreans reside. 

In Virginia many Koreans have been moving to Centreville and Chantilly. Recently, they have been moving to 
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Gainsville and Haymarket in Prince William County along Rt.66. The population of Koreans in Arlington, Falls 

Church and other areas inside the capital beltway is decreasing or standing still. When you compare the number 

of Koreans in the Mount Vernon area of Alexandria in the 1990 Census and the 2000 Census, you see a decline of 

45.4%. In Falls Church the number declined by 28.4 %. Currently Oakton has 1,108 Koreans; Dunn Loring 281; 

Tysons Comer 788; Chantilly 1,289 and Merrifield 869. Loudon County has 883, which is 215% up from 10 years 

ago. No new residential areas are being developed now, but more Koreans continue to move to these areas. 

The number of Koreans in the Norfolk-Virginia Beach- Newport News area increased to 4,071 , up by 32% and 

Richmond- Petersburg area increased to 3,129, up by 26.9% during the 10 year period between the censuses. Slower 

growth in the Korean population was noted in Maryland when compared with Virginia. The Korean population in 

Prince George's County was reduced by 18.4% during the 10 year period. The number of Koreans in Montgomery 

County, Prince George's County and Frederick County was 19,534 in 2000, up by 22.4% during the 10 year period. 

In 1990, there were 15,967 Koreans in these counties. The growth rate in Maryland was more than 20% lower than 

in Virginia which was up 55.7%. In Olney, Burtonsville, North Potomac, North Bethesda, and Gaithersburg, the 

Korean population grew by more than 100%. In Olney, the highest growth rate was noted from 191 Koreans to 529. 

In Burtonsville the number increased from 122 to 332; North Potomac from 410 to 1,098; North Bethesda to 639 up 

by 124%; and Gaithersburg to 896 up by 108%. 

However, the number ofKoreans in Prince George's County fell from 4,710 to 3,843, or 18.4% during the ten year 

period. This was because Korean businesses concentrated in Montgomery County and the residential situations in 

Prince George's county are not as good as those in Montgomery County. The reduction of population in Beltsville 

was from 475 Koreans to 234, down by over 50%. The Wheaton-Glenmont area population fell from 1,338 to 836. 

The number of Koreans in Aspen Hill was also down from 1,543 to 1,401. 

Price of Homes in Korean Residential Areas 
The price of a home in the Washington area has increased by double digits over the past several years. In 2003, the 

price of a home in 16 counties in the Washington metropolitan area, where many Korean resided, went up by double 

digits at a time when many Koreans were buying homes. 

The price of a home in Prince William and Stafford counties went up 20% in a year. The median home price 

in Prince William County was up from $192,000 to $230,000 within a year in 2002. The median home price in 

Stafford County went up to $239,900. The price of homes in other areas went up by 10%. The median home price 

in Alexandria was $300,000; Loudon county $309,000; and Arlington county $342,000. 

In the 2000s, the price of home in Fairfax County, where most of Koreans resided, went up an average 33% per 

year for a period of three years. In the 1990s, the price of a home here went up less than 0.77% per year. The 

median home price was $315,000 and the average price for a single home was $426,000 in Fairfax. The property tax 

was $4,900. In 2002, the average home price in Great Falls was $572,000; McLean $454,000 and Fairfax Station 

$420,600. The average home price in Clifton, Oakton, Vienna, other areas was over $300,000. The average home 

price in Herndon, Chantilly, Fairfax City and other areas was over $250,000. The price in Annandale was $232,000; 

in Burke $227,000 and in Centreville $215,000. 

In Maryland, the price of home went up by 17% in Ann Arundel County. The median price of a home in Ann 

Arundel County was $221,000; Prince George's county $183,459; Baltimore county $155,000; Frederic county 

$205,000; and Howard county $252,500. The average home price in Montgomery County was $295,500, up by 13 %. 
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Centreville Becomes the Second Korea Town 
The Korean population in Centreville increased from 378 in 1990 to 2,028 in 2000, up by 436%. The number of 

Koreans sky rocketed in Centreville, a suburb of Fairfax and Chantilly that is near Centreville. Many new detached 

homes and town houses were build these areas and the prices were lower here than in Burke, Springfield or Fairfax. 

In addition, the Koreans did not want to leave Fairfax County. 

Since 2000 the Korean population and business in Centreville have been growing rapidly and the second Korea 

Town is forming in this area. It was recently said that more than half of all new comers in Centreville are Koreans. 

Some real estate agents estimate that 6,000-7,000 Koreans resided in this area in April 2004. This number is three 

times more than the number recorded by the 2000 Census. The population growth in this area is underscored by the 

fact that there are two Korean video shops here. 

The average home price in the 20120 zip code area of Centreville went up by 20.1 % in 2000-2003 . This rate is 

the highest in Fairfax County. As the population grew many Korean businesses came to this area. The first Korean 

business started in this area in the mid 1990s. 11 Mee Buffet Restaurant was opened in 1991 ; The Leaming Place in 

1996; and Ahn Bang Video in 1998. 

Starting in 2000 some Korean businesses moved to Centreville and others opened branch stores. This area is 

becoming the second Korea Town. Soowon Kalbi, P&K Restaurant, LLC, Matsu Sushi, Migun USA Co. Inc., Jin 

W. Kim Centre Med II, Yong In Beauty Shop, Home Cinema, Nam Nan Sook Home Decor, More Shiseido, Han 

Uri Realty and other businesses are operating in this area. The opening of Grand Mart, an oriental grocery store, in 

November 2002 has accelerated the formation of another Korea Town here. 

Office condominiums were built on a large scale and sold to Koreans. One characteristic point in the Centreville 

businesses is that the customers are younger people in their 20s-40s. Because the children of this age group are 

students there are many private schools operating in the area. Best Academy, Power Academy, Cambridge Education 

Center, J Art Studio, Young Dance School, White Marsh Enopi Class, Koomon, Centreville Piano Academy, MT 

Academy, Centreville Preschool and other private schools can be found here. Korean churches are also moving 

to this area. Eternal Life Presbyterian Church, Open Door Presbyterian Church, The New Creation Church, and 

Shepherd Church have already moved to the area. Korean Central Presbyterian Church, the largest Korean church 

in the Washington area, is ready to move its church to Centreville. There is not much room left for businesses in 

Annandale and the rent is sky rocketing there. Therefore, Centreville has become the place Koreans want to reside, 

have offices, and do their shopping. 
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4. Korean Church Activities 

1) Protestants 

Korean Methodist Church of Washington 
The movement to establish Korean churches arose in responseto the growth of the Korean community. Reverend 

Tae Mook Kim moved to the Washington area from Hawaii in the spring of 1951. He had been a pastor at Hawaii 

Korean Christian Church and was the person for whom the Washington Christian community was waiting. Walter 

K. Park together with Reverend Tae Mook Kim led the preliminary arrangements to establish a new Korean church. 

They first had to find a building, but until they were able to buy one, they decided to hold church services at an 

American church. 

Kim and Park visited the National Presbyterian Church on the comer ofN Street and Connecticut Avenue and talked 

with Reverend Ellson. They explained the situation but Reverend Ellson was not convinced. He recommended that 

the Koreans join his American congregation. He was against the idea of forming an independent minority church. 

Further, he doubted the success of such a church in the future. They belonged to the Presbyterian denomination and, 

therefore, should come to this church. They were disappointed at the unexpected negative reaction. 

They were later contacted by Reverend Frederick Harris of Foundry United Methodist Church at 1500 Sixteenth 

Street N.W., Washington, D.C. Reverend Harris told them that he learned Koreans were looking for a place to hold 

church services and that he would welcome them in his church. He was very friendly to the Koreans. Dr. Syngman 

Rhee attended Reverend Harris' church while he was in exile before the Korean liberation. Other Koreans also 

attended this church with Dr. Rhee. Reverend Tae Mook Kim, Walter K. Park and Byung Cheol Koh, a student 

leader, were members of the preparation committee for the establishment of a church, and they sent out invitation 

letters to all Koreans in the area on October 10, 1951. 

The congregation of thirty-two Koreans had their first worship service on October 14, 1951. They had a meeting 

after the service and elected Reverend Tae Mook Kim as pastor, Walter K. Park as financial officer, Byung Cheol 

Koh as corresponding secretary, and Ki Baek Yang (Key P. Yang) as recording secretary. The church was named the 

Washington Korean Methodist Church. This was the first church established in the Washington area. There were 

about 120 Korean residents in the area at that time. 

Reverend Chang Hee Oh became the second pastor for this church in 1953. In July 1955, Reverend Jae Kyung 

Hwang and Reverend Seong Deok Kim were jointly appointed as pastors and they alternatively offered worship 

services, one week by Reverend Hwang and the other week by Reverend Kim. The name of the church was changed 

to the Washington Korean Church in November 1956. In the fall of 1964 they bought a private home for $35,000 

and named it 'Our House.' They had meetings there but continued to have worship services at Foundry United 

Methodist Church. 
Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang retired in July 1977 and Reverend Yoon Kyung Sun became the fourth pastor. The 

church moved to St. Luke Church on January 20, 1978. Reverend Jong Yeol Park became the fifth pastor in July 

1981. Reverend Young Jin Cho became the sixth pastor on July 1, 1983 and has been serving as pastor since then. 

The church acquired William Waster Methodist Church in McLean, currently the Wesley Room building, including 

five acres of land for $450,000 in 1982. They realized their dream of having their own church building 30 years 

after the church was founded. On August 13, 1983, they started construction on the church building and completed 
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it in April 1984. They held the first worship service in the new building in June 1984. The church grew and they 

increased the size of the building in 1990. The congregation continued to grow and they had the third ex.pansion of 

the building during 1997. Since 1998 they have sent mission teams to Yucatan, Mexico to engage in mission work. 

The teams also provide volunteer services for Mexicans. The church has about 12,00 members and its 2005 budget 

was $1,950,000. The church belongs to UMC. 

Korean Baptist Church of Washington 
When the first Korean church was established in the Washington area, Reverend Chang Soon Kim was in the area. 

He had also worked as a pastor for a Korean church in Hawaii before he moved to this area. Reverend Tae Mook 

Kim and Walter K. Park visited Reverend Kim and asked him to join their church. Reverend Kim did not join and 

would not support their church. He wanted to establish his own church. 

In 1955, Reverend Chang Soon Kim and several Koreans were planning to establish a church with the support 

of the Baptist Church Promotion Headquarters in Korea. They acquired a house at 3200 Rittenhouse Street, N.W. 

and used it as a church. By this time the Korean population in the area had grown to approximately 200. The first 

service was held with mostly Korean students on May 6, 1956. The name of the church was the First Korean Baptist 

Church. 

Reverend Kim did not preach but decided instead to invite other Korean preachers to lead services. Korean preachers 

were not available in the Washington area then. Reverend Won Yong Kang, a student at the Union Seminary School 

in New York City, was invited to conduct services on weekends and served as a temporary pastor for the church. 

Rever~nd Byung Kook Ahn became the pastor in 1958 and was succeeded by Reverend Byung Seo Kim in 1969. 

Reverend Kim was replaced by Hyun Chil Kim in the same year. Reverend Woon Se Yeo became the fifth pastor in 

1974. The new church building was built at 310 Randolph Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904 in 1980. Reverend W. 
Jamie Kim became the pastor for this church in 1982. While he was the pastor th~ church grew to have over 1,200 

members. 

In 1990, Reverend Sang Hoon Lee became the pastor of this church. Reverend Kyung Hee Shin replaced Reverend 

Lee in April 1995. In 1998, Reverend Shin resigned. Reverend Seung Hee Lee became the pastor in May 1999. 

Reverend Lee has been serving as the pastor since then. Every year since 1979 this church has sponsored youth 

base ball games in the Washington area. The church provides rooms for Korean Community Service Center and 

classrooms for the United Korean School of Washington. The church's name was the First Korean Baptist Church 

when it was established but later the name was changed to the Korean Baptist Church of Washington. This is the 

second Korean church established in the Washington area but it is the first Korean Baptist church in the United States. 

It is, therefore, considered to be mother of all Korean Baptist churches in America. It is affiliated with the Southern 

Baptist denomination. 

Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington 
The Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington is the third Korean church established in the Washington area. 

Until this church was established there were only two Korean churches in the area, the Washington Korean Church 

and the First Korean Baptist Church, now the Korean Baptist Church of Washington. Koreans in the U.S. were 

mostly Presbyterians because the Presbyterian denomination was the largest among all denominations in Korea. For 

this reason the desire to have a Korean Presbyterian church was growing among Korean Christian community. 

At that time Elder Kyung Ok Kang came to Washington, D.C. to study theology at Howard University. Elder 
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Kyung Ok Kang, Reverend Won Bong Park and Soon Bok Choi held their first church services at a private home on 

July 4, 1965. They held the inaugural church service on July 11 , 1965. The name of the church was the Washington 

Korean Presbyterian Church. The first leader was Elder Kyung Ok Kang, a former member of the House of 

Representatives (second and third) and member of the Senate (first). Elder Kang graduated from the Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary in Korea but he was not ordained as a pastor. He later received his Master of Divinity degree 

from Howard University. He served for the church from July 1965 to September 1966 and returned to Korea in 

1967. He worked as the General Manager for Council of the Police Mission. He was ordained as a pastor in 1971 

after which he established Cheju Gospel Church and served as the pastor for the church. He also established Cheju 

theological Seminary and became the first president of that school. 

The inaugural church service was held at Howard University Chapel but they did not have an appropriate place for 

regular church services. They moved to the National Presbyterian Church and moved again to the Lincoln Chapel 

of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. At that time there were about 800 Koreans in the area and many of 

them were young adults. The church was able to have services at the American Presbyterian Church because of the 

special consideration by the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. In fact, this was made possible due to policy 

changes made by the American Presbyterian Church Council. 

Until 1959 the Presbyterian Church maintained a missionary policy that foreigners were not allowed to worship 

in their own languages in America, and that they should worship in English by joining an American congregation. 

Because of this policy, many Korean Christians with Presbyterian backgrounds were unable to hold services in 

Korean at Presbyterian churches. They had to join Methodist churches instead. That is why early Korean churches 

in America were mostly Methodist. Some examples include: the Robertson Church of Los Angeles (1904), San 

Francisco Methodist Church (1905), New York Korean Church (1921 ), and Chicago Korean Church (1923). 

American Presbyterian churches revised that policy at the general meeting in 1959. The new policy allowed foreign 

Presbyterians to use the church buildings to worship in their own language. Since the change of policy the number 

of Korean Presbyterian churches skyrocketed in the U.S. The Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington has grown 

with the full support of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church under these circumstances. Reverend Sang Yeop 

Ahn became the second pastor in September 1966 served for the church for 3 years and 6 months. In May 1970, 

Reverend Taek Yong Kim became the third pastor for this church. 

The church bought and moved into the Alexandria Bible Protestant Church building in 1975. The building was 

small with only 175 seats but it was the first church building that Koreans acquired in this area. The number of 

church members doubled within two years. With the increase in the congregation, it purchased and moved into the 

Church of God building in Burke, Virginia in 1981. The new building had 400 seats on 5.38 acres of land. As the 

congregation continued to grow they looked for another church building. In 1998 the church bought Fairfax Baptist 

Temple. It has 900 seats on 5 acres of land, and parking spaces for 200 cars. They moved to the new church building 

in 2002. 

Reverend Taek Yong Kirn retired after 30 years of service in 2001. He experienced many difficulties for several 

years before his retirement. The pastor, church officers and members who supported the pastor disputed with those 

who did not support the pastor. Both sides were hurt after such disputes were reported in local media. Unfortunately 

many of the members left the church. In March 2003 Reverend Hyun Joon Kirn, who was a chaplain in the U.S. 

Army for 10 years, became the fourth pastor. He served for the church until April 2005 before resigning. Reverend 

Tae Kwon Kirn became the 5th pastor in October 2005 and serves as the pastor until this day. The church belongs 

toPCA. 
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The United Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington 
The United Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington held its first service with thirty-six adults and thirteen 

children at the American Sixth Presbyterian Church on November 2, 1969. The founding members included Elder 

Theodore U.C. Kim, Deacon Jae Kon Koh, Chang Wook Choi, and Soon Bok Choi. The founding members were 

former members of the Korean Presbyterian Church ofWashington. This church, unlike other churches, was initiated 

by the laymen. They did not have a pastor in the beginning. There was no pastor who delivered the Sunday service 

on a regular basis. 

Thus, they invited Reverends Eui Don Seol, Seung Hak Kim, Tae Kyung Han, Jae Ho Han, Frank B. Park, Ki Bok 

Kim, Seon Do Kim, Taek Yong Kim, In Soo Kim, Young Bong Yoon, Byung Suh Kim, Seong Kook Shin, Hyun 

Chil Kim, and Yoon Sik Kim to preach in turn for nine months until the church found its own pastor. On August 2, 

1970, Reverend Yong Chul Chung became the first pastor of the church. He belonged to the Presbyterian Church of 

Korea, and he led the church services based on the spirit of ecumenism. On September 17, 197 4, the church joined 

the Capital Union Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of U.S.A. 

Reverend Chung retired and Reverend Andy C. Lee became the second pastor on March 1, 1985. Reverend 

Lee resigned in May 1989, and Reverend Byung Seop Ban served as a temporary pastor for three years. Upon the 

expiration of terms with Reverend Ban, Reverend Yeo Cheon Yoon became the third pastor on November 8, 1992. 

Reverend Yun left the church on August 31, 1994 and Reverend Chang Sik Lee became a temporary pastor on 

September 1, 1994. He left the church on March 31, 1995. 

On December 5, 1995 Reverend Jong Goo Woo became the third pastor and served for the church for five years 

and four months before leaving on April 12, 2001. On July 8, 2001, Reverend Hyun Jun An became the fourth pastor 

and has been the pastor for this church up to today. This church had problems after the retirement of Reverend Yong 

Chul Chung due to frequent changes in the position of pastor. Since the appointment of Reverend Hyun Jun An 

as the pastor things have settled down in the church and they are ready to move forward. The church's address is 

7009 Wilson Lane, Bethesda, MD 20818 and they share the church building with Trinity Presbyterian Church, an 

American church. Joint ownership of this building was approved by Presbyterian Association on June 15, 1989. The 

worship service is held at noon on Sunday. The church belongs to PCUSA. 

Virginia Korean Baptist Church 
Under the leadership of Reverend Frank B. Park the Virginia Korean Baptist Church was founded on April 2, 

1972. Reverend Park was the first pastor of this church and they had worship services at Westover Baptist Church 

in Arlington, Virginia. The theme was to become a disciple through the Holy Spirit in Jesus to save the people 

of the world. This church was the first Korean church for all denominations. The church focused on the Korean 

community and helped early immigrants settle in the area while worshiping together. 

The original name of the church was the Virginia Korean Community Church and the stated purpose of this 

church was to get all Korean immigrants to participate in church activities regardless of their denominations. On 

October 28, 1973, the church became affiliated with Westover Baptist Church. The church had received benefit and 

support from the Southern Baptist Convention until June 6, 1976 when it joined Southern Baptist Convention as an 

independent church. 

The church continued to hold worship services at Westover Baptist Church chapel until October 1987 when it 

bought a church building at 7100 Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039. They had the first worship service and 
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Thanksgiving at the new facility in November 1987. 

In 1992 the next ten-year plan was adopted at the Annual Business meeting under the general theme of"Ari Inclusive 

Church." The plan was to promote a Christian education to all members and specifically to aim for a creative ministry 

to serve the second generation Korean Americans. Building renovation blueprints were also included in this long 

range plan. The extension of the education-fellowship building and the extension of parking spaces were planned. 

Reverend Frank B. Park was not only the first pastor of the Virginia Korean Baptist Church, he was also a 

professional social worker. He, therefore, had served the Korean community well. Until he retired at age 70 he 

served for the church full time for ten years. Prior to his retirement, Reverend Park took a one year sabbatical leave. 

At this time he invited his successor, Reverend Se Won Suh, to take full authority of the pastoral leadership. 

Reverend Frank B. Park became Pastor Emeritus of the Virginia Korean Baptist Church and Reverend Suh 

succeeded him as the second pastor at the twentieth anniversary celebration of the church on April 5, 1992. The 

identity of the church was getting clearer in 1992. New services for the second generation of Koreans began. It was 

easy to recognize the spiritual and numerical growth of the chllfch. It took three years, until 1998, to complete the 

education-fellowship building. The new building with its vision for the next generation in the church gave birth to a 

separate English ministry in the same year. The growth of church was not only happening in the adult congregation, 

but also in its youth group and children's ministry. 

Until his resignation in 2000, Reverent Suh was a strong and genuine leader for 9 years. Under his leadership, the 

church grew and was strengthened. In February 2001, Reverend Choon Tack Kim became the third pastor of the 

church. 

In December 2003, Reverend Sung Won Yang became the fourth pastor of the church. The church's slogan is 'the 

number one church for change and growth'. It has three visions: a training group for disciples of Jesus, a mission 

group for sending the light of gospel to end of the earth, and a cultural group for shaping all existing cultures to the 

culture of Jesus. The church has about 800 members and its budget is $800,000 per year. The church belongs to 

Southern Baptist Convention. 

Hana Presbyterian Church 
(formerly Maryland Korean Presbyterian ChurchNung Rak Presbyterian Church) 

The first Korean church that was founded in suburban Maryland close to the Washington metropolitan area was 

the Maryland Korean Presbyterian Church. The church was established by Reverend 11 Hyung Chiang with early 

Korean immigrants at Kent Village on May 14, 1972. They held worship services at private homes and later at 

Berwyn Presbyterian Church. They bought the church building in Lanham and had the first worship service at their 

own church on April 15, 1982. 

Maryland Korean Presbyterian Church belongs to PCUSA. In 1986 the first pastor of this church retired and was 

succeeded by the second pastor, Reverend Jeong Kil Nam. The third pastor was Reverend Nam Hong Cho and the 

fourth pastor was Min Cheol Shin. The fifth pastor was Hyun Jun An and he resigned in July 2000. The church 

experienced some difficulties until April 15, 2001 when they decided to merge with Yung Rak Presbyterian Church 

and on April 22, 2001 they had the first united worship service. 

Yung Rak Presbyterian Church belonged to PSUAS as the Maryland Presbyterian Church did. In January 1982 
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it had its inaugural service at an American Presbyterian Church on Georgia Avenue and in the next year they began 

to hold worship services at the current location of Colesville Presbyterian Church which belongs to PSUSA. The 

first pastor was Reverend Soon Gak Lee and the second pastor was Reverend Yo Seop Kang. The third pastor was 

Reverend Jae Doo Chung and the fourth pastor was Byung Cheol Cho. Reverend Heemoon Lee became the fifth 

pastor of the church on May 9, 1999. It was while he was serving as the pastor that the two churched were merged. 

When these two churches merged they renamed the new church Hana Presbyterian Church. The church merger 

was approved by the PCUSA on May 22, 2001. On June 24, 2001, Reverend Heemoon Lee, who was the pastor of 

Yung Rack Presbyterian Church, became the pastor of Hana Presbyterian Church and six elders with deacons were 

appointed. 

Washington Central Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Myung Ho Yoon founded the Washington Central Presbyterian Church with several families at his 

home in Vienna, Virginia on November 4, 1973. They had a vision for a church that would train church members as 

Disciples of Christ to change the world. Reverend Won Sang Lee served for this church as the second pastor for a 

period of26 years from 1977 to 2003. During this period the church continuously grew to become the largest Korean 

church in the Washington area. Reverend Lee maintained the growth of the church and peaceful relationships with 

the congregation under his biblical sermons and excellent leadership. In October 2003 Reverend Lee retired and 

became the Pastor Emeritus of the church. Reverend Chang Soo Noh became the third pastor of the church. 

Washington Central Presbyterian Church built its church building on land in Vienna in October 1987. In 1993 the 

church also built an education center and a gymnastic building and it was equipped with everything to be a big church. 

There are many reasons why this church has thrived. First, the pastor has delivered inspiring sermons and trained 

church members biblically. Second, the church has actively supported missionary teams for short term and long term 

missions. Third, the spiritual ties between the pastor and church members have been strong. Fourth, the members 

of the church have been dedicated to the church. Fifth, the church has co-operated well with the Presbyterian Church 

in America. Sixth, the church is located in an area where the population of Koreans has grown. Up until now, this 

church has been known as an outstanding church without any conflicts or divisions. 

Recently the church has concentrated on training. 2:7 disciple training, pigeon disciple training, Timothy Bible 

Research, one-to-one fellowship movement for all members, group prayer for others, Thursday meetings for women 

members, and fathers' classes are all functioning in the church. In celebration of the 25th anniversary of the church 

the church established the D.C. Community Service Center in a slum area in Washington, D.C. in 1998. The center 

was built to save the poor people in the middle of Washington, D.C. and provide social services for them. This 

building is now used to provide missionary work. 

According to the statistical information at the end of 2004 the church had about 2,700 members. Children and 

youth members numbered about 900. About 500 young members attended English ministry. The budget of the 

church for the year of 2005 was $5,500,000. 

In 1990, the church established SEED International, an independent missionary association, to have 3,000 Korean 

churches in'the United States dispatch missionaries. Currently, the church has sent 12 missionary families overseas 

and has provided their financial support. 

Entering the 21st Century, Washington Central Presbyterian Church has a vision to build a new church building for 
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first, second and third generations of Korean immigrants to carry on the mission of Christianity together. They are in 

the process of building a new church building in the 80 acres ofland in Centreville. This church belongs to PCA. 

First Korean Presbyterian Church of Maryland 
Reverend Joong Ho Huh established First Korean Presbyterian Church of Maryland with five families by having 

the first worship service in a room in the basement of Riverdale Church in October 1973. Reverend Huh served the 

church as the first pastor for almost 30 years and retired in May 2002. He is the Pastor Emeritus for the church. At 

the time of the foundation of the church the largest number of early Korean immigrants lived at Kent Village, which 

is near the church. There were about 200 Korean families there and most of them had just arrived in the U.S. and 

were not Christians. This church began to grow by serving the Korean immigrants. 

In 1979, the church provided Tae Kwon Do lessons for children by establishing the Hahn Bitt Tae Kwon Do team. 

Children were active in this program and their morale was boosted. The next year, 1980, the church established 

Hahn Bitt Korean Language School and began to teach Korean to children. The school provided much needed 

education for Korean children. The church continued making efforts to provide education to the second generation 

of immigrants. It led the second generation of immigrants for English ministry. In the same church building the 

Korean ministry and English ministry both hold their activities together harmoniously. 

The church bought one hundred burial spots for church members and other Korean immigrants and they will be the 

last places for them to rest. The following year the church acquired another hundred spots. The church offers them 

to any Koreans who pioneered immigrant life in the U.S. 

In 1994 the church bought a 40,000 square foot building in Riverdale, Prince George's County and converted it to 

the church building. The church belongs to PCUSA. It also belongs to the Atlantic Korean American Presbyterian 

Association, with which it jointly owns this church building. The church is ready to open its facilities for Korean 

Service Center and community services for people in Prince George's County. 

In September 2003 Reverend Eun Woo Park became its second pastor. The church continues to grow, expanding 

its missionary work overseas and maintaining good relations with other missionary organizations in and out of the 

country under the leadership of Reverend J>ark. The church established the Evergreen Senior Center to provide 

fellowship opportunities and education to elderly Koreans in Prince George's County. The church contributes by 

serving area Koreans and their community. 

Global Mission Church of Greater Washington 
On November 10, 1974, Reverend Hyun Chil Kim established the First Korean Baptist Church with 101 adults and 

35 children and youths by renting Kensington Baptist Church in Silver Spring, Montgomery County. The church 

made efforts to gospel and provide community services with God's love. It grew rapidly as a result. 

On January 15, 1975, the church joined the Montgomery District Association of Maryland/Delaware Association 

under the Southern Baptist Convention, deacons were appointed, and Reverend Kim was inaugurated as the first 

pastor. On November 9, 1975, the church acquired the Northgate Baptist Church building at the current address and 

had the first anniversary worship service with the dedication of the church. In 197 8 the church had 150 families with 

250 adults and 130 children. On November 9, 1980, it completed building a new Chapel and education facility of 

17,900 square feet, and held the 6th anniversary worship services with joy. 
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On August 5, 1983, Reverend Dong Won Lee became the second pastor. He provided fresh and inspiring sermons 

and the congregation members were filled with high spirits. He systemized bible study courses for church members. 

As a result the church improved in quality and quantity with more church activities. Under the creative leadership 

of Reverend Lee, New Family class, Disciple class, Bible class, and other classes were developed with assistant 

pastors and teachers teaching the classes. In 1986 the church led to create KOSTA, a training session for Korean 

students in the U.S. and provided an opportunity for Korean students to refresh their spiritual minds and equip with 

faith. The headquarter of KOSTA was in the church and the programs expanded to Europe, Japan, Canada, South 

America, Russia, China and other countries. On December 6, 1992, the new chapel, multi-purpose hall (including a 

gymnastics room) and mission education building were built and the church held a dedication worship service. The 

new chapel is 75,000 square feet and cost $6,500,000 to build. At the end of 1993, the church had 980 registered 

members and 350 children and youths. Its annual budget was $2,000,000. 

On September 19, 1993, the church adopted 'Vision 2000' and on November 7th Reverend Man Poong Kim joined 

as co-pastor of the church. Later Reverend Dong Won Lee was dispatched to Korea to establish a church there and 

Reverend Kim became the third pastor. In line with Vision 2000, the church changed its name from First Korean 

Baptist Church to Global Mission Church of Greater Washington on January 1, 1994. With Reverend Lee of Global 

Mission Church of Korea, the church opened a new chapter of common ministry, common church activities, and 

common missionary work. Reverend Kirn has dispatched about 30 missionaries overseas through the training and 

education he provided. He presented the direction of the church as 'toward the target' on September 1, 1996, and 

began leading the church to a meta church, not mega church, through a cell church, family service, and network 

service. 

On November 14, 1999, Reverend Kirn presented 'Vision 2010' at the 25th anniversary of the church. It was a 

church vision to have 5,000 church members, 500 laymen church workers, 50 dispatched missionaries and 5 new 

churches of Global Mission centers in the first decade of the new millennium. This vision included an English 

ministry and an International ministry. On September 8, 2004, the church acquired a parcel of 120 acres on the 

border of Montgomery and Frederic counties to build the Global Vision Center for the realization of 'Vision 2010'. 

The church participates actively in community services. It sheds lights of gospel to the main stream society and 

influences them with love of Christ. 

At the 31st anniversary of the church it had 1,400 members and 450 children and youths. The annual budget of the 

church was $3,500,000. This church belongs to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Northern Virginia Korean Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Supong Hwang established the Northern Virginia Korean Presbyterian Church on March 30, 1975, 

by having the first worship service with a support group at Fairlington Presbyterian Church in Arlington, Virginia 

that belonged to PCUSA. The original name of the church was the Northern Virginia Korean Church. The church 

positioned itself as a place of worship for all Koreans regardless of their denominations. On December 31, 1978, they 

had a general meeting and decided to change the name of the church to the Northern Virginia Korean Presbyterian 

Church and established its identity as a Presbyterian church. The church grew under the grace of God and on April 1, 

1979, the church joined the National Capital Presbytery of PCUSA and ordained three elders. At the worship service 

for the fifth anniversary of the church Reverend Hwang became its first pastor. 

The growing church looked for an opportunity to provide community services and on August 29, 1981, the church 

sponsored the first all-church baseball tournament in the Washington area. Eighteen Korean churches sent teams to 
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play. Since then the church has sponsored 24 such tournaments that helped unite the Korean churches. These games 

helped the first generation of Korean immigrants maintain unity and fellowship. Korean youth especially were 

active in church activities through these games. Currently about 30 church baseball teams participate in the yearly 

tournament. Mainstream American society also shows interest in such games. 

In 1982 as part of its cultural activity the church began sponsoring a youth arts event and presented 'Atom Bomb 

of Love,' a biblical drama. In 1991 the church hosted dance performances by Russian biblical dancers, Alma-Ata. 

The church decided to commence Russian mission work with this occasion. In October 1991 Reverend Hwang 

visited Alma-Ata in Kazakhstan, one of the 15 republics of the former Soviet Union and established the Alma-Ata 

Peace Church there. From the beginning Reverend Hwang's church received financial assistance from Fairlington 

Presbyterian Church. The church's dream of having its OWij building became a reality on January 23, 1996, when 

the church acquired a church building in Annandale where the Korea Town is located. A dedication worship service 

was held in thanks for the realization of the dream that was born in 1987. 

Reverend Hwang, who had served as pastor since the foundation of the church, retired on June 24, 2001. He became 

the Pastor Emeritus on May 3, 2002. While recruiting a successor after Reverend Hwang's retirement, Reverend 

Woong Joe Kang served as the interim pastor for the church from early July, 2001 to the end of July 2003. On July 

30, 2003, Kyoung Mok Kim became the church's second pastor and a worship service was held to celebrate his 

appointment. Reverend Kim's preaching has concentrated on biblical training to produce laymen church workers. 

Fairfax Korean Church 
Reverend Young Yong Kim established the Fairfax Korean Church with several Korean families during Easter 

week in 1976. The church held worship services in a rented room at Nazareth Church, an American church. In the 

first week of July, 1977, this independent church decided to join the Council ofNazareth Church and Reverend Kim 

became the first pastor. The church officially registered as a Nazareth church in Virginia District on April 8, 1979. 

The church didn't start to grow until Reverend Kwang Ho Yang became the second pastor on August 6, 1992. From 

that moment on the church began to grow. In June 1994 the church bought land at 4314 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax 

to build a church building. In August 1996 the church obtained a permit to build a chapel from Fairfax County and 

began construction. On August 16, 1998, the church had a general meeting to decide its denomination and decided 

the English ministry would continue to belong to the Council of Nazareth Church as it had for the last 20 years. 

However, the Korean ministry decided to join the Presbyterian Church to grow with the Korean community. The 

name of the church was changed from Korean Nazareth Church to Fairfax Korean Church. 

On December 12, 1999, a small fellowship room was completed and the church had its first open house service. 

On June 9, 2002, a regular 250 seat fellowship building was completed and the church had its second open house 

service. The church is still holding worship services in this building on a temporary basis because the construction 

of the 500 seat chapel and education facility is still underway. 

In March 2001 the church became a member church of the Korean Capital Council of the Presbyterian Church 

in America at the Spring Term meeting. The church presented a vision of 'serving group'. It has exerted efforts to 

be a place where people can love God happily and in peace. It has also made efforts to assist Korean immigrants 

settle into their immigration life. Since 1992 the church has assisted new Korean immigrants with Immigration 

and Naturalization Citizenship tests and applications for citizenship through consultations. The church has a prayer 

meeting in the early morning every day; the Wednesday service centers on bible study. The church also has a prayer 
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meeting on Fridays that runs late into the night. 

The church is composed of fifteen cell ministries. Each cell minister receives biblical training once every two weeks 

and dedicates himself as a church worker. The church is not aiming to become a mega church. Instead, it places the 

emphasis on sharing and encouraging sections of the church to grow together. The church has shared its newly built 

facilities with Spanish Christians and sponsors the Good Spoon Ministry to help the Spanish community. 

Currently each of the fifteen cell ministries assists with fifteen missionaries. They have a vision to assists 500 

missionaries and new churches. Reverend Kwang Ho Yang is the pastor, Reverend Soo Jin Im is the deputy pastor, and 

Reverend Jae Euk Kim is in charge of missionary activities. The church has about 70 officers and 300 members. 

Ebenezer Korean Baptist Church (Formerly Montgomery Korean Baptist Church) 
Montgomery Korean Baptist Church was founded by Reverend Seung Hak Kim on August 7, 1977. The church 

rented space from First Baptist Church of Rockville, an American church, and held its first worship service there. 

The church formed the Sisterhood in September 1977 and Jeong Hee Kang became the president. In November the 

Brotherhood was formed and Yong Keun Kim was elected as president. On January 12, 1978, the first term deacons 

were selected and Hyung Wook Song became the chairman of deacons. The church was organized to lay a good 

foundation for growth. In May 1979 the church acquired sixty eight burial spots in Norbeck Memorial Park and 

named it 'Montgomery Cemetery.' In August 1978 the church opened a branch church in Laurel, Maryland. The 

church opened the Senior Academy in March 1981. 

As the church grew it organized a construction committee headed by Hee Man Jin in April 1982 to oversee the 

. building of a chapel. On December 29, 1982, the church acquired 4.09 acres of land in Montgomery Village but then 

bought Aspen Hill Baptist Church on January 13, 1986. On the 8th anniversary, October 6, 1985, the church had a 

dedication service at the new church. The church also published its first church news letter, 'Glory.' On December 

10, 1989, Reverend Seung Hak Kim, who founded the church and led its growth, retired and became the Pastor 

Emeritus of the church. On the same day Reverend Shin Woong Hong became the church's second pastor. He 

resigned in 1993 and on July 1, 1994, Reverend Heon Mook Im, who was ordained as a minister while working as 

an evangelist, became the third pastor. In December 2003 Reverend Im retired after having served as the 3rd pastor 

for 9 years and 6 months. In February 2004, Seok Won Moon, who worked for Pilgrim Church, became the fourth 

pastor of the church. In March 2004, the name of the church was changed to Ebenezer Korean Baptist Church. 

The church's vision is to hand over the faith in Christ, as Joshua had, to the next generation and to the role oflight 

and salt for the world. The church is ready to become a healthy, family oriented, serving church for the community 

in the 21st Century. The church belongs to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Seoul Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Myong Ho Yoon founded Seoul Presbyterian Church at 3115 Faber Drive, Falls Church, Virginia on 

September 18, 1977. Reverend Yoon Sam Park served as the pastor for seven months after Reverend Yoon. 

The church had a shaky start because two pastors resigned in the first year. In 1978 Reverend Mun Je Cha became 

the pastor and he served for the church for five and a half years. During the period Reverend Cha was the pastor the 

church grew and construction of the chapel began. However, Reverend Cha's unexpected resignation put the church 

in a difficult position for some time. After the resignation of Reverend Cha, Reverend Seong Jin Ahn, Reverend Hae 
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Keon Yang and Reverend Chae Woon Nah served as pastor. In September 1986 Reverend Joong Seok Park became 

pastor and contributed to the settlement and growth of the church. 

Reverend Jae Dong Kim became pastor in July 1987 and the church grew peacefully. The church bought six-acres 

of land and built a new chapel in September 1998. In February 2002 the church acquired sixteen-acres near the 

church property. In the spring of2005 the 14,000 square foot education building, the 7,000 square foot gymnastic 

building and 70 additional parking lots were built. The church's future plans include a new chapel with 1,000 seats 

and a public hearing for the construction has already been scheduled. The church has five full-time ministers, two 

part-time ministers and 3 5 0 officers. It has about 1,000 church members of the first and second generation of Korean 

immigrants. It has a new vision to grow with faith. 

The church is concerned about the education of the second generation. It has a full time minister for its English 

ministry. The pastor has a biblical philosophy that no single member should be ignored. The church has a special 

program for high school students who speak Korean better than English. A full-time minister is responsible for this 

program. The church is planning seriously to operate its youth program on Sunday instead of Friday. 

In accordance with its vision the church has a permanent slogan of 'training disciples and preaching the gospel.' 

The slogan for 2005 was, 'our church stands firm with peace.' All church officers and members are striving to do 

church work without wasting resources. The church's budget for 2005 was $1,000,000 excluding the expense for 

construction of a new chapel. The church belongs to the Korean Presbyterian Church in America. 

Mclean Korean Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Sang Mook Kirn, Elder Kyu Sup Chung and 63 members established the McLean Korean Presbyterian 

Church at 7144 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, Virginia on August 21, 1977. On August 18, 1977 the church held 

its inaugural worship service. 

In October 1977 the church had a general meeting and appointed Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang as Pastor Emeritus. 

The church also elected Kyu Sup Chung, Choon Taik Suh, Kwan Boo Park, Ki Hwang Kirn and Jae Ki Kim as active 

Elders, and 182 members registered with an oath. In January 1988 the churchjoined PCADELMAVA(Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia). Reverend Steve Smallman of McLean Presbyterian Church, an American church, and the pastor 

and members of the McLean Korean Presbyterian Church decided to be sister churches to each other. The church 

could use the facilities of McLean Presbyterian Church at the actual costs. The church could also use the facilities 

for revival services when available. Reverend Randy Martin, the associate pastor of McLean Presbyterian Church, 

provided services to Korean youth groups for three years without any pay. The two churches have maintained 

amicable relationships under the love of God. 

In the early 1988 when the church celebrated its 11th anniversary, the church bought a beautiful chapel in the middle 

of McLean for $1,630,000. On June 26, 1988, the church held a dedication worship service at this chapel. The 

church members had been poor financially as they were early immigrants but they made overly generous donations 

to glorify God and demonstrate their faith. The church was able to borrow $1,000,000 from a bank using the homes 

of five elders and three deacons as security. For about one and a half years after the resignation of Reverend Sang 

Mook Kim the church members were united and maintained the church, enduring the difficulties. 

Reverend Kirn served as the first pastor until February 15, 1996. Reverend Won Ki Hong became the second 

pastor on August 1, 1997. The church, along with American Presbyterian churches, has supported the D. C. Christian 
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Ministry run by Reverend Bob Mathieu and Sharon Mathieu, his spouse, who have done missionary work in the 

poor area of Anacostia, Southeast ofD.C., for about 30 years. The church sends foods and gifts for children to the 

D.C. Christian Ministry on Thanksgivings and Christmas every year. The church also sends unclaimed clothes 

collected from Korean dry cleaners to the Ministry. The students in the Youth Group attend Camp Dynamite during 

the summer vacation. The church sends them to mission areas as counselors to work with missionaries. In 1998 

the D.C. Ministry invited a missionary group, Convoy of Hope, joined them in relief work for poor families and 

missionary work. The church sent two trailers of food donated by Korean grocery stores and distributed them to 

poor families. 

The church has slogans of 'Lead 120 Korean Americans to Christ,' and 'Send 200 Missionaries by 2020.' The 

church concentrates on preaching and missionary work. On the first Sunday of each month for the past seven years, 

church members have visited everywhere to engage in mission work for non-Christians. Since 2003 the church has 

strived to save souls through cultural events. In 2003 the church presented the drama 'Marriage Day' and invited 

Se Hwan Kim, a famous Korean singer, to perform. These performances comforted Korean immigrants who felt 

homesick and also preached the gospel to them. The purpose of such cultural events is to have non..:Christians visit 

the church and provide a chance for them to be saved. 

The church has sent three missionaries overseas. It supports 20 mission students, 65 assistant missionaries and 

3 mission agencies. Every zone group and committee for missionary work together with 'Mission 2020 Club,' 

organized in 2002, has supported missionaries. Many member families have joined the support. 

The church concentrates not only on missionary work but also on training. The church provides training sessions, 

like New Family Bible Study, 2:7 Disciple Training, Preaching Training, Biblical Disciple Training, Thursday meeting 

for women, Group Prayer and Mission Class. The church encourages members to read and opened a library in 2000. 

The library has about 6,000 books about Christianity. All members are proud of their library and it is well used. 

The church has the first worship service at the chapel on Sunday and the second worship service is held at Langley 

High School. The church budget is $1,350,000. 

Hanwoori Church (Formerly Dae Sung Baptist Church) 
Reverend Chan Kyu Hwang founded Dae Sung Baptist Church in November 1978. The church established 

Odenton Baptist Church as a branch church in September 1982. In October 1983 the church ordained Jin Cheol Park 

and appointed him as the pastor for Odenton Baptist Church. 

In May 1985 the church ordained Jong Yang Kim and sent him to Africa as a missionary. He first met Reverend 

Hwang in Europe while traveling. Missionary Kim organized the mission group for the continent of Africa and 

achieved remarkable results in his mission. Of course, the support of Reverend Hwang and his church helped him 
succeed in the mission. 

In October 1990 the church acquired six acres at 800 Randolph Road, Silver Spring, Maryland and moved there. 

In 1993 the church appointed 91 African missionaries in Malawi and Mozambique where Missionary Kim had done 

his missionary work. 

In July 1999 Reverend Hwang resigned to focus on mission work and he became the Pastor Emeritus and missionary 

for the church. Reverend Joon Sik Ahn became the second pastor and changed the name of church to Hanwoori 
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Church in November 2001. The church established the Maryland Bible College & Seminary in July 2002 on the 

approval of the Education Division of Maryland. The Chairman of the Board of Trustees is Reverend Ahn and the 

Dean of the Seminary is Reverend Shin Woong Hong. The Seminary received permission from SEVIS to issue 1-20 

forms in December 2004. In the spring of 2005, the church was scheduled to have a dedication worship service for 

the new chapel. 

The church offers worship service areas for the deaf church and is the only church in the Washington area to do so. 

It also supports the deaf church. The church belongs to the American Bible Baptist Convention. 

Washington First Methodist Church 
Reverend Joon Sup Hahn, who had been a Korean Army chaplain, founded Washington First Methodist Church 

at Arlington Forest UMC, an American church, on March 11, 1979. At the time, the name of church was Arlington 

Methodist Church but the name was changed twice. From March 11, 1979, through November 27, 1994, it was 

called the Arlington Methodist Church. From December 4, 1994 to July 2, 2000, the name of the church was Holy 

Spirit United Methodist Church. Since July 2000 the name has been Washington First Methodist Church. 

In August 1991 Reverend Joon Sup Hahn resigned and Reverend Seong Joon Yoo became the second pastor. The 

church acquired the current church building at 3330 Holloman Road, Falls Church, Virginia on December 4, 1994. 

Reverend Hahn resigned on April 3, 2004, and was replaced by Reverend Sung Ho Chung, who is still the pastor. The 

church acquired a church building in Centreville for $5,100,000 in 2005. The church was scheduled to move in 2006. 

The congregation numbers about 300. The annual budget of the church is $450,000. The church belongs to UMC. 

Korean Evangelical Church of Washington 
On November 19, 1978, the Korean Evangelical Church of Washington was founded with a worship service held 

at Woo Seop Shim's home. In 1979 Reverend Cheon Young Lee became the temporary pastor and seven deacons 

were appointed. On April 9, 1979, the church rented space from an American church and held the inaugural worship 

service there. 

In November 1979, Reverend Jong Kil Im became the first pastor of the church. In March 1981 a resolution was 

made at the .officers' meeting to build a chapel and the church bought a land for an education center. In September 

1981 Reverend II Goo Kang became the second pastor served for the church for five years and four months. In 
December 1986 Reverend Seung Woon Choi became the third and current pastor. In September 1986 the church 

opened Han Sem Korean School to teach Korean language and culture classes that are still offered today. 

In March 1987 the church sold the land that was intended for the education center and in April bought more land 

for the chapel and education center. On October 11, 1987, the church held a dedication worship service at the new 

chapel and church officers were appointed. In September 1987 English ministry began for high school students. 

The church continues to grow through various education, training, prayer, and church activities. As the number of 

church members increased there was a need to expand the chapel. The members prepared to expand the church by 

holding prayer meetings, bazaars, and hearings to obtain the necessary permits. In April 1992 the church held a 

worship service to bless the construction of the new chapel. At this service the church officers were appointed and 

the construction began effectively. 

During the construction of the new chapel the church made extra efforts to support the construction. The church 

also made efforts for area mission work, world mission work and prayer meeting for Koreans in Los Angeles. It sent 
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money offerings to Koreans in Los Angeles. The church sent the short-term missionary team to Mexico. It provided 
various training on mission work. In March 1995 the church established mission programs at the old chapel for the 
second generation of Koreans for their future. 

On December 3, 1995, the church completed construction of the new chapel and held the dedic3ction worship 
service there. The church takes a part of responsibility toward the area and world missionary work. The church 
continues to grow and continues to support area and world missionary work. In 2000 there was an internal conflict 
but the congregation endured the difficulties and continues to grow. 

Antioch Korean Baptist Church 
On January 28, 1979, Antioch Korean Baptist Church was founded at the small auditorium in Robert E. Lee School 

in Springfield, Virginia with the full support of the Southern Baptist Convention. Reverend Jong Kil Im, the first 
pastor, held the inaugural worship services with 128 individuals present. The church moved from the school to the 
Annandale First Baptist Church, an American church, on June 24, 1979. 

On July 9, 1979, Reverend Se Heon Kim became the second pastor and on October 22, 1979, the church joined 
the Mount Vernon Association. Two pastors resigned within the first two years but when Reverend Byung Kook 
Ahn became the third pastor on October 5, 1980, he laid a good foundation for the church to grow and thrive. With 
Reverend Ahn's ability to deliver sermons the church continued to grow and held a magnificent fifth anniversary 
service on January 29, 1984. At the service Evangelist Young Cho was ordained as a minister and Won Young Hong, 
Tae Sup Chun and Peter W. Yim were appointed as deacons. 

On March 13, 1988, Seong Yeon Yang joined as Education Evangelist to assist Reverend Ahn. As the church grew 
it acquired a church building at 6355 Lincolnia Road, Alexandria, Virginia and moved there on July 2, 1988, from 
Annandale First Baptist Church where it had held worship services for nine years. 

At the tenth anniversary worship service on January 29, 1989, Evangelist Seong Yeon Yang was ordained as a 
minister. At the eleventh anniversary worship service on January 28, 1990, Reverend Ahn was appointed Pastor 
Emeritus, Reverend Soon Koo Noh became the fourth pastor, and In Soo Kil, Jeong Seo Koo, Kwang Shin Pak and 
Sekwon Kenneth Chong were appointed to be deacons. 

On April 22, 1990, Reverend Noh resigned to pursue his Ph.D. Reverend Seong Yeon Yang became the acting 
pastor. On May 27, 1990, Reverend Yang became the fifth pastor. At the 14th anniversary worship service on 
January 31, 1993, Reverend Seung Jin Kim became the sixth pastor. He continued serving the church as the pastor 
until end of 1997 when he resigned to become a professor at the Korean Baptist Seminary where he teaches the 
history of theology. On May 31, 1998, Reverend Seong Yeon Yang was appointed to be the 7th pastor and Yeh Hyun 
Myung was appointed deacon. The church strives to do missionary work based on cell churches. Through active 
worship services the church provides divine services for the congregation. 

Full Gospel First Church of Washington 
Reverend Moon Hyuk Kang and 25 Koreans had the first worship service of the Full Gospel First Church of 

Washington at Assembly of God Church, an American church, in Silver Spring, Maryland on May 13, 1979, in accordance 
with an order from Full Gospel World Mission in Seoul to establish a full gospel church in the Washington area. 

On July 6, 1980, the church was united with Se Kwang Church served by Reverend Yoon Sam Park at First Assembly 
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of God Church in Annandale, Virginia. They renamed the combined church Full Gospel First Church of Washington 

and held the worship service together. On October 19, 1980, Reverend Kang became the Pastor Emeritus and 

Reverend Kyung Hwan Kwon became the second pastor. 

On July 7, 1985 Reverend Young Hoon Lee became the third pastor. The church bought land at 6401 Lincolnia 

Road, Alexandria, Virginia. It completed building the church facilities and held the dedication worship service 

with Reverend Yong Ki Cho from Korea. On May 17, 1992, the church completed the education building. While 

Reverend Lee was the pastor the church grew and completed the construction of church facilities including the 

chapel. 

In September 1993, Reverend Lee was replaced by Reverend Hae Hyun Kook and Reverend Kook became the 

fourth pastor. In November 1995 Reverend Dong Soo Shin became the fifth pastor. Reverend Shin resigned on 

March 17, 2001, and established Christian Church. On March 25, 2001, Reverend Yong Woo Choi became the sixth 

pastor. 

Before Reverend Choi came to the church there had been conflict between the elders, officers and church members 

who supported the pastor, over the direction and operation of the church resulting in a large number of them leaving 

the church in the spring of 2004. The church is still in the process of settling down after the upheaval. 

Virginia Presbyterian Church 
On September 2, 1979, Virginia Presbyterian Church was founded. Elder Hee Cheol Kim, Elder Won Kil Baek and 

thirteen individuals held the inaugural worship services on this day. Starting October 14, 1979, Reverend Hoo Sik 

Shin, chairman of the Council of Dae Han Christ Presbyterian Church in Korea, became the temporary pastor. 

At the first anniversary service on September 9, 1980, Reverend Hyung Wook Shin became the first pastor. He 

served as the pastor for four years. On November 17, 1985, Reverend In Hwa Sohn, who had been a Korean Army 

chaplain, became the second pastor. Starting with his pastorship the church began to grow. 

The church acquired facilities with a chapel of 400 seats, a youth room, children's room, and parking lots for 120 

cars, at 6021 Franconia Road, Alexandria, Virginia. The church opened a Korean language school on March 5, 1994. 

On September 22, 2002, Reverend Sohn retired after 17 years of service and became the Pastor Emeritus. Reverend 

Sang Woong Sohn became the third pastor. 

The church concentrates on being a church in grace and peace. It also concentrates on the education of the second 

generation of Korean immigrants. It has completed construction of the education building. The church offers 

AWANA education, marriage seminars, programs on education of children, and classes for fathers. The church 

belongs to KPCA. 

Washington Sae Han Presbyterian Church 
On February 17, 1980, Washington Sae Han Presbyterian Church was founded with a worship service led by 

Evangelist Yoon Han Kim at Deacon Keh Hwan Kim's home in Dale City, Virginia. Five adults, three children, and 

two visitors were present at the service. They moved their worship place to Faith Bible Presbyterian Church and 

decided to name the church Washington Sae Han Presbyterian Church on April 6, 1980. 

On October 12, 1980, the church held the establishment worship service as Washington Sae Han Presbyterian 
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Church belonging to Korean Christ Presbyterian Council of America, with Reverend Hwa 11 Kim. In 1981, the 

church moved to Ravensworth Baptist Church, an American church, in Annandale, Virginia. On June 4, 1995, the 

church constructed the chapel at 6801 Columbia Pike, Annandale, Virginia. The church held its 25th anniversary 

worship service in 2005. 

There were some difficulties but the church continued to grow with a slogan of renovation of God's words. On 

October 10, 2004, Reverend Young Yeol Yoo became the second pastor. The church has a goal to become a church 

of mission work, teaching, curing, and serving neighbors. The church is ready to accept all levels of people in the 

community. 

The church assists with education programs for the second generation through Korean class and supports a daycare 

center. The education programs include new family classes, one to one disciple training, new life classes, disciple 1, 

2 and 3, training for preaching, missionary training class and other classes. 

Washington First Presbyterian Church 
On June 1, 1980, Washington First Presbyterian Church was established by holding a worship service at a private 

home. The four families of Hyo Soon Lee, Chang Gil Lee, Jin Dae Yoo and Seong Hong Moon attended the service. 

From August 1980 to October 1995 they had worship services at Knox Presbyterian Church, an American church. 

Elder Kwan 11 Lee led the worship services until January 1981 when Reverend Jeong Tae Yoon became the first 

pastor. He served the church for ten years until his retirement at the end of December 1991 . On September 14, 1992, 

Reverend Byung Goo Lee became the second pastor. 

The church bought land to build a chapel in Silver Spring, Maryland in October 1989 but then bought a church 

building at 1011 Maple Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on December 15, 1995. The church moved to the new location 

on June 16, 1996, and held the dedication worship service there. 

In December 1998 the church acquired burial lots at Norbeck Memorial Park. The church has a slogan of 'Glory 

God' and works hard to preach gospel. The church is an independent church. 

Eden Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington 
In August 1982 Eden Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington was founded as Washington Shin 11 Presbyterian 

Church. Reverend Ki Joo Bae became the first pastor of the church in September 1984. In December 1990 Reverend 

Sung Chul Kim became the second pastor. In April 1992 Reverend Seon Mook Chi became the third pastor. 

In August 1992 the church changed the name from Washington Shin 11 Presbyterian Church to Eden Korean 

Presbyterian Church of Washington. In October 1993 the church acquired the chapel at 2629 Centreville Road, 

Herndon, Virginia. The new chapel gave the church a chance to grow. 

In February 1994 the church opened Eden Korean language school. The church offers area volunteer services and 

preaches gospel in the community. The church has a slogan, 'First seek for His kingdom and His righteousness,' 

and serves the Korean immigrants. The church belongs to PCUSA. The church wants to become a church with the 

obligation of sending summons instead of receiving summons. The church has visions of divine worship service, 

education of truth, missionary work, dedicated service, and fellowship. 
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Korean Presbyterian Church of Rockville 
In May 1984 Korean Presbyterian Church of Rockville held its inaugural worship service. In June 1984 Reverend 

Hoon Jin Choi, who established a branch church at Gaithersburg for United Presbyterian Church on November 16, 

1980, became the first pastor and held a worship service at Rockville Presbyterian Church, an American church. 

The church belongs to PCUSA. It focuses on training disciples and Christian life. It provides bible study classes 

and concentrates on preaching. In 1988 the church acquired its own church building. In 1919, the church established 

a Tae Kwon Do mission team and started missionary work through Tae Kwon Do. In 1993 the church sponsored 

a soccer game for Korean churches in the Washington area. It continued to sponsor the game 12 consecutive years 

after that and contributed to the fellowship and unity of Korean churches. 

Reverend Hoon Jin Choi left the church to become the Executive Director of PCUSA to develop programs for 

Asian leaders. In 1995, Reverend Hee Moon Yoon became the second pastor. The church has visions of biblical 

sermon, service, missionary work, and preaching gospel. The church members want to be light and salt in the area's 

society. The church grows under the guidance of the Lord. As the number of church members grew they wanted 

to have a larger chapel. In October 1998 the church acquired a church building at 800 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, 

Maryland, and held the dedication worship service there. In 2005 the church had the 20th anniversary service and 

sent a missionary to Kirgizstan. The church had mission meetings each year for three years. 

In the fall of each year the church has a meeting for preaching. The church sponsors ping pong games, golf games, 

mountain climbing, fishing and other games to promote fellowship. The church supports ten male and female 

missionary teams to develop cultural lives for them. The church belongs to PCUSA. 

National Korean United Methodist Church 

On November 19, 1995, Washington Missionary Church and Potomac United Methodist Church were united to 

create National Korean United Methodist Church. 

Before these two churches were united, Washington Missionary Church was found by Reverend Yoon Kyung Sun, 

the pastor at Washington Korean Church, and several church members in July 1981. They held worship services at 

Andrew United Methodist Church, an American church. Reverend Sun, who served the church as its pastor for nine 

years, resigned in June 1990 to become the Executive Director of the Asian-American Federation ofU.M.C. in San 

Francisco, California. In August 1990 Reverend Seung Woo Lee, who was the pastor of Kenoshia Korean United 

Methodist Church of the Wisconsin Federation, became the second pastor of Washington Missionary Church. 

Before the unification of the two churches Potomac United Methodist Church was founded in Bethesda in 1981 by 

several church members who attended church services at Washington First Methodist Church. Reverend Seok Kyu 

Park, the first pastor, resigned in 1990 and Reverend Sang Kook Noh became the second pastor. The church acquired 

the church building in North Potomac, Maryland. In June 1995 Reverend Noh resigned. The church negotiated with 

Washington Missionary Church for the unification of the two churches and in November 1995 the churches decided 

to unite to create National Korean United Methodist Church. 

After the unification the church held worship services at Seventh Day Adventist Church. In August 2000 the church 

moved to Francis Asbury United Methodist Church, an American church. The church uses the facilities of this 

American church and works as its partner in ministry work. These Korean and American churches exist together 

harmoniously in every way. 
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Open Door Presbyterian Church 
On January 1, 1984, Open Door Presbyterian Church was founded at a worship service held at the home of Elder 

Chae Kon Park. The original name of the church was Korean Orthodoxy Presbyterian Church. On the same day 
they had a temporary general meeting and appointed Reverend Mun Je Cha as the first pastor and Byung In Lee and 

Chae Kon Park as active elders. 

On January 8, 1984, they moved the worship place to 1900 N. Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia. On February 

4, 1988, Reverend Cha passed away. In August 1988 Reverend Byung Won Kim became the second pastor but 

resigned in October 1989. On October 29, 1989, Reverend Tae Kwon Kim became the third pastor. 

The church acquired the church facilities at 6519 Georgetown Pike, McLean, Virginia, and held the open housoosruirot1. 

worship service on April 21, 1991, but Reverend Tae Kwon Kim resigned in September 1991. The church enduredr01eend 

some difficulties until December 22, 1991, when Reverend Yong Hoon Kim became deputy pastor. Reverend Yong, on sto 
Hoon Kim became the pastor and held the dedicated worship service on November 29, 1992. While Reverend Kimned · · 

was the pastor English ministry was revived and the number of church members continued to grow. 

With a new vision the church acquired a 90,000 square foot church building on 16 acres at 3001 Centreviller 

Road, Herndon, Vrrginia on October 21, 2001. The church moved there in April 2002. When they moved there the 

church's name was changed to Open Door Presbyterian Church. While Reverend Kim was on sabbatical in 2003, 

the Church of Love, a mega church in Los Angeles tried to hire him to fill the pastor position vacated by Reverend 

Jeong Hyun.Oh who had been transferredJo Church of Love in Seoul, Korea. The church seemed to have difficulties 

when it came to the position of pastor. However, Reverend Kim determined to stay with Open Door Presbyterian 

Church and the church continues to grow. 

The church has about 800 adult members and 250 youths in English ministry. The budget of the church is 

$3,730,000. The church is an independent church. 

Great Multitude Presbyterian Church (Formerly Northern Presbyterian Church) 
In the third week of January 1985 Great Multitude Presbyterian Church was founded by Reverend Kwang Sam Na 

as pastor in Riverdale, Prince George's county. 

The church offered a morning service every day from the first Monday in May 1985. The morning service has 

spread to other Korean churches in the Washington area. In January 1986 the church began 'Under Rhodem Tree 

Ministry'. The church opened the Korean language school and began teaching Koreans to the second generation of 

Korean immigrants in March 1987. On June 6, 1993, the church renovated a 12,500 square foot chapel on a 3 acre 
lot at 12050 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland and the church held its first worship service there. Starting in June 

1996 the church sponsored Korean speech contests for Korean students to show their ability in speaking Korean. On 

May 22-23, 1998, the church had the first '21st Century Joseph Movement'. During the summer vacation every year 

the church encourages challenges and dreams for members of Korean immigrants in ages 17-30 with the model of 

the successful life of Joseph. 

In May 2000 the church completed construction of the multi-purpose gymnastic building of 7,800 square feet. 

The '2.lst Century Joseph Movement' developed a good reputation in Korea. On July 23-26, 2001, the first '21st 

Century Joseph Movement for Korean and American' was held at Soo Dong Prayer Academy in Korea with about 

1,500 individuals participating. The movement has been held every summer since. The church belongs to Korean 
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Christ Presbyterian Council in America. 

Messiah Presbyterian Church of Washington 

On October 1, 1989, Messiah Presbyterian Church of Washington was founded at a worship service held at the 

home of Elder Young Mok Kwon with five families. On April 29, 1990, Reverend Dong Cheol Lee became the first 

pastor. 

They moved their place of worship to Lutheran Church at 8304 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, Virginia on July 

22, 1990. The church rented an office in the Cary Building on Old Keene Mill Road and used it as the education 

center starting February 2, 1992. On September 30, 1992, the church acquired the 2,200 square foot chapel at 8134 

Old Keene Mill Road. On February 6, 1995, the church bought three buildings totaling 22,000 square feet at 4313 

Markham Street, Annandale, Vrrginia. These buildings are currently used as the church facilities. On May 5, 1996, 

Reverend Hyuk Cheon Kwon became the second pastor. On March 15, 1997, the church opened Messiah Korean 

language school for the community. On August 6, 1998, Reverend Jeong Nam Lee became the third pastor. On May 

5, 2005, Reverend Kon Woo Lee became the fourth pastor. 

The church is small but it wants to be beautiful. The approximately 100 members including families, high school 

students and children provide community services for Korean immigrants in the heart of Annandale. 

Because of its location in the heart of Annandale many events are scheduled in this church. The church allows the 

Korean Service Center to use the facilities to have free health assessments for Koreans in the spring and in the fall 

every year. The church also allows Korean church organizations to have meetings at the end or beginning of the 

year. The church offers space for community meetings. In 2002, Koreans got together in this church to cheer the 

Korean soccer team in the World Cup games. The shouting at that time shook the Washington area. The church has 

been used for prayer meetings for soldiers in Iraq. The memorial service for Seon 11 Kirn was held here. The church 

belongs to Korean Christ Presbyterian Council of America. 

Maryland Baptist Church of Love 
On November 26, 1989, Reverend Chi Won Lee and five adults and three children got together to study the Bible. 

They held a worship service and established Maryland Baptist Church of Love. On February 4, 1990, with the 

support of Southern Baptist Convention they rented space at Wheaton First Baptist Church, an American church, and 

moved their worship place from a private home to the church. They were unable to rent space from a church and so 

the basement of Reverend Lee's home was renovated and they held worship services there for three years. 

The goal of this church is to become like a home and for the homes of the congregation to be like a church. 

Another characteristic is that the church is a 'garden church in the forest'. The church building was constructed by 

Reverend Lee and all the church members. As they built it by themselves they have a great deal of love for it. The 

church is located on 7.25 acres, and the chapel has 150 seats. In addition to the main building, the congregation built 

a fellowship room, kitchen, two class rooms, and a playground for the children. They are small in size but they are 

places for Korean immigrants, who live hard life, to have spiritual peace of mind. 

The church focuses on God's words. It has a prayer session every morning and holds a worship service on Sunday. 

It has prayer sessions three days each week and student meetings every Friday. It offers Bible study on Saturday. 

Youth choir is part of the worship service. Church members spend all day Sunday in the church garden where they 
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have a barber, nail care, car wash, all kinds of sports, acupuncture and so on. The church in the garden opens its doors 

for any other church or organization to use its facilities. The church has a vision that it should provide chances for 

Korean immigrants to get used to American life. The church works hard to achieve a balance between Korean and 

American cultures for the second generation. For this the church opened a Korean language school in June 2000. It 

also opened KM Art Center for the community on December 4, 2004. The church belongs to the Southern Baptist 

Convention. 

Young Saeng Korean Presbyterian Church 
On April 8, 1990, Young Saeng Korean Presbyterian Church was established at Centreville to preach the Gospel 

to for Korean immigrants living Western Virginia. Its founder, Reverend Myung Seop Chung, held worship services 

at his home with his family members. Several months later they rented a space at Andrew Lutheran Church, an 

American church, and held worship services there. As the church grew it acquired an American church building 

at 15015 Braddock Road, Centreville, Virginia on March 28, 1993. The church rebuilt the chapel in the shape of a 

piano and held the dedication worship service on March 28, 2004. The chapel is unique and beautiful. In 2006 it 

was in the process of constructing an education facility. 

The church was established with the purpose of becoming a horizontal faith group. The church encourages the 

pastor, church members, and officers to be close with no gaps between them. The church wants everyone in the 

church to feel ownership of the church. It expects everyone to be faithful to the mission of the church. The church 

was built in an area where not many Koreans lived. However, the Biblical sermons, continued disciple training, 

good relationships between the pastor and church members, and vision of missionary work helped the church grow 

to become an important church in the Centreville area. The church is no longer just the church of a minority group. 

It opened its doors for the people in the community just as it offers the soccer field for any group in the community. 

Reverend Chung, who founded the church, has served as the pastor and maintained good relations among the 

congregation. There have been no disputes among them since the church was established. The church sends forth 

short term mission teams every year and dispatches long term missionaries, assisting them to build churches overseas 

The church does its best for preaching and missionary work. The church plans to send 30 missionaries overseas and 

have $450,000 for missionary work in fifteen years. The church also plans to build a Christian Cultural Center on 

30-acres to preach the Gospel through current cultural contents. 

Under the slogan of 'change and growth', the church has about 400 members and its 2005 budget was $980,000. 

The church belongs to Korean Christ Presbyterian Counsel in America. 

New Covenant Fellowship Church 
On September 9, 1990, New Covenant Fellowship Church was founded by Reverend W. Jamie Kirn. Reverend 

Kirn held the first worship service with his wife and 17 members at the cafeteria in Walter Jones High School in 

Bethesda, Maryland. 

They moved the worship place twice moving to Germantown campus in February 2001 . The church completed the 

first stage of construction for the campus on 34 acres with its 65,000 square foot building. The church has a mission 

statement that says the church provides lively worships and preaches the Gospels everywhere. It is also a part of its 

mission to train disciples who are capable of doing missionary work. The church has the 'Vision 2020' to achieve 

the second stage of challenges. 
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The church's Vision 2020 is to have 5,000 church members, 500 dedicated layman leaders, and ordain 50 ministers. 

It has nine individual goals to achieve the vision. From the beginning the Korean congregation and English 

congregation got along well harmoniously, maintaining a good balance with synergy. Each congregation has elders 

and deacons and they look after all church activities. In November 2002 the church established the Virginia campus 

in Sterling, Virginia. Therefore, it is one church but it has two campuses. 

The church has plans to continue to establish satellite campuses instead of growing as a mega church in line with 

characteristics of other immigration churches. It aims to be one church with multiple campuses. The Germantown 

campus cost 14 million dollars. Space problems exist at the Germantown campus and the Virginia campus and they 

are trying to solve them. The church became a sister church with Cambridge Community Fellowship Church in 

Boston and their branch churches in Huston and Dallas, Texas. The church has sent 14 missionary families overseas 

and about 50 assistant missionaries are working with them. 

Currently, the church has about 2,000 active members. The budget is $3,460,000 annually. The church is an 

independent church. 

Hosanna United Methodist Church 
On December 23, 1990, Hosanna United Methodist Church was established with the first worship service held at 

the home of Deacon Keon Sik Oh. The original name of the church was Grace Korean United Methodist Church. 

They started to have the worship service at Grace U.M.C on December 30, 1990. On March 3, 1991, Reverend Won 

Wook Lee became the church's first pastor. On October 20, 1991, the church held its establishment worship service 

and at the same time held the inaugural service for Reverend Lee. It joined with UMC on this day. On November 6, 

1994, the church published the first newsletter, 'Our Talks'. 

In May 1995, Reverend Lee resigned after serving four years and two months. In July 1995 Reverend Kyung Jin 

Kim became the second pastor and the name of church was changed to Hosanna United Methodist Church. 

On January 1, 1996, the church initiated the 40-day fasting prayer to dream of building a chapel. On March 29, 

1998, the committee for construction of a chapel was organized and Elder Keon Sik Oh became the chairman. In 
September 1998 the church joined with KMC. On December 30, 1998, the church acquired a chapel and held the 

first worship service in the new chapel on January 3, 1999. On June 6, 1999, the church held the dedication worship 

service. 

In June 2000 Reverend Kim resigned after serving four years and eleven months. On July 9, 2000, Reverend II 

Nam Chung became the third pastor. Starting in January 2003 the church let a Spanish church use its facilities for 

worship services. 

The church has a slogan of 'church with hearts of Christ'. It concentrates on illustrative sermons and training for 

disciples. The church belongs to KMC. 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 
Reverend Young Jin Kirn was an evangelist of Korean Presbyterian Church in Saipan Island when the church sent 

him and his family to the United States to study in 1991. Evangelist Kirn attended many worship services in various 

Korean churches and collected pamphlets from the services to gather information about the churches. He happened 

to visit Bethany Presbyterian Church to attend the worship service at the 80-member church. A little after this the 

position of pastor was vacated and the church members were scattered. In the mean time the church was getting 

weak and eventually the church members were reduced to one elder family and 2-3 members. Elder Keon Je Lee 

was left with the church and he was thinking of Evangelist Kirn, who had led the worship service twice several 

months earlier. Elder Lee looked for Evangelist Kirn and finally found him. Elder Kirn asked Evangelist Kirn to 

lead the worship services and Elder Kim began to hold worship services with Elder Kim's family and two or three 

members at his home. 

In this circumstance they maintained the name of the church as Bethany Presbyterian Church, and Evangelist 

Kirn was ordained as a minister. Reverend Kirn and his wife preached the Gospel to mainly non-Christians and the 

image of the church was changed after three years. Over five years the church grew gradually and rented a space 

from an American church to hold worship services there. The church was unable to pay the rent and they moved to a 

member's home to hold worship services temporarily. As the number of members grew they needed another, larger 

place of worship. The church moved to Atonement Church, an American church. 

As the church continued to grow the schedules of the church often conflicted with those of the American church. 

As a result the church was asked to move out at a time when it had about 80 church members. Reverend Kirn had 

served as pastor for 7 years by this time and the pastor and members were praying hard while looking for space. 

During this difficult process the church found a playhouse at 1001 Quince Orchard Blvd, Gaithersburg, Maryland 

and moved there in April 2000. 

Now the church has three full-time ministers and three half-time or part-time ministers. The church has several 

organizations to provide various services. The church began with 3 members thirteen years ago and grew to have 

670 members and 300 students for Sunday school. The budget is $1,200,000 annually. The church is an independent 

Presbyterian church. 

Segeroh Presbyterian Church of Washington 
On May 19, 1991, Reverend Byung Wan Lee established Segeroh Presbyterian Church of Washington. Reverend 

Lee and three families held the inaugural worship service at St. Stephen Lutheran Church at 11612 New Hampshire 

Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. The original name of the church was Washington San Jung Hyun Presbyterian 

Church. 

The church joined with Eastern United States District ofKorean Christ Presbyterian Council. The church registered 

with Maryland state government in 1992 and elected officers of the church. In the beginning the church focused on 

training disciples and cell groups based on pastoral philosophy. On April 20, 1997, Washington Zion Presbyterian 

Church, which had its own church building on 3 .2 acres, expressed its desire to be united with the church through 

Eastern United States District. 

Segeroh Presbyterian Church of Washington came about when these two churches were united with the new vision 

of preaching toward the end of the world as Christ expects us to do. On September 27, 2002, the church acquired a 

chapel at 4401 Muncaster Mill Road, Rockville, Maryland. It has 520 seats and sits on 6.3 acres. In 2004 the church 
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obtained a building permit from Montgomery County and completed remodeling the chapel. 

A book titled, 'Awake laymen to reuse' was written by Reverend Han Heum Ok of Church of Love in Seoul and 

published in 1998, contained information about Segeroh Presbyterian Church of Washington. The book referred to 

this church as one of the seven successful churches in the U.S. in terms of training disciples. Reverend Byung Wan 

Lee, influenced by the pastoral theory of Reverend Ok, focuses on training disciples to awaken laymen and guide 

cell group work. 

The Light Global Mission Church 
On December 1, 1996, Global Mission Church of Greater Washington decided to establish an independent church 

in Vrrginia and the establishment worship service was held by Reverend Steve S. Chang at the auditorium of Falls 

Church High School in Northern Virginia. After a year of preparation The Light Global Mission Church was founded 

by holding the inaugural worship service in March 1998. 

In 1999 the facility in the high school and the office the church rented were no longer large enough to house the 

growing number of church members. The church rented a 25,000 square foot warehouse in Merrifield at 2750 

Gallows Road, Vienna, Virginia and moved there. The church now has the facilities to start Mil Al mission work 

and mission work for the homeless in D.C. The church provides up-to-date worship services and approaches non

Christians. As a result it has many opportunities to contribute to missionary work. 

At the new location the church grew rapidly within a year and had problems with parking space. At this time The 

Light Mission Church at 10237 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, Virginia offered unification of the two churches. The Light 

Mission Church was founded as Central Baptist Church by Reverend Moon Seop Song at Arlington Blvd, Falls 

Church, Virginia, in 1977. This church moved to Vienna upon acquiring a new church building and changed the 

name of church to The Light Mission Church. It took only 15 days to reach an agreement between the two churches 

to unite them. The united church decided to use the facilities owned by The Light Mission Church. These two 

churches were united in March 2000 and the church was renamed The Light Global Mission Church. 

After the unification of these two churches Reverend Song retired and Reverend Chang took over as pastor. Even 

though the church facilities expanded, they were unable to cope with the growing number of church members and 

so began to look for other facilities. 

In the summer of 2003 the church sold its facilities and bought a building that had previously served as an electricity 

company in the Panther area at 3901 Fair Ridge Drive, Fairfax. The church is striving to develop the land to have 

facilities to provide services for the community. 

The church concentrates on cell groups and good foundations for growth. It focuses on training based on the Bible. 

It aims to provide services to the community and do world mission work. The church has nine visions to continue 

in its work. 

As of March 2005 the church has about 1,500 members, 70 cell groups and 120 laymen leaders. The budget is 

$1,600,000 annually. The church belongs to the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Pilgrim Church 
On July 6, 1997, Pilgrim Church was established by Reverend Hyong Shick Shon who worked as conductor of the 
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choir for a long time. The church held the first worship service at Lutheran Church in Gaithersburg, Maryland with 

20 families. 

On September 28, 1997, the church moved to McLean Baptist Church in Virginia. On April 19, 1998, Pilgrim 

Church held its inaugural worship services. The church joined with Mount Vernon Baptist Association of the 

Southern Baptist Convention. 

The church has six objectives, 'salvation, change, cure, recover, peace, and blessing by meeting Christ.' The church 

acquired the church facilities used by Washington Korean Presbyterian Church in Burke, Virginia and moved there 

on May 13, 2001. 

On December 3, 2001 , the church completed the repair work for the new chapel and held the dedication worship 

service. At this time Je Mo Park, Jae Keun Park and Chan Kirn were ordained as ministers. On March 20, 2003, the 

officers decided to build an education facility in the meeting. The church obtained the construction permit and had a 

public hearing. On September 23, 2004, the church signed a contract to design and construct the education facility. 

The church expects to have gym and education facilities . The church belongs to Southern Baptist Convention. 

Shining Star Community Church 
On January 1, 2001, Shining Star Community Church was founded at Deacon Sun Kwon Chong's home with 

30 adults and 10 children as they held the first worship service. The church had Evangelist Edwin Youngwoo Lim 

as the person responsible for pastoral duties and Reverend Jae Euk Kirn as deputy pastor for missionary work and 

education. The church had five goals in the beginning: 1. to be a church with all its members participating as church 

workers; 2. church with ongoing mission work; 3. church with training programs for disciples; 4. church giving 

satisfaction spiritually and physically; 5. church with sufficient church members. 

Starting in January 28, 2001, the church held worship services at Clarendon First Baptist Church. On March 25, 

2001, Evangelist Im was ordained as a minister. On April 22, 2001 , the church held the inaugural worship service 

and Reverend Im became the pastor. The church grew rapidly to have 105 adult members, 20 English ministry 

members and twenty children. 

On October 13, 2002, the church moved to a new chapel at 2937 Stranthmeade Street, Falls Church, Virginia and 

held the first worship service there. The chapel has 600 seats and sufficient facilities for education. It has 25 cell 

groups with which the church is growing. In 2005 the church had about 400 members. Its budget is $826,000. The 

church belongs to Southern Baptist Church. 

Churches in the Washington Area 
As the Korean population continues to increase in the Washington area, there are many changes in how the Korean 

churches operate in this area. 

Some larger churches expand their sizes even further. The existing churches continue to grow. There are always 

new churches. There are also some churches that have united to become larger churches. Some small churches have 

experienced financial difficulties. 

We estimate that approximately 450 Korean churches exist in the area. 
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Religious Groups and Organizations 

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A (PCUSA) 
PCUSA is the combined group of Southern Presbyterian Churches and United Presbyterian Churches that joined 

together in June 1983. It is the largest group within the Presbyterian denomination. 

The official name is Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., abbreviated to PCUSA. Initially many Korean churches belonged 

to the National Capital Presbytery. In September 1997 the Mid-Atlantic Korean-American Prebyter was founded 

by Korean churches in the eastern United States and Reverend Young Bae Kwon became the executive director of 

the Council. 

In September 2000 Reverend Kwon resigned and the position of Executive Director was filled by Reverend Nam 

Hong Cho. As of2005 the council has 25 churches as members. 

National Capital Presbytery includes Korean Presbyterian churches such as Korean United Presbyterian Church, 

Northern Virginia Presbyterian Church, Virginia First Presbyterian Church, Hana Presbyterian Church and Beltsville 

Presbyterian Church. The members of the Mid-Atlantic Korean-american Presbytery, which has only Korean church 

members, include Maryland First Presbyterian Church, Zion Presbyterian Church, Capitol Presbyterian Church, 

Galilee Presbyterian Church, Shalom Presbyterian Church, and Eden Presbyterian Church. 

Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 
The Presbyterian Church in America was founded for traditional conservative Presbyterians in 1973. When PCUSA 

was formed by Southern Presbyterian Churches and United Presbyterian Churches, the conservative Presbyterians in 

Southern Presbyterian Churches formed PCA. 

In 1982 the second largest group in the Presbyterian denomination, the Reformed Presbyterian Church, joined with 

the PCA. There are and Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington is one of seven Korean Church councils. The 

PCA has about 300 Korean churches as members. Twenty three Korean churches in the Washington/Baltimore area 

including Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington, Korean Central Presbyterian Church, and McLean Korean 

Presbyterian Church belong to the PCA. 

Korean Christ Presbyterian Council of America 
The Korean Christ Presbyterian Council of America was founded on January 26, 1978, by the United Presbyterian 

Korean pastors and laymen. It is an independent council for Korean churches not controlled by any council in Korea 

or America. It follows the doctrine of Biblical religious reformation. The members of the council are 35 Korean 

churches in the area including Sae Han Presbyterian Church, Korean Presbyterian Church of Baltimore, Great 

Multitude Presbyterian Church, Young Saeng Korean Presbyterian Church, Messiah Presbyterian Church, Glory 

Korean Presbyterian Church, Happiness Presbyterian Church of Washington, and The Lord's Korean Presbyterian 

Church. 

Korean Presbyterian Council of America (KPCA) 
The Korean Presbyterian Council of America was founded on July 29, 1977, by Presbyterian pastors and laymen 

who were members of Christ Presbyterian council in Korea. The members follow an ecumenical ideal. The Korean 

churches in this council have four supervisory councils, Seoul Presbyterian Church, Virginia Presbyterian Church, 

Fairfax Korean Church, Washington Sae Kwang Church, and Washington Gospel Presbyterian Church. It is a 
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member of NCC. 

Capitol Korean Baptist Conference (SBC) 
Capitol Korean Baptist Conference was founded on August 27, 1987. In attendance at the inaugural meeting 

at the Paul Baptist Church in Rockville, Maryland were eighty-three delegates from thirty-three churches located 

throughout Washington, D.C, Virginia and Maryland. Reverend Frank B. Park was elected as the first chairman. 

The church is affiliated with Southern Baptist Convention, the largest denomination in America. 

The conference became the largest denomination in the area with full support of the Southern Baptist Convention 

and area Korean churches. The current chairman is Reverend Byung Nam Yoon and it has 104 church members. 

The purposes of the conference are to promote cooperation among member churches, to make joint missionary 

efforts and to coordinate the development of churches. 

The members of the conference include Korean Baptist Church of Washington, Global Mission Church of Greater 
Washington, Virginia Korean Baptist Church, Antioch Korean Baptist Church, The Light Global Mission Church, 

Pilgrim Church, Holy Light Korean Baptist Church and Ebenezer Church. In 2001 Han Woori Church, Maryland 

Baptist Church of Love and five other churches left the Capitol Korean Baptist Conference and established the 

Maryland Korean Baptist Conference. 

United Methodist Church 
The American United Methodist Church is the second largest denomination in the United States next to the Baptist 

Church. United Methodist sent missionaries to Korea at about the same time the Presbyterian Church sent their 

missionaries to Korea. It is the second largest denomination in Korea next to the Presbyterian Church. · Korean 

Methodist churches in the Washington area chose affiliation with the American United Methodist Church, the 
Christian Korean Methodist Church or the Wesley Methodist Church. 

Members of United Methodist Church include Washington Korean Church, Washington Methodist Church, 

Washington First Methodist Church, Mark United Methodist Church, New Light Church and five other churches in 

the area. The member churches of Christian Korean Methodist Church have a closer relationship with the Christian 

Methodist Church in Korea. About twenty churches in the Washington and Baltimore area affiliated with it. The 

members of Christian Korean Methodist Church include Church of Love, Nature Methodist Church, Hosanna 

Methodist Church, Living Waters Church, New Life Church, Man Min Church, and Christian Methodist Church. 

The members of the Chesapeake District of Wesley Methodist Church include Beautiful Methodist Church, Wesley 

Central Methodist Church, Aspen Hill Korean Methodist Church, Joyful Wesleyan Church and four other churches 
in the area. 

Christian Evangelist Church 
The third largest denomination in Korea is the Christian Evangelist Church. This denomination was formed by 

missionaries sent to Japan, Korea and China. Therefore there is no denomination headquarters in America except 

a missionary organization called East Mission. Christian Evangelist Church was formed and developed in its own 

way. Korean Evangelist Church of Washington, Yeh Won Church, Silver Spring Church, Church of Word, Gospel 

Community Church and other churches belong to Christian Evangelist Church. Eight churches including some new 

churches belong to Eastern District. There are three area churches that belong to C&MA which has relationship with 

Christian Evangelist Church in Korea. Washington First Church, Good Field Korean Alliance Church and The World 
Light Alliance Church belong to C&MA. 
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Church of the Lord and Full Gospel Church 
Korean Full Gospel Church originally belonged to the American Church of the Lord. The Full Gospel Church of 

Youido, run by Reverend Yong Ki Cho in Korea, broke away from American Church of the Lord to be independent 

resulting in a division between Church of the Lord and those churches that go with Reverend Cho of Full Gospel 

Church. 

There are about ten Korean churches affiliated with World Full Gospel Church including Washington First Full 

Gospel Church, International Calvary Church, Full Gospel Washington Church and Full Gospel Eternal Life Church. 

Washington Christian Church and Ohnnuree Mission Church belong to Church of the Love. 

Other Denominations 
There are other denominations to which Korean churches in the Washington area belong. Washington Gospel 

Presbyterian Church belongs to Koshin Presbyterian Church. Central Christ Church belongs to Christ Church. 

Emmanuel Christian Church belongs to Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. Washington Korean Church belongs to the 

Salvation Army. In the Washington area there are large churches that are not affiliated with any denomination. These 

independent Korean churches include Fellowship Church, Open Door Presbyterian Church, Bethany Presbyterian 

Church and Washington First Presbyterian Church. 

Efforts to Unite Churches and Organizations 
As the numbers of Korean churches increased it became necessary to combine certain missionary efforts. Therefore 

there have been some attempts made to unite churches which led to the formation of various organizations. 

Attempt to Unite Three Churches 
In 1965 there were three Korean churches in the Washington area; Korean United Methodist Church of Washington, 

the Korean Baptist Church of Washington, and Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington. From the perspective 

that they were different denominations they were justified in being independent of each other. However, none of 

these churches had a full-time pastor and all used American churches for church services. This prompted the idea of 

uniting the three Korean churches. In fact of the fewer than 1,000 Korean residents in the Washington area at that 

time, fewer than l 00 of them attended church services, placing all Korean churches under financial strain. 

Korean congregations began to consider unification of the three churches. Representatives each church met at 

Walter K. Park's home in April 1968 to discuss unification. At the meeting a committee was formed to manage the 

process. The committee requested that four representatives from each church be sent to discuss the proposal. On 

June 8, 1968, representatives from the three churches met to discuss the matter of unification. 

Subcommittees were formed to review constitutional bylaws, budget, chapel selection and invitation of a pastor. 

The committee went into full action and completed all preparations in five meetings. The committee invited pastors 

from these churches to a joint meeting and sent out merger questions to each church's general meeting to be answered 

by October 30, 1969. The representatives from each church were: 

• Methodist (Korean United Methodist Church of Washington-Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang): Walter K. Park, Dae 

Wook Chang, Byung Kyu Chun, Choon Taik Suh 

• Presbyterian (Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington-Reverend Sang Yeop Ahn): Chang Uk Choi, Theodore 

U.C. Kim, Pyohng Choon Kim, Woong Joe Kang 

• Baptist (Korean Baptist Church of Washington-Reverend Byung Kook Ahn): Ed B. Chung, Dong Jin Kim, Hyung 

92 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



Seok Lee, 11 Sang Yoon 

The issue of uniting the churches was seriously discussed at each church. The Presbyterian and Baptist churches 

agreed with the merger plan and notified the committee but, surprisingly, the merger was rejected by the Methodist 

church. In a joint meeting, the pastor and the directors of the committee voted down the plan and so it never even 

went to a general meeting. The seven-month effort to unite the three churches was nullified because the Methodist 

church did not agree and the committee was dissolved with deep regret. 

Joint Easter Morning Service 
The first joint Easter service was held on April 14, 1968, when the plan to merge the three Korean churches above 

was first actively discussed. Preparations for the joint service were done as movement toward unification of the 

churches by the presidents of the youth groups within each of the churches. The youth group presidents were Woo 

Jin Lee of the Korean United Methodist Church, Hyung Seok Lee of the Korean Baptist Church of Washington, and 

Woong Joe Kang of the Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington. 

The first joint Easter service was held at 2 p.m. on April 14, 1968, at National Memorial Baptist Church located 

on 16th Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. The chairman of the service was Woong Joe Kang, president of young adult 

group of the Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington. A prayer was given by Woo Jin Lee, president of young 

adult group of the Korean Methodist Church of Washington. The offering prayer was given by Hyung Seok Lee, 

president of young adult group of Korean Baptist Church of Washington. Reverend Byung Kook Ahn of the Korean 

Baptist Church read the scripture. Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang of the Korean Methodist Church delivered a message 

of the triumph of Easter. Reverend Sang Yeop Ahn of the Korean Presbyterian Church provided the benediction. 

The failure to unite the three churches resulted in momentary uneasiness and further joint activities were delayed 

for several years. In spring 1971 joint activities were planned but there was no further mention of unification. The 

United Korean Presbyterian Church, founded in 1969, joined church efforts to lay a foundation for joint activities. 

Pastors from each church came up with the idea for a joint Easter morning service. 

A preparation committee was soon organized and participants included Reverend Myung Ho Yoon ( associate pastor 

at that time) of the Korean Church of Washington, Reverend Taek Yong Kim of the Korean Presbyterian Church of 

Washington, and Reverend Young Chul Chung of the United Korean Presbyterian Church. For the joint service all 

five Korean churches participated, including the newly founded Bethesda Korean Baptist Church. Approximately 

250 Koreans came out for the service and about $300 in offerings was collected, all of which was sent to the Leper 

Institution in Sorok Island, Korea. Since 1976 the Council of Korean Churches in Greater Washington has sponsored 

the joint Easter morning service, which had previously been sponsored by the Korean Pastors Council of the Greater 

Washington Area. 

Korean Pastors Council of the Greater Washington Area 
The joint Easter morning service was well received by church members. Pastors from each church and inactive 

pastors in the area organized Korean Pastors Council of the Greater Washington Area andthe inaugural meeting 

was held at the Potomac Room in the Windsor Park Hotel (currently Chinese Embassy) at noon on July 5, 1971. 

Founding members who participated in this meeting were pastors Sung Duk Kim, Taek Yong Kim, Frank B. Park, 11 

Hyung Chiang, Yong Chul Chung, and Jae Kyung Hwang. They elected Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang as their first 

president and Reverend Taek Yong Kim as their secretary. 
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The council decided to have a joint Easter morning service every year and to strengthen the cooperation and promote 

friendship among pastors. It sponsored the joint Easter morning service until 1975 when the Council of Korean 

Churches in the Greater Washington Area was formed and took over this responsibility. The council has concentrated 

on friendship and the exchange of information among pastors. The former presidents of the council are: 

1. Jae Kyung Hwang (1971-72) 18. Seok Hyun Kim (1988-89) 

2. Jae Kyung Hwang (1972-73) 19. Kwang Seop Oh (1989-90) 

3. SungDukKim(1973-74) 20. Tae Hwan Park (1990-91) 

4. Yong Chui Chung (1974-75) 21. Sung Woon Choi (1991-92) 

5. Frank B. Park (1975-76) 22. Kyung Won Moon (1992-93) 

6. 11 Hyung Chiang (1976-77) 23. Seong Bong Joo (1993-94) 

7. SeungHakKim(1977-78) 24. Jong Kil Im (1994-95) 

8. Samuel D. Shin (1978-79) 25. Jong Cheol Kim (1995-96) 

9. Byung Kook Ahn (1979-80) 26. In Yang Chung (1996-97) 

10. Taek Yong Kim (1980-81) 27. Paul Hotak Choi (1997-98) 

11. Hyun Chil Kim (1981-82) 28. Jeong Tae Yoon (1998-99) 

12. Moon Seop Song (1982-83) 29. Jae Dong Kim (1999-2000) 

13. Su Bong Hwang (1983-84) 30. Yang Sik Kim (2000-01) 

14. Tae Koo Lee (1984-85) 31, Shi Choon Chang (2001-02) 

15. Seok Kyu Park (1985-86) 32. Seok Hae Lee (2002-03) 

16. Chui Woo Han (1986-87) 33. Keon Cheol Park (2003-04) 

17. Won Sil Koh (1987-88) 34. Hong Keun Lee (2004-05) 

Council of Korean Churches in Greater Washington 
In October 1975 the Council of Korean Churches in Greater Washington was founded for the purpose of conducting 

joint activities. Unlike the Korean Pastors Council, a pastor and two lay representatives can join the council to 
represent the church. The founding members were pastors Yong Chui Chung, Frank B. Park, Taek Yong Kim and 

11 Hyung Chiang. Reverend Yong Chui Chung was elected as the first president and Reverend Taek Yong Kim was 

elected as secretary. 

The council plays an important role as the unifying organization and center of all Korean churches. The council 

resumed the responsibility for sponsoring the joint Easter morning service beginning in 1976. It holds the Korean 

Gospel convention, the Christmas service and the New Year's worship service. It conducts various seminars and 

important services. While Reverend Paul Choi was 26th president, the council collected $10,000 and donated it 

to the Youth Foundation. When Reverend In Yang Chung was 27th president the council collected $60,000 to 

establish Washington Youth Foundation as an independent organization, and it held the Christmas Carol service 

with choir members from many churches. While Reverend Kwang Ho Yang was 28th president the council held a 

service to celebrate the 100th anniversary of mission work at Fellowship Church and assisted seventeen missionaries 

and mission organizations with $55,000 in donations. When Reverend Young Man Chung was the 29th president 

the council collected $45,000 for survivors of victims from the Ryong Chun explosion in North Korea and sent 

the money for them through the missionary group, 'People Serving Everyone,' in addition to holding the Gospel 

convention in Virginia and in Maryland. While Reverend Jae Dong Kim was 30th president the council collected 

$100,000 and donated it to the tsunami disaster area in Indonesia. The former presidents of the council are: 
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1. Yong Chul Chung (1975-76) 17. Chul Woo Han (1991-92) 

2. TaekYongKim(1976-77) 18. Jung Ho Heo (1992-93) 

3. Frank B. Park (1977-78) 19. Seok Hyun Kim (1993-94) 

4. Hyun Chil Kim (1978-79) 20. Chan Kyu Hwang (1994-95) 

5. Seung Hak Kim (1979-80) 21. Won Hee Lee (1995-96) 

6. Woon Se Yeo (1980-81) 22. Seon Mook Chi (1996-97) 

7. Jong Seon Kim (1981-82) 23. Kwang Seop Oh (1997-98) 

8. Taek Yong Kim (1982-83) 24. Jong Cheol Kim (1998-99) 

9. Sang Mook Kim (1983-84) 25. Chong Kik Im (1999-2000) 

10. Yun Hwan Choi (1984-85) 26. Paul Choi (2000-01) 

11. Won Sang Lee (1985-86) 27. In Yang Chung (2001-02) 

12. Seok Kyu Park (1986-87) 28. Kwang Ho Yang (2002-03) 

13. Hwa 11 Kim (1987-88) 29. Young Man Jung (2003-04) 

14. Hwa 11 Kim (1988-89) 30. Jae Dong Kim (2004-05) 

15. In Hwa Sohn (1989-90) 31. Dong Soo Shin (2005-06) 

16. Su Pong Hwang (1990-91) 

Senior Pastor Council of the Greater Washington Area 
In February 1991 the Senior Pastor Council of the Greater Washington Area was initiated at a reception for retired 

pastors presented by the Korean Christian Mission in America, which belongs to the Korean Presbyterian Church of 

Washington. This church continued to play an important role following the birth of the council. In April 1991 the 

council held the inaugural meeting at Woo Lae Oak Restaurant and elected Jin Kyu Park as its first president. The 

members of the council meet more than once every month and provide financial support to missionaries overseas. 

They also serve as match makers for single adults. 

In 2002 the members of the council published collections of sermons by pastors emeritus titled, 'Echo of Twilight' . 

Any retired pastor over 65 years of age can become a member and certain retired pastors may become associate 

members. Currently, the council has about 60 members. The former presidents are Pastors Jin Kyu Park, In Seon 

Kang, Byung Kook Ahn, Who Sik Shin, Chong Sun Kim, Jae Hee Ahn, Seung Hak Kim, Hyung Jik Ahn, Joon Sup 

Hahn, Ki Joo Bae, Dok Jun Park, Sang Hew Shin, and Taek Yong Kirn. Currently, Hee Taek Han is the president. 

Korean Christian Women's Association of Greater Washington 
The Korean Christian Women's Association of Greater Washington was organized as a unit under the Council of 

Korean Churches in the Greater Washington Area on April 16, 1982. It coordinates activities for women's clubs from 

all the churches in the area and promotes friendship among Christian women. The first president of the association 

was Elder Seong Nam Hong. The association assists the Council of Korean Churches and the Korean Pastors 

Council with their activities. Among the important activities is the administration of the scholarship fund. Members 

of the association organized a separate scholarship foundation at a meeting on March 15, 1983. The first president 

of the foundation was Elder Seong Nam Hong and the current president is Elder Eun Soo Chang. The foundation 

. continues to collect money and give out scholarships. 

As of2004 a total of280 students have received scholarships. Of the students who received scholarships from the 

foundation about 100 were ordained as ministers. They are 1.5 or 2nd generation Korean immigrants. The former 

presidents of the association are Elder Seong Nam Hong, Deaconess Yeon Koo Lee, Deaconess Eun Soo Chang, 
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Deacon Won Young Baek, Elder He Sook Nam, Deacon Myong Ok Park, Deacon Sang Eul Nam, Deacon Sang Rhe 
Song, Deacon Jeong Ha Im, Deaconess Soon Ok Chi, Deaconess Soo Hee Kim, Deaconess Young Ja Kim, Deconess 
Bok Hee Han, Deeconess Jeong Ja Kim, Deconess Jeong Ja Jin, Deaconess Young Ja Cho, and Deacon Jeong Seon 
Choi. The current president of the association is Deacon Tae Sook Chung. 

Washington Youth Foundation 
Realizing the importance of a hall for youth groups, the Council of Korean Churches in Greater Washington 

saved funds over a number of years for construction. In early 2002 the Korean Central Presbyterian Church had a 
performance of 'Worship Korea' at Hilton Memorial Chapel. The church donated all profits from the performance 
to the construction of the youth group hall. The council focused on fund raising activities for the construction fund 
and in August 2002 as part of movement for construction of youth group hall, the council decided to donate the 
funds collected to an independent foundation. The council also decided to expand fund raising activities to include 
all Koreans and Korean businesses, not just churches and church members. Accordingly, the council organized the 
board of trustees on October 24, 2002. 

Reverend Won Sang Lee became the first chairman of the trustees and Reverend In Yang Chung became the vice 
chairman of the trustees. Other officers were Reverend Yo Han Jin, secretary, Elder Jae Keun Choi, treasurer, and 
Kyung Soo Choi, Ph.D., Executive Director. 

The Washington Youth Foundation was registered as a non-profit organization with the State of Virginia on 
December 4, 2002. It was registered as a non-profit organization in Maryland on August 4, 2003. The foundation 
received a letter from the Internal Revenue Service as acknowledging its tax exempt status starting May 16, 2003. 

The foundation provides various educational programs for youth and their families in multi-cultural environments. 
It also provides health and social programs for them as follows: 

1. Various consultations: disease treatments, disease preventions, health developments, parenting, various tests, etc. 
2. Education programs: Saturday school, evening study, summer school, internship program, college visitation, 

talent discovery program, and mentoring program. 
3. Social education: Smoke ceasing education, drug and drink prevention, and HIV/ AID prevention. 
4. Development program: leadership program, cultural activities, prevention of misconduct/prevention 

of youth gang, job opportunity, and career consultation. 
5. Group activity: youth orchestra, youth soccer team, and community services. 

The foundation has mid-term and long-term plans to build a youth hall to support the goals of the youth group to 
develop youth cultures. A youth hall is needed to proceed with various programs. Once the youth hall building is 
completed it will have a multi-purpose room, a gym and many classrooms that will be open to the community. 

The board of trustees appointed new trustees and officers in February 2005. Reverend In Yang Chung became the 
chairman of the trustees, Reverend Jae Dong Kim became the vice chairman of the trustees. Other officers were 
Reverend Young Man Chung, secretary, Deacon Jeong Seon Choi, treasurer, and Reverend Won Sang Lee, chairman 
emeritus. Their current offices are located at: 

Virginia: 4532-A John Marr Drive, Annandale, VA 22003 and 
Maryland: 969 Thayer Avenue, #3, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
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Washington Ministerial Research Center 
The Washington Ministerial Research Center was founded by younger ministers in November 1985. Reverend 

Soo Myung Woo became the first director and gave a special lecture on training for disciples. He was also a source 

of necessary information for the members and promoted friendship among members. Currently a nineteen-member 

administrative committee is carrying out the center's business. They have meetings on the first Tuesday of each 

month. The center provides valuable information to pastors through seminars, one of which is held at the beginning 

of each year. Former directors are pastors Sang Mook Kim, Won Sang Lee, Chui Woo Han, Yoon Hwan Chae, 

Supong Hwang, Jeong Tae Yoon, Taek Yong Kim, Jong Kil Im, In Yang Chung, Noh Young Park, Seon Mook Chi, 

Nam Hong Cho, Seok Hae Lee, Bo Chang Suh and Kwang Ho Yang. 

Washington Pastors Spirituality Association 
The Washington Pastors Spirituality Association was founded in the meeting room at Gospel Newspaper Company 

in December 1992 by Pastors Seong Bong Joo, Jong Cheol Kim, Tae Hwan Park, Joon Seop Han, Dok Jun Park, 

Seok Hyun Kim and Paul Hotak Choi. Reverend Seong Bong Joo became the first president. 

The purpose of the association was to provide spiritual support to Korean pastors. The association has a meeting 

the second and fourth Tuesdays of the monthy in the seminar room of Gospel Newspaper Company. They enjoy 

fellowship and a lunch prepared by the newspaper company. Former presidents of the association are pastors Seong 

Bong Joo, Jong Cheol Kim, Jeong Yong Nah, Paul Hotak Choi, II Ho Kim and Young Cheol Kim. 

International Bible Research Center 
The International Bible Research Center was founded in March 2003 by pastors Byung Kook Ahn, Jae Young Chun, 

Teak Yong Kim, Kwang Seop Oh, and See Chun Chang. The center attempts to help pastors with Bible interpretation 

and is a research center for any pastor regardless his denomination. They meet the last Monday of each month at 11 

a .m. Meetings are ended with lunch and fellowship. The first director of the center is Reverend Byung Kook Ahn. 

Noon Prayer Mission and Washington Christian Work Mission 
The Noon Prayer Mission was founded in the fall of 1978 by Reverend Yong Chui Chung, pastor of Washington 

United Presbyterian Church. They had the inaugural worship service at Congregational Church on 10th and G streets, 

N.W. Washington, D.C. Thereafter they met at noon every Wednesday. Noon Prayer aimed at evangelizing office 

workers. A committee was organized for the mission and Elder Chang Je Kang became the chairman. Reverend 

Chung became the advisory pastor. 

Noon Prayer offered worship services to Christian employees on Wednesdays, followed by lunch and fellowship. 

In 1987, following continued growth, the Noon Prayer Mission became independent upon approval at the general 

meeting ofWashington United Presbyterian Church. It decided to have several Noon Prayer Ministries to offer worship 

services to office workers. The independent Noon Prayer Mission elected Reverend Chul Soon Lee as chairman 

of the board. In September 1987 a Noon Prayer Ministry was opened in Bethesda, Rockville, Maryland meeting at 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. Deacon John C. Cha became chairman of the operating committee. 

In 1990 the third Noon Prayer Ministry was established in the Korea Town area of Annandale, Virginia. This 

group met for services at the meeting room of the Association of Korean Americans. Deacon Sang Hyun Ahn was 

the chairman of the operating committee. In 1991 the fourth Noon Prayer Ministry was established in the Capitol 

Hill area of Washington, D.C. Deacon Chang Ho Ahn became the chairman of the operating committee. The fifth 

Noon Prayer Ministry was established in Vienna by the noon prayer group of Washington correspondents. They 
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met at Washington Central Presbyterian church and Deacon Young Soon Cho became the chairman of the operating 
committee. In 1995 the sixth Noon Prayer Ministry was founded in Silver Spring, Maryland. They met for services 
at the Christian Broadcasting building and Elder Young Ho Kim became the chairman of their operating committee. 
There were two other Noon Prayer Ministries in Frederick, Maryland and Beltsville, Maryland. In 1997 a web site 
was established for Noon Prayer Mission at: www.noonprayer.org. The site provides high quality content prepared by 
professionals. Currently the chairman of the board is Reverend Won Ki Hong and Elder John C. Cha is the director. 

Preparation work was done for Washington Christian Work Mission by Elder Hong Il Park, who came to George 
Washington University as ari exchange professor. He came to the university in June 1990 as part of the Korean 
government's education program for high ranking officials. Elder Park visited about 50 churches in the area and 
introduced the guidelines for Korean Christian Work Mission. He was the first president of the Korean Christian 
Work Mission. Based on his preparation work, Washington Christian Work Mission was founded on April 22, 1991 . 
Its inaugural meeting was at the office of the Association of Korean Americans in the Greater Washington Area. 
Deacon Yo Chan Song was elected the first president. Some oftlie works performed by the mission are: 

1. From July 17 through July 19, 1996, the mission held the first World Work Mission 
toward the 21st Century in Washington, D.C. 

2. The mission sponsored four testimonial meetings to tell of the fruits following difficult situations 
as a way to encourage office workers to have faith in God. The testimonials were given 
by Dr. Keun Mo Chung, Reverend Chi Won Yoon, Myung Ja Woo, and Elder Sang Dal Doo. 

3. The mission has been supplying scholarship funds for Indonesia. 
4. The mission has worked to build missionary centers in the Dominican Republic and Haiti. 
5. The mission has provided food to the homeless and preached the Gospel to them. 
6. The mission operates the Seminary School to produce missionaries. -
7. The mission helps office workers to organize Christian groups. 
8. The mission holds a 7:30 a.m. prayer meeting on Saturdays. 

Korean Christian Businessmen's Committee of the Greater Washington Area 
TheKorean Christian Businessmen's Committee of the Greater Washington Area wasfounded by Elder Peter Cha 

and Deacon Sang Hoon Lee at the Hanna Restaurant in Prince George's county on April 28, 1984. At the inaugural 
meeting there were nineteen founding members present. They elected Elder Cha chairman, Deacon Lee first vice 
chairman, Deacon Won Jin Noh second vice chairman, Deacon Jang Oh Kim secretary, and Elder Choon Taik Suh 
the accounting officer. 

The committee members regularly study the Bible, promote friendship among members and lead a devoted Christian 
life. The committee helped Black Christian leaders visit Korea to better understand the country and improve relations 
between Koreans and Blacks. The Black leaders' visit to Korea was supported by the Washington, D.C. government 
and the Christian Businessmen's Committee in Seoul, Korea. A total of sixteen Black leaders, including nine pastors, 
two correspondences, one police officer, and four businessmen, went to Korea to visit churches, factories, historical 
sites, and the armistice line. The committee has published a bulletin since February 1992. The former chairmen are: 
Elder Peter Cha, Deacon Sang Hoon Lee, Elder Choon Taik Suh, Deacon Jang Oh Kim, Elder Se Woong Kim and 
Evangelist Je Oh Song. 

Washington YMCA 
The Washington YMCA was founded in Arlington, Virginia on March 1, 1978. Trustees were selected in May 1978 
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with Han Sil Koh becoming the chairman and Joon Young Chung becoming the director. The office was relocated 

to Fairlington Methodist Church at 3900 King Street, Alexandria, Vrrginia in 1982. It provided additional programs 

with the new location and merged with the YMCA of Metropolitan Washington in 1986. In 1991 the Washington 

YMCA reorganized as one of fourteen regional YMCAs and became independent. 

Providing guidance for youth was the main mission of the Washington YMCA. Their programs included a Youth 

Choir, Youth Winter Camp, Summer School for Children, and a Mission Trip. For adults they had a young married 

couples' choir. They sponsored ping pong games for churches, assisted conducting the Washington area census of 

Koreans in 1989, and o:ffereddasses for computers, guitar, and English. There were fourteen people working for 

Joon Young Chung, the director. The YMCA was a service organization like the Korean Community Service Center 

for many years. 

Unfortunately the Washington YMCA closed because of operating difficulties faced after Joon Young Chung 

stepped down from the director's position due to illness. He died in November 2003 and a biography titled 'Happy 

Watermelon Salesman,' describing his service activities, was published in 2004. 

Washington Officers Christian Union (OCU) 
A preparation meeting to establish the Washington Officers Christian Union was held on October 14, 1994, at Full 

Gospel First Church of Washington with Jong Ho Kirn, president of Korean Retired Officers Christian Union. On July 

7, 1995, the inaugural meeting to establish Washington Officers Union was held at Washington Central Presbyterian 

Church. Elder Soon Kyu Yoon was elected as the first president. The union invited Retired General Myung Shin 

Chae (Elder), who was commanding officer for Korean Armed Forces in Vietnam, and held a testimonial meeting 

from July 26 through July 28, 1996. 

In March 1993 Reverend Yoon Sik Park, the pastor of Fairfax Korean Baptist Church, became the second president. 

The union set goals 'for God and for country' and the members regularly meet every month to achieve these goals. 

They sponsor events for Korea and the United States and especially they pray together for the security of Korea. 

They also promote friendships within the group. In May 2000 the Officers Christian Union held a worldwide 

meeting at Washington Central Presbyterian Church. Participants were Hae Young Chung, the president of Seoul 

Officers Christian Union, ten of his companions, and about 100 people from New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago 

including a Navy captain and Air Force Colonel on active duty from the former Soviet Union. The former presidents 

of the union are: 1st Soon Kyu Yoon, 2nd Yoon Sik Park, 3rd Man Soo Shim, 4th Ho taik Choi, 5th Kwang Seop 

Oh, 6th Taik Yong Kirn, 7th Yoon Sik Park 

V - 126 Prayer Group 
Since 1998 a prayer group has been getting together to pray for human rights in North Korea. In the beginning 

Reverend Won Sang Lee led the group prayer. Later, Reverend Dong Soo Shin was responsible for the group 

and they met at 7:30 a.m. every Thursday, never missing the meeting. The group gets in touch with the Prayer 

Group for Country in Seoul (Elder Sang Cheol Kirn) regularly. In March 1999 the group sponsored an international 

conference for human rights in North Korea and for North Koreans who escaped. At this conference it was decided 

to obtain signatures from people who wished to protect North Koreans who left the country. They received 1,180,000 

signatures and sent them to the United Nations in 2002. 

With this movement Sam Brownback a U.S. Senator, tried to do something about human rights in North Korea and 

for North Koreans in other countries. Dr. Jae Joong Nam, now deceased, also tried to assist North Koreans who left 
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their motherland and who were trying to improve human rights in North Korea. Suzanne Scholte, president of the 

Defense Forum Foundation, has researched the issues ofNorth Korea and has helped Congress pass a bill concerning 

North Koreans and human rights there. The group continues to pray for human rights in North Korea and for North 

Korean brothers and sisters who escaped from North Korea. 

Christian Schools 

Korean Bible College 
The Korean Bible College is the first Korean Christian School in the area. In the beginning it was an institute for 

Bible studies. It became a college with the support of the Korean Pastor's Council of the Greater Washington Area. 

The curriculum focused on training laymen to be truthful and faithful workers in Christian missions. 

Reverend Jae Kyung Hwang was the first chairman of its board of directors. Elder Kwan Sik Oh was its vice 

chairman, Reverend Yong Chul Chung was president, and Reverend Yong Taek Kim was the chief of school affairs. 

The college operated until 1994 and produced over 100 graduates. 

The college's Maryland campus was at the First Korean Presbyterian Church of Maryland and the Virginia campus 

was at Northern Virginia Korean Presbyterian Church. The last chairman was Reverend Supong Hwang and the last 

president was ReverendJoong Ho Huh. 

Washington Baptist University 
Washington Baptist University was established in 1982 after a research and preparation period of two years. 

Reverend Hyun Chil Kim was responsible for organizing the board of trustees and board of directors and for inviting 

professors at the University's founding. Dr. Roy Godwin was appointed the first dean of the university. 

The first class was held at the Baptist Church on Wisconsin Avenue, N .W. Washington, D.C. Reverend Ho Sik Kim 

became the second dean and in 1984 the university moved to Columbia Baptist Church in Falls Church, Virginia 

to operate more efficiently. In November 1984 the university submitted an application to the Council of Higher 

Education for state of Virginia and registered with the state government as a non-profit educational organization. In 
March 1985 the university was approved as a theological seminary school to offer Associate, Bachelor Master's, and 

Doctorate degrees in theology and Master's degrees in Theological Education. The school continued improving its 

curriculum, hiring qualified professors, and in March 1993 the IRS approved a petition from the school to issue 1-20 

Forms. 

Dr. Dong Wan Kim became the university's third dean in 1997 and the school moved to the annexed building of 

Columbia Baptist Church in August. Dr. Kim opened an ESL course and organized the financial capacity for TRACS 

and ATS. The unexpected resignation of Dr. Kim brought deep disappointment to the board of directors, students, 

faculties, and alumni. 

In October 2000 Dr. Won Hee Lee became the temporary dean. Dr. Lee changed a mood of discontent on the campus 

to one of understanding and embracing fellow students. He built a sound foundation to make his successor's job 

easier. In May 2002 Dr. Jong Wook Lee of Moody Bible College in Chicago became the fourth dean. He reorganized 

the school system and changed the name from 'Baptist College & Seminary of Washington' to 'Washington Baptist 

College & Seminary.' He also changed the title of dean to president and created the positions of President of the 
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Undergraduate School and President of the Graduate School. With the change Dr. Lee became the President of the 

university. 

In November 2003, the school moved from Falls Church to Annandale, the center of Korea Town. Dr. Lee 

tried to acquire the building the school rented and to obtain accreditation from the Transnational Association of 

Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS) and the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) to which the school 

submitted applications in November 2002. In June 2004 the school became an associate member of ATS as part of 

the accreditation process. The recognized degrees are M.R.E, M.Div, Th.M., and D.Min. from the graduate school. 

In July 2004 the university was approved by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) as a school 

offering regular undergraduate degrees and graduate degrees of B.A., B.S., M.A., Ph.D. In November 2004 the 

university acquired the building it had been renting. In December 2005 Dr. Lee resigned due to poor health and Dr. 

Suk Tae Shin, Vice President, became acting president. On April 1, 2006, the board of trustees appointed Dr. Shin 

president. 

Washington Theological Seminary 
The Washington Theological Seminary started at the Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington. The seminary 

promotes the idea to train Koreans to become ministers at Korean seminaries. The seminary is fully aware of 

the situations of some Koreans who are eager to learn but have language barriers (English), financial difficulties 

(registration fees and tuition), and time constraints ( employment). With an emphasis on Korean ministry, the 

seminary offers night classes in Korean with low tuition. 

The seminary registered with the state government of Virginia in 1983 and on September 8, 1983, it received 

a permit from the Council of Higher Education for Virginia to teach theological education. In 2002it opened the 

International Christian Missionary school campus at the request of the American United Christian Missionary 

Association. In November 2003 it obtained authorization from the IRS to issue I-20 forms. Starting with spring 

semester 2005 classes moved from the Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington to an office condo unit next to 

West Springfield high school. The president of the seminary is Reverend Taik Yong Kim and the chief of school 

affairs is Elder Young-key Kim. 

Reformed Presbyterian Theology 
The Reformed Presbyterian Theology began 1990 with Reverend Young Seop Lee serving as the chairman 

of trustees and Reverend Hwa Il Kim serving as dean. The theology was under the operation of Korean Christ 

Presbyterian Council of America. In May 2004 Reverend Kwang Sam Na was appointed as the second chairman 

and Reverend Young Seop Lee was appointed as the second dean. Supporting the dean were Reverend Young-key 

Kim, the chief of school affairs and Reverend Dae Il Park, the chief of student affairs. The theology is the school 

operated by principles of Korean Christ Presbyterian Council of America, a member ofNAPARC and the biggest 

Korean denomination in the United States. The theology believes in the Bible as the spiritual word of God and man's 

absolute authority. The curriculum has been prepared based on reformed theory. Classes are at Sae Han Presbyterian 

Church. 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, located in Louisville, Kentucky, is the oldest seminary out of six 

seminaries established by the Southern Baptist Convention. In 1980 it began to operate a branch school in Baltimore 

and in 1989 eight pastors who studied theology in Korea enrolled in the M. Div. program. In 1992 the seminary 

found it was necessary to have M.Div course for only Koreans. The seminary appointed Reverend Tae Hwan Park as 
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the director for off campus instruction at the Global Mission School of Greater Washington. About 20-25 students are 

enrolled each semester, generally taking about four years to accumulate the 91 credits needed to graduate. / Students 

must also get 20 credits through special classes on campus in the summer and winter. The number of graduates from 

the branch school here are about fifty. 

Maryland Theological College & Seminary 
The Maryland Theological College & Seminary received permission to offer undergraduate and graduate courses 

for degrees from the Council of Higher Education of Maryland on July 11 , 2002. The seminary provides training 

courses for Christian leaders and laymen. In the fall of2002 classes began at Hahnuri Baptist Church with Dr. Joon 

Sik Ahn acting as chairman of the trustees. Dr. Shin Woong Hong became the dean of the undergraduate school 

and Dr. Jong Yoon Kim became the dean of graduate school. There are approximately 90 students and professors in 

various fields who are teaching them in regular classes and off classes. At the time the seminary was established there 

was no Korean seminary in Maryland, even though there were several such schools in Virginia. The pastors who 

were members of the Council of the Maryland/Delaware Korean Baptist Church had several meetings to discuss the 

need for a seminary in Maryland for all Koreans regardless of their denominations. 

In August 2004 the application to issue I-20 Forms was granted by SEVIS and the seminary began to accept 

foreign students. The seminary offers undergraduate and graduate degrees in theology, graduate degrees in divinity 

and missionary work, graduate degrees in theology education and also Associate Degrees for laymen students. The 

main campus is located in Silver Spring, Maryland and a branch campus is located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The students can take courses either of these campuses. The seminary has a contract to honor the credits with The 

Global Baptist School of Theology in Dallas Texas, which has a contract with Bay University and George W. Truett 

Theological Seminary in Waco, Texas. 

In 2005 the seminary graduated four individuals with undergraduate degrees, one with Master's degree in religious 

education and one with D.Miss in missionary work. Fifteen students graduated in 2006 including eight with 

undergraduate degrees, five Th.M., and two with M.Div. The trustees, professors, students and alumni complement 

each other well with the mission of seminary. The classes are at the First Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington 

in Rockville, Maryland. 

Missionary Organization 

SEED International Mission 
The SEED International Mission is a Korean missionary organization in the United States with a vision that 'a 

mission is not a church. ' The SEED was founded in June 2000 by uniting two Korean missions, Central Missionary 

Fellowship (CMF) associated with Central Presbyterian Church ofWashington (founded in 1990) and Reach Out to 

the World (ROW) in New York City (founded in 1996). The two missions decided to unite to support mission work 

for all Korean churches across the United States with the vision to serve and obey the Lord in preparation for the 

end of the world. SEED became the first Asian member of the Evangelical Fellowship of Mission Agency (EFMA) 

in September 2000. By becoming a member of EFMA, the policy and operation procedures are in line with an 

international organization. 

As of January 2005 SEED has 45 missionary families in 23 different countries. Fifteen trustee churches, 

approximately 200 individual churches, and about 200 individuals participate in their financial assistance. 
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Reverend Won Sang Lee is the chairman. The trustee churches are Southern California Strong Church ( Pastor 

Choong 11 Kim), New York Presbyterian Church (Pastor YoungHee Lee), New Your Central Church (Pastor Jae Yeol 

Kim), New Jersey Antioch Church ( Pastor Eun Young Hwang), New Jersey All Nations Church (Pastor Choon Ho 

Yang), Philadelphia United Church, Philadelphia Antioch Church ( Pastor Seong Ki Ho), Philadelphia Eternal Life 

Presbyterian Church (Pastor Yong Geol Lee), Shining Star Community Church (Pastor Yong Woo Im), Open Door 

Presbyterian Church ( Pastor Yong Hoon Kim), Denver Korean Christ Church (Pastor Seong Cheol Joo), Chicago 

Antioch Church (Pastor Soo Kwon Chae), Hevron Church (Pastor Young GeolSong), Naperville First Presbyterian 

Church (Pastor Sang Soo Yoo), Southern California Church of Love (Pastor Seung Wook Kim), Tacoma Central 

Church, Canada Kwangrim Church (Pastor Tae Won Kim) and Grace Korean Church (Pastor Shin 11 Park). 

The four values of SEED are Christ-like character, prayer ministry, personal discipleship and partnership. With 

these values, SEED promotes assistance with area churches in the country to produce missionaries and establish 

new churches in foreign countries. SEED has programs for missionary education, visitation of missionary areas, and 

seminars for mission leaders. It provides consulting services regarding mission policies and training for short-term 

missionary work. To educate missionaries, it operates a school for missionaries in Vancouver, Canada every year. 

The areas for SEED missionaries to build new churches and educate Christian leaders are: 

• Africa: Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania 

• Asia: China, Thailand, Japan, Philippines, Cambodia, Nepal, India, Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan 

• Middle East: Jordan, Israel, and Egypt 

• Europe: Russia, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, and Swiss 

• Central America: Mexico, Brazil, Honduras, and Cuba 

Washington Wheat Mission, Inc. 
The Wheat Missionwas established in Korea in 1979 to preach, serve, and enlighten disabled individuals. It was 

founded by Dr. Jae Seo Lee, professor of the Korean Theological Seminary. Dr. Lee himself is disabled. 

The Washington Wheat Mission was established on November 2, 1991, for the same purposes as the Wheat 

Mission in Korea. The first general manager was Reverend Won Ho Kang. On June 8, 1992, the Washington Wheat 

Mission became responsible for all Wheat missions in the United States. Reverend Jae Seo Lee was the first director 

and Reverend Won Ho Kang became the second director. Reverend Taek Jeong Chung became the third director and 

Reverend Won Ho Kang became the fourth director. 

From 1991 through December 1997 the general manager of the Washington Wheat Mission was Reverend Won 

Ho Kang and the current general manager, Reverend Taek Jeong Chung, has been serving in this capacity since May 

1998. 

On June 5, 1993 three classes in different places began for disabled children from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. every 

Saturday. The locations are Kyung Hyang Garden Church (Pastor Tae 11 Han) in the Baltimore area, Washington 

Wheat Mission in Rockville, and Washington Korean Church (Pastor Young Jin Cho) in Vrrginia. These classes are 

for those disabled children who have difficulty going to Sunday school. 

The disabled adult programs have meetings at Bethel Church (Pastor Soon Keun Lee) at 7 p.m. every Monday, at 

Washington Wheat Mission at 7 p.m. every Tuesday and at Gallous Campus of The Light Global Mission Church 

(Pastor Steve S. Chang). At the meeting, they have worship services and fellowship. They also teach how to serve 
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disabled people. In addition, the Wheat Mission publishes a monthly magazine; 'Wheat & World' and about 3,000 

copies are distributed to members. It has recording services for the blind and services for the hearing impaired. The 

mission provides rides for disabled people, visits the mentally ill and has fellowship with them. In April each year, 

they observe a day for the disabled. In July each year they have camping that includes thedisabled people in the 

community. In October each year, they have a night of Wheat. 

Currently, the director is Reverend Taek Jeong Chung. Reverend Yong Min Lee is the executive assistant. The 

social worker is Boo Young Kim and the coordinator is 11 Boon Chung. The treasurer is Koh Eun Hong. 

Serving the Nations 
There are about 1,200 missionary organizations in the United States and activity in the Washington area is higher 

than in any other area of the country. The activities of the Korean community in the Washington area are well 

known within the mission community. This area is the center of diplomatic relations and is the headquarters of the 

federal government agencies. It has many agencies for mission areas in the third world. Ninety-five percent of the 

organizations concentrate on third world countries. Serving the Nations is one of them, supporting missionary work 

as a non-governmental organization (NGO). 

In 1998 Serving the Nations was established in the Washington area. The name was originally Mom International. 

The name was changed to Serving the Nation in 2004. This organization is financially supported by seventeen 
churches. The missionary work is performed in the Middle East ( centering on Dubai), Central Asia, Africa, 

China, North Korea, Mongolia, Russia, Northeast Asia, Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil. It encourages the social 

development of the third world and assists with medical aid. It connects missions on different continents. It is a 

relatively new organization, but it has made significant growth. 

Trustee Kuk-Joo Yang at headquarters, the international director, executive directors from each continent and 

partner organizations have created a network that works to realize their strategic plans. It began with the united 

missionary efforts by the Korean churches in the Washington area. Its scope is multi-continental and includes 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Greece, Argentina, Russia, Iraq, Afghanistan and other nations. It became a model of 

international missionary work that will lead the direction of Korean missionary work in the future. 

The organization, with supporting churches in the Washington area, provided aid missions in Iraq in 2003, Ryong 

Chun in North Korea in 2004, and the Tsunami affected area in 2005. The organization has contracts with U.S. 

government agencies and distributes aid and social welfare benefits in the amount of approximately $150,000,000 

per year. Since 2005 it has operated bean farms in Afghanistan. It provides aid to the poor in Argentina and provides 

medical aid funds for Sudan, Africa and other nations. 

The organization has worked strategically with International Christ Mission, International Headquarters of College 

Student Mission, World Help Mission Foundation, Impact International, International AIDS, Operation Blessing 
and other American mission organizations. It has a relationship with Korean Christ Council and Christ Presbyterian 

Council and other mission organizations in Korea. It assists with aid programs for North Korea and serves a connecting 

role for Korean and American mission organizations. 

East Africa (Tanzania) Mission 
The East Africa (Tanzania) Mission supports Missionary Yoon Seok Park, who was pastor of Calvary Christ 

Church in the Washington area. It established Tanga Christian Bible College in Tanzania for preaching purposes. 
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The college trains local students and helps them become missionaries to preach effectively and work toward the 

establishment of local churches. 

The mission has lives God's words, 'Go throughout the world and preach the gospel to every creature.' The mission 

obeys the order of the Lord and it has a pure spirit and sense of duty for the Lord's people. The mission began in 

1995, and through 2005 it focused on assistance for Missionary Yoon Seok Park in preaching the gospel in Tanzania. 

It has 24 trustees and about 50 members. There are 25 churches that support the mission. 

Tanga Christian Bible College is a seminary for all denominations. It currently has 50 students. So far it has 

produced about 60 graduates who work as missionaries or pastors across Tanzania. Tanzania is 4.3 times bigger 

than the Korean peninsula. It has a population of 30 million and an individual income of about $105 per year. 

Approximately 90% of the people are Muslim and about 5% of people are Catholic. There are many shamans and 
very few Christians there. 

Tanga, where the college is located, is a tropical port city. Malaria and AIDS are huge problems, with about 1/3 of 

new born babies being born HIV positive. There are other tropical diseases there as well. The East Africa Mission, 
through effective money management, has financially supported the dedicated missionaries and worked with them 

for the past 10 years. 

American Se Sun Mission 
The American Se Sun Mission is a biblical and non-denominational mission organization. The objectives of the 

mission focus on the Lord, the Bible, and churches. It has a faith with the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. It believes 

the Bible is the word of God. It also believes in Christ's resurrection after his death on the Cross. It confesses that 
the church is the body of Christ. 

The mission was established by Reverend Moon Kyu Hwang and others in 1997and registered with the U.S. 

federal government as a non-profit organization. The mission coordinates with the Korean Se Sun Mission, which 
concentrates on China and Mongolia. It obeys the order of God as written in Matthew Chapter 28, verse 19, 'Go, 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations.' The mission concentrates work in Central America. 

1. The mission coordinates with Central American Theological Mission (Reverend Soon Moo Kwon) to establish 

theological schools in Central America to produce spiritual leaders and to educate laymen. Currently it has established 

and operates Latin American Theological schools in four countries; Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica. 

2. The mission provides seminars and meetings in the U.S. and Costa Rica for native Central American spiritual 

leaders and laymen to receive theological education and especially for church leaders and theology professors in 
Central America for their continuing education. 

The Light of the World International Mission, Inc. 
The Light of the World International Mission was founded by Reverend Man Soo Shim in 1998. It is registered with 

the federal government as a non-profit organization and has four objectives: 

1. It operates scholarship funds, providing scholarships to theological seminary students. So far, scholarships have 

been awarded to sixteen students. 

2. It assists the disabled, providing bibles and hymn books for the blind in the church and for the blind in Korea. It 
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also provides financial support to them for their eye surgery. 

3. It provides missionary books and letters of guidance in Korean and in English. It has published three books of 

sermon collections. It also published six books for preaching. 

4. It does missionary work in Mexico and helps North Koreans who escaped the country. It helps people lacking 

experience with the gospel to understand scripture. It helps poor or sick people spiritually. It helps North Koreans 

through the Rainbow Children Foundation. 

In Mexico the mission work is performed by establishing mission centers. It concentrates on the Yucatan area where 

many Korean descendants live and it has a mission center there. Currently it is in the process of building a school and 

a chapel. The mission center, built in 2002, has three missionaries, two local teachers and one local manager. 

Currently it operates a Korean language school for Korean descendants and a school for local children. It recruits 

volunteers from Korean churches in the U.S. and sends short-term mission teams there. Once the construction of 

school building is completed it will offer courses for kindergarten, elementary, high school, theological seminary ~d 

vocational school education. It spent about $56,000 for mission work in 2004. 

Action for Peace through Prayer & Aid (APPA) 
Action for Peace through Prayer & Aid is an organization for inner city ministry to resolve the racial problems 

that surfaced in the Black riots in Los Angeles and to assist the homeless. The APPA has goals of community 

development, spiritual realization, harmony of all races, and production of missionary leaders for the poor based on 

Christian principles within a multi-cultural environment. 

The APPA was created by Evangelist Sang Jin Choi and some laymen who felt that it was necessary to do mission 

work for the harmony of Koreans, blacks and the homeless. On October 12, 1996, they had the first meeting at 

Deacon Seok Heon Bae's home in Fairfax, Virginia. On January 26, 1997, the' 100-Prayerer Group' was organized 

to pray one minute every day for community ministry and ill neighbors. 

On June 4, 1998, the APPA organized its board of trustees at Washington Korean Church (Pastor Young Jin Cho) 

in Vrrginia_. It also presented a plan for the 'New Jerusalem Project' to do mission work for the poor of Washington, 

D.C. TheAPPAopened the 'House of Peace' for the homeless at 4th Street and Florida Avenue, N.W. Washington, 

D.C. on October 30, 1998. The space was donated by Deacon Susan Kim. The mission work began there. 

In 1999 theAPPAmoved to a two story building located at 319 R Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. The building 

was acquired and donated by Korean Central Presbyterian Church to celebrate its 25th anniversary date. Currently 

it holds a worship service for the homeless every week. · It also holds daily worship services at two places in parks 

for homeless people. APPA provides dinner for 50-100 homeless people and operates dance classes after school 

for children of single parents in poor black families It has a program for college students to experience homeless 

life through short-term missionary team work and a program to plant flowers Easter week in addition to other 

programs. 

A total of 1,500 Korean and American volunteers participate the mission work every year. About 200 students in 

colleges including Harvard University and Cornell University participate in short-term mission teams each year. 

The APPA has as employees four formerly homeless drug users who became Christians through its programs: It 
also has four full-time staff missionaries who are Korean. The chairman of trustees of the APPA is Dr. Ok Joo Chun. 

Reverend Sang Jin Choi is the director. 
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Good Spoon Mission 
The Good Spoon Mission was founded on April 1, 2004, by Missionary Jae Euk Kim. Kim had worked as a 

missionary in South America before coming to APPA where he and his co-workers proposed to serve Latinos whose 
numbers were growing in the Washington area. Korean business owners hire many Latinos as their employees and 
there are more Latinos than blacks in the United States, so Kim felt it was important to provide mission work for 
Latinos to prevent any racial disputes between them and Koreans. 

Missionary Jae Euk Kim is the current executive director of Good Spoon Mission. The chairman of the trustees 
is Chang Yeon Cho, the trustee for general affairs is Hwa Jong Lee, the social worker is Jeong Soo Kim, and the 
trustee for finance is Seong Cheon Ahn. The trustees are Min Seong Park, In Ki Baek, Young Kwon Choi, Byung 
Woon Kim, Woo Seop Shim, Jong Joon Chun, Kwang Yeon Park, Yeon Man Kim, Kyung Hoon Park, and Jeong Ho 
Chung. There are many volunteers who participate in various mission work. 

The Mission opened an office in the Annandale area with financial assistance from someone who wished to remain 
anonymous. The mission serves food in three locations every week and provides clothing and food to the poor. It 
provides haircuts, oriental ~edical services, preaching and disciple training, worship services with a choir, and has 
mission seminars. It operates English and computer classes for low income families and issues newsletters about 
the mission work. It has programs of short-term mission teams and programs for missionaries. The Mission plans 
events to encourage unity among multi-cultural people. 

In 2004 the Mission had a Korean and Latino picnic and soccer game to promote friendship between the two groups 
and plans to have more of such events. It invites South American pastors to participate in their mission work and 
welcomes volunteers to participate in providing meals, clothing, professional services and other volunteer services. 

Retreat for Korean Students in America (KOSTA) 
Those involved with evangelical work for Korean students in the United States conducted campus 'Gate Bible 

Study' classes in Silver Spring, Maryland, Cherry Hill, North Carolina and Boston, Massachusetts. They prayed 
for Korean students for their spiritual needs. They had a dream to preach the gospel ( vision of' gospel'), to educate 
people to change the Korean society biblically (vision of 'nation'), and to produce Christian leaders with knowledge 
of theology (vision of 'knowledge'). 

These visions were realized when Korean Students in America, the first retreat, was held in early 1986 at Summit 
Lake Ground, a suburb of Washington, D.C. About 200 students participated in this retreat supported by Reverends 
Dong Won Lee and Jeong Kil Hong and pastors of Korean churches in the United States churches in Korea. 

The key person for KOS TA in the beginning was Reverend Dong Won Lee of Global Mission of Greater Washington 
Church. Other key individuals for KOSTA were Reverend Jeong Kil Hong, who led Korean students in Boston, 
Reverend Jeong Hyun Oh, and Reverend In Kyu Song. Global Mission of Greater Washington Church has provided 
offices and financial support for KOSTA. In 2005 this church sponsored the 20th KOS TA gathering. 

The KOSTA movement has grown and encouraged Korean students to have world visions and dreams, insuring 
use of their God-given talents. It leads them to salvation when they are often wondering where to go. It provides 
guidance to help them know what to do for the nation and race. They need to have faith as well as knowledge and 
KOS TA has shown them the right direction. 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 107 



KOSTA began in the Washington area and spread across the United States. Now, it is for students all over the 

world and so the name of the retreat was changed to 'Korean Students Abroad' to reflect this. Because ofKOSTA, 

'Evangelical Fellowship ofKorean Students International' has been founded to do mission work for Korean students 

all over the world. 

The KOSTA retreat was held in Europe for students in France, Germany and Italy (Europe KOSTA) in 1988. In 

1993 it was held in England (KOSTU) and Japan (KOSTJA). In 1994, it was held in Russia. In 1996, it was held in 

Canada, Australia and China. In 1998, it was held in South America. In 1999, it was held in Taiwan. In 2002, a total 

of about 7,000 Korean students and youths participated in KOSTA retreats in eleven places in ten different counties; 

the U.S., Canada (Vancouver and Toronto), South America, Japan, Russia, Australia, China, Taiwan, Europe and 

New Zealand. 

Joseph's Vision 21 
Joseph's Vision 21 began educating the 1.5 generation of Korean immigrants with the objective of finding new 

vision and new leaders. There is no future for the immigrants unless the 1.5 generation of immigrants is raised in the 

right way. It started to educate them as spiritual leaders under the blessing of Lord, and as youths with visions to 

contribute. It aims to imbue them with a sense of Korean history and nationhood. 

The main subjects for Joseph's 21 are Joseph's dreams and visions, Joseph's preaching overseas, Joseph's 

forgiveness, Joseph's affection, Joseph's fatherhood, Joseph's filial piety, Joseph's practical ability, Joseph's spirit 

of stewardship, Joseph's struggle with temptation, Joseph's leadership, Joseph's patriotism, Joseph's overcoming 

difficulties and succeeding, Joseph's faith, and his view of a future life. The first meeting was held at Great Multitude 

Presbyterian Church on May 22-23, 1998. It has been held once every year since then in the Eastern United States 

in the winter. 

It was decided at the second meeting that participants would choose one individual and pray for that person for a 

year as a spiritual mentor. At the 6th meeting thirty-three participants made up their minds to become a minister or 

missionary. The meeting was blessed to lead the 1.5 generation of immigrants to become spiritual leaders. In Korea 

some pastors thought that they needed the Joseph's Vision 21 movement there. Accordingly, they had the first such 

meeting during the summer vacation of 2001. The meeting has been held in Korea every summer since. 

The Joseph's Vision 21 meeting was held in Sudong Kumsikwon in Korea on July 23-24, 2001, and about 1,500 

participants attended. The meeting was held at Bethesda Prayer House in Kang Neung, Korea in July 2002. It was 

held at the Mission Center in Je Ju Do, Korea in August 2003, and at Daniel Retreat Center in Kok Sung of Geon 

Nam, Korea in August 2004. 

Christian Media Organization 

Korean Gospel Weekly 
The Korean Gospel Weekly was founded in Washington, D .C. in September 197 5 for Korean immigrants overseas. 

The weekly paper presented the spiritual purpose of life, preaching gospel to the ever growing number of Korean 

immigrants in the 1970s. In May 1978 it started broadcasting gospels. 

The Weekly has held seminars for pastors in North America every year since in 1979 as part of Korean Gospel 
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Mission. The seminars provide Korean immigrant pastors with information and programs to encourage growth of 

their Biblical commitment. By 2005 twenty-five seminars had been conducted in the U.S., Korea and around the 

world. The Weekly has served as a bridge between the Korean churches and pastors in all 50 states, assisting churches 

in their search for qualified pastors. It has helped to locate speakers for biblical events and meetings and has assisted 

with advertising revivals and other events. In particular the weekly paper clearly presented the truth of the resurrection 

of Christ through seminars and revealed the ill conception of eschatology that was spreading from 1990. 

The Korean Gospel Mission plans to open a Mission Center that will help with various events to celebrate its 

30th anniversary. The center will be used for pastors who need to rest or to learn. It will also provide programs for 

religious leaders from the next generation. The non-denominational Korean Gospel paper is published weekly and 

is distributed to all Korean churches in America. It also sponsors pastoral seminars and revivals in the United States, 

Korea and Japan. It has a New Year's worship service in the first week every year. 

The Christian Power Weekly News 
The Christian Power Weekly News was founded by Yong Soon Lee, the publisher of'Hello Korean' weekly, in May 

2005. The goal of the Christian Power Weekly News is to provide information about Korean churches, American 

churches and churches all over the world to a lay audience rather than speaking only to pastors and missionaries. It 

focuses on preaching gospel, missionary work, education and service work. 

Regular Publications of Churches 
Many churches publish periodicals regularly for the Christian mission and for communication. The Global Mission 

Church of Greater Washington publishes, 'World Mission Monthly.' The Korean Central Presbyterian Church 

publishes, 'Disciples' monthly. The Washington Korean Church publishes, 'Agape' monthly. Now many Korean 

churches provide information about their activities to the younger generation of Korean immigrants in the churches 

through websites. 

Christian Broadcasting 

Christian Broadcast of Washington 
The Christian Broadcast of Washington's first broadcast was in October 1971 by Young Ho Kim. Deacon Won Jin 

Noh took over for him in 1983 when Young Ho Kim returned to Korea. Deacon Seung Kyu Cho, the current voice 

of the broadcasts, took over after Won Jin Noh passed away. 

Oriental Christian Broadcast 
The Oriental Christian Broadcast began operations in May 1989 with Moo 11 Moon. Its original name was Oriental 

Broadcast Inc. Moon changed the name to the Oriental Christian Broadcast on June 1, 1991, and also changed 

the program's format. It originally transmitted 24 hours a day through a sub-carrier. However, it faced financial 

difficulties and Deacon Gap Cheol Lee took over the operation of the broadcast. He invited Young Ho Kim who 

was an announcer in New York City in an attempt to save the program but it was closed due to financial difficulties. 

Washington Mission Broadcast 
The Washington Mission Broadcast was started by Reverend Sung Woon Choi who negotiated with David D. Chu, 

president of the Washington Central Broadcasting, Co. to use three hours of air time every day. WMB broadcasted 

its first show on August 13, 1993, for the purpose of achieving a conservative Christian mission. It continued 
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broadcasting until May 1994 and ended when Washington Central Broadcasting Co. was closed. 

Washington Christian Gospel Broadcast 
Elder Young Ho Kim worked for Korean Broadcast System (KBS) during coverage of the' 1988 Seoul Olympics' 

(1983-1988) then returned to New York City. There he met with Reverend Nam Soo Kim ofFull Gospel Church of 

New York to establish the Korean Christian Broadcast Network operated out ofNew York City. Deacon Gap Cheol 

Lee invited Young Ho Kim to re-start the Washington Christian Gospel Broadcast on June 1, 1992. It was closed in 

1992 due to financial difficulties. 

Elder Kim reorganized the Washington Christian Gospel System with support from Reverend Won Sang Lee, 

Reverend Kwang Sam Na and Reverend Jong Seon Kim, all prominent pastors in the Washington area. Reverend 

Lee became the chairman of the trustees 24-hour broadcasts began through a sub-carrier. It was located at 17 51 

Elton Road, Silver Spring, Maryland and was registered as a non-profit organization with the federal government 

and state of Maryland. In 1994 it joined News Reporter Club in America, Christian Broadcast in America, the 

Association of Broadcast in America and also the World Association of Christian Broadcast. In 1995 it began to 

broadcast through the Internet, providing information and preaching gospel to Koreans and missionaries all over the 

world. A similar broadcast began with KBS in 1997. 

In 1998 the Washington Christian Gospel Broadcast sent a thirty minute sermon by Reverend Jae Rok Lee every 

week. He was regarded as a heretic and broadcasting his sermons caused some difficulties in operation. When it 

stopped broadcasting Reverend Lee' sermons the issue was resolved. Such action was taken in accordance with the 

general agreement of the Christian community. The Broadcast was reorganized in November 1998 and Reverend 

Yoon Gook Kim became the chairman of the trustees with Reverend Won Sang Lee serving as the vice chairman. 

Reverend Man Poong Kim and W. Jamie Kim became trustees and Elder Young Ho Kim was re-appointed as the 

president. In January 1, 2001 , it switched from sub-carrier to AM 1600 KHz but it faced financial difficulties due 

to high broadcasting fees. It began to accept commercial advertisements to solve the financing issue, but imposed 

restrictions on the advertisements to conform to a Christian Broadcast format. 

In March 2003 when the Iraq War broke out it broadcasted prayers by area pastors from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

Monday through Saturday for the safe return of American military men participating in the Iraq War. As a result, 

all Korean-American soldiers who were part of the war were blessed and returned safely without any casualties. In 

August 2003 Dr. Yoon of New York City offered to assist the Christian Broadcast financially. It changed to AM 

950 in January 2004. Starting on March 1, 2004, Elder Kim was responsible for production and operation of the 

Broadcast. However, on November 30, 2004, it ceased operation due to financial difficulties. 

Since March 2005 the Broadcast has contracted with sub-carriers thanks to support from the Korean Christian 

community and individual supporters. It changed its name to Washington Christian Broadcasting Network (WCBN

Radio) in 2005. The board of directors appointed Elder Soon Paik, Dr. John C. Cha, Deacon Bo Gook Kim, and 

Deacon Ki Joo Im as directors. Reverand Woong Joe Kang, Reverend Young Man Jung, and Reverend Byung Wan 

Lee are also directors. Elder Kim is working as the producer of the WCBN. 
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United Korean Church Activities 

Athletic Events 

Eastern Region Softball Tournament 
The Goodwill Softball Tournament of Eastern Region Korean Churches has been held every year on or around 

August 15 since 1981. This event is sponsored by the Northern Vrrginia Presbyterian Church. The tournament was 

originally limited to the Washington area churches but later was extended to include churches in the Baltimore area, 

changing its name to the Eastern Region Softball Tournament. Recently about 20 Korean churches participated in 

the tournament and it is considered the largest athletic event in the area. 

Goodwill Volleyball Tournament of Washington Area Korean Churches 
Sponsored by the Korean Presbyterian Church of Washington, the volleyball tournament has been held every 

summer since 1989. Since they use an air-conditioned high school indoor gymnasium, the tournament is held as 

scheduled regardless of weather conditions. 

Goodwill Youth Softball Tournament of Washington Area Korean Churches 
The Goodwill Youth Softball Tournament of Washington Area Korean Churches holds its tournament at the end of 

June each year since 1979. The Korean Baptist Church of Washington sponsors the event with the catch phrase of 

'Brothers within Chris~' for junior and senior high school students. About 15 teams participate in the tournament. 

Goodwill Soccer To'urnament of Korean Churches 
The Goodwill Soccer Tournament had been sponsored by the Council of Korean Churches since 1970. The 

Rockville _Presbyterian Church has sponsored the soccer tournament since 1993. 

Educational and Cultural Mission Organization 

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Northern Virginia 
The Child Evangelism Fellowship is an international organization that provides mission work for children and it 

has about 50 years of history. In 1992 a Korean Division of the Child Evangelism Fellowship was created in Fairfax, 

Virginia. It was registered as the Korean Division with the government and it became the first of its kind in Northern 

Virginia. 

The first director was Yeon Ho Choi, wife of the pastor at Rothem Presbyterian Church. The second director 

was Young Ja Yoon who died on March 1, 2005. The third director was Missionary Wang Goo Lee. Currently 

Evangelists Eun Young Yoo and Jeong Sil Yeo are working foe the Korean Division. 

The Korea Division provides text books in English and Korean for Sunday schools in the Korean community and 

every year it sponsors seminars ot lectures to train Sunday school teachers. It preaches gospel to children through 

the Good News Club. It has helped children in Virginia and Maryland, preaching gospel to them for over 10 years. 

The current chairman, Dae Dong Suh, and vice chairman, Young Don Oh, oversee ten operating committees. The 

treasurer is Young Taek Im and the secretary is Evangelist Mi Jeong Kim. 
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Washington Christian Cultural Center 

Washington Christian Choir 
The Washington Christian Choir was formed in 1995 by choir members who wanted to express their great love of 

the Lord by praising Him with song. They want to preach the gospel by being spiritual soldiers of the Lord. 

The Choir provides choir services for new Korean churches lacking a choir for their worship services. It provides 

choir services for events sponsored by the Association of Korean Churches or the Korean community. Choir 

members practice every Thursday and every year the choir presents a musical performance. It also gives seasonal 

musical performances. 

Association of Praising the Lord Mission in the Washington Area 
The Association of Praising the Lord Mission in the Washington Area was founded in March 2003 by Joon Pyo 

Park, publisher of'Christian Times,' a weekly missionary magazine. The Association was organized for individuals 

in groups that praise the Lord by chanting hymns. Reverend Yoo Jeong Lee was elected as the first president. 

In 2004 Reverend Jong Kwan Lee was elected as the second president. The association aims to assist everyone who 

loves to praise the Lord with hymns in the area. The visions and objectives of the association are: 

1. Educating and training individuals who are interested in working to praise the Lord with hymns or through 

worship. 

2. Performing mission work through performances or events with members of the association and individuals who 

have received education from the association. 

3. Providing material or programs developed by research teams of the association to area churches for their worship 

services and choir services. 

The association holds choir meetings once a month. The choir meeting is presented under the name of 'Gag 

Tuesday. ' The association has classes for audio,, video, and picture to serve for area churches. The association 

sponsors performances by people involved in praising the Lord with hymns. It conducts seminars for effective 

Biblical education. In addition the association makes efforts promoting a culture of praising the Lord with hymns by 

gathering choir teams from Korean churches to have performances such as 'Band Festival. ' 

Washington Elder Choir 
The members of the Washington Elder Choir are drawn from church elders. The choir participates in united events 

and glorifies God with hymns. The choir plays a role in helping the area churches and their united activities. The 

current Choir director is Elder Chi Won Hwang, the conductor is Reverend Seong Keun Hong and the pianist is 

Kyung Mi Lee. 

Washington Soloist Ensemble and World Mission Choir 
(see Chapter 4 - Korean Culture) 

Prayer Houses 
There are many prayer houses in the Washington area but only a few are operating with sufficient staff members 

and facilities. Many others offer places for prayer, for fasting, special prayer needs and church organizations' prayer 
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meetings. Some of the area prayer houses are as follow. 

Anna Prayer Counseling, Inc. 
Anna Prayer Counseling, Inc. was founded by Reverend Kyung Sook Lee and Deacon In Ja Im, Deacon Eun Sook 

Kang, Deacon Sook Ja Lee, Deacon Sang Ji Yoon, and Deacon Keum Soon Park on August 1, 1983. Reverend Lee 

had just finished his theology education and settled in the Washington area. He and other founding members had 

deep concerns regarding the need for a prayer house in the area. Deacon In Ja Im was appointed as the first chairman 

of the trustees. Reverend Kyung Sook Lee became the director. Deacon Jin Yong Chang played an important role 

in assisting to acquire the 165-acres and building. 

Anna Prayer Counseling, Inc. is located between Washington, D.C. and Baltimore and many Koreans in this area 

use the facility for prayer. It is 40 miles away from Washington, D.C and 50 miles way from Baltimore toward 

Frederick, MD. 

Many individuals and church groups use the facility for private prayer, fasting prayer, training or seminars. Some 

individuals stay there for a while to determine what they should do while praying. Prominently it provides a space 

for missionaries who have come home for a sabbatical year. Siloam Chapel, Bethesda Chapel, Paul Building, Angel 

Building, and Bethel Building stand on 165 acres. The facility has private prayer rooms for fasting prayer. 

A maximum of200 people can stay there. They have three worship services daily, 6 a.m., 11 a.m., and 7:30 p.m. 

Individual counseling services are provided any time. The address is: Anna Prayer Counseling, Inc., 7910 Peters 

Road, Frederick, Maryland 21704. 

Mount of Grace 
The Waynesboro Church opened the Mount of Grace in June 1997. Several Korean families founded the Waynesboro 

Church in March 1988 with the vision of preaching gospel and the world mission of being a global group in Christ. 

Reverend Hwa Sung Bang is the pastor of this church. In September 1989 it acquired a home on 17 acres and began 

to build a chapel while preaching gospel and doing mission work. The chapel was completed in November 1994 and 

a dedication worship service and 7th anniversary celebration was held in April 1995. 

The Waynesboro Church has held worship services for its multi-cultural congregation, including first and second 

generation Korean immigrants, since May 1995. It is a church that seeks to build worldwide groups in Christ. So 

far it has sent about 200 trained lay missionaries, including families of American servicemen, to many places in the 

U.S. and overseas. It expands the land of the Lord and preaches the gospel in different countries including the United 

States and Korea. 

The Mount of Grace was opened at the same time a 110 acre park close to the church property was opened. It takes 

about an hour and forty minutes to get there by car from the Washington area. It provides facilities for prayer and a 

retreat for pastors and church members in the Washington area. Now it also provides facilities to pastors and church 

members from Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, and North Carolina. It has a chapel with 150 seats, 

an education room with 60 seats, 80 bedrooms, lecture rooms, prayer rooms, a place for camp fire, a place for outdoor 

prayer, parking lots, camp areas, shelters for 200 people, various game grounds, a course for jogging, and trails for 

walking. It also has an outdoor swimming pool, sky areas, the President's villa, waterfalls, a zoo, a boating area, and 

fishing areas in the nearby park. The Mount of Grace is open 24 hours daily and anyone can pray there at any time. 

The address is 12755 Buchanan Trail East, Waynesboro, PA 
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Washington Christian Center 
The Washington Christian Center was opened for missionaries in 1993. Overcoming financial difficulties, it 

started to operate as a retreat and prayer house in 1995. It registered as a non- profit religious organization with the 
government in 1998. 

The director of the center is Reverend Hyung Bok Cho. The center provides: 
1. Lodging for missionaries in a sabbatical year. 
2. Facilities for retreat, individual prayer, group prayer, and fasting prayer. 
3. Facilities for pastors to pray and rest. 
4. Facilities for family unit for prayer and resting. 
5. Facilities for various religious meetings. 
6. Opportunities for family farming. 
7. Financial assistance to a theological school in China for the education oflocal students for mission work inAsia. 

The center has three chapels and a restaurant for 100 people. It has 180 bedrooms and many private prayer rooms. 
It has facilities for baseball, soccer, volleyball, basketball and ping-pong games. It holds worship services at 6 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. daily. Every Saturday it holds a regular meeting. The address is: 29363 Richmond Turnpike, Ruther Gren, 
Vrrginia. 

The Bethany House 
The Bethany House was established by Elder In Kyu Chang. The address is: 1736 Harpers Ferry Road, Knoxville, 

Maryland. 

Holy Mountain Prayer House 
The director of the Holy Mountain Prayer House is Joo Young Lee. The address is: 14014 Hollow Road, Hancock, 

Maryland. 

Bereca Prayer House 
The director of the Bereca Prayer House is Ye Myung Kirn. The address is: 15 North Earlton Raod, Havre de Grace, 

Maryland. 

2) Catholic Churches 

Saint Dae Geon Kim (St. Andrew Kim) Catholic Church 
The Saint Andrew Kirn Catholic Church is located at 17615 Old Baltimore Road, Olney, Maryland. The idea of 

having a Korean catholic church was conceived by a small group of Koreans and students in October 1965 when few 
Koreans lived in the Washington area. They had masses at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 

On May 1, 1973, Father Joseph Chang Moon Kirn held a mass in Korean for the first time. Starting in August 1973 
they held masses at St. Jane De Chantal in Bethesda, Maryland the first and third Sunday afternoons of the month. 
On March 19, 1974, Young Soo Wang ofBusan Parish was appointed as the first priest and the first mass was held at 
the Catholic University Chapel. Seventy-seven worshipers attended the first mass. The first Korean Catholic Church 
was founded on this day in the Washington area. 
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In February 197 5 the church began holding masses at Oblate College. In 1979, Father Paul Han replaced Father Kim 
and the church moved to Trinity College for their masses. On March 1, 1981, the church acquired a school building 
in College Park, Maryland and used the building as a chapel. In 1984, the church was designated as Catholic 
Archdiocese of Washington and St. Dae Geon Kim (St. Andrew Kim), the first priest and martyr in Korea, was 
selected as the patron saint of the church. As the number of Korean immigrants increased in the area the number of 
church members grew. The facilities could not accommodate all its members. Those members residing in Vrrginia 
wanted to have a church in Vrrginia. Finally, Saint Paul Chung Catholic Church was established within the Arlington 
Parish. 

The College Park Catholic Church building was old and inconvenient for use as a church. The increase in the 
number of church members created the need for a new church building. The new church building committee was 
organized in 1986 and Father Jae Sik Yoo, who came from Dae Jon Parish in Korea, appointed Kyu Baek Nam as the 
chairman of the committee. The fund raising activity began for the new building and in October 1987 ther church 
acquired 50 acres in Olney, Maryland. Olney is in Montgomery County. In October 1996 Seung Cheol Im from 
Seoul Perish became the Father. He appointed Kap Jin Chung as the chairman of chapel construction committee. On 
June 25, 2000, construction began. The modem style of the church included a 750-seatchapel and a large fellowship 
room. On October 6, 2002, a mass was held to bpen the new facilities. In October 2002 Chan 11 Lee from Seoul 
Parish became the Father. On June 20, 2004, Cardinal Soo Hwan Kim held a thanksgiving mass to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary. 

Bishop Gonzales of Washington Parish held a mass on September 19, 2002 to commemorate its 30th anniversary. 
It started the construction work for an educational building that would be completed in June 2005. Since the 
foundation of the church In Bae Joo (Peter 1982), Deok Hyo Lee (Paul 1983) have been ordained in the priesthood. 
Ji Hyun Yoon (Jacob 1984), Seong Won Hong (Pascal 1985) and Ji Won Eom (Michael 1986) and Chang Seop Choi 
(Augustine 2004) were ordained as permanent diaconates. In May 2005, Min Cheol Park (Adam) was ordained in 
the priesthood. 

To assist the pastor in parish ministry under the chairman of the congregation, the congregation is divided into 
11 unites, 4 regions and 32 sub-regions. There is a financing department and many organizations to promote better 
Catholic faith, including Cursillo, Legion of Mary, M.E. Evangelical Prayer Group, Share Group. In addition there 
are active groups like Age Group, Cleaning Crew, Supporters of St. Lazarus Village for Lepers, Vocations Promoters, 
and Wonju Society. 

As of the end of 2004, about 2,500 registered members ( about 800 families) attend masses and about '300 students 
attend Sunday school. Past and current priests are: 

1. Yong Soo Wang (Busan Parish) 
2. Paul Han (Paul Holt, Washington Parish) 
3. Se Jin Lee (Daejon J>arish) 
4. Mark Brennan (Washington Parish) 
5. Jae Sik Yoo (Daejon Parish) 
6. Cheol Ho Lee (Seoul Parish) 
7. Jeong Soon Shin (Seoul Parish) 
8. Seung Cheol Im (Seoul Parish) 
9. Chan 11 Lee (Seoul Parish-Current) 
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Past and current chairman of the congregation are: 

1974 SangKyuKim 1987 KyuBaekNam 

1976 Young Hoon Kang 1989 Deok Seon Lee 

1977 Sam Yeol Park 1990 In Tak Lee 

1978 Jong In Ma 1991 Ki ChoonKim 

1979 HyunTaeKim 1992 Dal Kyu Park 

1980 Deok Seon Lee 1995 Kyung Jun Son 

1981 In Tak Lee 1996 Gap Jin Chung 

1982 Seong Nam Chun 1999 Kil Jong Kang 

1984 Myung Kil Kim 2001 DalKyuPark 

1986 Byung Chil Park 2005 Kyu Yong Choi 

Andrew Kim House 
While construction for church facilities was in process it was decided to build the apartments (Andrew Kim House) 

on the church property for the elderly with grants in the amount of $6,240,000 from HUD, a government agency. 

The construction of the apartments for 76 families was completed in 2002. This project was for the welfare of older 

people in response to the growing number of elderly Koreans. It was the first case of obtaining government grants 

and the project was timely and praised highly by the Korean church community as well as the Korean community. 

Korean Catholic Federal Credit Union 
The Korean Catholic Federal Credit Union was established with the approval of the Federal Credit Union 

Commission on February 27, 1977. It is the first and only credit union in the Korean community in the Washington 

area. As of the end of 2004, it has about 500 members with total assets of$2.5 million. It provides services for loans, 

savings, and transferring funds. 

Saint Andrew Kim Catholic Korean School 
The Saint Andrew Kim Catholic Korean School was established on September 17, 1978 to teach the Korean 

language, history and culture for students to have a Korean identity. The school has classes on Saturday each week. 

The high quality of the education and teachers is recognized. The school is one of the best Korean schools in the area. 

Saint Andrew Kim Senior Academy 
The Saint Andrew Kim Senior Academy was established by Father Cheol Ho Lee on March 3, 1994. The academy 

has classes on Wednesday each week. It has various programs including a class to prepare for the U.S. citizenship 

test, an English class, a music class, an athletic class, and other classes. 

Saint Paul Chung Catholic Church 
The Saint Paul Chung Catholic Church is located at 4721 Rippling Pond Drive, Fairfax, Virginia. It is the largest 

Catholic Church in the Washington area and the only Korean Catholic church in Virginia. It has over 5,000 members. 

Its various church activities greatly influence the Korean community in this area. The church was approved as a 

Parish from Arlington Parish. It is considered the model church of minority group churches in the Arlington Parish. 

It is recognized in Korea as one of the most active Korean churches overseas. 

The Saint Paul Chung Catholic Church traces its beginning to the earliest history of the Korean Catholic church 

in the Washington area, about 30 years ago. The Korean Catholic group, formed in the early 1970s, established the 
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Korean Catholic church in the area. Korean Catholic families residing in Virginia wanted to spin off from the Saint 

Andrew Kirn Catholic Church in Maryland because of the long distance from home to the church. The increasing 

number of members led them to divide the congregation as well. They requested that Arlington Parish establish a 

Korean Catholic church in Virginia. With the approval of Arlington Parish the first Korean Catholic church was 

established on September 26, 1985. On October 5, 1986, about 1,000 members of the congregation separated from 

the Saint Andrew Kirn Catholic Church. The patron saint of the new church is St. Paul Chung Hasang. The first 

mass was held at St. Bernadette, an American Catholic church, by Father Simon Yong Suk Park who came from 

Won ju Parish in Korea. The number of members increased rapidly as the Koreans who went American churches for 

masses joined here instead. The new congregation rented American churches for masses and had to move from one 
church to another several times. They wished most of all to have their own church facilities. 

With the construction of church facilities thanks to the dedicated efforts and sacrifices of the whole congregation, 
the church built the needed facilities and moved into them on October 22, 1995. It took eight years and seven months 

from the start of the movement toward construction to occupying the space. When the church was established it 

had about 1,100 members and at the end of2004 it had about 5,700 members and the number of church members 

continues to grow every year. In response to the increased numbers Korea sent more priests to this church. It is 
currently in the process of constructing 'Hasang Hall,' a multi-purposes building. Since its foundation the small 

congregation has became large and the thirteen regions were expanded to about 50 regions. It is working toward 

becoming a mega church. 

According to church regulations the church belongs to the American Catholic church, but the priests are from 
Korea. The priests who served for this church are: 

1. Simon Yong Sik Park 

4. Francisco Soon Shin Park 

The assistant priests are: 

2. Stephan Seong Hoon Kirn 
5. Thaddeus Yong Seong Kirn 

1. Shin Cheon (Immanuel) Park 2. Gregory Young Kyun Choi 

3. Simon Hyun Man Shin 

3. Thomas Woo Sik Shin 

The church has shown great concerns over the problems in Korea and within the Korean community in this area 

since its establishment. It has also shown that it never avoids dealing with those problems. The church immediately 

sends the funds donated by the church members to Koreans affected by natural disasters like floods and droughts. In 
addition they extend their love through special prayers. 

In April 1992, when the black riots occurred in Los Angeles, the church raised funds to assist Koreans affected 

by the rioting. It participates in the fund raising activities and in collecting clothes for poor North Koreans without 

regard to their ideology or political system. In 1995 the representatives of the North Korean Catholic Church visited 

the church here to express their gratitude for such support. 

The church takes a courageous stand against political or social problems such as the violation of human rights or 

abortion, influencing the Korean community. The early church members demonstrated in front of the White House 

against the violation of human rights by the military dictatorship in Korea in the early 1980s. They appealed to the 

U.S. government, which had been blindly supporting the military dictatorship in Korea, for better understanding of 

the situation. The church has paid constant attention to the future of Korean churches overseas and to the future 
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of Korean immigrants through lectures, seminars or special events. The data and reports obtained from them have 
become good resource material not only for the church but also for the Korean community. In 1994 a committee for 
future ministry was formed to work toward a long-term Korean American vision of reviewing the challenges faced 
by immigrant churches and the Korean community. 

The church held a seminar with the theme of, 'Our children for future leaders,' and the speakers were Korean 
professionals in various fields. Hasang Korean School is known as one of the best schools in the area. It is not 
unusual for the church representatives to win top place in youth competitions or events. 

The Saint Paul Chung Catholic Church is growing constantly, helping Korean descendants keep their identity 
and remain connected to the heritage of a proud Korean Catholic church as reflected by the words, 'This church is 
dedicated to our descendants, missing the motherland,' engraved in the cornerstone placed when the church was 
built. 

Permanent Diaconate 
The permanent diaconate is a lifetime position of serving the church. It is not the position for anyone who wants to 

become a priest in the future. In early churches this position was important and it was revived in the second Vatican 
Council. This position is ordained after the individual has finished three years of theology education. The bishop 
or priest in the region appoint the permanent diaconate for various duties such as performing the Holy Eucharist, 
delivering Holy Eucharist to the sick, scripture readings, teaching, assisting administration, marriage ceremonies, 
and funeral services. An unmarried individual over 25 years old can be ordained as a permanent diaconate. Once 
he is ordained as a permanent diaconate he should remain unmarried. A married man over 35 years of age can be 
ordained as a permanent diaconate if his wife consents. 

The Washington Parish has four active permanent diaconates; Jacob Ji Hyun Yoon, Pascal Seong Won Hong, 
Michael Ji Won Eom and Augustin Chang Seop Choi. Northern Virginia Arlington Parish has Paul Hyo Joon Lee 
as the permanent diaconate. 

Korean Common Group 
In addition to Saint Andrew Kim Catholic Church and Saint Paul Chung Catholic Church, a Korean common group 

church, 'Graceful Holy Mother ' was established in Potomac, Maryland. A Korean assistant priest holds masses in 
Korean there. 

Little Sisters of the Holy Family 
Cardinal Hickey of the Washington Archdiocese approved the establishment of the Little Sisters of the Holy 

Family as the first immigrant sister organization on August 15, 1996. So far it has produced six sisters. There are six 
others in training to become sisters. Little Sisters operates a nursing home, taking care of sick elderly people. It has 
programs for youth education, youth guidance, and counseling at a retreat with joint missions from several Catholic 
churches. Sister Domina Song Hee Shon has been the director of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family. 

'Korean Catholic Day' to commemorate the centennial year of immigration 
On June 19, 2003, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Meeting declared that September 21 would be 

observed as Korean Catholic Day to commemorate the centennial year of Korean immigration. This is also the date 
to celebrate Korean martyrs. On this day approximately 3,000 Catholic believers across America attended the mass 
celebrating the Korean Catholic Day at the National Shrine of Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 
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The mass was held by Cardinal Mc Carrick, Archbishop of the Washington Archdiocese, Archbishop Jang Moo 

Choi of the Korean American Bishop Council, Most Reverend Thomas Wenski of USCCB, Episcopal Advisor for 

Korean Catholic Ministry in the U.S., Bishop Woo I1 Kang of the Korean Bishop Council, Father Duk Hyo Lee of 

the North American Korean Ministry, Father Chan I1 Lee of Saint Andrew Kim Catholic Church and about 30 other 

priests. The mass was held with the spiritual body of Saint Andrew Dae Keon Kim, the first Korean priest who was 

martyred. 

The main theme was, "Whatever He says to you, do it." As in Chapter 2, verse 5 of The Book of John, the event 

was held to prepare for the next century while commemorating the centennial year of Korean immigration. The 

event was a meaningful one for the Korean community. It was an event for Korean Catholic believers and the 

Korean community to grow spiritually and advance as a rich cultural race. 

3) Episcopal Church 

Saint Holy Cross Korean Episcopal Church 
The Saint Holy Cross Korean Episcopal Church (formerly Washington Korean Episcopal Church) was established 

in Arlington, Vrrginia by Reverend Polly on January 29, 1984. The first mass was held at 4000 Locus Lane, Arlington, 

Virginia. After Reverend Polly returned to Korea, Reverends Dae Yong Lee, John Whim, Choong Nam Hong and 

Randolph Brag worked part-time or full time to hold masses. Since 1992 Reverend Valentine Seong Kyu Han works 

as the full time minister. 

4) The Seventh-Day Adventist Church 

History of Korean Seventh-Day Adventists in Washington DC, Maryland, Virginia Area 

Seventh-day Adventist Church, born after and as a result of a huge Advent movement in 1840s and organized in 

1863, has its headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland. Adventist message first entered Korea in 1904. 

Washington Church 
Korean Adventist immigrants, mostly students, living in DC area began to worship in a classroom of Columba 

Union College. First leader was Mr. Kyung Sik Kim (known as Dr. Kirn). In 1970 Elder(Rev) Sun Uk Kirn served 

as the first pastor, and in 1973 it was organized as a church with 81 members. Younglin Lee(1979), Choon Taek 

Im(1984), Won Tae Kirn(1991), Hyunjun Kim(1994), and Oh Young Kwon(1997) served as pastors consecutively. 

In 1999 it merged with Spencerville Korean Church. 

Spencerville Church 
In 1977 a group from Washington Church began to worship separately. Pastor Sang Kyu Joo in charge ofBaltimore 

Korean Church led the worship services for this new group. In the same year the church was organized with 63 

members and 30 people wanting to join the church. Elder(Rev) Suk Bae Kang came to serve as pastor. Pastor Sung 

Hyun Um joined the church as youth pastor (1985). Rev. Wan Joo Yang (1987), Dong Chun Shin (1991), Youth 

Pastor Sung Koo Park (1991), Youth Pastor David Kim(1~92), Hyung Man Huh (1998), Youth Pastor Jonathan Park 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 119 



(1999) came to serve the church. In 1999 it merged with the Washington Church. 

Washington-Spencerville Church 
Washington Church and Spencerville Church merged together in 1999, and named itself Washington-Spencerville 

Korean Church. Elders Hyung Man Huh (Senior Pastor), Oh Young Kwon (Associate Pastor), and Jonathan Park 

served the church collaboratively. After Pastor Huh retired Elder Kwon became the senior pastor. At the end of2002 

Elder Hyun Seok Doh, PhD, became the senior pastor of the church. Every Sabbath(Saturday) about 160 members 

gather to worship. In the afternoons about 70 English speaking Koreans worship under Pastor Jonathan Park. This 

church is deeply interested in the well being of the Korean immigrants in the area. The church emphasizes the 

correlation between religion and life in the society. It shows better ways ofliving by presenting messages of end-time 

prophecies, health promotion programs, and social services. 

Baltimore Church 
Baltimore Korean Church began in 1967 as a small group. Pastor Sang Kyu Joo came to serve as pastor in 197 4, and 

named the group Baltimore Church. Elders Byung Suh Cho (1983), Kang Soo Lee (1990), Choong Hwan Oh(1998) 

served consecutively. From 2002 Miho Lim served as Senior Pastor. Soon Chan Im served as youth pastor. 

Virginia Church 
In 1981 Pastor Jong Pil Kim planted a church in Virginia. Elders Nam Suk Jung (1993), Won Hoi Koo (1995) 

served as pastors. Youth Pastor Seung Kyu Shin(2001), and Elder Heung Suk Park (2003) as senior Pastor served 

the church. 

Richmond Church 
In 1992 a group began to meet in Mr. Man Suk Lee's home. In 1994 Soon Suk Bae came to serve as pastor, and in 

1995 KyoshinAhn became the pastor, and Ji Yong Park came in 2001 to serve as pastor. About 70 people worship 

every Sabbath. 

Maryland Central Church 
On February 17, 1990 six families began to worship in a classroom ofTwinbrook Elementary School. On April 

17, 1991 the church was organized with 30 members, and named Maryland Central Church in on July 27. The 

Conference endorsed the service of Pastor Soon Keun Oh in January 1992. The church had Jihwan Moon and Sang 

Woo Kim as youth pastors. In August 1995 Pastor Tong Ryun Choi came to serve, and in 1999 Pastor Myung Soo 

Cho came to serve, and Seung Hwan Kirn as youth pastor. 

Nova Church 
Pastor Won Roi Koo began to worship with a small group in Thomas Jefferson High School. Each sabbath about 

40 members worship their Creator and Savior. 

5) Buddhists 

The Korea Temple 
Monk Ko Seong Shin graduated from Dong Gook University and decided to teach Buddhism in America. He came 

to the United States in May 1970 and started teaching Buddhism in the basement of a McLean home. 
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In 1977 the first Korean Buddhist temple, Bui Guk Sa, opened on 16th Street, Washington, D.C. Bui Guk Sa later 

moved to its current location at 16815 Germantown Road, Germantown, Maryland and changed its name to Han 

Guk Sa, the Korea Temple. It acquired 12 acres near Maryland State Park and obtained permission to build a temple 

and American Zen College. Monk Ko Sung established the first Buddhist temple in the Washington area. He also 

teaches Buddhism at U.M.C. 

Bub Ju Sa 
Monk Jae Won Chang established Sung Bui Sa and Hae In Sa in Howard County, Maryland, in the early 1980s. He 

established Bub Ju Sa at 17001 Woodale Drive, Silver Spring, Maryland, in 1984, acquiring a home on two acres. 

The temple later acquired an additional ten acres. It planned to construct a new temple on New Hampshire Avenue, 

Maryland and complete the construction by December 1994 but the temple 's financial situation changed and the 

temple was forced to sell everything in 2003. It moved to 10725 Golden Valley Lane, Brookeville, Maryland in 

November 2003 and currently holds Buddhist masses there. 

Bo Rim Sa (Korean Buddhism Jo Keh Jong) 
Bo Rim Sa is located in Virginia at 5300 Ox Road, Fairfax. Monk KyungAhm Kirn lived meagerly for about a year 

in an abandoned house in Baltimore, then in a leaky $150 per month apartment. In January 1984 MonkKyungAhm 

moved to the basement of a home in Alexandria owned by Bong Rae Suh, and had Buddhist masses there regularly 

for about seven months. In July 1984 Buddhist masses started in a rented building on 5 acres owned by Sang Oh 

Choi. The building at 8350 Alexandria, Virginia rented for $800 per month and about 100 families attended the 

masses. It registered as a religious organization with the government. In 1988 Monk Kyung Ahm had an exhibition 

at Bong Eun Sa in Seoul, Korea where he collected $100,000. The members of Bo Rim Sa donated an additional 

$20,000. A building was purchased for $311,000 on February 6, 1989, and masses moved to this location. In 1997 

it built a Buddhist temple, Chun Bui Jem, to enshrine Chun Bui. The temple cost $500,000. 

Starting in 1995 Bo Rim Sa has operated a branch school of Dae Won Buddhist College with Monk Kyung Ahm 

serving as president of the branch school. The school offers correspondence courses and students across the United 

States can study Buddhism and become Buddhist followers. In March 1990 Monk Kyung Ahm was appointed 

publisher of American Buddhist News Co., a branch office of the Buddhist News Co. in Korea. The newspapers 

are circulated throughout the U.S. and Canada. In 1994 it sponsored a special Buddhist mass for followers in the 

Washington area to celebrate life. Monk KyungAhm was chairman of this event and approximately 1,000 followers 

attended the mass. 

Bo Rim Sa sponsored concerts by the International Buddhist Choir in Canada, New York City, and Washington, 

D.C in July 1994. It invited Monk Chung Hwa Kang for a special mass in January 1994. It also invited Seo Ong 

Lee, Monk Jong Jeong, deceased, of Jo Keh Jong; Monk Jin Kyung Hwang, a former director of Jo Keh Jon; Monk 

Weol Joo Song, a former director of Jo Keh Jong; Weol Seo Kirn of Jo Keh Jong; Monk Cho Woo Chung of Tong Do 

Sa; Monk Seo Woon Kim, a former director of Jo Keh Jong; Sil Cho of Kang Hwa Jun Deung Sa; Monk Tae Hwa 

Park and his companions from the Committee of North Korean Buddhism. It works to promote Buddhism in the 

area and provides dedicated services. 

Bo Rim Sa provides programs to students of George Washington University, Maryland University, Georgetown 

University and George Mason University, who major in the science of religion to experience Korean Buddhism 

in the spring and fall semesters every year. About 300 students participate in these programs at Bo Rim Sa and 

Monk Kyung Ahrn teaches Zen meditation and Korean culture to the students. The professor for the programs is 
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Dr. Heaver, a professor of religion at George Washington University. He received Buddhist commandments from 

Monk Kyung Ahm in February 2005. Professor Rehphen, who is a lawyer and professor at Denver University's 

Comparative Religion Department, joined the priesthood of Kyung Ahrn and was given the name Monk Ga Yha. He 

teaches Zen meditation to over 100 American followers in Virginia, D.C, and Maryland at Bo Rim Sa on Saturday 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. once every two months. 

In the fall of 2002, Bo Rim Sa bought 130 acres and an additional 72 acres in West Virginia at the advice of Monk 

Hae In, a student of Monk Kyung Ahm. The 202 acres is about the size of 260,000 Pyungs in Korea. The land was 

designated as the site for the International Chong Rim of Korean Buddhism Jo Keh Jong. On January 1, 2004, 

Monk Kyung Ahm was appointed chairman of the trustees for this project. He announced plans for the International 

Chong Rim building, a Buddhism Temple of Zen, Yo Sa Che and other buildings on the 130 acres, and a Buddhist 

College building, museum, university building, and other buildings on the remaining 72 acres. The budget for this 

construction is $10 million. It applied to build a bridge, offices and parking lots for 1,000 cars. In 2004 the state 

approved the construction of the Information Center and parking lots. The budget for the construction of the bridge 

is $150,000. 

Gu Gok Sa (Korean Buddhism Bui Seung Jong) 
Gu Gok Sa, located at 4478 Free State Road, Marshall, Virginia was established by Monk Myul Jin in Annandale, 

Virginia on September 10, 1992. It belongs to Great Monk Sul Song as the founder. It moved to Potomac, Maryland 

in 1997 and moved again to the current address in November 2000. Gu Gok Sa had three special Buddhist masses 

given by Great Monk Sul Song. 

Han Maum Zen Center (Korean Buddhist Jo Khe Jong) 
Han Maum Zen Center was founded by Monk Dae Haeng in November 1994. At the time of its founding Monk 

Heh Yang was the director. In 1998 Monk Dae Haeng held a Buddhist mass at the Cultural Center of Northern 

Virginia Community College with about 300 individuals attending the mass. The center leads people to understand 

the origin of peaceful minds. 

Seh Keh Sa - Dae Duk Sa 
Potomac Zen Sangha is located at 1014 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia, and Baltimore Zen Center is located at 

913 Reece Road, Severn, Maryland. Monk Bo Hwa served as the Monk for Washington Bub Ju Sa before 1998. He 

founded She Keh Sa, Zen Center, in Old Town, Virginia in 1998 and became the director of the center. He acquired 

Dae Duk Sa in Baltimore and became the Monk of Dae Duk Sa. He has been on the Fairfax County Public Channel 

TV teaching Buddhist principles in English three times a week. He also delivers lectures on Buddhism in various 

universities and high schools. 

Washington Buddhist Temple of Jingak 
Washington Buddhist Temple of Jingak was established at 2516 Foxmill Road, Herndon, Virginia by In Duck Jung 

Sa on October 27, 1999. It moved to its current address, 20900 New Hampshire Avenue, Brookeville, Maryland, on 

October 3, 2002. 

Jung Toh Sa 
Jung Toh Sa is located at 12540 Falls Road, Potomac, Maryland. Jung Toh Sa was founded by a Monk of Jung 

Toh Sa in Jung Neung, Seoul, Korea, who visited the U.S. and founded Jung Toh Sa at a home located at 91010 Old 

Keene Mill Road, Springfield, Virginia on January 1, 2001. 
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6) Won Buddhism 

Won Buddhism of the U.S.A., Inc. 
Won Buddhism of the U.S.A., Inc. is located at 4253 Muncaster Mill Road, Rockville, Maryland. Master Young 

Bong Song of New Yark Seung Ta Won came to the D.C. area in 1980 and began to evangelize Won Buddhism at 
the home of a Korean family in Greenville, Maryland. Subsequently Reverend Sang Keun Park was appointed to 
work for Won Buddhism of the U.S.A., Inc. and it bought two acres in Rockville, Maryland. In 2000 it acquired an 
additional 8 acres ofland for temple facilities. 

Won Buddhism preaches clear and loving minds. In September 1996 Head Mastre Kwang Jeong Lee was invited 
here from Korea and he conducted a special Won Buddhism mass at Northern Virginia Community College. About 
300 followers attended the mass. Reverend Bong Won Suh, the OMD ofBo Hwa Dang, began to help Won Buddhism 
of the U.S.A., Inc. financially in 1998 while practicing oriental medicine. Currently Reverends Sang Keun Park, 
Bong Won Suh, and Sang Hyun Park are doing Buddhist mission work. 

7) Chundokyo 
Chundokyo is located at 8306 Nightingale Drive, Lanham, Maryland. This is a place for Chundokyo followers to 

have meetings and exchange information. It was started by Ji Hoon Yoo in 1979. According to Mr. Yoo, there is no 
regular meeting but the followers meet once or twice a month. 

5. Democracy Movement for the Motherland 

During the final years of the Syngman Rhee government and the early years of the Chung Hee Park regime there 
were occasional eruptions from the democracy movement for the motherland in the Washington area. The major 
movement against the military dictatorship started in 1969 when President Jung Hee Park amended the constitution 
to allow for a third term of his presidency and ended when President Young Sam Kim's civilian government was 
inaugurated in 1993. There was a quarter century of anti-military government activities. 

The Honam Friendship Association of Greater Washington became a democratic organization to support the 
Kwangju people who stood up against the military government. The democratic movement was fired up by the exile 
of Dae Jung Kim who was sentenced to death during the fifth republic government. The democracy movement is 
now considered the most precious contribution to Korea by the Korean immigrants to America. The conflict between 
the Korean Embassy and the Korean community in the area and the discords among Koreans were a reflection of the 
tension between the authoritarian regime in Korea and those who were against it. 

A visit to Washington, D.C. by President Young Sam Kim in 1993 was a symbol of the end of the unhappy history 
of Korea under military dictatorship and the beginning of the new era of democracy in Korea. 

Beginning of the Democratic Korea Movement 
Dissatisfaction with the Korean government by the Korean immigrants in the Washington area traces back to 

the time when Syngman Rhee became the first President of Republic of Korea in 1948. Yong Joong Kim began 
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publishing a monthly English newsletter in the spring of 1950, which was less than two years after the establishment 

of the Syngman Rhee government and just before the outbreak of the Korean War. The newsletter condemned 

the Korean government under Syngman Rhee's dictatorship and called for the unification of Korea. Kim was a 

nationalist who had disagreed with Syngman Rhee since the latter's exile days in Washington, D.C. When he found 

time he protested alone in front of the White House holding a picket sign. This was considered the beginning of the 

democracy movement. 

The April 19 student uprising in 1960 made Koreans in the area uneasy. The majority of Koreans at that time 

were the young elite students who passed the difficult exams given by the Korean government to study abroad 

and they were getting used to American democracy. They were shocked to hear that the students in Korea rose in 

revolt against the government and that several hundred of them had been killed. About twenty to thirty students had 

meetings over a period of two nights to discuss what they should do about the student uprising in the motherland. 

They finally decided to visit Korean Ambassador Yoo Chan Yang. About ten students were supposed to visit the 

Embassy but only three, Seok Hee Lee, Hong Kyu Lee and Jeong Shin, appeared at the Embassy the next day. It 

was speculated that other students failed to show up because they were afraid of the possible repercussions, such 

as denying an extension of their student visa. At the Embassy Seok Hee Lee strongly demanded the resignation 

of Ambassador Yang from his position as soon as he saw the Ambassador. He spoke in English, not Korean, on 

purpose. Surprisingly, the Ambassador called his secretary and dictated his resignation letter without any hesitation. 

Ambassador Yang, who was also an American physician, was popular among the Korean students. Seok Hee Lee 

recalled that the Ambassador was already contemplating resigning from his position upon hearing the April 19 news 

from Seoul. 

American reporters were downstairs in the Embassy at thet time. Seok Hee Lee told them, "Ambassador Yoo Chan 

Yang has submitted his resignation letter." This was reported in the news papers. The news of President Syngman 

Rhee's resignation reached Washington a week later. The vacant position of Ambassador was filled by Minister Pyo 

Wook Han, who became the acting Ambassador. Prior to this Secretary of State Christian Herter called Ambassador 

Yang and expressed the official position of the U.S. government, which was that the U.S. believed the upheaval 

against the March presidential election and consequent opposition reflected the discontent of the Korean people. 

This call showed that the U.S. was on the side of the democratic movement against Rhee. 

Syngman Rhee resigned the presidency and went into exile in Hawaii. Under John Chang's government Yi Wook 

Chang, who was a leader of Heung Sa Dan, was appointed as the Korean Ambassador to the U.S. The Koreans who 

were against Syngman Rhee's dictatorship were especially happy about the change. Many Koreans were satisfied 

with the change in government to one that nurtured democracy. Yong Joong Kirn, who had demonstrated against the 

Syngman Rhee government, visited the Korean Embassy often. 

The contentment, did not last long. The May 16 military coup a year later shocked many Koreans. While Syngman 

Rhee was well known to all Koreans, Major General Chung Hee Park, who led the coup, was unknown to them 

then. There were also speculations that General Park was pro-communist. The Koreans in the U.S. were in a state 

of confusion and were very nervous about the situation. The Koreans who were against Syngman Rhee, despite the 

fact that his government was anti-communist during the first republic, could not be calmed down by the military 

government which used force to shut down Chang's democratic government. Many Koreans, especially students, 

resented this and were strongly against the new military regime. 

In the spring of 1960, before the second anniversary of the military coup, General Chung Hee Park ran for the 

presidency, defying his revolution promise not to run for it. There were many protests in front of the White House to 
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demonstrate that Koreans were against military leader Jung Hee Park. In 1963 about ten students, including Kwang 

Nyeon Han, Hong Rak Kim, Won Mo Dong, and Chang Hyun Cho, protested in front of the White House against the 

continuation of the military government in Korea and distributed public statements they had prepared for reporters. 

Those who were in political exile including former politicians Cheol Seung Lee, 11 Dong Yang, Byung Hyun 

Shin, retired generals Kyung Rok Choi and Moon Bong Kang, former Ambassador to Germany Kyu Hong Chun, 

Walter K. Park and many other Koreans gathered in front of the White House with an English placards saying, 

"Military Should Return to Their Barracks," and "Koreans are against the Military Dictatorship." They tried to 

draw international attention to the situation. After the demonstration they visited the Korean Embassy and asked 

Ambassador 11 Kwon Chung to deliver their message to the Korean government. 

Proliferation of Democracy Movement 

Against the Constitutional Amendment for the Third Term 
In the summer of 1969 when the military men played absolute roles in politics in Korea, the efforts of Jung Hee 

Park's regime to amend the Constitution to allow a third term caused wild demonstrations in Korea. The heat of the 

discontent in Korea spread to the students in the Washington area as well. 

Byoung Hwan Yoo recalled that after he became the fourteenth president of the Korean Students Association 

in January 1969, he was frequently invited to the Korean Embassy. Sang Ho Lee, the Intelligence Minister, and 

Seong Ik Kang, the Education Attache, were friendly to him. He was even invited to the house of Minister Lee. 

The Washington Korean Students Association received $100 per month from the Embassy. There were about 200 

students from Korea then. The University of Maryland had about fifty, which was the largest number among the six 

colleges and universities in the Washington area. 

In June 1969 Byoung Hwan Yoo received an invitation to visit Korea by the Education Minister Jong Cheol Hong 
through Seong 1k Kang, the Education Attache in the Embassy. The temptation of a fully-paid round trip was great 

but he realized that he was being used politically to support the change in the Constitution to allow President Park a 

third term. Se Eung Oh, Director of the Korean Association of Greater Washington, Young C. Kim Political Science 

Professor of George Washington University, and Professor Ho Kil Kirn of the University of Maryland had already 

left for Korea at the invitation of Korean government. 

Byoung Hwan Yoo, who had read an article with a picture of one of Ewha Women's University students beaten 

up by police in the Washington Post decided that he, as president of the Washington Korean Students Association, 

must not be tempted to visit Korea to support the Korean dictatorial government and so he gave up the chance to go 

to Korea. 

Student Demonstration Threatened 
Byung Hwan Yoo discussed the situation with Jae Kon Koh, director of the Korean Association of Greater 

Washington, and many students joined him. When the Korean Embassy learned this the Intelligence Minister Sang 

Ho Lee classified Yoo as a "communist" and intimated that students should only study and not to get involved with 

politics. The Korean Students Association held a meeting on June 9 at the University of Maryland and Byung Hwan 

Yoo asked for police protection to attend the meeting. This indicated how powerful the Korean Intelligence Agency 

was. There were eighteen people on the Korean Embassy staff at the meeting, including Dong Huei Kirn, Kwang 
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Soo Choi, the Naval Attache, and the Education Attache, putting invisible pressure on the students. 

Tae Heung Kim, Ho Young Lee, Hyung 11 Kim and others attended the meeting and the Korean Students 
Association adopted a unanimous resolution to stand up against a Constitutional amendment allowing a third term of 
the presidency. Tae Heung Kim relayed the news to Dong A Ilbo correspondent Cheol Soo Jin, who was visiting the 
headquarters of the Canadian Space Institute. The Dong A Ilbo Daily newspaper in Korea reported that, 'Koreans 
overseas are discontented with the Constitutional amendment for the third term.' In addition to students, the meeting 
was attended by Kwang Seo Kim, a professor at George Washington University, Ki Heung Yoo, Joon Young Chung, 
Jae Kon Koh and others. Eun Sook Kang translated the resolution against the amendment of Constitution and sent 
it President Richard M. Nixon. 

As the Korean students in the Washington area took their position against the Constitutional amendment, Korean 
professors and Korean people in the U.S. became influenced by this and together they issued a warning statement to 
the Korean government on July 11. It stated that 'President Jung Hee Park should declare to the people of Korea that 
he does not have any intention to amend the Constitution for a third term clearly and quickly.' That was the wish of 
Koreans in the U.S. 

On July 25, Sook Han, the Public Information officer at the Korean Embassy, released the news that the Korean 
government had made the decision to put the Constitutional issue before a referendum. The Koreans in the area 
formed the Korean Fighting Committee against the constitutional amendment for a third term and elected Professor 
Kwang Seo Kim of George Washington University as its chairman. The committee adopted the resolution: 'It is 
against our conscience to be indifferent or to be mere spectators or to be apprehensive of the truth on the fate of our 
motherland.' The Koreans in the U.S. were firm in their conviction to fight hard against the authoritarian Korean 
government. 

The committee issued another statement three days later. This statement said, 'The Koreans in the U.S. strongly 
believe that President Park's mission is not to change the Constitution but to let Koreans elect their president through 
a fair election and establish the foundation for Korean democracy." They began to collect signatures and funds from 
Koreans in the U.S. The committee rented a post office box in Washington, D.C. and appealed for support from all 
Koreans by August 15, which was only two weeks away. 

The response from Koreans, especially students, was surprisingly positive. Just a week later on August 8 a second 
statement was issued from the committee. It indicated that 162 signatures had been collected, including Kwang Seo 
Kim, Daniel Kim, Kwang Wook Roh, Ki Hong Yoo, and Jong Keon Yoon. The statement, which was typed using a 
Korean typewriter, stressed the importance of the letter-writing campaign along with the signatures. It requested that 
'during the month of August everyone should send a letter to President Park and the members of the Korean National 
Assembly expressing his or her opinion against the amendment to the Constitution.' 

The committee against the Constitutional amendment planned to organize a demonstration at DuPont Circle (the 
intersection of Connecticut Avenue and Massachusetts Avenue) in Washington, D.C., at 10:30 a.m. on August 18, 
1969. The reason this date was chosen was because President Park was scheduled to meet President Nixon in San 
Francisco on the 22nd and 23rd of August and it was imperative to hold a demonstration before the summit meeting, 
hopefully stopping it and the Constitutional change. There were rules for demonstrating in Washington, D.C. and 
the committee had to wait for two weeks after turning in the petition to carry out its scheduled demonstration. The 
date was set even though it was a Monday. The committee worried about how many would join the demonstration 
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on a Monday but there were people who flew from Texas and New York City to join the protest. The number of 

participants was greater than expected and about 50 Koreans including Kwang Wook Roh, Ki Hong Yoo, Kwang 

Seo Kim, and Jae Kon Koh marched to the Korean Embassy to deliver the resolution before continuing to march to 

the White House. 

This demonstration symbolized the beginning of a twenty-year long struggle in the Washington area for Korean 

democracy until Young Sam Kim's civilian government began 1993. The committee sent a resolution signed by 

Kwang Seo Kim and 217 others to President Nixon stating ' ... the summit meeting to be held in San Francisco cannot 

be used to support President Park's intention to amend the Constitution in order to stay in power. We strongly believe 

that a free and democratic Korean government is absolutely important to the U.S.' A picture of Kwang I1 Baek, a 

student at the time, was taken at the demonstration. It was said that he was reprimanded by Assemblyman Nam Eok 

Baek, who held a high-level position in the ruling party. Baek was a relative of the assemblyman. 

Jin Hwan Noh's Statement Supporting the Constitutional Agreement 
The day after the first Democracy Movement demonstration in the U.S., many newspapers in Seoul carried an 

advertisement supporting the amendment, which surprised Koreans in the Washington area. In Washington, D.C., 

where the headquarters of the Democracy Movement in America was located, Jin Hwan Noh put the advertisement 

in Dong A Ilbo, Cho Sun Ilbo, and Han Kook Ilbo, among other leading newspapers, under the title 'In Support 

of President Jung Hee Park's Statement on July 25.' The advertisement started out as 'Brothers and Sisters in the 

Motherland! In view of President Park's statement based on nationalistic conscience and timeliness, the Constitutional 

amendment was long overdue. I would like express my strong support for the amendment as a Korean overseas.' He 

identified himself as the president of the Korean Association of Greater Washington. 

The Korean Students Association had already passed a resolution against the Constitutional amendment. It had 

been only a month ago since the Korean Fighting Committee had been formed and all Koreans in the Washington 

area were united in their fight against the constitutional amendment. That the advertisement took exactly the opposite 

position angered Koreans in the area. Noh, the eleventh president of the Korean Association of Greater Washington, 

went to San Francisco in order to welcome President Park. It was reported by Korean newspapers that the presidents 

of Korean associations in major cities came to San Francisco airport armed with welcome placards and pictures of 

President Park. 

The Korean community was deeply disappointed with Noh, who they felt had betrayed the Koreans in the Washington 

area. There was an immediate move to impeach the president of the Korean Association of Greater Washington and 

seventy association members signed a petition almost immediately calling for a special meeting to discuss the matter. 

This move was relayed to Noh, who had just returned to Washington, D.C. Since the president normally calls a 

special meeting and the meeting was to impeach him, th'.e meeting was called instead by the members who signed the 

petition. On August 27, 1969, a special meeting was called to impeach the president of the association and notices 

were delivered to the association members. 

The notice to call the meeting stated, 'Jin Hwan Noh openly supported President Park's Constitutional amendment 

without any discussion with the leaders of the association. He acted by himself but he signed the statement as the 

president of the association, implying that it was the opinion of the association.' Therefore, the agenda will be to hear 

the reasons to place such a notice and to impeach Noh on August 20 at 8 p.m. in the auditorium at 7750 Sixteenth 

Street, N.W. Washington, D.C.' 
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Noh insisted that the advertisement was 'one of the political gestures' and the funds were supplied by Seoul. He 

added, 'Who in the world would use his own money for political activities?' He wrote letters to Korean association 

members saying that he did nothing wrong and also claimed that the proposed meeting was illegal since he would 

not preside, although he had said, 'he would accept the decision of the meeting,' and recognized the validity of the 

call for the meeting signed by seventy members. 

Noh did not come to the meeting. He said that he did not want to approach the fire when he held a gasoline bottle 

in his hands. However he finally agreed to accept the outcome of the meeting. The temporary general meeting was 

held and it moved swiftly to impeach the president unanimously. An advertisement was placed under the name of the 

Korean Association of Greater Washington which said, 'The Korean Association stands against the Constitutional 

amendment and nullifies Noh's statement.' The association, which impeached the president, decided to carry on for 

the rest of the term under the direction of the board of directors of the association. 

The impeached Jin Hwan Noh threatened to form a separate association but he later backed down. He returned 

to Korea because President Park promised to give him a proportion representation seat in the Korean National 

Assembly. The so-called 'Jin Hwan Noh Incident' was the beginning of the pro-Korean government movement. 

After this incident, the competition for the presidency of the Korean Association was popular and intense. It was the 

beginning of efforts by the Korean government to control Koreans overseas. At the same time, it was the start of two 

opposing government groups among Koreans in the area that affected the election for the president of the Korean 

Association. The Free Republic weekly newspaper, published in 1971 by Seong Nam Chang, Young Chae Kang and 

Dae Sik Shin, served as the democracy movement base in the area. 

The Struggle against the Yusin 
The National Assembly passed the bill amending the Constitution at a meeting in an annex of the assembly. 

President Jung Hee Park won a third-term to the presidency and won the presidential election on April 27, 1971, 

against Dae Jung Kim. President Park again released a special statement on October 17, 1972, only one year and 

halflater, declaring a Yushin (revitalizing reform). 

Only a few days after Park's declaration of the Yusin, a 'Rally to Keep the Democracy' was organized in the 

Washington area under the leadership of Ung Soo Kim. Kim was a professor of Economics at Catholic University. 

He had been a Major General serving as Sixth Army Corp Commander in the Korean Army when Park launched the 

military coup d'etat. Since he did not support the coup, unlike other generals he was exiled to the U.S. He started 

graduate studies toward a doctoral degree and became a professor. He was well known in the Korean community. 

The announcement of the rally began, 'Democracy in Korea has deteriorated due to the declaration of the Emergency 

Martial Law by Chung Hee Park on October 17, 1972. The constitution was killed and the Congress dissipated. 

Gates to colleges and universities were shut, freedom of speech was strangled, and freedom of assembly and freedom 

of political movement was destroyed. This sudden action will cause a complete deterioration of Korean democracy 

which has continued since the day of liberation on August 15, 1945. The motherland has become the stage for a 

one-person dictatorship.' 

The demonstration was held as planned at DuPont Circle in Washington, D.C. on November 5 at 4 p.m. This was the 

first demonstration after Yusin in either Korea or overseas. A resolution was adopted for an immediate nullification 

of emergency martial law and the amended Constitution that allowed for a lifetime president. The resolution also 

called for the restoration of the Constitutional government and no retaliation, either direct or indirect, against families 
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of demonstrators in Korea. The Washington Post reported that there were about 450 Koreans gathered for the 

demonstration and that the demonstrators delivered the resolution to the Korean Embassy. The Post also reported 

that Sang Don Kim, former mayor of Seoul, Channing Lim, former ambassador to the U.N., and Kyu Hong Chun, a 

former ambassador to Germany were among the participants for the rally. 

In addition to the above mentioned individuals, Young Chae Kang, Theodore U.C. Kim, Seong Nam Chang, Ki 

Yong Chung, Seong Ho Lee, Keun Pal Lee, Jae Kon Koh, Sae Kon Koh, Byung Kook Ahn and others were at the 

rally and marched, shouting 'Down with the Yusin government!' Some people were wearing masks because they 

were afraid a picture of them might be taken that could cause them to be caught by the Korean CIA when they 

returned to Korea. The rally was the largest, most powerful demonstration yet for Korean democracy and it was 

supported by a great majority of the Koreans in the area. 

About this time in the Washington area Korean students Han Seop Eom, Eui Kon Kohh, Dong Seong Ma, Hyun 

Deok Kim, and Tae 11 Bae organized themselves into the Korean students against the Yusin and they demonstrated at 

DuPont Circle in the fall of 1972. In 1973 Dong Seong Ma became the president of the Washington Korean Students 

Association. Ma and the students, including Hyung Ryun Chun and Moon Jhong Rhee who participated in the 

Democracy movement, continued to take the position against the Yusin. The Korean Students Association became 

an active advocate of Korean democracy. In commemoration of the Student uprising of April 19, 1960, they had a 

demonstration calling for restoration of democracy in Korea at DuPont Circle. They held a seminar for democracy 

at the University of Maryland's Student Union. The theme was 'April 19 Student Uprising and Students Abroad' 

and the guest speakers were professor Jeong Sik Lee of University of Pennsylvania and Suk Won Kang, a professor 

at Harvard University. They published the magazine, 'Torch,' in order to link students and public opinion. 

Kidnaping of Dae Jung Kim 
The leader of an opposition party, Dae Jung Kim, was traveling in Japan at the time of the announcement of the Yusin. 

He exiled to the U.S. and lodged a protest, opening an office in Washington, D.C. to run the democracy movement 

for Korea. In this way Washington D.C. became the center of the overseas democracy movements. On July 6, 1973, 

the Koreans in the Washington area held a meeting to promote 'Rapid Realization of Democratic Recovery of Korea' 

at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C. Dae Jung Kim became the chairman of the preparation committee. 

The preparatory directors, Byung Kook Ahn, Theodore U.C. Kim, Won Mo Dong, Kyu Hong Chun, Myung Sang 

Choi and Byung Kyu Im established a temporary office in Washington D.C. Their ultimate goal was to establish 

the headquarters in Seoul, Korea. They wanted to have temporary headquarters in Washington D.C. and expand 

the activities from the east coast to the west coast of the U.S. Their plan also was to cover Canada, Japan and other 

countries to have all Koreans around the world join the movement. The most active organizer was Seong Ho Lee, 

brother-in-law of Dae Jung Kim and a resident of this area. 

Dr. Jae Hyun Lee, the Public Information Officer for the Korean Embassy, announced his desire for political exile 

in this country at the meeting and received loud applause from those in attendance. After the meeting Dae Jung Kim 

went back to Japan. He was kidnapped at a hotel in Tokyo on August 8 and forced to return to his home in Korea 

five days later. The kidnapping and Yusin drew the world's attention. 

Both American and Japanese media covered the kidnapping incident closely. The New York Times reported on 

August 16 that the Korean CIA agent Hong Tae Choi and the Second Secretary Jeong 11 Park left for Asia on August 

9 and August 10, respectively, which was about the same time Dae Jung Kim left the U.S. for Japan. Sang Ho Lee 

(his real name is Doo Won Yang), the top officer of Korean Intelligence U.S. Operations, went back to Korea on July 
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27 which was twelve days before the abduction of Dae Jung Kim. In addition, the Korean Intelligence officers in 

New York also disappeared around the time of kidnapping, which clearly indicated the involvement of the Korean 

CIA in the kidnapping. 

The newly-organized committee had just lost its leader, Dae Jung Kim. It elected Byung Kook Ahn as chairman 

of the committee for the Protection of Dae Jung Kim. The first demonstration to use cars was held on August 17 at 

the Meridian Hill Park with about 200 Koreans attending, protesting the abduction of Dae Jung Kim. About 100 cars 

displaying "Down with the Park Regime!" and "Deport the Korean Intelligence Personnel," parading down 16th 

Street with the headlights on past the White House, down 17th Street, Massachusetts Avenue to the Korean Embassy 

was enough to catch the interest of the Americans. 

Byung Kyu Im and Seok Nam Choi, from New York City, and Jang Oh Kim, from Boston, attended this 

demonstration. After the demonstration the preparatory committee members gathered at the temporary office in 

Washington, D.C. to pass the committee charter. They elected Dae Jung Kim as chairman, Byung Kook Ahn as first 

vice chairman, and Jae Hyun Lee and Won Mo Dong as vice chairmen. Byung Kook Ahn went to Japan and met 

with Japanese politicians, religious leaders, and Koreans residing in Japan to get a firm commitment that they would 

aid in the rescue of Dae Jung Kim. 

The abduction of Dae Jung Kim was a threat against the overseas democracy movement because the National 

Salvation Organization, which claimed to be the kidnappers, released a statement that said, "those who are against 

the motherland from overseas denounced the kidnapping of Dae Jung Kim and demanded the deportation of Korean 

intelligence officers assigned to the Korean Embassy from the U.S." After this the Korean immigrants and students 

alike paid more attention to the democratization of the motherland. 

Three days after the kidnapping of Dae Jung Kim, the welcoming dinner party for the Yusin constitutional delegates 

was held at the Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C. One of the delegates, Joon Kyu Park, wished good will for 

the dictatorship. Hyun Hwak Shin stressed an increased national income. At this event, Seong Nam Chang, Dae 

Sik Shin, Jae Kon Koh, Sae Kon Koh, Choon Pyo Eun, and others, attended and demanded " ... to know the truth 

behind the kidnapping of Dae Jung Kim, to be told the difference between Chung Hee Park's dictatorship and North 

Korean 11 Sung Kim's dictatorship, the liberation of churches from the government, and the deportation of Korean 

CIA personnel." The dinner party fell into disorder and Cheol Seung Lee, who came with delegates, had a difficult 

time passing through the anti-government people in the hallway. 

This was the first incident where high-level delegates from Korea clashed face to face with Koreans in Washington. 

After the incident confrontations between President Park's men and the anti-Park Korean community was the norm 

in this town whenever they visited Washington, D.C. From this point on the Korean Embassy was selective in 

inviting people in order to prevent that sort of incident. 

The Chung Hee Park regime with the Yusin Reform issued the Ninth Emergency Act in May 197 5 to effectively 

suppress people's expression of discontent and to control anti-government activities. The following year Dae Jung 

Kim and eighteen others, who had made a statement for the nation's democracy on March 1, were arrested in violation 

of the Ninth Emergency Act. Washington was sensitive to this news. The demonstration organization leased an 

hour on WHFS in Washington, D.C. to broadcast Voice of Hope every Sunday from 9 to 10 a.m. It broadcasted the 

translation of many American and Japanese newspaper articles on the Korean situation, which gained popularity 

among Koreans in Washington, D.C. Keun Pal Lee, and husband and wife Eung Tae Kim-Jae Jeong Lee were the 
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main forces behind the broadcast. This demonstration movement broadcast was initiated because Kwang Jae Lee's 

broadcast, on the same station from 10 to 11 a.m., was pro-government, which was unbearable to them. Because 

there were two different Korean programs on Sunday mornings, one could listen to the Korean anthem four times, 

during the 9 to 10 a.m. and during the 10 to 11 a.m. broadcast according to Eung Tae Kim. The Voice of Hope 

continued for fifteen months. 

Sae Kon Kor, who graduated with the fifteenth class of the Korean Military Academy, also played a major role in 

initiating the Korean Veterans Association of America for the Salvation of the Nation in New York. He sent letters 

continuously to U.S. Congressmen regarding human rights issues in Korea and asking that aid to dictator Chung 

Hee Park's government be stopped. In response to his efforts Senators John Glenn, Jessy Helms, Dennis Kucinich 

and Donald Fraser, the chairman of the House Committee on International Affairs, responded favorably toward the 
Democracy Movement. He also distributed news about the Korean situation in the U.S. which the media carried. 

October 26 Incident and the End of Yusin Reform 
On April 9, 1976, UPI (United Press International) reported that the Korean Foreign Minister Dong Jin Park had 

lunch with Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. UPI also reported around the world that when Dong Jin Park walked 

out of the State Department building with Undersecretary Philip Harbib, he was greeted with a demonstration by 

members of the Korean National Salvation Army, displaying "No Aid Without Human Rights," and "Down with the 

Murderer Park" on their placards. 

On September 9, 1976, about seventy Koreans from Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and New York City held a 

demonstration in front of the White House, the State Department and the Korean Embassy to demand the release of 
political prisoners in Korea. The demonstration continued daily from October 11 to 22, from 7 to 11 a.m. and from 4 

to 7 p.m. It was unique in that there were one or two Koreans accompanied by three or four Americans. At night there 

was a candlelight demonstration at Lafayette Park across from the White House. The Americans in the demonstration 

were Christians such as Reverend Edward White of the United Presbyterian of Washington. Many Christians in 

Korea were put in prison after the March 1 Independence Day incidents. The demonstrators held a service at the 

Ecumenical Church on October 24. The purpose of this demonstration was to let America know the situation in 

Korea and to denounce Korean intelligence activities in America and the violation of human rights in Korea. 

Many democratization organizations sprang up in the United States soon after Yusin was established. The 

central point was Washington, D.C. On January 1, 1977, the Speedy Democratization of Korea was absorbed by 

the Committee to Build a Democratic Society. Seong Nam Chang was elected chairman and Kwang Seo Kim, 
Kwang Hoon Kirn and Woo Jeong Joo became advisors. The committee resolved to promote the recovery of a 

Democratic Constitution and to stop America and Japan from providing aid to Korea's Park regime. On February 

26 a demonstration was held in front of the White House, the Korean Embassy and the Pilgrim Church, under the 

name of the United Efforts to Democratize Korea. People from Canada, New York City, Chicago and Philadelphia 

joined the demonstration. The next day Koreans and Americans held a service at the Galilee Church and went on to 

hold a candlelight march to the White House to demand the release of political prisoners in Korea. On March 1 they 

adopted the Korean Democracy Declaration. 

As the number of human rights violations in Korea increased and as the democratization movement intensified in 

Washington, D.C., the American media began to show interest in Korean affairs. The Washington Post on December 

25, 1975, printed an article titled, "To Write a Poem in South Korea," which said, 
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"In these days, South Korea is not the place to write a poem. Poets are restricted to writing poems only about the 

moon, the water, the snow and the trees. If the government decides that a poem is political, there will be trouble for 

the poet. Ji Ha Kim did not heed this advice continuously, and he is again put in jail." 

The American media used Ji Ha Kim's poem, Ojuksee (five thieves), which denounces the Korean government. On 

May 23, 1976, the Washington Post reported on "Korean CIA: as the power increased, the scare spread farther" to 

let the whole world know about infamous Korean CIA. The same article reported on overseas activity of the KCIA, 

such as the kidnapping of Dae Jung Kim and the story of retired Chief of Naval Operations Yong Woon Lee's family, 

who lived in Los Angeles and were threatened by KCIA agents in L.A. They were searching for whereabouts of 

Yong Woon Lee, who led the Democratization Movement. The article was accompanied by pictures of Dae Jung 

Kim, Yong Woon Lee, and then KCIA Chief Jik Soo Shin, former KCIA Chief Hyung Wook Kim, to warn about 

KCIA activity in America. 

The Park regime impeached the opposition party leader Young Sam Kim and Korea went into another period of 

chaos with Busan-Masan Uprising. Finally, news of the assassination of Chung Hee Park by his KCIA Chief Jae 

Kyu Kim came as quite a shock. The first news reached Washington on October 26, 1979, twelve hours after the 

incident via the NBC Nightly News at 6:30 p.m. David Brinkly, an NBC anchorman, announced, 

" .. . there was a military coup in Korea and President Chung Hee Park was forced to step down. There was rumor 

of an assassination, but it is not confirmed. The spokesman for the Korean government said no more than 'something 
has happened."' The report about a military coup was very misleading. Thirty minutes later on ABC Nightly News, 

another story aired. Anchor Frank Reynolds reported, "There is a new government in South Korea. Chung Hee 

Park, who ruled for eighteen years, was assassinated. The new government announced that Chung Hee Park was 

assassinated by a misfired gun of the KCIA Chief. However, there were rumors that it was not a misfire. The chief 

guard and four other bodyguards for the president were also killed. There were different reports concerning the 

incident and the truth of the incident is slow in being revealed." 

The next morning newspapers reported the assassination of Chung Hee Park as the top news item. As the weekend 

passed the announcement by the Korean government, the American policy against the possible sudden invasion by 

North Koreans, and the history of Chung Hee Park were covered by the American media. 

In October 1979 the retired officers in America who were educated at the Korean Military Academy announced a 

message to all military men to maintain a neutral position in the matter and demanded that President Kyu Hwa Choi 

release political prisoners and establish a democratic government. On November 24 the United Democratization 

Committee Chairman Sae Kon Koh held a demonstration in front of Korean Embassy to demand restoration of 

democracy. However, the protest was not strong. 

On January 25, 1980, an advertisement by the Association for Supporting Graduates of Korean Military Academy 

appeared in the Korean newspapers in Washington, D.C., titled, "Our Point of View on the Current Situation in 

Korea." The ad indirectly supported the new military involvement in the Korean government. In response to this 

ad the members of the Association for Graduates of the Korean Military Academy were enraged and placed an ad to 

announce that they had no ties with the Supporting Association. This indirectly implied that the situation in Korea 

was not all well. In the spring of 1980, known as the "Spring of Seoul" in hope of new democratization, a woman 

attorney Tae Young Lee visited Washington, D.C. and asked in public to send a letter to the relatives in Korea to warn 

the danger of another military government in Korea. Thus many Koreans in the area began to feel that the situation 
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in Korea was grave. 

Jae Kyu Kim Clemency 
About thirty sympathizers of Jae Kyu Kim gathered on March 1, 1980, at the All Soul Church despite heavy 

snowfall. James S. Chang, Do Sile Choi, Deok Shin Choi, and Hong Hee Choi made speeches supporting Kim at 

the meeting, which was organized by the United Democratic Korea Committee. Seong Hee Lee, the sister-in-law 

of former KCIA protocol officer Seon Ho Park was at the meeting. She reported the recent state of affairs after the 

assassination of Park and asked for leniency for her brother-in-law. The group resolved to demand that the trial be 

conducted by the new democratic government. 

Kwangju Incident and Doo Hwan Chun Regime 
Many Koreans were shocked by the headlines and pictures on the front pages of morning newspapers on May 

22, 1980. The pictures showed civilians in military jeeps and trucks in Kwangju with a large slogan in front of the 

vehicles, "Tear Doo Hwan Chun to Death." This was the beginning ofa flood of news of Kwangju and the news 

was already four days old. 

Upon hearing of the Kwangju revolt, Yeon Soo Nah and 150 other Honam area natives including Sae Kon Koh, 

Hong Ro Lee, Suk Hee Yoo, Chul Eun Kang and Cheol Ho Cha demonstrated in front of the White House. The 

Korean Embassy, some Koreans, and Hankook Shinbo accused this demonstration of potentially helping North 

Korea, which enraged many Koreans. Korean media in the Washington area such as the Korea Times, the Korea 

Central Daily, the Asian-American News, the Hanmin Shinbo, and the Christian Broadcast denounced the Hankook 

Shinbo. 

After the Kwangju incident Doo Hwan Chun's military regime accused and imprisoned Dae Jung Kim as the leader 

of a conspiracy to overthrow the Korean government. Koreans paid attention to the U.S. Government's response 

but the official statement from the State Department was firm that the accusation of Dae Jung Kim was "without 

evidence." 

The U.S. State Department seemed to be aware that its statement was interfering with Korean domestic affairs. 

Senator Edward Kennedy sent a letter to Secretary of State Edmond Muskie to show his keen interest in Korea. 

It was hoped that William H. Gleysteen, Jr., the U.S. Ambassador to Korea, would play a pivotal role against the 

Korean military government. Nothing really happened though, so, Eung Tae Kim cut his hair as an expression of 

anger. Kim recalls this dark period saying, "The only way for a weak person to protest was to cut his hair." They 

decided to have a demonstration every day at noon in front of the State Department and began doing so in June. 

Some came out to demonstrate in the beginning but they could not show up continuously because they had to work 

to make a living. Only Eung Tae Kim and Keun Pal Lee staged demonstrations to protest against the U.S. policy on 

Korea at the State Department until December that year. 

At last Dae Jung Kim was sentenced to death. Kim's death sentence was protested by the Hanmintong (Korean 

Congress for Democracy and Unification). About forty Hanmintong members and ten American sympathizers staged 

a demonstration at Lafayette Park on September 19. Chul Eun Kang and Eun Soon Keh, candidates for the Korean 

Association presidency, participated in the demonstration. They tried to be identified as anti-military Korean people. 

In that way they could be recognized by the Korean society. While Koreans in the area worried about Dae Jung Kim, 

Senator Kennedy issued a statement saying that Kim's death sentence would deteriorate South Korean democracy 

and seriously affect U.S.-Korean relations. On September 18, the New York Times reported Kim's death sentence. 
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"Secretary of State Muskie accepted the advisors recommendation not to confront Doo Hwan Chun in order to 

save Kim's life. The Secretary of State did not issue a strong statement against Chun that was prepared by Human 

Rights Section of the State Department. Instead, Muskie tried gentle persuasion, asking the Korean government to 

reconsider Kim's sentence, and even to offer Kim exile to the United States. 

Dae Jung Kim came to the United States two years later and the New York Times reported it accurately then. 

Chun asked for President Ronald Reagan's invitation to the White House as a deal to release Kim from prison. The 

leaders of the U.S. Methodist Church showed their interest in Korean affairs and appealed to former President Jimmy 

Carter to take the necessary action to save Kim. Andrew Young, former U.N. Ambassador wrote an article for the 

Washington Post saying that Kim was Korea's Martin Luther King. The UPI also compared Kim's death sentence 

withParkistan'sAli Bhutto, who had been executed sixteen months earlier. The news about Kim's sentence attracted 

worldwide attention. 

Some Koreans supported Senator Edward Kennedy for President since he had supported Korea's democratization, 

and this was the beginning of Koreans' political involvement in American politics. There was a linkage between the 

Democratization Movement and American politics. 

Chui Eun Kang Withdraws from Reception Committee 
Ronald Reagan replaced President Jimmy Carter as president in January 1981 on the day the American hostages in 

Teheran, Iran, were released after 444 days of captivity. Doo Hwan Chun was the first foreign president to visit the 

Reagan White House. 

The Korean Embassy began to prepare for Chun's visit in a way that was very different from the way they did under 

the Park regime. It organized a reception committee for Chun under Dr. Chai Chang Choi's leadership. Choi was 

the president of the Korean Association from the third term through the sixth term. Chul Eun Kang, newly elected 

president of the Korean Association, was vice chairman of the committee. Seon Keun Chang, secretary general of 

the association, Han Yong Cho, II Ho Park, Hak Keun Oh (Harry K. Oh), Mrs. Edward Chun, and Dong Ja Yang 

were other members of the committee. The committee rented a room at the Sheraton Hotel in Arlington to prepare 

for the welcoming party. 

However, Chui Eun Kang, the president of the Korean Association, declared that the Korean Association of 

Greater Washington would not participate in the reception, which surprised the Korean Embassy. Kang was an 

active participant in the demonstration denouncing the Kwangju massacre, so anyone who understood the situation 

could understand the position of Kang in this regard. Other reception committee members II Ho Park and Han Yong 

Cho resigned as well, embarrassing the Korean Embassy. 

Doo Hwan Chun arrived at Andrew Air Force base at 4 p.m. on February 1, 1981. The committee had rented thirty 

three buses to carry Koreans with Korean and American flags. The greeting placards said, "We Welcome You, the 

leader of fifty million Koreans! Korean-American Reception Committee." 

Chui Eun Kang was at the Air Force base and greeted Chun next to Chai Chang Choi. Kwang Jae Lee, who was a 

former announcer for KBS, initiated "Long Live Doo Hwan Chun!" when Chun landed. They became a laughing 

stock. All the Koreans greeting Chun received scarves as gifts. Such an organized greeting and scarves were unusual. 

The Associated Press reported that the Korean government spent $300,000 for the welcoming and advertising cost. 
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Doo Hwan Chun went to the Blair House directly from the Air Force base. He was greeted there by about 1,000 

Koreans and Unification Church members, but also by a protest of about 200 demonstrators at Lafayette Park, near 

the Blair House. They protestors accused Chun of the murders at Kwangju. Some covered their heads with grocery 

bags with holes cut out for their eyes to hide their identity. Using brown paper bags for demonstrating was a common 

sight in Washington, D.C. This scene was broadcast by ABC, CBS and NBC, the major television networks. The 

reporters interviewed Joon Rhee and Edward Chun for the pro Doo Hwan Chun side and Sae Kon Koh and Ki Seop 

Shim for the protestors. 

The Washington Hilton Hotel reception for Chun was probably the largest gathering in Korean history in this 

town. In front of the hotel, baldheaded Eung Tae Kirn .and Baek Seon Park, Dae Sik Shin, Moon Kyu Park, Sae 

Kon Koh, Keun Pal Lee, Ki Seop Shim, Yoo Woong Suh, Chang Koo Cho and forty others protested Chun's visit. 

They were well-known individuals in the democracy movement and they were shouting, "Kwangju Massacre," 

and "Murderer!" They were wrestling with the policemen who tried to stop them. Joong Hoon Cho ofKAL, other 

Koreans accompanying Chun, the Korean Embassy staff, and the Koreans attending the party were humiliated by 

the protesters. Chun entered the hotel through the backdoor to avoid the protesters. His brother, Kyung Hwan Chun, 

was mistaken for Doo Hwan Chun and hit by some of the protesters. 

At the reception Chun promised that anti-Korean government people could visit Korea freely. He told the audience, 

"I am a person to keep a promise. If not, I will go to the mountain." It was a joke. Ironically, he went to the mountain 

after he completed his seven-year presidential term to avoid the political purge. He was exiled to a Buddhist temple, 

Paikdam in Gangwon Province. 

Chul Eun Kang did not attend the party so he was criticized by both the committee and anti-Chun protesters. 

Pro-government people complained about Kang, assuming he withdrew because he was not offered the chairman's 

position on the reception committee. Anti-government people criticized him for his ambiguous behavior. Kang 

was physically attacked a few days later, according to a Korean newspaper. The executive director of the Korean 

Association resigned from his position. Chun was welcomed by the Korean associations in New York City and 

Los Angeles, but not so in Washington, D.C. The Korean Association in Washington area was different from other 

associations. 

Those who supported Chun defended their act saying they had to support the Korean president as the leader 

representing Korea at the Korea-U.S summit meeting. The anti-Chun group pointed out that he was the instigator 

of the Kwangju massacre and the main stumbling block for Korean democracy. They were unhappy that Chun tried 
to show that the U.S. supported the new government of Korea and took advantage of his visit to seek revenge. They 

couldn't stand the blind support of Chun's government by the new conservative U.S. government. They also could 

not stand the way Chun acted during his visit like he had the full support of the U.S. government. 

In his syndicated column in the Washington Post Evans Novak disclosed the reason for President Reagan inviting 

Chun: Reagan made a deal with Chun not to kill Dae Jung Kirn. When President Carter was in office, human rights 

issues were important; Reagan, however, considered it an issue for each nation. Reagan asked the U.S. Congress not 

to release the reports on Korean human rights conditions until Chun's return to Korea. The Washington Post and the 

New York Times welcomed Doo Hwan Chun's decision not to execute Kim, but were critical of Chun for his police 

state in Korea. 

The Korean churches in the area were criticized for their weak voice on Korean human rights issues but Reverend 
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Yo Seop Kang started a Thursday Prayer meeting in 1980 with Yoo Woong Suh, Kyung Nam Ha, Eui Kon Kohh, 

Han Seop Eom, Ki Seop Shim and Eung Tae Kirn to support Korean democracy. In August 1981 the group created 

the Capital Presbyterian Church with Reverend Dong Hwan Moon who was in exile. This church was the heart of 

anti-Korean military government sentiment. Visiting Moon Young Lee, Wan Sang Han, Shin Beom Lee, Kyung 

Seok Suh, Sang Bok Chung, Woo Jae Lee, Keon Ho Song, and others delivered speeches at the church. 

Reverend Moon reestablished the United Movement for Democracy and Unification in Korea and took the 

leadership position as the chairman. Seong 11 Choi became the secretary general. Representative Donald Fraser 

became the honorary chairman to this group. The Washington branch was established and Moon Kyu Park became 

the first president. Eung Tae Kirn became the vice president. 

The Birth of Honam Friendly Association of Greater Washington 
The Kwangju tragedy was better known to the Korean community through those who had returned from visits to 

their hometowns in that area. The Kwangju massacre angered many Koreans in this town and angry Cholla Province 

people created the Honam Friendship Association on February 20, 1982, electing Yeon Soo Nahas president. Jong 

Tae Kirn of the Young Nam Friendship Association applauded its creation. 

Dae Jung Kirn, who was the suspect behind the Kwangju uprising, returned to Washington, D.C. on December 23, 

1982. Kirn was greeted by so many supporters at the National Airport that he had to leave through an emergency exit. 

When he got into Yoo Woong Suh's car he told Suh, "I could not believe that I am returning to Washington, D.C.!" 

Upon his arrival in Washington, D.C. Kirn spent two or three weeks quietly analyzing the situation in the area's 

Korean community. His first public speech at George Washington University on March 12 was attended by an 

unusually large crowd of about 1,200 Koreans. In those days the Korean Embassy's surveillance made people 

cautious about attending such meetings. Kim claimed that the recovery of democracy was the only way for Koreans 

to survive. His less than two-hour speech on Korean democracy was stopped fifty times by applause and he seemed 

to regain his confidence through this lecture. Kirn appeared again in public at the memorial service commemorating 

the third anniversary of the death of the Kwangju victims. 

Baek Seon Park, the second president of the Honam Friendly Association, Byung Gap Tak and other members of 

the association prepared carefully for the event. The program notice for the memorial service began, "Whenever 

the month of May comes, we begin to think of the bright sunlight in the spring of our homeland. But we have also 

come to think of our friends and relatives who have been killed by the military since 1980, so we gather to comfort 

our fallen brethren at this third-year memorial service." The preparatory group also published a booklet entitled, 

Oh Kwangju! The booklet was subtitled, True Stories on the Kwangju Massacre. It carried pictures of the Kwangju 

incident, eyewitness accounts, testimony from a clergyman, and so on. At the end of the booklet was a poem, "Oh, 

Kwangju! The Cross of Our Country!" which became famous as a result of the Kwangju incident. 

About 1,200 Koreans attended the memorial service held at Francis Hamond High School in Alexandria, Virginia, 

on Sunday night, May 22, 1983. Many of them came to see Dae Jung Kim who had gone through so much suffering 

in Korea and was exiled to America. Kirn emphasized the "democratization of Korea as the only way to compensate 

Kwangju." In paying a tribute to the memory of the Kwangju victims Kirn paused to wiped away tears with his 

handkerchief. His tears touched everyone in the audience. Wan Sang Han and Reverend Dong Hwan Moon showed 

strong resentment toward the tepid American policy in their speeches. They defined the events at Kwangju as a 

"massacre." 
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The most shocking event was when they played the video and the 16 mm movie of the Kwangju massacre. Kim 

said, "It's the first time I have shown my tears to others." By the time the crowd listened to the speeches they were 

already enraged. When they saw pictures of the massacre in the video and movie, the auditorium was filled with 

sobbing, long sighs and deep groans. Those in the audience were angered by the scenes of military brutality and 

inhumanity. While it was sometimes difficult to unite the Korean community, at this moment it became one. 

From the memorial service onward the Honam Friendly Association, which organized the memorial service annually, 

identified itself as a democratization organization and supported Dae Jung Kim's activities. Han Yong Cho, the former 

assistant naval attache at the Korean Embassy and also the twenty-second president of the Korean Association of 

Washington, was from the Honam Providence area and he supported Dae Jung Kim and his friends. There were 

unidentified Koreans who also supported Kim and indirectly contributed toward the democratization of Korea. 

Eung Tae Kim and his wife Jae Jeong Lee obtained a film made by Japanese and German reporters who worked at 

Kwangju. They made a thirty-minute video out of the film, "Oh Kwangju!" and distributed about 300 copies of video 

to Korean and American communities to show the misery of Kwangju. Dae Jung Kim embarked on a speaking tour 

to major cities in America to promote democracy in Korea. His speaking tour started at Queens College in New York, 

on February 27, 1983, and ended on June 25, 1983, at the University of Chicago. He went from the east coast to the 

Midwest and on to the west coast visiting Harvard, UCLA and other well-known universities. At the same time in 

Korea the other opposition leader, Young Sam Kirn, protested by a lengthy hunger strike. In May 1983 Dae Jung Kirn 

wired a letter of encouragement from Washington to Young Sam Kim's house at Sangdodong and started a petition to 

denounce the American policy toward Chun. Dong Hwan Moon, chairman of the United Movement for Democracy 

and Unification in Korea; Moon Kyu Park, chairman of the Washington branch of UMDUK; and Seok Nam Kim, 

president of the Democratic Council, initiated the Committee to Support Young Sam Kim's hunger strike. Dae Jung 

Kirn opened the Center for Human Rights in August 1983 and used it as a base for his political activities in America. 

Dae Jung Kirn had many other activities in addition to his democracy movement in the U.S. He received an honorary 

doctoral degree from Emory University and studied at Harvard University. Kirn ended his twenty-five month long 

exile on February 8, 1985, and returned to Korea. Many Koreans came out to National Airport to see him off. 

In 1983 Philippine Senator Aquino was assassinated at Manila Airport on his return from exile in America. This 

international incident happened under the direction of Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos. Doo Hwan Chun 

similarly threatened to arrest Dae Jung Kim if he returned to Korea, prompting some to ask him not to return to 

Korea. Although Kim's return drew concerns from American media once decided, Kirn did not change his position. 

To protect him two U.S. congressmen went to Korea with him and he was accompanied by many American and 

Japanese reporters. In this way his return to Korea attracted worldwide attentions. 

Seong II Choi, Hidden Contributor in the U.S. for Democratization of Korea 
There was in the United States someone who fought for Korean democracy strategically and tactically. He fought 

for it in the front lines and behind the scenes. He sacrificed his family life and dedicated himself to the democratic 

movement for Korea. His name was Seong II Choi. 

Seong II Choi graduated from Seoul middle and high school and graduated from Seoul National University Law 

School before coming to the U.S. He received a master's degree and doctorate in Political Science from Kansas 

University in 1971 and was a political science professor at Geneva College, a private school. Then he started to assist 
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with the democratization of Korea. He provided information on Korean human rights issues, labor issues, political 

situations, and KCIA activities in America to the American politicians, media, and research organizations. He was 

the secretary general for the United Movement for Democracy and Unification of Korea in addition to being the 

editor of a regular newsletter for that organization. Through the newsletters and statements he contributed a great deal 

to the democratization of Korea. He conducted interviews with media on those subjects and maintained a life that 

supported his words and acts. From the time Kim arrived the National Airport (Reagan National) in December 1982 

after his death sentence was reduced and he was expelled by Doo Hwan Chun government, to his subsequent return 

to Korea in early 1985, Choi maintained a very close relationships with Kim. In fact their relationship continued until 

Choi passed away. 

From the time Dae Jung Kim and his family began to live in the Washington area until Kim studied in Cambridge 

as a Harvard University fellow, Choi spent all his waking hours with Kim, assisting him in his research and writing. 

He did not take care of his family or himself. He performed as ifhe were Kim's body. Dae Jung Kim's book titled, 

'Public Economic Policy' was published with Choi's efforts. Kim returned to Korea in 1985. After the declaration 

on June 29, 1987, that Korean democracy had been restored Choi returned to being a college professor. In 1991 he 

died oflarynx cancer at the age of 50. 

Choi was survived by his mother Shin Jae Kim (deaconess), two daughters (Mona, Mimi), a son (Jason) and a 

sister. [Professor Seong 11 Choi's father was In Kyu Choi, the leading director in the early Korean movie industry 

who was kidnapped to the north during the Korean War. His mother was the aforementioned Shin Jae Kim who was 

a senior movie executive. 

Doo Hwan Chun's Second Visit to the U.S. 
Doo Hwan Chun visited Washington, D.C. for a second time on May 25, 1985, at the midpoint of his presidential 

term. At Andrew Air Force Base, Jie Kyung Song, Chairman of the Welcoming Committee, Eun Soon Keh, President 

of the Korean Association, and Jong In Ma, Chairman of the Committee for Peaceful Unification of Korea in 

Washington, shook hands with President Chun. Unlike President Chun's first visit and although he was from the 

Honam area, Eun Soon Keh volunteered to be the chairman of the Welcoming Committee but placed second to 

Jie Kyung Song in a close vote. Reverend Won Sang Lee, Seok Kyu Park, Kyeu Hoon Park, former president of 

Korean Association, and Cheol Ho Cha, a member of Fact-finding Committee for Kwangju, objected to the fact that 

they became members of the Welcoming Committee against their will. Thus, President Chun's second visit created 

another furor. 

President Chun flew directly to the Washington Mall by helicopter. On the way to the Korean Ambassador's 

residence, he was both welcomed and booed by Koreans. Demonstrator Chang Koo Cho stepped in front of the car 

carrying President Chun and Baek Seon Park tried to step onto the street. They were arrested by police and released 

after paying a $10 fine. 

In front of the White House, where the summit took place, there were · demonstrators and welcoming people. 

Pennsylvania Avenue was the line separating pro-government people and anti-government demonstrators who were 

in Lafayette Park across the street. Pro-government people had pickets saying, "Welcome Korea-America Summit, 

New History Maker," but some of them were stopped by police because the size of their signs was in violation of 

regulations. In a contrast, the anti-government pickets were displaying, "Kwangju," and "Release Political Prisoners," 

signs that were the proper size because they were experienced in demonstrating. On their shirts was, "Kwangju," 

written in fresh blood. They struggled with the Korean Blue House Security staff that was taking pictures of them. 
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There were more open denouncements that evening at the dinner party at the Marriott Hotel next to the National 

Press Building on 14th Street, N. W. A Korean woman hit the face of a Blue House Security staffer and those who 

were going to the dinner party were ridiculed. The conflict between the two groups within the Korean community 

was deepened further. On the 27th President Chun's departure was stopped by Chang Koo Cho and Baek Seon Park. 

On the street in front of the Washington Monument, Chang Koo Cho laid down in the street in anger. 

Korean Ambassador Byung Hyun Ryu and Minister Jang Rae Sohn arranged a meeting between Byung Gap 

Tak, Won Sik Park, Oh Koon Hong of the Fact-finding Committee of Kwangju, and Secretary to the Young 11 

Lee, Chairman of Korean Democratic Party, in order to reduce the tension created by the Kwangju incident. The 

Chairman of the Fact-finding Committee for Kwangju and Byung Kap Tak, on the other hand, raised $3,000 for the 

Kwangju Memorial Tower and donated it to the Korea Times to be sent to the National Preparation Committee for 

the May Kwangju Revolution Memorial Tower and Remembrance of Kwangju. 

vUpon his return to Korea Dae Jung Kim became a joint chairman of the Democracy Movement Committee, which 

encompassed all of the opposition leaders. The other joint chairman and a leader of Korea's democracy movement, 

Young Sam Kim, came to Washington, D.C. where he was welcomed by Seok Nam Kim, Moon Kyu Park, Sae Kon 

Koh, and others. He also lectured on Korean democracy at Falls Church High School in Northern Virginia with 

about 1,000 Koreans in attendance. This was the first time that there were supporters of Young Sam Kim in the 

Washington area as well, even though they were small in comparison with those supporting Dae Jung Kim. 

The Fifth Republic, which had a serious problem of legitimacy, was under constant attack by the American media. 

Young Kil Park, public information officer for the Korean Embassy, printed a letter in the Washington Post on March 

17, 1987, stating, "It is not appropriate to call the regime a military regime merely because both Chung Hee Park and 

Doo Hwan Chun were retired military officers. President Dwight D. Eisenhower was also a retired Army general, 

butwe do not refer to Eisenhower's government as a military regime." This letter created a controversy within the 

Korean community. On March 30 the Washington Post printed a rebuttal letter by Yoo Woong Suh of the United 

Movement for Democracy and Unification of Korea under the title, "Democratic Korea?" His statement said, "It is 
nonsense to compare President Eisenhower with Park and Chun who launched coup d'etat to seize power." 

Tae Woo Roh's June 29 Declaration 
Toward the end of Doo Hwan Chun's seven-year term the democratic movement in Korea was rekindled for 

constitutional reform. In Washington, those who were involved with the democratic movement were worried Chun 

might use a trick to stay in power longer. In order to voice this suspicion Eung Pyo (Clifford) Koh Koh (Clifford 

Koh), Doyung Lee and Han Yong Cho, all three former presidents of the Korean Association, became joint chairmen 

of the Committee to urge the Democratic Korea of Washington and initiated the Committee at Woo Lae Ok, a 

Korean restaurant on June 27, 1986. They decided to send a message to Doo Hwan Chun, which stated, "Almost 

daily we have to face Korea's military dictatorship in the American media which made us feel shame as Koreans," 

and continued to warn that, "Constitutional change was a political lie to create authoritarianism or new absurdity. 

The past pain will never be forgotten and the wrath of God and the people will never go away." They declared that 

they were, "not a political group or part of any party," and stressed that they, "share one united and sincere wish for 

a democratic Korea from the Korean community to assist the motherland in achieving democracy." 

Through the democratic movement in Washington many Koreans in the area had contacts with politicians from 

Korea. These politicians, who wanted to gain support of Koreans in the Washington area, mailed New Year's greeting 

cards and slowly political factions started to form in the Korean community in the area. Before this, at 5 p.m. on May 
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31, 1986, a large scale "May Democratic Korea" demonstration was staged at Lafayette Park across from the White 

House by twenty-four organizations from Washington, New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Toronto, Baltimore and 

other cities. The democratic organizations on the east coast participated in the demonstration because of suspicions 

that the military dictatorship might be prolonged. The pamphlet stated, "May march for democracy in order to end 

the twenty-seven years of military dictatorship," and, "it is a turning point whether Korea will be democratic or not. 

Let's show 'people power' by participating in a major march in order to pressure the American government to cut aid 

to a dictatorial government. Teach our children to love our motherland and let's go to Washington." 

Young Sam Kim sent a special encouragement letter for this event. In his letter he stated, "I would like to express 

my respect and sincere thanks to you, the Koreans in America, because you always wish for a democratic Korea even 

under difficult situations in far away from the motherland. I believe in the near future we will have the democratic 

Korea that we have been looking forward to dearly. I would like to thank you again for your efforts and send you 

this encouragement." 

In 1987 the presidential election and demonstrations for democracy in Korea were fierce. On June 29, Doo Hwan 

Chun, who nominated Tae Woo Roh as his successor, issued the "Declaration of June 29." 

Center for Human Rights and Center for Nationalism 
Due to the June 29 Declaration all Koreans were wondering who would succeed Doo Hwan Chun. Korea went 

once again to a political process. Democratic organizations in Washington were optimistic about the end of military 

dictatorship that had lasted a quarter of a century. Their goal was the same, to stop the military dictatorship, but 

Dae Jung Kim followers gathered at the Center for Human Rights and Young Sam Kim followers at the Center for 

Nationalism. In the 13th presidential election of December 1987, Young Sam Kim, Dae Jung Kim, Jong Pil Kim, 

and Tae Woo Roh were competing. Korean-American supporters went to Korea in order to stay and campaign for 

candidates they were supporting. Friends for Korean democracy became competitors as they supported different 

candidates. 

Chul Eun Kang, who was the 20th president of the Korean Association, and Han Yong Cho, who was the 21st 

president of Korean Association, returned to Korea for their political careers in the motherland. 

Three month before the election in September 1987 Tae Woo Roh, a presidential candidate hand-picked by Doo 

Hwan Chun, visited Washington. Many said that he came here to report to President Reagan in his running for 

president. There had been no such visit in the past. Hong Joo Hyun, who accompanied him along with Roh, was 

humiliated by anti-Chun forces when they entered the National Press Club building on 14th Street for a speech. 

Hearings of the Fifth Republic began and the Kwangju incident was classified as the Kwangju democratic movement. 

Korean communities in America were affected by those changes. President Tae Woo Rob's visits to Washington 

were warmly accepted by the Korean community and Suk Bong Oh, the 24th president of the Korean Association, 

greeted him whenever Roh was in town without being criticized. Rather, leaders of other groups envied him. 

From Military Dictatorship to Civilian Government 
For the first time in about thirty years Young Sam Kim became president of the civilian government. His presidency 

marked the end of a saga that started from the movement against the third term presidency of Chung Hee Park 

and last twenty-five years in the Korean-American struggle for a democratic Korea. Young Sam Kim promised a 

"clean society" from the corrupt and militant government. He considered political, economical, social and cultural 
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corruption as national disease and began to fix them. 

When Young Sam Kim came to Washington on November 21, 1993, nine months after his inauguration, Korean

Americans came to greet him at the White House. They were all pro-government this time. Previously, the place for 

pro-government people was on the White House side and anti-government people were in Lafayette Park when the 

Korean presidents visited the White House. It was also the first time that many Korean-Americans placed welcome 

ads in newspapers for the Korean president. 

At the reception, Sekwon Kenneth Chong, President of the Korean Association, gave a welcoming speech. Joseph 

C. Kim, President of the Korean-American Association of Metropolitan Maryland, and Sang Don Nam, President of 

the Korean-American Association ofNorthem Vrrginia, tried to be with Chong at the head table butthe guards stopped 

them. As President Kim left the reception they expressed their disgust to the Korean Embassy staff. They issued 

statements denouncing the Embassy and resigned their memberships from the Advisory Council on Democratic 

Peaceful Unification. 

The Korean Embassy did not form a welcoming committee to welcome the President as it wished the civilian 

government President would be welcomed freely. The President's address at the party surprised many. He first 

thanked the Korean-Americans in the Washington area for their support during the time he suffered as an opposition 

party leader and said, "In America, you are a sovereign body. Immigrants made America. You are the owners of 

America. You have to be Americanized. Remember that this is the best thing to do, a way to love the motherland 

and a way to love your family." 

During the Japanese occupation of Korea the ultimate goal for Koreans in America was the "Independence of 

Korea," and after independence it was a "Democratic Korea." At the reception for the Korean president, the Korean

Americans were as proud of their contribution to Korean democracy as those who lived in the United States half a 
century earlier had been of their contributions to the independence of Korea. 

6. Unification Movement of the Motherland 

The next contribution by the Korean-Americans to the motherland must be to help achieve the unification of 

Korea. During the Cold War, which followed the Korean War, the confrontation between South and North Koreas 

deepened, limiting our movement for the unification of Korea. Unification of Korea was a subject of discussion 

among government officials. Some stood up for North Korea but soon they were left isolated. That was the sad result 

of the Cold War. 

It is fair to say that there was no serious movement for the unification of Korea in Washington. However, there have 

been pro-unification Koreans in Washington. The Koreans in the Washington area have expressed in various ways 

their desires for the unification of Korea. We will discuss Yong Joong Kim's dedicated work in the unification effort 

in the early days of the Korean community, the Advisory Council for Peaceful Unification, and several organizations 

for unification of Korea. We will describe the activities of the movement for unification of Korea, including those 

who visited North Korea to visit their separated family members. 

Neutral Unification Theory of Yong Jung Kim 
Yong Joong Kim was born in Kumsan, Choongnam Provice (Chun Buk at that time) in 1898, and went to Shanghai, 
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China, and then to United States in 1917. He studied at Harvard, Columbia, and George Washington University. 
Yong Joong Kim began publishing an English monthly magazine, the 'Voice of Korea,' in March 1943 in order to 
relay the situation in Korea and the necessity of independence of Korea to the United States. He established the 
Korean Affairs Institute as a publishing organization and also operated a radio station with the same name for a long 
period of time, three to four hours daily to support the independence movement for Korea. The Voice of Korea was 
published, "to relay the message of the Korean people's ideals, purpose, and hope to the world; to establish mutual 
understanding and furthermore, to create friendship with the world community." It was closed due to financial 
difficulties in the early part of the 1960s. However, these monthly magazines were important materials and are 
historical evidence of his life as a journalist, spokesman for Koreans overseas aspiring for independence of Korea, 
and as a nationalist who believed the unification of Korea should come without outside intervention. 

Kim's unification movement reached its peak in the 1960s. On January 14 and 19, 1961, he sent open letters for his, 
''Neutral Unification Proposal" to Premier Myun Chang of South Korea and 11 Sung Kim ofNorth Korea. The letters 
were sent through his close associates since Kirn was offering a, "Proposal for Federated South and North Korea." 

The main point of his proposal was to establish a liaison office between South and North Koreas, to have a South
North meeting in a neutral country, to have the congress elected by free elections, and to establish one government 
for Korea that should become neutral country recognized by the U.N. and neighboring countries. The whole text of 
his letter appeared in the 206th issue of the Voice of Korea (combined issue of January and February 1961). He also 
sent the refined proposal for Neutral Unified Korea to both South and North Korean leaders on December 12, 1964, 
and November 12, 1966. The proposal which was sent in 1964, said, "The destiny of Korea is in our hands. We 
Koreans as the sovereign body of Korea, we have to solve our own problems. There is no outsider who can solve 
the problems for us." 

Kirn put the responses from the North in the Voice of Korea and sent them through other media to prove that his 
stance and activities were fair and justifiable. In 1972 he became Chairman of the Peaceful Unification of Korea 
Overseas Committee. The senior members who worked with him were Chang Young Im (Channing Im), Yong Hol 
Kang, Kyu Hong Chun, and Young Han Joo. He went into seclusion and silence in Lidley, California in 1976. 

Yong Joong Kim might have felt loneliness as he could not achieve his goal for the unification of Korea and was 
under attack from the North as revisionist and from the South as pro-North Korea. 

Advisory Council on Democratic Peaceful Unification 
With the beginning of the Fifth Republic, Doo Hwan Chun took appeasement measures to Korean overseas rather 

than the threats shown during the Park's regime. Syngman Rhee and Chung Hee Park tried to stay away from U.S. 
intervention. Chun showed a pro-American stance despite the anti-American movement among the young people 
in Korea. He needed support from the U.S. since there was a question of the legitimacy of his presidency. Thus, he 
could not threaten Korean-Americans in the way President Park did. 

Among the new measures the most noteworthy was to appoint Koreans overseas to the Advisory Council on 
Democratic Peaceful Unification (Pyungtong). Since this was a part of the Korean government there were serious 
questions whether it should include Koreans overseas but he insisted that all Koreans, including those who live in 
other countries, should provide opinions regarding the unification of Korea and decided to appoint Koreans overseas 
to the council. 
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All members of the National Conference for Unification who elected Chun as president automatically became 

members of the Advisory Council. Thus, from the start, this organization was considered a basic structure of the 

Fifth Republic. It was used to win over to Chun those Koreans living overseas. Those who opposed the extended 

military dictatorship labeled this organization a running dog of the military dictatorship." 

The council was so unpopular with those who were running for office in any Korean associations that they had to 

announce their resignation from the Advisory Council first. Those who were not interested in the Advisory Council 

joked and humiliated the Advisory Council candidates. 

Despite the lack of popularity some who were interested in Korean politics pursued an Advisory Council position 

because they received a Presidential Appointment Certificate and were invited to Korea for the council's meetings. 

Through this process the Korean Embassy, which recommends the appointment of council members, became 

authoritative and consequently the council members became a shield for the Chun regime. 

When Young Sam Kim's civilian government took office in 1993 the existence of the Advisory Council on Democratic 

Peaceful Unification was in question. However, the only change made was that local government leaders replaced 

members of the National Conference of Unification as council members. Overseas members remained with the 

council. Since the start of civilian government it was relatively peaceful to appoint the council members overseas. 

When the Moo Hyun Noh regime began, President of Korean-American Association of Northern Virginia, Nam 

Jung Kang , President of Korean-American Association of Metropolitan Maryland Soon Hee Sohn, President of 

Korean-American Association of Greater Washington Young Keun Kirn issued a statement regarding their position 

in appointing the president of the Advisory Council on Democratic Peaceful Unification on July 21, 2003. They 

warned that someone who has been pro-North Korea should not be appointed as president. However, those who have 

been pro-North Korea issued open statement questioning that statement. 

While they were debating, the Korean government appointed Eung Tae Kirn ( 66) to be president of the Advisory 

Council. The 11th president Kirn immigrated to the U.S. in 1969. He has remained in the Washington area since 

his arrival here. He is one of the old timers in the Korean community and participated in the movements against the 

dictator government and for the democracy of Korea. He operated a radio program, Washington Voice of Hope, in 

1972 to protest Yusin government and was president of the Kwangju Democratic Movement Memorial in 1983. He 

was vice president of Korean-American Association of Greater Washington, chairman of the trustees of the Korean

American Association of Northern Vrrginia (1999-2000) and played an active role in the Korean community. He 

also was president of the Samaritan Mission that helped prisoners in Korea (1990). Currently he operates a fast food 

restaurant, Pop Eyes, on Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. He graduated from Kookmin University with a 

degree in Administration. He also had graduate studies in business administration at Korea University. 

There have been disputes over the appointment of Advisory Council members and president. Many criticized 

the way they appointed members and the president from those who had been pro-government people. Those who 

participated in the democratic movement and those who belonged to the Center for Human Rights and the Center 

for Nationalism, including Young Sam Kirn and Dae Jung Kirn, claimed that the Advisory Council on Democratic 

Peaceful Unification was a shield for the government and that it did not serve any good purpose. As the civilian 

government began to rule, those who complained about the Advisory Council became members and presidents of the 

Council. Many Korans were confused about that, especially that the choice of a president has not been democratic. 

The names of president of past and present, and number of members are: 
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1st (1983-1985) 

2nd (1985-1987) 

3rd (1987-1989) 

4th (1989-1991) 

5th (1991-1993) 

6th (1993-1995) 

7th (1995-1997) 

8th (1997-1999) 

9th (1999-2001) 

10th (2001-2003) 

11th (2003-2005) 

12th (2005- ) 

president Jong In Ma 

president Jong In Ma 

president Ho Seol Park 

president Ho Seol Park 

president Hak Keun Oh 

president Wan Soo Lee 

president Wan Soo Lee 

president Jong Yeon Lee 

president Daniel Byung-Keun Choi 

president Young Jin Kim 
president Eung Tae Kim 
president Yong Jin Lee 

Unification Movement after 1980s 

(30 members) 

(30 members) 

(42 members) 

( 42 members) 

(39 members) 

( 40 members) 

(82 members) 

(86 members) 

(109 members) 

(101 members) 

(102 members) 

(83 members) 

The organized unification movement in the Washington area began in 1984 when the Korean Youth Association 

in America and One Race Association in America established One Race Public Relations in America in Washington 

D.C. By 1985 there was the Korean Congress for Democracy and Unification in the Washington area that supported 

Korean political leader, Dae Jung Kim and participated in the anti-dictatorship movement. However, this organization 

was not involved actively in the movement for unification of Korea. It had views regarding American servicemen 

stationed in Korea and North Korea that differed from other organizations in favor of unification. 

The establishment of One Race Public Relations in America in 1984 and the Korean Youth Association planted 

the seeds for the organized unification movement in the Washington area. Starting with the presidential election in 

1987 the organizations participating in the movement for democracy and against the government were fading away. 

Young Korans began to organize groups for the unification of Korea and in 1987 the Washington Youth Association 

was established at a school auditorium by young Koreans in the area. The Korean-American Association ofNorthem 

Virginia used the same school auditorium as its center. 

The Washington Youth Association adopted its general principles to work for the unification ofKorea and to complete 

the realization of Korean democracy. Under the banner of Arirang the association began to work for unification and 

democracy between 1987 and 1992, at which time it was dissolved. After this some Annandale High School students 

established the Korean Culture Sharing Group in June 1993 at a time when the Korean situation was again difficult. 

The National Association of Korean Americans (NAKA) was established by a group of pastors who directly and 

indirectly participated in the unification movement and the democracy movement. The first president was Reverend 

Seung Man Lee and the current president is Dong Seol Cho of Los Angeles. The NAKA has trustees across the nation 

and through a network it promotes activities for the welfare of Korean communities and the unification of Korea. 

Its center in Fairfax City, Virginia lobbies for support from American politicians and human rights authorities. The 

NAKA members visit the U.S. Congress two or three times a year to highlight Korean issues and get information 

from Congress. Through their website, they provide information on Korean issues to interested Americans. In July 

2003 it created the National Committee for Peace in Korea. 

In 1993 the North American Korean Americans for the Unification of Korea (NAKAUK) was established by area 

groups in Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, Washington, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Boston and other cities in the 

U.S., and in Toronto and other cities in Canada. The organization intends to promote the unification of Korea more 
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effectively. With the same goal, a seminar for the unification of Korea was held by the Korean Culture Sharing, 

Washington United Korean Movement, and Baltimore Youth for Love of Race in 1996. 

NAKAUK was restructured and renamed as the American Association for Independent and Unification of Korea 

(AAIUK) and Hang Woo Lee became its president in 1999. AAIUK has led the movement for unification of Korea 

in the United States since then. Many individuals who participated in various movements in the Washington area 

now belong to the AAIUK. The main purpose of this organization is to promote an independent and unified Korea 

with a democratic government. 

In 2003 AAIUK had a gathering in front of the White House to demonstrate for peace and the unification of 

Korea. It has led many other gatherings and movements across the nation for peace and the unification of Korea. In 

December 2002 it sponsored a demonstration in front of the White House that included participants from Korea to 

protest the accidental death of a middle school girl in Korea that occurred earlier that year when she was struck by 
a U.S. armored vehicle. They also protested in front of the U.S. Congress. The Korean Culture Sharing Group and 

Baltimore Korean Folklore, Han Pae, are cultural movement groups that concentrate on developing and transmitting 

Korean culture and folklore. The members of these organizations do not have as their goal the unification of Korea. 

However, they do participate with other organization for the unification of Korea. 

On June 15, 2000, former Korean President Dae Jung Kim and Jung II Kirn ofNorth Korea issued a joint statement 

Outlining agreements between North and South Korea. The Race Association (permanent chairman Phil Young 

Shin and joint chairmen Chang Hyun Yim and Chang Goo Cho) was established in the office of Korea-American 

Association of Greater Washington in April 2001 to help advance the agreements outlined in the joint statement. In 

May this organization was renamed the 'Korean Association for Effectuation ofJune 15 Joint Statement in America,' 

and restructured to include similar organizations across the nation. Phil Young Shin became the president and 

Reverend Dong Hwan Moon ofNew York and Monk Do Ahn Kim of Los Angeles are joint chairmen. The association 
sponsored an event to celebrate the first anniversary of the June 15 joint statement at the Cultural Centre ofNorthem 

Virginia Community College in Annandale, Vrrginia on June 15, 2001. The association sent representatives to 

Kumgangsan, North Korea to celebrate the second anniversary of the June 15 joint statement. 

The association publishes a magazine, "Unification Era." The organizations for movement toward Korean 

unification focus on three essentials. The first is the completion of unification. The second is the method used to 

accomplish the unification. The third is the identity of the unification. To complete the unification as spelled out in 

the July 4th joint statement by both South and North Korea, we must follow the principles of independence, peace 

and the unity of race. There have been disputes in Korea and overseas regarding the method to be used to unify 
Korea. Since the June 15 joint statement, either South Korea's position of an allied nation or North Korea's position 

of a united nation has been recognized 'as the best way. Both camps believe that the Korean identity should include 

about 80 million Koreans in South Korea, North Korea and overseas. The movement toward the unification of Korea 

is the mission of all Koreans living in South Korea, North Korea and overseas. 

The movement for the unification of Korea in the Washington area cannot be separated from the movements in 

other areas in the United States. All of them work together through networks. They also coordinate with other 

progressive organizations and other race organizations. They work together in movements that are anti-war, anti

nuclear weapons, and anti-imperialism. Their work results in positive effects in dealing with Korean issues. The 

association participated in the movement of Korean students in the effort to nullify the impeachment of President 

Moo Hyun Noh and clean up the corrupted politics in March 2004. Representatives for this movement were Man 
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Sik Kim, Nab Young Lee and Hyuk Kyo Suh. 

The association had three candlelight gatherings, one in front of Koran Embassy and two in Annandale, Virginia. 
The association was the first organization that brought attention to Korean political issues to the Annandale area. 
Some Koreans criticized the movements because they involved Korean politics, but others had positive opinions 
about the movements. The movement for the unification of Korea in the Washington area has been side by side with 
the history of a divided Korea and will continue in the future. (This section was provided by Jae Soo Lee) 

Aid for North Koreans 
In the mid 1990s it was widely known that many North Koreans were starving and Korean communities in the 

United States started to send aid to North Korea. These activities to provide aid to poor North Koreans are regarded 
as the second movement in the unification of Korea. The movement began on March 1, 1997, and within two years 
$975,966 was collected for food and medicine that was sent to the people of North Korea. This movement has 
participants from across the United States and it has sent $46 million in food and medicine to North Koreans. Most 
of the participants were Korean churches in America. 

Eugene Bell Foundation 
President Steve Linton (52, Se Bin In) visits North Korea four or five times each year, staying about two weeks each 

time. His duty is to visit about 30 TB sanitariums in North Korea to check for any improvements in the conditions of 
TB patients and to make sure the medicines are sufficient and the medical equipment is in working condition. 

The Eugene Bell Foundation supports four TB sanitariums in North Korea. To support a TB sanitarium the 
supporter must buy a package of TB medicine, medical equipment, and farm equipment worth a total of $37,000 and 
send an additional $12,500 every six months thereafter. The foundation has supplied 16 cars with X-ray equipment, 
V-ray equipment, and other medicine and farm equipment worth about $26,000,000 since 1997. 

Visit to North Korea 
The first Korean-American to visit North Korea was Young 11 Koh, who runs an auto body shop. Koe met with 

his mother Jeunghwa Elmejjad Yi, and his sister Ryeo Haeng Koh, in Pyongyang, North Korea on April 28, 1979. It 
had been twenty-nine years since he last saw them in 1950 when he was seven. He received a permanent visa in the 
United States and went to North Korea as an interpreter for the American ping pong team who attended the thirty
fifth International Ping Pong Tournament in Pyongyang. 

After Koe, Sang Cheon Nam, a reporter, visited North Korea in the early 1980s. Jae Heon Tak, who owns a liquor 
store, went to North Korea to see his brother and sister in August 1985. Since the 1990s when the activities to aid 
North Koreans began, many Korean-Americans have visited North Korea. On the birthday of 11 Sung Kim who 
died in 1994, about 5-10 Korean-Americans in this area alone visit North Korea each year. Recently more and more 
Korean-Americans visit there to see their divided families. 

7. Education for Maintaining Cultural Roots 

Consciousness of Cultural Roots 
Minority schools in America have a long history of teaching their own languages, cultures, and heritages in order 

to preserve their identity. It is true that for a long time these schools have not been well-known to mainstream 
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Americans and only active among each minority's own society. Therefore these minority language schools have not 

gotten any attention from American scholars. In the 1960s political, social, and environmental changes were made 

and the status of these schools changed accordingly. 

As of 1989 there were over 6,000 minority schools in which about fifty different languages were being taught. There 

were about 660 Korean language schools in the United States with 43,000 students and 5,100 teachers according to 

1993 statistics. There were about seventy schools, 3,500 students and 400 teachers in the Washington area in 2003. 

Protestant and Catholic churches, Buddhist temples, and other religious organizations administer these schools. 

Some language schools are operated by Korean social organizations, individuals, and boards of directors. The 

facilities used most often for language instructions are churches and public and private school buildings. Minority 

schools offer classes on weekends, usually Saturday mornings. The subjects taught are Korean language, history, 

culture and arts. 

There is a close relationship between religious institutions and minority schools. Both religion and language play 

a major role in understanding cultural roots. Judaism, Islam, Buddhist, or Christianity can be a national religion. 

Those countries with national religions use their languages in religious rituals and, therefore, the followers need to 

learn the language. This is especially true with Jews and Arabs. Their religion and their culture are interwoven and 

their language is essential to maintain their culture and traditions. 

However, Koreans are different from Jews or Arabs. Traditional Korean culture is deeply related to Confucianism 

and Buddhism. Koreans converted to Christianity only recently and feel a conflict between their traditional culture 

and Western Christian culture. Unless this conflict is resolved Korean-Americans will face many problems in 

America. To put it differently, there would be many problems for Korean to establish roots in America with their 

Korean tradition and identity. The Korean churches have a major influence on Korean-Americans. If they ignore the 
traditional culture it will eventually be lost and Korean-Americans may be absorbed by other races in the future. 

The Korean Language Schools in the Washington Area 
On June 20, 1970, the first Korean language school, the Washington Korean School, opened its doors at Trinity 

College, North East Washington, D.C. with help from the Korean Embassy. The principal was Seong Ik Kang, 

education attache at the embassy, and teachers were Kyung Ae Lee, In Sook Won, Ho Kil Kim, Young Hee Kim 

and Joon Rhee. The subjects taught were Korean language, history, social studies, music, Tae Kwon Do and dance. 

There werel20 students ranging in age from six to fifteen. Ho Gil Kim, Jin Hwan Noh, and Harry K. Oh were charter 

members of the school and the first chairman was Kuek Chang. 

The school held a symposium on Korean language education in the United States at the University of Maryland in 

May 1975. Speakers were Woong Soo Kim, Won TaekMoon, Seong Rae Boo, Seon Nyeo Chang, Ho SeokKang, 

Kyung Koo Kang, Dong Nyung Lee, Ki Hyun Han, Byung Seo Kim, Tae Min Shin, Bong Nam Park, Hyun Chil 

Kim, Young Soo Wang, Ho Gil Kim, Byung Yeol Huh and Kyung Yeol Kim. All were well known in the Korean 

community. 

Many Korean schools opened in Korean churches as the number of Korean immigrants grew in the 1970s. 

The number of Korean schools increased from four in the 1970s to thirty in the 1980s. Since Korean language 

instruction was provided at churches while preaching the gospel and having worship services, they experienced 

human resources and space problems. From this problem was launched the movement to merge language schools 
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operated by individual churches with the united Korean language school. The United Korean School of Washington 

at Montgomery College campus was established and the following schools in the Maryland area were merged with 

this school: First Korean School of the First Baptist Church, Spring Brook Korean School of the Korean Baptist 

Church of Washington, Montgomery Korean School of the Montgomery Korean Baptist Church, Sandol Korean 

School of the Sandol Baptist Church, and Dae Sung Korean School of the Dae Sung Korean Baptist Church. The 

school officially opened in Rockville, Maryland on September 10, 1988. 

In the spring of 1990 the United Korean School of Virginia was established in Falls Church, Virginia. The 

following Korean schools in northern Virginia were merged into this school: Central Korean School of Washington 

of the Central Presbyterian Church of Washington, Antioch Korean School of the Antioch Korean Baptist Church, 

McLean Saejong Korean School of the Korean United Methodist Church of Washington, Columbia Korean School 

of the Columbia Korean Baptist Church, Galilee Korean School of the Galilee Methodist Church, Virginia Korean 

School of the Virginia Korean Baptist Church, and the Korean School of the Korean Central Baptist Church. 

At the United Korean School ofVirginia special Korean classes are offered to children of diplomats or employees 

of area branch offices of Korean companies. These classes provide the necessary education in Korean so that the 

students are able to continue at regular schools in Korea once they return there. The United Korean School of Maryland 

received approval from the County Education Department to award credits for Korean language and Korean culture 

classes. As the history of the school lengthened, a scholarship system was put in place in honor of Kyung Ae Lee who 

worked as a language teacher over 30 years. The amount of this scholarship has been increased. 

The principals of the Washington Korean School were: 

1. Seong 1k Kang 

2. Kyung Koo Kang 

3. Jae Eun Lee 

4. Cheol Park 

5. II Young Park 

6. Seo Koo Lee 

7. Phil Sang Lee 

8. Eui Kon Koh 

9. Jong Ahn Park 

10. Kyung Soo Choi 

The principals of the United Korean School were: 

Maryland Campus 

1. Kyung Soo Choi 

2. Woon Jong Hyun 

3. Kwang Ja Lee 

4. Woon Bok Chung 

5. Kyung Yeol Kirn 

6. Soon Ja Kirn 

Virginia Campus 

1. Soo Lin Eoh 

2. Kyung Soo Choi 

3. Kyung Yeol Kirn 

In March 1992 the United Korean School trustees restructured the school as the Korean American Education 

Foundation and it operates the following five organizations. 

United Korean School of Washington (UKSW) 
The United Korean School of Washington has two campuses. One of them is located in Montgomery County and 

the other is in Fairfax County. The school teaches Korean language to students in kindergarten through 12th grade. 
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As of June 2004 there were 48 teachers and about 500 students. The subjects taught are Korean language and culture 

including Korean history, customs, music, folk dance, Tae Kwon Do, and drama. In the summer there is a student 

exchange program with sister schools in Korea. There is a special class for students who will return to Korea and 

enroll regular classes there. There is also a leadership training program and counseling that is offered to students. 

In September 2005 Kyung Yeol Kim was appointed as the first principal of the United Korean School of Washington 

in charge of both the Montgomery and Fairfax campuses. Kim had served as the principal at the Montgomery 

campus for a long time. 

Washington Council for International Studies (WCIS) 
The Washington Council for International Studies assists with education and research in International and multi

cultures, offering an English for Speakers of Other Language (ESOL) program that is for youth or adult students, 

a Teachers of English to Speakers of Korean Language (TESKL) program that is for English teachers, and help in 

finding American families for Korean students who want to stay with them to practice their English or improve their 

conversational skills. It holds seminars in several fields and issues newsletters and collections ofleamed papers. 

Korean-American Education and Research Center 
The Korean-American Education and Research Center was opened in a townhouse in Annandale, Virginia in 

December 1994. The Center provides many books about Korean and American culture, history, politics, economics, 

language, social studies, religion, music and drama. It also provides periodicals, cassettes, and video tapes on those 

subjects. A part of the building is used for seminars and Korean language classes. 

Washington International Education Service 

The Washington International Education Service provides an eight-week intensive Korean language program. It 
also provides a private Korean language program on cable TV and by telephone. It has SAT and PSAT preparation 

programs but has some difficulties operating due to lack of funds. 

Group for Korean School (Hansamo) 

The group for Korean School was established in 2000 by those who love Korean schools to commemorate the 30th 

anniversary of the first Korean language school in the area. This was possible with a $20,000 donation from Dong 

Won Kang and Dong Jin Kang, brothers who attended the school. The Korean School also has provided language 

instructions at public schools but has had to move from one school to another due to high rental fees. The Group for 

Korean School was established on November 20, 2000, to assist with the construction of a school building for the 

United Korean School of Washington. Each member for this group donates $240 each year for five years. Now there 

are approximately 100 members and it has collected about $50,000. 

Status of Korean Language Schools 

As mentioned above, the Korean schools established in 1970 were operated and supported by the Korean Embassy, 

but those established in the 1970s and 1980s were mostly run by religious organizations. Almost all of the schools 

were established by Protestant churches. Only a small number were opened by Catholic churches, Buddhist temples, 

individuals or Korean associations. Accordingly, each school has different style of operation. 
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The schools began with the desire to teach Korean and they did not know how, why, or what to teach. They did not 
know how much they should teach and to whom they should teach. Many schools were closed due to a lack of good 
results and a great deal of time and money was wasted in operating these schools. 

Those who experienced these difficulties decided to establish an association for Korean schools. In 1982 the 
National Association for Korean Schools was organized in Rosslyn, Virginia. Ha Seong Joo (Harold S. Joo) became 
its first chairman. 

The National Association for Korean Schools has been responsible for an exchange of information in teaching, 
researching proper instruction, and publishing educational materials. Through its efforts Korean I, II, and III were 
compiled under the supervision of the Korean Education Department and these materials have been used as textbooks. 
Because those publications lacked scientific data and theory a new book, Korean Education Curriculum has been 
published. 

The National Association for Korean Schools established regional associations to meet local needs. The. first 
regional association was established in the Washington area in 1983. The next regional associations to open were in 
New York City and Chicago. The Washington association sponsors united exhibitions, in-service teacher conferences 
in the spring and fall, Korean language contests; and teachers' night at the end of the year. Hahn Bitt Korean School 
holds an annual Korean composition contest in the Washington area under the sponsorship of the Society for Korean 
Roots. The YMCA sponsors a children's song contest. The New Seoul Korean School sponsors a scientific research 
presentation. 

Professional lectures at college level were provided at the in-service teacher conference. In the fall of 1987 Korean 
grammar by Paul Hotak Choi and Korean language instruction by Woon Bok Chung were three hour-long lectures. 
At each teacher's conference the lectures by guest speakers are noteworthy with observance of actual classroom 
teaching at the school where the conference is held. 

The united literary exhibition of Korean music, dance, play, and Tae Kwon Do has been rotated between Virginia 
and Maryland. 

The following are past chairman of Washington Association of Korean Schools: 

1. Young 11 Yeom 5. Young Ja Oh 
2. IlHoKirn 6. Paul Hotak Choi 
3. Chul Hwangbo 7. Kyung Yeol Kirn 
4. Han Bong Lee 8. InAe Lee 

The Number of Schools in the Area 
Washington area --- 56 schools 
Baltimore area --- 16 schools 

The Issue of Korean Language and Americanization 
Americans came from all over the world. Those who come make an effort to Americanize while preserving their 

cultural heritage. Many minorities operate their own language schools to teach their language and culture. Most 
of them believe American public schools provide adequate education to their children for Americanization, but to 
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preserve a link to their own culture minorities have additional curriculum for their language and culture classes. 

Language and culture are woven together and it is impossible to teach one without the other. Thus, students who 
attend Korean schools are exposed to a bi-cultural environment, American culture and Korean culture. 

Those who immigrated to the U.S. before the 1960s had to learn to speak English based on the melting pot theory 
and to follow American culture, i.e., WASP (white Anglo-Saxon protestant) culture. After 1960 American policy 
was modified to the salad bowl theory based on the Civil Rights Act, the Bilingual Education Act, and the new 
immigration law. American views on multi-culturalism have become positive, allowing minorities to cherish and 
fully develop their own culture. 

In the early part of the 1970s there were two distinctly opposite viewpoints on whether it was necessary to teach 
Korean, Korean culture and history to second generation children in the United States. 

One viewpoint was that increasing your English vocabulary is more important than learning more Korean in order 
to survive and be competitive in mainstream America. The opposing point of view was that even though we are 
living in the U.S., Korean identity should not be changed and so we must keep the Korean language, culture and 
heritage. It was thoroughly debated in the Korean newspapers in the U.S. Professor Nam was one of those against 
Korean language instruction and Professor Park was one of those who was in favor of Korean language instruction. 

As time goes by more Korean-Americans believe that the Korean community should teach Korean and a good 
heritage of filial piety and Confucian values. Those who learned Korean at Korean schools have a strong sense of 
identity and lead successful lives in this multi-cultural environment. 

The following is an example of Mr. C who is a medical doctor and seventy-eight years old: 
Mr. C came to the U.S. in 1953 and had three children. His fifteen year old son and thirteen year old daughter joined 
him in 1960 upon receipt of his permanent resident visa. Mr. C spoke only English at home and never taught Korean 
to his children. He was afraid if his children learned both Korean and English that they would end up not knowing 
either language very well. Moreover, he thought his children needed Americanization. 

Mr. C met many Korean immigrants in Washington in 1975 and came to realize that he had made an irreversible 
mistake. Mr. and Mrs. C tried to teach Korean to their children, but they were already college students and it was 
too late for them to learn Korean. 

Even though his first son and daughter were born in Korea, they did not have an opportunity to speak Korean. The 
son married an American girl and the daughter worked at an American company for a long time. They both have 
completely forgotten Korean. Mr. C laments, "Looking back, it was the most regrettable thing that I have done. At 
that time I was unable to make the right decision and the children were the victims of my poor judgment." 

Movement for Korean Program at University of Maryland 
As reported in the Korea Central Daily on February 26, 2003, the University of Maryland College Park Campus 

could not continue with the Korean language program due to a budget cut by the state government. Once the 
information on the close of the Korean language program was known to the Korean community, Korean-American 
Association of Metropolitan Maryland (president Soon Hee Sohn) began to collect contributions from members 
and Korean organizations for the program and about 90 individuals and some organizations contributed $33,011.35. 
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It cost about $50,000 yearly to have this program continue to teach Korean language and history. The university 

indicated that it would keep the program for the next two years with the extra funds contributed by the Koreans. 

When the funds were delivered to the University James Harris, Dean of Liberal Art School of University of 

Maryland indicated that it was meaningful that area Koreans collected the funds for Korean program and assured 

everyone that the funds would be well used to revive the program. 

Charles Ramsey, Director of the Asian languages program, initiated the program and operated it about ten years. He 

and his wife, Young Hee Kim, a Korean language instructor, indicated that they appreciated the Koran community 

very much for their concern and support. They said that it would be necessary for school authorities, the Korean 

community, and the Korean government to continue supporting the Korean program. 

Recollection of Korean Language School 
By Sung JoonAhn, Graduate of the school's MD Campus (2003) 

I thought of the interview with a University of Pennsylvania graduate some time ago while I was preparing this 

testimony. He asked me what other languages I spoke well. I responded that I could speak Korean and Spanish well. 

He said that I had very special skills and that it would be very important to be able to talk with people in different 

languages in these days. 

The reason is obvious. Your area of communication is widened. For example, when I finish medical school I will 

be able to work in Korea and Spain, too. So, I have more choices. 

I have attended the Korean school for the last ten years. During this period I learned many things. Most students 

want to sleep late on Saturday but I learned to get up early on Saturdays. It was hard to miss cartoons on TV on 

Saturday and sometimes I wanted to sleep late and enjoy the cartoons. 

I gave up sleeping late and cartoons. Sometimes it was because our parents pushed me to. As a result, I could 

attend the Korean school continuously and almost mastered the language. 

I learned a lesson that I had to give up something to gain something through discipline and commitment. As a 

Korean-American I eliminated the limitation of speaking only English as I learned how to speak Korean. I also 

learned Korean history and culture. I now know my Korean identity. I truly learned many things about Korea. 

Especially I learned the beauty of Korean art's 5000-year-history and the wisdom of my ancestors. I am proud as 

a Korean-American to see a prosperous Korea built by courageous Koreans after the ruins of the country left from 

the Korean War. 

It was also impressive to learn calligraphy, Chinese characters, and oriental drawings. We are lucky to have 

opportunities to learn Korean language, history and culture. We are able to learn all these because we have Korean 

schools and we thank to those who provide these opportunities. 

We thank especially to Seon Sook Shin, the language teacher, who taught us in the advanced class, the principal of 

the school and the other teachers. We hope they continue to do a good job for the junior students. 
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8. Growth of the Korean Embassy 

The Korean Embassy is located at 2450 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. When it was first open 

in 1949 the staff numbered only five. Dr. Myun Chang was the Ambassador and Pyo Wook Han and Se Seon Kim 
worked for the embassy with two American secretaries. The staff increased to about 150 by 2003. About half are 

diplomats and the rest are administrative staff employed locally. Diplomats want to work for the Korean embassy in 

Washington, D.C. because they are well treated and there are good schools for their children in the area. They also 

want to work here because the diplomatic relations with the U.S. are important. The names, date of post, and prime 

experience of past ambassadors and consul generals are as follow: 

Ambassador 
1st Myun Chang (February 1949, former premier, vice president, deceased) 

2nd You Chan Yang (April 1951, former chiefnegotiator for Korea-Japan meeting, deceased) 

3rd 11 Kwon Chung (May 1960, former minister of foreign affairs, chairman ofnational assembly, deceased) 

4th Lee Wook Chang (October 1960, former president of Seoul National University, deceased) 

5th 11 Kwon Chung (June 1961) 

6th Jeong Yeo! Kim (April 1963, former prime minister, deceased) 

7th Hyun Cheol Kim (November 1964, former premier, deceased) 

8th Dong Jo Kirn (October 1967, former minister of foreign affairs, deceased) 

9th Byung Choon Hahm (December 1973, former chief of staff, deceased) 

10th Young Sik Kim (April 1977, former minister of foreign affairs, former minister ofunification, deceased) 

11th Byung Hyun Ryu (July 1981, former joint of stafl) 

12th Kyung Won Kim (November 1985, former chief of stafl) 
13th Dong Jin Park (May 1988, former minister of foreign affairs) 

14th Hong Joo Hyun (August 1991, former director of office oflegation) 

15th Seung Joo Han (April 1993, former minister of commerce and industry) 

16th Keon Woo Park (January 1995, former deputy minister of foreign affairs) 

17th Hong Goo Lee (former prime minister) 

18th Seong Cheol Yang (August 2000, former assemblyman) 

19th Seung Joo Han (April 2003, former minister of foreign affairs) 

20th Seok Hyun Hong (February 2005, former publisher of the Korea central daily) 

21st Tae Sik Lee (September 2005) 

Consul Generals 
1st Seong Goo Kirn (1970) 

2nd Jong Ha Yoo (1974, former minister of foreign affairs) 

3rd Chae Gi Oh (1975, deceased) 

4th Tak Chae Han (April 1977) 

5th Hwui Dong Chang (1979, deceased) 

6th Byung Seok Min (November 1979) 

7th Yeon Soo Park (April 1980, deceased) 

8th Dong 1k Lee (February 1982, deceased) 

9th Seung Young Kim (May 1985) 

10th Dong Seok Moon (August 1985) 

11th Ki Moon Ban (August 1987) 
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12th Myung Bae Kim (July 1990) 

13th Jong Rak Kwon (February 1993) 

14th Jin Bae (August 1993) 

15th Jong Chan Won (September 1995) 

16th Seong Yeop Kim (January 1997) 

17th Wook Kim (February 2000) 

18th Hyun Joo Lee (August 2001) 

19th Byung-Kil Han (March 2003) 

20th Byung Goo Choi (September 2004) 

21st Tae Myun Kwon (February 2006) 

Korean-American Scholarship Foundation 
The Korean government established $1.5 million fund for scholarship in 1981 to celebrate the centennial of the 

Korean-American Amity Treaty. The scholarship foundation has been established in the hope that second generation 

Koreans can create an academic atmosphere here, have pride toward the motherland, and to work for the Korean

American community and development of Korea. 

The 50th Anniversary of the Opening of Korean Embassy 
In October 1999 the Korean Embassy celebrated the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Embassy and 

erected a statue of the first Ambassador, Myun Chang. In the fourth floor office of the Consul General they also 

opened a room with material on the diplomatic relations between Korea and the U.S. Americans and the second 

generation Koreans can look up documents, notices of appointments, pictures, all important papers regarding the 

embassy. The room has about 400 documents donated by Dr. Oliver who was the advisor for foreign affairs for 

President Syngman Rhee. 

The Korean Embassy has plans to open the room for diplomatic material to Korean-Americans for studies in 

history and to Americans to better understand Korea. The room is visited by every visitor to Korean Embassy and 
Korean Cultural Center. Ki Back Ryang, who worked for the Library of Congress, helped arrange the material. The 

material was collected from individuals familiar with the history of Korean immigration and other Koreans. 

At the opening ceremony of the room for diplomatic material, Dr. Ryang thanked those who helped with the 

opening of the room and said he would do his best to collect more material. He also stated that after the passing of 

50 years since the establishment of the Republic of Korea, there is no material about Korea in many universities or 

colleges in the United States. He had a hard time locating material about Dr. Myun Chang, the first Ambassador to 

the U.S. 
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- Chapter Four -

Korean Community in the Washington Area 

1. Korean Culture and Art in the Washington Area 
Korean culture and art: literature, art, traditional culture, play, music, architecture 

(Written by Haeng Ja Kim, Poet) 

Looking at What Has Happened 

The 21st century is the era of culture. The culture of a nation is connected to the characteristics of its people. The 

economic power of a nation is influenced by its culture. History tells us that it is essential to understand the society 

and culture of another nation in order to have closer ties with that nation politically and economically. The power of 

culture is as important as politics and economy. As anthropologist Alexander Allend stated, a culture is not inherited; 

it is a process constantly adjusted by circumstances. We need to trace the footsteps of our first immigrants to the 

sugar plantations of Hawaii to learn the history of Korean culture and art in the Korean community of the United 

States. Unfortunately, no records exist that trace the development of the culture and art formed by Koreans from the 

early days of immigration to the present. 

On January 13, 1903, the first group of Korean immigrants set sail on the Gaelic, an American commercial ship, on 

their way to Honolulu, on the Hawaiian island of Maui. There were 102 Koreans in the group. They labored for 69 

cents a day, ($20 a month), at sugar plantations. The work was hard and physically damaging, yet they were still able 

to send money home to support the education of their children and the movement for Korean independence. Any 

cultural and art activities were almost impossible for the early immigrants before the 1950s because of the Japanese 

annexation of Korea and the tragedy of the Korean War. 

In 2003 Korean-Americans had numerous events to celebrate the 100th anniversary of immigration to the United 

States and to recognize the accomplishments of the first immigrants. Events took place in Hawaii, Washington, 

D.C., Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City, Atlanta, San Francisco, and Philadelphia. These events provided an 

opportunity for Korean-Americans to be conscious of the Korean culture. 

According to the book, 'Their Footsteps,' published by the Hawaii Korean Immigration Association in 1994, 

Korean immigration came in four waves. The first wave of Korean immigrants consisted of about 7,000 Koreans 

who came between 1903 and 1905, including 102 Koreans who worked at the sugar plantations. The second wave 

was Korean women called 'picture brides' who came to the United States to marry those men who could not marry 

because Korean brides were not available. The men and women exchanged pictures and the brides were brought 

to Hawaii with the assistance of plantation owners and pastors. They came to marry mostly old bachelors between 
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1912 and 1924. The third wave was students, Korean War orphans, and Korean women who married American 

servicemen. This wave of immigrants came to the U.S. between 1947 and 1967. The fourth wave was Koreans 

who immigrated to the U.S. after the 1965 amendment of the immigration law. They came to the U.S. after 1968 to 

work as professors, pastors, pharmacists, nurses, medical doctors, tourist agents, and businessmen. The community 

this fourth wave of immigrants formed is very different from those of the other three waves. Their living conditions 

were far better than those of Koreans in previous waves. They tended to be highly educated and possessed skills 

and capabilities their predecessors lacked. They settled in larger cities and are achieving the American dream in this 

country of opportunity. They are keenly interested in their children's education. 

Korean culture in the Washington area consists of activities in the creative arts by Korean immigrants who have 

settled in this area. From this perspective the cultural activities in this area began when a group of thirty Korean 

students established the Washington Korean Student Association in 1955. These elite students formed the association 

to promote their friendship and exchange information. The association first published 'The Torch' as the publication 

of the association. The association also published a directory of Koreans in the area. There were not many Koreans 

in the area in the 1950s and the association's activities represented the entire Korean community then. 

In the fall of 1959 the Washington Korean Student Association presented a drama, 'Wedding Day'. At that time 

the president of the association was Dong Seon Park ( 4th) and the Director of Culture was Sook Hee Yang. The play 

was directed by Choon Taik Suh with Seok Hong Park playing the bridegroom, Helen Park portraying the bride, and 

Jin Goo Lee portraying the matchmaker. Director Suh borrowed a palanquin and small tools from the Office of the 

Consul General in New York City for this play. The same drama, 'Wedding Day' was recently revived and well

received, 45 years after the first performance. 

On December 5, 1967, a musical concert was held for the year-end-party and scholarship fund at the Teamsters 

building in downtown D.C. Well-known singers Myung Hwa Chung, Young Wook Kim, Keon Woo Baek, Seon 

Kil Kim and Nam Kil Kim came from New York to perform. The prpfits from the concert were used to establish 

the Korean-American Scholarship Foundation on December 16, 1968, to help self-supporting Korean students with 

their education. One of the performers, Young Wook Kim, was only 18 years old at the time and had been awarded 

the first prize from the Merriweather Post Contest in 1965. 

The 1965 amendment to the U.S. immigration law that followed the third wave of Korean immigrants was based on 

President John F. Kennedy's 'New Frontier' policy. The fourth wave of Korean immigrants has come to the United 

States since 1970. Naturally, the activities of traditional Korean culture, literature, music, art, dance, architect, and 

gymnastics have expanded. The main players in these activities have been those who played in their fields before. 

The 1.5 and second generations of immigrants are challenging their cultural positions in the mainstream American 

community. 

The history of Korean immigrants has been researched and corrected in larger cities in the United States since 

the events celebrating the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration in 2003. However, the half-century history of 

Korean-American culture has not yet been accurately reported. The history ofKorean-American culture and art must 

be written for the new generations. Fortunately, a research book was published in Korea as a reference for Korean

American writers. Professor Kyu Ik Cho compiled all the literary articles that appeared in Shin Han Sin Bo, a daily 

newspaper, before the liberation of Korea in 1945, and published them under the title, 'Korean-American Literature 

Before Liberation' in 1999. Professor Seon Mo Yoo, an English professor ofKyunggi University published a book 

titled, 'American Minority Literature and Understanding,' and it dealt with literature written in English. These two 

156 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



publications are good resources for examining Korean-American literature. 

Additionally, on May 20, 2003, professors Hyo Goo Chung and Dong Ha Lee published a research paper titled, 

'Study of Korean-American Literature'. They reviewed publications by the first generation of immigrants together 

with those writings ofrecent Korean-Americans. 

Identity of Korean-American Literature and Art 
The first generation of Korean immigrants left their home country for the United States, leaving their hearts in 

Korea. They now number over 2 million. The history of immigration goes back a century. What then, is the self

portrait of Korean-American culture and art? How has the culture been formed through this long period? Over 

such a long period, it is natural that the first generation of immigrants has a strong connection to the culture of the 

motherland and modem technology has helped them stay close to the Korean culture. While they want their children 

to be Americanized, they want to keep traditional Korean culture alive with a minimal impact from new American 

culture. 

We should escape from our self-image as a minority group, which is somewhat isolating, join the American 

community, and regard the United State as our country but our emotions hinder us from doing so. We can find the 

place our culture and art holds when we look back to see what has happened in our culture and art. We need to create 

our immigration culture while keeping our traditional culture and the history of our developing culture in mind. It 

is a problem that support from the Korean government and Korean-American community has been lacking in this 

endeavor. We have seen many cultural organizations start with good intentions and end soon after due to financial 

difficulties. 

We can connect ourselves to the world with a fingertip nowadays. In the United States we can watch various art 

performances from Korea and simultaneously watch the news broadcast in Korea through satellite systems. We 

read Korean daily newspapers here and therefore, we do not feel the need to be localized here. In the 1970s, many 

Koreans immigrated to the U.S. These first generation immigrants have children in various professional jobs in 

the mainstream society. Most of them are now retired and financially settled. They have the time through which a 

natural interest in cultural life develops. It follows that they participate in cultural activities. They should not dwell 

exclusively in Korean culture but should embrace multi-cultures. In this way the Korean community will grow 

naturally as a multi-race community. 

Globalization of Korean Culture and Art 
To globalize Korean culture and art we should reinvent our traditional products and thoughts to touch the feelings of 

all people around the world. This is the task for our culture and art. In the field ofliterature, Chang Rae Lee received 

public attention for his novels, 'Native Speaker', and 'A Gesture Life'. His third book, 'Aloft', received positive 

reviews and comments. He wrote about the common American life, not the immigrant's life. That is why his book 

has been so highly rated. Inda Sue Park, a fairy tale writer who received the Newberry prize in 2002, stated that she 

tried to express the emotions of ordinary human beings, not just those of Koreans. It is important that Korean artists 

in this country remember the importance of universality in their activities. 

Within the category of art, literature is an art of language. Here we experience the problems of translation. We 

experienced the same race struggle in the Korean War. We have had painful experiences due to the Korean War and 

have had a divided nation for over half a century, yet no book by a Korean author about the Korean War has received 

a Nobel Prize. 
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Korean writers must work hard to produce literature with which the people of the world can identify emotionally. 

Such books must be selected and translated into English by the second generation of writers who have a better 

command of English. The Korean community must immediately provide and support as many good translators as 

possible. 

Support of Korean Unification from the Field of Culture and Art 
Our ancestors loved the arts. In ancient times they performed sacrificial rites to heaven that became the origin of 

Korean arts. Our spirits exalted our culture and art but there has been division since the Korean War. We need to 

rejoin those that have been separated for over a half century. The ideological differences formed over the half century 

are the biggest problem. The unification cannot be accomplished just by removing the border line. You can look at 

Germany to see the truth of this. West Germany and East Germany were reunited on November 9, 1989, but their 

cultural differences present problems in their social unity even today. 

Once a unified Korea is restored and trust develops, the true Korean culture and art will emerge through social and 

cultural exchange programs between South and North Korea. Artists in Korea have limitations imposed politically in 

their exchange programs with other countries, including North Korea. Korean-American artists have the advantage 

of freedom to promote the globalization of Korean culture and art. Because of this the Korean community in the 

Washington area can and should play an important role in the exchange of cultural programs with North Korea. Such 

exchange programs could be expanded to indirectly lead the unification of Korea. When cultural exchanges are 

activated between South and North Korea, Korean-Americans will be helpful in the unification of Korea. Individual 

artists from North Korea have had their paintings exhibited in the United States several times. The American Council 

for Democratic Unification published a book in 1999 titled, 'Come to the Day of Unification'. This book provides 

information on North Korea and expresses the wishes of Koreans for unification. Another book about unification was 

published by Hyun Joo Lee, former diplomat and president of the North Korean KEDO Kumho office. The title of 

the book is 'Torch and Candle,' subtitled, ' Their only heaven standing at the edge of cliff." It was published in June 

2003. The eighth book of 'Washington Literature' contains 14 poems about unification under the title of 'Comer of 

Poems on Unification' . They were written by Korean poets and Korean-American poets in the area including Eun 

Koh, Sang Ko Choi, Jennifer R. Kim, Haeng Ja Kim, Soon Paik, Kyung Sik Lee, Chang Hyun Yim, Young Dae 

Cha and Kwon Huh. Also included were articles about speeches by North Korean escapees, trips to North Korea 

and visits to North Korean families that had appeared in the newspapers. Recently, the Korean-American National 

Council in the U.S. (president: Joon Ki Hyun) has sponsored group tours to North Korea for Koreans overseas to 

visit historical and cultural sites. 

1) Literature 

The First Poems Book, 'The Horizon' 
The earliest literature of Korean-American writers is the collection of untitled poems by Yong Woon Choi, a living 

witness to the history of the Korean immigration to Hawaii. 

In the Twilight of South/ Mail Boat in the Spring Wind Far Away/ Separated Relatives and Tombs of Ancestors/ 

Who Knows My Sorrow/ Birds Cry without Tears/Flowers Smile without Sound/Who Knows Our Happiness and 

Sorrow are other poems by Choi. 

These poems express the sadness of the Korean immigrants to Hawaii who worked as laborers at sugar plantations 
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far away from the motherland. They left their relatives and the tombs of their ancestors in Korea and missed them 

deeply. The poems also express the sadness of Korean ladies longing for a Korea they could not visit. The literature 

before · the liberation of Korea represents the sorrow of Koreans overseas. In an article in Shin Han Min Bo, a 

widely circulated newspaper, Professor Dong Ha Lee assessed the novels written by Korean-Americans before the 

liberation of Korea as amateur writing. Korean immigration literature consists of work produced in English and 

work produced in Korean. The first of these writers to produce work in English, Younghill Kang, published 'Green 

Roof' in 1931, giving the English publications a history of about 70 years. However, the Korean publications by 

Korean-Americans came out starting in the 1970s, so their history is considerably shorter. Many Koreans have 

immigrated to the U.S. since the 1970s and literary men's associations have been formed in large cities across the 

U.S. Their literary activities have been active and their writing has been carried in papers, magazines, and books. 

The directory, 'Literature in America,' published in 2002, contains names of about 500 writers. Among them the 

poets are the most numerous and publications of poetry books have been common. 

Most of the writing by Korean-Americans was done in Korean. The first book of poems is 'The Horizon'. Under 

the leadership of Gap Joo Hwang, a poet in Los Angeles, 'The Horizon' was published in 1973. Korean poets across 

America submitted poems, including Jin Choon Kirn, Si Myeon Kirn, Byung Hyun Kirn, Jin Young Seok, Yong Jin 

Chung, Young Sook Park, Won Koh, Jong Ki Ma, Gap Soo Hwang and Yeon Hong Choi. The poems were typed, 

not printed, but the publication of the book of poems had historic meaning because it represented activity of the 

Korean literary men in the United States. The second edition of'The Horizon' was published in 1974 and the third 

was published in 1976. Korean literary men referred to the 1970s as 'the era of The Horizon'. The second book 

contained a message that it hoped its publication would prevent the sloppy Americanization of Korean immigrants, 

The first book contained a message of hope that the sorrow of Korean Americans, who left so much behind, would 

be eased by reading Korean poems. Unfortunately 'The Horizon' stopped production after the fourth book. Sang 

Ok Song and other poets who came to Los Angeles established the Korea Literature Society of America and began 

to publish 'Korean Literature of America' in 1983. It was published every year thereafter and in the summer of2002 

it started to be published four times a year. 

In addition, 'Literary World' (publisher: Won Koh) has been published in Los Angeles. The Association ofKorean

American Poets has published 'Foreign Land' and 'Literature Overseas' (publisher: Yoon Ho Cho). 

'Rayon Sea' 
Throughout the 100-year history of Korean immigration our ancestors sent funds to support Korean independence 

from Japanese rule and participated in the democratization of Korea when Korea was governed by dictators. In 
the history of Korean-American literatire, two publications from the Kwangju democracy movement are worth 

mentioning. They are 'Ray on Sea' and 'Flare of May'. The preface of 'Ray on Sea,' published in October 1980, 

dedicated the book of poems to the souls of the Kwangju victims who were killed by military dictators. The poets 

contributing to the collection included Won Koh, Yeon Hong Choi, Gap Joo Hwang, In Sook Kirn, Jin Young Seok, 

Se Bang Lee, and Chang Yoon Lee. The book has 33 poems and is subtitled 'Poems by seven Korean-American 

poets'. 

The editors of 'Ray on Sea' stated that the poems reveal the waves of effort to highlight the history of Korea and 

that the little publication shows that Koreans who had emigrated shared the same feelings with the Kwangju fighters 

for democracy even though their feelings were not as intense as the Kwangju people with their indomitable spirits. 

Six of the same authors published 'Flare of May' on May 17, 1983. It has 37 poems. These two collections of poem 

books showed that Korean-Americans in the United States participated in the anti-dictatorship movement in Korea. 
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They are indeed historic literature. 

Won Koh of Los Angeles translated a poetry collection titled, 'South Korean Poets of Resistance' into English in 

1980. The book has 13 poems written by Ji Ha Kim, Seong Woo Yang, Eun Koh, and Won Koh. The poems appear 

both in Korean and in English with pictures drawn by Sin Seok Kang. The book's publication was timely and many 

readers purchased it. 

Korean Literary Books Written in English 
Professor Seon Mo Yoo has analyzed the Korean-American literature written in English, starting with a novel, 

'When I was a Boy', by Il Han Ryu that was published in 1928. He categorized the literature in 30 year segments. 

He did a comparative analysis on the work, categorizing it by time and subject. The trend of Korean-American 

writers in the 1930s was to pursue Korean identity and the American dream. 

What was striking about Il Han Ryu 's book was that it was written in English by a first generation Korean immigrant 

and that it was non-fiction. As previously mentioned, a writer recognized in the 1930s was Younghill Kang (1899-

1972). For his book, 'The Grass Roof,' a long novel based on stories from his youth of the Japanese annexation 

of Korea and the March 1, 1999 Independence Movement, Kang received a Guggenheim Award and a Book of the 

Century Award. After Kang, Korean literary work in English was absent for a long time until Young Ik Kim and Eun 

Gook Kim (Richard E. Kim) produced their work. These two authors and others were first generation immigrants 

in the 1960s and their novels were written about Korean identity and their own immigration life stories. Young Ik 

Kim (1920-1995) wrote his masterpiece, 'The Wedding Shoes,' and it was published in Haper's Bazaar in New York 

City in June 1956. 'The Wedding Shoes' was introduced on TV, movies, ballet, and in a selection ofliterary work 

in England and other countries. Kim published 'Love in Winter' in West Germany in 1956 and 'The Seed Money' 

in Paris, France in 1958. Kim's short stories, 'The Village Wine' (1976), and 'From Below The Bridge' (1958) were 

selected as the best American short stories written by foreigners. Kim's book titled, 'The Happy Days' (1960), was 

cited as an excellent book of the year by The New York Times. Eun Gook Kim (Richard E. Kim) published, 'The 

Martyred' in 1964, 'The Innocent' in 1968, and 'The Lost Name' in 1970. Kim was a first class writer in mainstream 

literature in the U.S. 

IndukPark, who was one of the writers of the 1960s, published a novel, 'The September Monkey'. It was the first 

novel that a Korean woman wrote in English. She was the first feminist and practitioner for the equality of the sexes 

in Korea. 

Writers of the 1980s include Nanyoung Kim, who published 'Clay Walls' in 1986; Theresa Hakkyoung Cha, 

known as Dictee, who wrote the modern Korean history in the post modernism style and who died young; Peter 

Hyun, who published 'Man Sei!" in 1986; and Ty Park, who published 'Guilt Payment' in 1983. Their writing was 

based on Korean traditions and patriotism. Nanyoung Kim's 'Clay Walls' was a candidate for the Pulitzer Prize. 

1.5 generation Korean-American writers Gyeon Sil Kang (Connie Kang), Helie Lee, Heinz Insu Fenkle, Chang Rae 

Lee, and Nora Okja Keller wrote novels based on the difficulties they and their parents faced as immigrants. They 

pursued their own identity while Americanizing themselves in the mainstream. The United States is a country of 

immigrants but Americans have their own unique identity and cultural heritage. In other words, if an immigrant has 

a strong awareness only about his race or family, he cannot truly become a member of the American community. 

Seon Mo Yoo concluded that if you do not merge with American mainstream society and culture and instead relate 

only to your racial identity, you will be isolated as a minority group. He continued that the American dream can only 
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be realized when you are part of both the Korean and American cultures to overcome the difference between them. 

Korean-American writers should keep this in mind. 

In 1997 the Institute for Korean-American Culture published a poetry collection in English titled, 'Mother and 

Dove'. The collection included the work of Washington area poets Yeon Hong Choi, Chang Hyun Yim, and Haeng 

Ja Kim, and of Florida poet He Sin Han. The picture used on the cover was painted by Jennifer R. Kim. For the 

publication commemorating the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration to Hawaii in 2003, Stephen Henkin of 

The Washington Times selected 37 Korean-American authors from those whose literary work in English had been 

listed in 'Surfacing Sadness' and 'Picture Bride'. To avoid duplication, the works of Chang Rae Lee, Eun Gook Kim 

(Richard E. Kim), and Cathy Song were not selected because they were included in 'Century of The Tiger' published 

by the Publication Department of Hawaii University to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Koran immigration 

to Hawaii. However, the Korean version of 'Picture Bride' did include the work of Chang Rae Lee, Eun Gook Kim 

(Richard E. Kim) and Cathy Song. The publication of 'Surfacing Sadness' was participated in by a group of genre 

writers. The work of Korean-Americans was introduced in the American community through this publication. It also 
served as a bridge between work of the first generation immigrants and second generation immigrants. 

The 1.5 and the Second Generation Writers in the 1990s 
The 21st century is the century of multi-racial and multi-cultural society. American culture has been reshaped by 

the influence of immigrants from all over the world. 

There }Vere changes for minority writers in the 1990s, notably the awarding of the Nobel Prize for Literature to Toni 

Morrison, for 'The Bluest Eye' in 1993 and the Pulitzer Prize for the 1982 publication, 'The Color Purple' by Alice 

Walker. These awards were a first for the African-American community. Korean-American writers produced a great 

deal of their work in this same period. Chang Rae Lee came to the U.S. at age 3 with his immigrant parents, majored 

in English at Yale University and went on to publish 'Native Speaker', receiving a Hemingway Foundation Pen 

Award in April 1996. This American P.E.N. Club award is presented to the author of the year's best novel. He also 

received the 'Great New Writer award from Barnes and Noble. Based on his immigrant experience and published in 

1995, 'Native Speaker' made Lee famous. His books 'A Gesture Life', published in 1999, and 'Aloft', published in 

2004, received good reviews from the American media. 

The Arts Section of the New York Times on March 9, 2005, stated that Chang Rae Lee made use of subtle 

expressions for various events in his novels 'Cancer', 'Bankruptcy', and 'Disappearance'. The article further stated 

that the language Lee used to describe the complexities of the circumstances surrounding the novels' protagonist 

must be read several times for full understanding. 

The emergence of Chang Rae Lee provided both hope and a challenge to those Korean writers who wrote only for 

first generation immigrants. It was also a turning point for Korean-Americans in the expansion of Korean literature 

into mainstream community. In addition to Chang Rae Lee, well known writers of the 1990s include Gyeon Sil Kang 

(Connie Kang), editor of the LA Times' library, for her book 'Home Was The Land of Morning Calm' (1995), Helie 

Lee, a bestselling author, for her book 'Still Life with Rice' (1996), and Young Jin Park (Linda Sue Park), recipient 

of the New Bay prize in 2002 for her third book 'Single Shard'. Park also authored 'Seesaw Girl', listed among 100 

books selected for their excellence by the New York City Library in 1999, 'Kite Fighters', one ofa list of excellent 

books selected by Chicago City Library in 2000, and 'My Name is Miyako', the story of the writer's mother before 

the liberation of Korea. 
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Mia Yoon's autobiographical novel 'House of The Winds' (1998) is used as a text book in American high schools 

and colleges. Her book attracted the attention of many people. She contributes articles to 'Evergreen Review', a 

magazine published in New York City. Second generation Korean immigrants Frances & Ginger Park, siblings 

living in Washington, D.C., published 'My Freedom Trip: A Child's Escape from North Korea' and 'Queen Bee', 

for which they won a prize given to writers of fairy stories by the Association of International Libraries. They were 

selected as good writers by the parents of students and also published 'Where on Earth is My Bagel?' and 'Good Bye 

382 Shindang Dong' in 2002. Yang Sook Choi was awarded first prize in the picture book division for her fairy story 

'The Name Jar' in 2002 from the Chicago Public Library. 

Marie Lee published 'Finding My Voice' in 1992 and 'Saying Good Bye' in 1994. These books were about the 

identity of Korean-Americans. Nora Okja Keller, a 1.5 generation immigrant who teaches American humanities 

for Asian students at Hawaii University, published several books. She received a Pushcart Prize for her short story 

'Mother Tongue,' which was carried in the 1995 publication 'Comfort Women'. Cathy Song is the best known of 

the Korean-American poets who are still actively contributing. She is a third generation Korean immigrant whose 

grandfather was a laborer at the sugar plantation in Hawaii and whose grandmother was one of the picture brides. 

Cathy published her first book of poems, 'Picture Bride', in 1983. For this book she received a Young Poet prize 

from Yale University, the Frederic Volk prize, the Shelly Memorial prize, and the Hawaii Literary prize. She has 

been very active in the American literary community for about 20 years. Her second poetry collection, 'Frameless 

Window, Squares of Light', came out in 1988. She published the collections 'School Figures' in 1994 and 'The Land 

of Bless' in 2001. 

Myung Mi Kim, an assistant professor in the Literature Department of San Francisco State University who holds 

a Masters Degree in Literature from Johns Hopkins University, published three poetry books, 'Under Flag' in 1991, 

'The Bounty' in 1996, and 'Dura' in 1997. Yang Hee Kim (Patti Kim), who immigrated to the U.S. at age 4 and 

received her B.A and M.A. in English from the University of Maryland, published her first novel, 'A Cat Called 

Reliable' in 1997, for which she received a literature prize from Towson University. This book was recommended 

for a Book of the Month Club Stephen Crane Award. The New York Times reviewed this book and declared that the 

novel's language was elegant and that the story was developed with precision and confidence. Susan Choi, a new 

writer in American mainstream literature who graduated from Cornell University, was born to a Korean American 

father and a Russian Jewish mother. Her first literary work, 'The Foreign Student,' was published in 1998. She also 

published 'American Women' in 2004. The New York Public Library selected this book as a candidate for a Young 

Lions prize. She was selected as a Guggenheim Foundation Fellow and received $36,000 for research and study in 

literature. Heinz Insu Fenkl, the daughter of a German father and Korean mother, published several novels including 

'Memories of My Ghost Brother' (1996) and 'Mimosa Sector' (1997). She teaches Asian American Literature at 

Vassar College. Dan Lee, the editor ofliterary journal 'Plough Shaves', spent his youth in Tokyo and Seoul. He 

received a Push Cart Prize for his book 'The Price of Eggs in China,' an O' Henry Award for his book, 'The Possible 

Husband', and the Sue Kaufman Prize for his 'Yellow'. He was also a finalist for the National Magazine Award. 

'Homesick', First Poetry Magazine in the Washington Area 
Literature is the expression of human thoughts through poems, novels, essays, and miscellaneous writing. The 

'Torch,' mentioned earlier, was issued irregularly between 1960 and 1970 by the Washington Student Korean 

Association and was intended to serve as a newsletter for Korean students and immigrants here who were lonely 

for the motherland. It gradually began to carry information on the Korean Embassy and Korean community and 

became an all-around magazine for area politics, the economy, society and culture. It contained some poems, fairy 

tales, essays and short stories. Starting in the 1970s Korean language newspapers printed their readers' literary 
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submissions, which encouraged Korean writers to strive for greater accomplishments. The Korean Pen Club of 

Washington was established by Soon Hyun Kim in September 1975 and 'Homesick,' a poetry magazine, was 

published in April 1976. 

'Homesick' was first published in memory of the April 19 Revolution and it contained poems, essays and fairy 

stories. It had a poem declaring national salvation and Seok Heon Hahm 's article, 'April 19 Event is a Revolution'. 

It also carried 'Painter Nakdong,' written by exile Mi Reuk Lee. 'Painter Nakdong' is part of the German text book 

for students. Essays by Jae Choon Kim, Byung Hyun Oh, Soon Hyun Kim and Ki Seop Shim were also included. 

'One Seed', by Soon Hyun Kim, appeared on the first page with the subtitle, 'Poets' Statements of Conscience in 

the New Year', followed by poems of Won Koh, Yeon Hong Choi, Soon Hee Kang, Taek Yong Kim, Jae Young 

Chun, Man Hwa Kim, Rok Young Lee, Cho Han and Alex Kwangsu Ho. Soon Hyun Kim wrote an introduction, 

'Words for the First Publication,' that stated the purpose of 'Homesick' as being, "to overcome our homesickness 

and hopelessness as we live thousands miles away from our motherland ... We must establish the right view of our 

life to become someone like skinny Socrates and not like a fat pig and to be aware that we are all humans on earth 

with hopes to be realized." 

The second issue of 'Homesick' was published 5 months later in the autumn of 1976. It was issued two more times 

before Hyun Soon Kim was killed in an auto accident in Baltimore and the magazine was discontinued. In 1977 

Jeong Hyun Kim published his essay book, 'Jonsirnmae'. Dae Wook Chang, a Modem Literature contributor, began 

to publish his writings in the Korean newspapers in 1977. He passed away in 1998. He assisted with typing and 

editing the articles for 'Torch' and included his series of essays under the pseudonym 'Child in a Chinese class'. He 

translated 'People in Galilee' into Korean, wrote 'A History of Korean Churches in the Washington Area' in 1998, 

'Dual Citizenships' in 1990, and 'Follow the Ages and Winds' in 1991. 

In 1981 Yeon Hong Choi began to publish his poems in the Korea Times. Around the same time the Korean YMCA 

invited Yong 1k Kim, a famous writer in Pittsburgh, to Washington to give a speech. A full-page article about Kim 

was published in the Washington Post's Sunday Outlook section. Kyung 11 Ma, Myung Hee Kim, Young Kim, and 

Sook Hee Park participated in literary nights held from time to time in Korean churches and hosted by the Korean 

YMCA. It was around this time that writers in the Baltimore area began their activities. Ji Hyun Lee's translation 

of 'Letter to a Child Never Born' was published in 1980. Wife, business woman and mother Min Seon Kim wrote a 

book of poems titled, 'Calling with What' in 1989 published by Myung Ryun Dang in Seoul. 

Korean Writers Group 
Korean literary activities began in the United States when novelist Sang Ok Song and poets Byung Hyun Kim, 

Ho Kil Kim, Dal Moon Chun, and Soon Chang Kwon established the Korean Literature Society of America in 1982 

with other writers who had produced literary works in Korea. Prior to the formation of the Society there was limited 

literary activity by Won Koh, Gap Joo Hwang, Se Bang Lee, Young Ae Hwang, Yong Jin Chung, Yoon Ho Cho, 

Yong Pal Kim and others. 

In 1987 the Korean Poets Association of America was founded by Dal Moon Chun, Soon Tae Song, Moon Hee Kim, 

and Seong Hee Cho. As the population of Korean immigrants grew, the number of writers' groups also grew. A few 

of them are the Union of Korean Writers in the World, the Korean Writers Association in Overseas, Christian Writers 

in America, the Korean Essay Writers Association in America, and the Korean Novelists Association in America. 

The writers' groups were established in big cities as well. The Korean Writers Association of the Eastern United 

States was founded in New York City, and writers associations were formed in Chicago, Hawaii, San Francisco and 
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Atlanta. 

The Korean Poets and Writers Group was founded on May 26, 1990, in the Washington area. The Potomac PEN 

Club was founded in July 1990 but the International PEN Club requested that it change its name and the new name 

chosen was the Korean Women's Essayists Club of Washington. Fragrance of Poetry was founded in Korea in 

1990. Some members of Fragrance of Poetry in the Washington area founded Korean Poetry in America in January 

2004. There are also other groups founded in the United States that are a branch of an organization in Korea. One of 

them is International PEN Korea Center U.S. Eastern Division, founded on August 30, 2002. Another is Whabaek 

Literature Society Washington Division, founded in 1999 by Seon Hyun Kim, a now deceased poet. The members 

of the Christian Literary Society in New York City visit the Washington area regularly. 

Korean Poets and Writers Group in the Washington Area 
Byung Seop Ban, who was president of the Korean Literature Society in Canada, came to Washington, D.C. to 

work as a church pastor. On January 14, 1990, he had a meeting in his office and formed a preparation committee to 

establish a literary association. Yeon Hong Choi chaired the preparation committee and Chang Hyun Yim became 

responsible for drafting the charter. Byung Seop Ban, Jennifer R. Kim, Han Ok Kim and Jae Hoon Ahn were 

members of the committee. On May 26, 1990, the Korean Poets and Writers Group in the Washington Area were 

established. Yeon Hong Choi accepted the position of president and Haeng Ja Kim and Chang Hyun Yim became 

vice presidents. Kwon Huh served as executive secretary of the association and the financial officer was Kyung Ae 

Won. The association held monthly presentations of literature. The awards for new writers in the first year were 

given to In Gook Yoo (poetry), Chang Hyun Yim ( essay), Seol Hee Ahn (short story), and Seong Geon Yoo (poetry 

in English). Book publishing parties were held for In Gook Yoo's poetry book 'Month of Birth', Yeon Hong Choi's 

poetry book 'Autumn Vocabularies', and the short story 'Eve' published in English and Korean. In 1991 the group 

published its first anthology of the writings of its members, 'Washington Literature'. On November 10, 1991, the 

Korean Traditional Culture Center sponsored a literature night and poems were read. The center also published a 

literary book. 

In 1991 the Korean Poets and Writers Group appointed Byung Seop Ban president. The group held presentations 

of members' work at the Korean Traditional Culture Center and Korean churches in the area. The awards in the 

second year were presented to Myung Ja Yoon (novel), In Bok Song (poetry), Seo Ryong Lee (poetry) and Eui Cheol 

Myung (poetry). The second volume of 'Washington Literature' was published in 1992. Book publishing parties 

were held for Won Ro Lee's book of poems, 'Beyond Light and Darkness' and Dae Wook Chang's essay book 'Wind 

and Time'. In 1992 Kwon Huh became president of the group and invited Jin Rok Wee, a literary analyst from Los 

Angeles; Moon Hee Kim, a poet from Seoul; and Song Hee Kim, a poet from New York, to discuss the exchange 

of Korean literature. Yeon Hong Choi, Myung Hee Kim, and Kyung 11 Ma translated Allen Ginsburg's 'Howl' into 

Korean and the translation was published in 1990. The Arts Information Quarterly published a special edition of the 

poems and essays of Washington area poets and writers. The Dong A Ilbo in Washington published poems, essays, 

and short stories by members of the group as a special features series. 

Young Ah Yoo and Haeng Ja Kim won first place poetry awards in literary contests sponsored by the Korea Times 

in Los Angeles, and Seol Hee Ahn won the non-fiction award for her short story about immigration in a contest 

sponsored by the Korea Times in New York. 

In June 1993 a book publishing party was held for 'Practice for Separation,' an essay book by Chang Hyun Yim. In 

1994 Kwon Huh invited Jae Reung Park, a poet in Korea, to select award winners for the fourth year of competition. 
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The awards were given to Gwui Soon Kwon and Yang Ja Park for the new writers prizes, Sook Young Im for poetry, 

Hee Jeong Yoon and Soo Jeong Shin for the English poetry prizes, Monica Sohn for essays (a work of merit), and In 
Seon Choi for his novel. The Korean Poets and Writers Group and the Washington PEN Club sponsored a literary 

lecture by Jae Reung Park. 

Book publishing parties were held for 'You Don't Buy Time When You Buy a Watch,' a poetry by In Bok Song and 

'East West South and North,' an essay book by Walter Wansoo Byun. In 1995, the fifth year awards were given, the 

award for new writers went to Moon Ja Lee for her poem 'Longing For,' and to He Sin Han for her poem 'Forest' as 

works of merit. A monument inscribed with the poem, 'If you are descendants of offspring of the same forefather' by 

Byung Seop Ban was erected in a park pavilion in Canada. Chang Hyung Im 's poetry was selected for publication by 

'American Literature' and 'Chosun Literature' . His poetry was also selected as a work of merit in the literary contest 

held by the Korea Times in Los Angeles, for which his Choong Ang University alumni association held a party to 

congratulate him. On November 4, 1995, a book publishing party was held for, 'He appears when I close my eyes', 

a poetry book by Haeng Ja Kim. Kim was appointed president of the Korean Poets and Writers Group at this time. 

In the spring of 1996 Soon Chang Kwon, president of the Korean Literature Society of America in Los Angeles, and 

Byung Seop Ban, a poet in Canada, visited Washington. A book publishing party was held for Yeon Hong Choi for 

his book 'From Madonna to Clinton' and he gave a lecture on how to write a poem. There were no new writer award 

winners in the sixth year but In Ki Kim and Ann Park received Work of Merit awards in the field of poetry, Soo II 

Chun was selected for his essay and Phil Myung Kang received a merit in the novel division. 

Toe.first Potomac Riverside Korean Cultural Festival was held on the Virginia side of Great Falls on October 

19, 1996, to promote creative writing for Korean immigrants and to increase the number of writers in the Korean 

community. Literary lectures and a composition contest were held and Elizabeth Kim received first prize for her 

English poetry. Jeong Ja Lee and John Oh received prizes for their poems. Young Hoon Choi received first prize 

for his essay and Sony Kim and Boo Soon Kim also received prizes for their essays. On November 16, 1996, Joon 

Kil Kim, the Cultural Minister of Korean Embassy, sponsored a poetry reading and literary night at the Sheraton 

Hotel in Arlington, Virginia. At the event the lecture, 'Korean Literature in the World,' was presented to the delight 

of the attendees. In 1997 a book publishing party was held for the poetry book 'Departure for Korea' by Yeon Hong 

Choi. The second Potomac Riverside Korean Cultural Festival was held the same year. An exhibit ofKorean poetry 

and its English translation was held at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Georgetown, Washington, D.C. from 

October 17 through November 2, 1997. A pictorial poetry book, 'Korean Poetry-Art Ensemble' was published at 

that time. The Style section of the Washington Post dated October 30, 1997, carried an article on the pictorial poems 

by 23 Korean poets and included poems and pictures by Han Nong, Ki Baek Han. The exhibit included six artists 

in the Korean American Artists Association including Jennifer R. Kim, Chang Hyun Yim and Se Ryung Cheon, and 

calligrapher Myoung-Won Kwon. The Post especially praised the work of Han Nong as a masterpiece that mixed 

traditional and contemporary poetry with painting. The Post also praised the work of members for their union of 

poetry and pictures. On November 9, 1997, the third poetry reciting and literary night was held at the Sheraton Hotel 

in Arlington, Virginia. 

On November 22, 1997, Chang Hyun Yim was appointed as the sixth president of the group. In its seventh year 

new writers awards were given to Chung K. Park for English poetry and Kyu Tae Lee, Jeong Ja Lee and Young Dae 

Cha for their poems. Hark Jae Yun, Kwang Soo Kim and Young HaJoo received awards for their essays. On March 

28, 1998, the seventh literary prizes were awarded at the book publishing party given for the poetry collection, 'And 

again And,' by Chang Hyung Im. The April edition of 'Chosun Literature' contained a section on the Korean Poets 

and Writers Group as an overseas literary circle. In December 1998 Chang Hyun Yim was selected to review poetry 
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for Chosun Literature in Korea. In April 1999 the eighth Washington literary awards were presented to Jong Hoon 

Shin for his poem and Seong Ho Yang for his novel. Young Jin Lee, Moon Hyung Lee and Hae Nam Kim received 

Work of Merit Awards for their poems and In Ja Park, Young Ho Lee and Paul Hotak Choi received Work of Merit 

Awards for their essays. Seon Ah Lee received a Work of Merit Award for her novel. For four consecutive years 

starting in 1999 the literary awards for Koreans overseas were given to members of the Korean Poets and Writers 

Group. In September 2000 In Ki Kim received the Work of Merit Award for his poem. In 2001 Jennifer R. Kim 

received the prize for his essay. In 2002 Hark Jae Yun received a Work of Merit Award for his essay. In February 

2002 Hark Jae Yun became the eighth president of the group and in April a book publishing party was held for 

'Beautify Dislocated Life' by Hark Jae Yun. Since then there have been outdoor exhibitions for poetry and art and 

members have held monthly meetings of 'detached living room for literature'. In 2000, the ninth year of the New 

Writers Awards, no one was selected but Hwan Hee Kim, Taek Je Lee and Yoon Hee Hong received Work of Merit 

Awards for poetry, Korean verse and essays, respectively. 

Since 1999 the number of Korean Americans who have joined the literary circles in Korea and the production of 

literature have been increasing. A series of book publishing parties was held for the writings of Soon Paik, In Ki 

Kim, Ki Soon Kwon, Seol Hee Ahn, Shin He Lee, Ji Eon Sohn, Kwon Huh, Kyung Chan Yoo and others. In June 

2002 Moon Hyung Lee's 'Width of Sea,' and two other poems were included in ' Chosun Literature ' . In February 

2003 Yung Mook Lee published a book of short stories titled, 'Portrait of Us'. There was no winner of new writer 

awards in the tenth year. In 2004 Jeong Eun Lee received the New Writer Award for her poetry. Moon Hyung Lee 

was appointed ninth president of the group in 2004. Kyung Sik Lee became the senior vice president and Young Dae 

Cha and John Oh became vice presidents. The position of Executive Director was given to In Ki Kim. Yang Hui 

Park Yoo became general manager and Ae Kyung Chung became comptroller. 

The group established the 'Admiral Lee Literary Award' system to promote the spirit of patriotism and literary 

purity for Korean Americans. They collected essays and selected Hyun Ja Chun as the winner for her essay, 'Longing 

for Admiral Lee 's patriotism and filial piety.' The award ceremony was held at the auditorium ofWDCT office in 

Fairfax, Virginia on April 28, 2004. At the combined ceremony and literary night Jae Sook Kim and Sang Dae 

Chung received Work of Merit Awards for their essays. The group opened a literary class in September 2004 to help 

develop creative literature. 

Korean Women's Essayists Club of Washington 
In July 1990 Soon Young Lee, Heh Kyung Han, Young Ja Choi, Keum Ja Lee, Jeong Ja Kim, Young Ok Ma 

and Won Jeong Kim, founded the Potomac PEN Club (predecessor of the Korean Women's Essayists Club of 

Washington). Soon Young Lee was elected as the first president. The works of members were published in four 

books, 'Washingtonian', published in 1991, ' Seeds Sowed in Washington' , published in 1993, 'Rose of Sharon in 

Washington', published in 1998, and 'Twilight of Potomac River' , published in 2004. The writers in the first book, 

Shin Ae Choi, Soon Young Lee, Heh Kyung Han, Young Ja Choi, Keum Ja Lee, Young Ok Ma, Jeong Ja Kim, Won 

Jeong Kim, and Kyung 11 Ma, contributed excellent essays. The exceptional writer Shin Ae Choi became a writer 

while young and wrote the famous fairy tale 'Thinking of Brother' that was widely read to young Koreans. The other 

members started writing later in their lives. Six of the member-writers have since passed away; ShinAe Choi, Soon 

Young Lee, Keum Ja Lee, Won Jeong Kim. Soo Ok Koh passed away in 2001 and Heh Kyung Han passed away in 

2003 . Byung Seop Ban was the advisor for the club and his endorsement in the second book stated, 

'Many Koreans praised the work of members when the first book was published. The media also provided good 

reviews of the book. The essays were written by older ladies and were stories of their lives. This book is the first of 
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its kind in the 20 years of immigration history for most Koreans here (referring to 1985-2005). Their writing must be 

kept as historical testimony of those who lived very difficult lives. The members are not professional writers. As the 

streams of Potomac River merge, they merge and move forward in love for each other.' 

In August 2001 Jennifer R. Kim became the fourth president and the club's name was changed to the Korean 

Women's Essayists Club of Washington. As the membership of the club increased, the club's publication was 

permanently named 'Washington Women's Essays' starting with the fourth book, which contained the essays of 12 

members, Jennifer R. Kim, Sony Kim, In Sook Kim, Ji Eon Sohn, Choon Boon Shin, Sul Ja Chin Yoo, Yang Hui 

Park Yoo, Sook Sun Lee, Hea Lan Lee, Sao Hee Pyun Chae, Hyangnam Brackney Choi and Soon Deuk Ha. Except 

for two original members, Jennifer R. Kim and Sook Sun Lee, all the others were new members. 

The club members are Korean women over 35 years of age. The women maintain the Korean identity and language 

through their writing. They maintain the lofty character of Korean women and mothers. They meet to present 

research papers and new writing, to discuss essays, and hold literary lectures. The club encourages members to join 

the literary activities taking place in Korea. The club actively exchanges information with other organizations. The 

advisor of the club is Chang Hyun Yim and advisory committee members are In Sook Choi and Sook Sun Lee. Past 

presidents are: 

1st president 

2nd president 

3rd president 

Soon Young Lee 

In Sook Choi 

HanOkKim 

4th president 

5th president 

Jennifer R. Kim 

Jennifer R. Kim 

Jennifer R. Kim served as both the 4th and 5th president and the senior vice president was Hea Lan Lee. Sao Hee 

Pyun Chae was vice president and Hyangnam Brackney Choi served as the general manager. On May 29, 2004, the 

club sponsored the first composition contest 'The Way of Mother' at a park in Maryland. Hyun Ja Chun won the 

contest and Mi Ran Sohn received a prize for her diary ofraising a child. At the general meeting on July 9, 2005, Hea 

Lan Lee was elected as the 6th president and Ae Kyung Kim was elected vice president. Hyun Sook Han became 

the general manager. 

Korean American Poetry Society of USA 
On January 4, 2004, the Korean American Poetry Society of USA was formerly founded to promote poetry c,i 

Korean Americans in the Washington area through sharing the beauty ofliterature among the poets who had gathereet 

from time to time since 1999. Yeon Hong Choi was elected first president the society. The society publishes the 

poetry collection 'Fragrance of Poetry' every year. It also publishes an English version of the book and distributes 

it to public libraries in major cities and university libraries across the United States to introduce Korean Americanss 

literature into mainstream society. The society opens its membership to poets in New York, Georgia and Florida. Choe 

January 31, 2004, a general meeting was held at Yeon Hong Choi's home in Fairfax Station, Virginia, and Haenmerv 

Ja Kim and Soon Paik were appointed as vice presidents. Cheon Woo Lee became the general manager and Younge Lee 

Hee Chung became the treasurer. The members meet every month for poetry readings and to discuss immigration i 
literature. ,They enjoy discussions on literature and sponsor exhibitions of 'poetry and paintings' and 'poetry with 

music' in relationship with area art associations and music organizations as well as lectures on poetry and other writing. 

The founding members are Gwui Soon Kwon, Kwang Sao Kim, Hae Nam Kim, Haeng Ja Kim, Soon Paik, Moo 11 

Moon, Anne Park, Yang Ja Park, Ji Eon Sohn, Chong Heun Shin, Young Hee Chung, Soon Ja Woo, Kyung Hee Lee, 

Kyu Tae Lee, Jeong Ja Lee, Cheon Woo Lee, Sook Young Im, Eun Hwa Choi, YeonHong Choi and Kwon Huh. 
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International PEN Korea Center U.S. Eastern Division 
On August 3, 2002, the International PEN Korea Center U.S. Eastern Division was established to promote area 

literature and friendship. It intended to exchange literature with its Korean members. Chang Hyun Yim was elected 

the first president of the division for a five-year term. In 2004 the division expanded its territory from Maryland to 

Florida and changed the name to 'International PEN Korea Center Washington Division'. The Washington division 

had a general meeting and New Year's party on January 18, 2004, and John Oh was elected as another vice president. 

Oh and Jennifer R. Kirn, who was elected before, serve as vice presidents. Hea Lan Lee was elected as the auditor. 

Major activities include participation in International PEN Club contests to promote friendship and cultural exchanges 

with writers around the world. Members send their writing to PEN Literature in America, which is published with 

the Los Angeles Division. The members can participate in contests for Koreans overseas and in various symposiums. 

The qualifications for membership are at least 5 years of experience with a Korean literature circle and at least one 

publication. Anyone associated with a Korean literary circle may become an associate member. 

Hwa Bek Literary Association U.S. Division 
Hwa Bek Literary Association (President: Hae Suk Kim) established its U.S. Division in Washington, D.C. on 

October 17, 1999, to promote of the writing of poetry and friendship among poets in America, and to help new poets 

by publishing their poetry in 'Hwa Bek Literature' magazine. The officers of the division include three advisors: 

Won Koh, Yong Pal Kirn, and Gap Joo Hwang. Paul Hotak Choi is a consultant. Seon Hyun Kirn was the first 

president but he passed away in 2000. Soon Paik is the second president. The General Manager is Kyung Ro Joo, 

and the Secretary and Treasurer is Seung Pil Park. The members are Han Ok Kirn (poetry), Seung Pil Park (essays), 

Soon Paik (poetry), Kyung Ro Joo (poetry), Paul Hotak Choi (essays) and Alex Kwangsu Ho (Korean verse). 

The Hwa Baek Literary Association was established as a literary association in Seoul in September 1992. In 1993 

it began publishing 'Chang Jak Choon Choo' . In 1999 the name of the publication was changed to 'Hwa Bek 

Literature' and it is published twice a year. The U.S. Division members meet twice a year in the spring and fall. They 

recite literature and publish their work in 'Hwa Baek Literature' under a special Korean American section. 

Publication of Literary Work 
The literary work of Korean Americans in the United States may be written in Korean or English. The literary 

work by the first immigrants belongs to Korean literature but they are also considered a category of 'immigration 

literature'. The writing of the 1.5, 2nd, or 3rd generations that was written in English belong to American literature 

but are also considered a category of' Asian American literature' and, if they are taught in classes, a part of American 

studies. Most children of the first immigrants went to colleges and some Korean Language courses are offered in the 

larger schools. However, Korean literature courses are offered by only a few universities, including the University 

of Hawaii and Harvard University. 

The first literary publication was 'Korean Literature of Washington' by the Korean Poets and Writers Group of 

the Washington area. In 2004the group published its 10th book. Korean Women's Essayists Club of Washington 

published its first book, 'Washington Wonders', in 1991; its second book, 'Seeds Sowed in Washington', was 

published in 1993; its third book, 'Rose of Sharon in Washington', in 1998; and its fourth book, ' Twilight of 

Potomac River' , in 2004. Walter Wansoo Byun, an essayist in Virginia, published 'The Whole World (Sa Hae)', an 

all-around literary magazine, in January 2000. This magazine hoped to restore Korean culture and literature, and the 

publisher promised in the first edition to do his best for readers through aspiration, truth, spirit, and the readiness to 

love literature and enjoy learning through publishing the magazine. The magazine has published five editions. 
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In September 1998 the Korean American Literary Council was · established in Arlington, Virginia to introduce 

Korean literature to the American community by selecting excellent Korean literary works to publish in English 

and distribute to book stores. The council, a non-profit organization, has been publishing 'KALC News Letter' four 

times a year for the last three years. On July 1, 2003, the first edition of 'Washington Literature and Thought', a 

monthly literary magazine, was published for writers in America. The publisher is Bo Hwan Seok and the editor is 

In Gook Yoo. 

In the 1980s only two literary books were published. Yeon Hong Choi published 'Jung Eup Sa' in 1985 and Byung 

Seop Ban published 'I Want Only Water' in 1985. In the 1990s there were 39 literary books published. Since 2000 

a total of 18 literary books have been published. The large increase in the number of publications in the 1990s was 

because the first generation of immigrants got settled financially and was no longer raising children. They could 

find more time to produce literary work. The books published by Koran poets, novelists and essayists so far number 

60 and they are: poetry (28), stray notes (4), essay (4) diary (2), translated book (1), translated poetry (2), English 

poetry (1 ), environment essay (1 ), collection of columns (2), life story (1 ), novel (5), testimony essay (1) and others. 

Of these there is only one that was written in English - 'Autumn Vocabularies' published in 1990 by Yeon Hong 

Choi. Byung Seop Ban published the poems 'I Want Only Water' in 1985; 'Echo ofa Stock Farm' in 1988; 'To Me 

Like Clayware' in 1988; 'River Running in the Sunny Sides' in 1992; 'Happiness to be Alive' in 1994; and an essay 

book, 'Long Journey Longer than Roads', in 1995. Dae Wook Chang published 'Double Nationalities' in 1990 and 

'Following Times and Winds' in 1991. Chang Hyun Yim published three essay books, 'Pains of Living' in1988; 

'Practice of Separation' in 1993; and 'Walk with the Lord', which he co-authored. He also published three poetry 

books; 'And Again And' in 1997; 'Memory is not For Sale' in 2000; and 'Washington Phangse' in 2001. Won Roh 

Lee published the poetry books 'Beyond Light and Sound' in 1992 and 'On Shinny Day' . 

· Walter Wansoo Byun published an essay book titled, 'East, West, South and North' in 1994. In Bok Song published 

'You Don't Buy Time, When You Buy a Watch' . Haeng Ja Kim published 'He Appears When the Eyes Closed' in 

1995. Hyun Sil Nam published 'A Night with Stars' in 1995. Moo 11 Moon published 'Incomplete Life' in 1995. 

Yeon Hong Choi, Myung Hee Kim and Kyung 11 Ma published a translated poetry book by Allen Keensburg in 1996. 

Mi Jin Kim published 'If Mozart Were Alive' and 'We Go to Hotel California' . 'If Mozart Were Alive' became a 

best seller. Seon Hyun Kim published 'That Man' in 1997 and 'The Last Poet' in 2000. Myung Hee Kim translated 

Sang Lee's Poetry 'Five Senses' into English and published it in 2001. This was the first translated poetry book. 

Soon Paik published 'When the Load Loves You So' in 1999. He Sin Im published 'Woods Along the Han River' 

in 2001. Young Ah Yoo published 'Thirty Three Songs of Piero' in 1995; 'Young Prince in My Mind' in 1999; and 

'Love Between Two' in 1996. In Kook Yoo published 'The Month of Parturition' in 1990 and 'With the Name of 

Cherrydale' in 2000. Hark Jae Yun published 'Shade of Arilang' in 1999 and 'Make Dislocated Life Beautiful' in 

2002. Shin He Lee published 'My Mother in Hometown, Jerusalem'; 'Threshing Ground in Araunah' in 2002; and 

'Six o'clock Appointment' in 2004. Kwe Soon Kwon published 'Old Letter' in 2002. In Ki Kim published 'Do So 

Though Shame' in 2002. Ji Eon Sohn published 'When Orchid Blooms' in 2002 and 'Want to Be a Water Drop ' 

in 2003. Yung Mook Lee published 'Our Portrait' in 2002. Seol Hee Ahn published 'Story of Com Field' in 2003 . 

Kwon Huh published 'Escape' in 2003. Kyung Chan Yoo published 'Washington Wanderer'. Yeon Hong Choi 

published 'From Madonna to Clinton' in 1995 and 'From Harlem Street to the White House' in 1996. He published 

four poetry books, 'Jung Eup Sa' in 1985; 'Autumn Vocabularies' in 1990; 'To Korea' in 1997 and 'Amatory Poems 

ofYeon Hong Choi' in 2003. He also published a total of 12 books including 'A Man Still Stays after Departure', a 

thought book, in 1990; 'Eve', a novel, in 1990; 'Islands Disappearing' a environmental essay, in 1990; 'Company of 

Clients Moved' a translated book, in 1997; 'America Revisited' a collection of columns, inl980; and 'Heroes in Our 

Time' a book about celebrities, in 1998. 
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In addition to the books published by members of literary groups Si Jeong Park, an experienced writer from 

Linden, Virginia, published 'Sound of Wings' in 1976; 'A Man from Motherland'; 'In Your Hands'; and 'Rainbow 

in the Clouds'. He joined the contemporary literary circle in Korea in 1969. Si Jeong Park researched how Korean 

immigrants struggled with their problems in the U.S. and how they realized their hopes. He then wrote novels and 

published them only in Korea. In his paper 'Development of the Korean Novel in the 20th Century', provided at 

the Korean American literary symposium to commemorate the 100th anniversary of immigration in August 2002, 

Professor Dong Ha Lee of the University of Seoul appraised that Si Jeong Park together with Ji Won Kim of New 
York City dominated their areas of the literary world after they began to publish in literary circles in the 1970s. Jong 

Ki Ma of Florida came to the U.S. in 1966 and published 7 poetry books including 'Flowers on Borderline' (1976), 
'Invisible Love of Country' (1980), and 'Reeds Not Alone Living Together' (1986). He also published the collection 

of poems 'An Era of Peace' in 1982 and 'Sounds of Birds' in 1992. Along with Dong Kyu Hwang and Young Tae 

Kim, he published two books titled 'Rate of Average'. Finally, he published a book titled, 'Collections of Jong Ki 
Ma's Poetry'. 

Jeong Woo Lee (Nickname: Han Keul San) published the poetry book 'When Light is Gone from Minds' in 

1996. Soon Young Lee published 'Songs Gone Away' in 1996 and Harry Sunmyung Lee published a column book 

'Descendants of Cain' in 2003. Ji Hyun Lee published an essay book 'Warm Beer'. Reverend Seok Kyu Park 

published 'Eternal Today'. Eun Ok Seok, spouse of Young Woo Kang who holds a high ranking official job with 

the U.S. government even though he is blind, published two books, 'I am His Cane' and 'He is My Light House'. In 
2003 Young Woo Kang published a book 'Success Within My Reach' that is his own success story. Sook Sun Lee 

published her first essay book 'Memory of Cosmoses' in 2004. Jeong Goo Chun published a poetry book 'Love in 

Four Seasons' in 2004. Hyun Choo Lee published 'Torch and Candlelight' in 2003, the story of a diplomat from 

KEDO who for two years experienced life in North Korea. Tae Ho Nam published the book 'To Contoom' in 1999. 

Taek Yong Kim published 'A Seventy-Year History of Korean Churches in America' . Jong Bin Kim published 

'Death of Americanism'. Woon Bok Chung published 'America, Americans and American Society'. 11 Seong 

Ok published 'Potomac'. Young Hoon Kim published 'Cradle of Race'. Tae Seon Kim published a comic book, 

'Komerican (Korean American)'. Many more books were published, including non-literary and religious books that 

are not listed here. Korean writers Ei Do Park, Young Min and Jae Reung Park visited the U.S. at the invitation of 

the Korean Poets and Writers Group in the Washington Area. Korean novelists Wan Suh Park, In Ho Choi, Beom 

Sin Park, Hyung Cheol Kang and Moon Yeol Lee have also visited the U.S. Eun Koh, a Korean poet, visited 
Washington D.C. on February 2, 2004, at the invitation of the Shakespeare Library to introduce world literature. Eun 

Koh emphasized that Koreans include the people of South and North Korea and Koreans living outside of Korea. He 

gave a lecture at a conference sponsored by the Korean Poets and Writers Group in the Washington Area (President: 

Moon Hyung Lee) in which he referred to Reverend Jae Joon Kim's statement, 'Do not remember your hometown, 

but create a new hometown' suggesting that Korean Americans change their concept of motherland. He encouraged 

Korean writers in America to create new immigrant literature and not follow the trends of literature in Korea. 

Publications Celebrating of the 100th Anniversary of Immigration and Literary Events 
In January 2004 the U.S. Library of Congress sponsored a recital of Koran poems as part of commemorating the 

100th year of Korean immigration. In 2003 a variety of events took place across the U.S. to celebrate the Centennial 

year of Korean immigration at which Korean culture and literature were introduced. The Korean Novelists 

Association in America (President: Jeong Hee Cho) published 'Sounds of Desert', collection of short stories by 18 

members, in August 2002. Korean Writers Council of the World (President: Ho Kil Kim) published the essay book 

'Birds Build Their Roads in the Sky' in February 2003. On April 15, 2003, 'Picture Bride' was published by the 

Committee of Korean Americans to commemorate the Centennial year of Korean immigration. Its English version, 
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'Surfacing Sadness', was published in 2003. 'Picture Bride' contains the work of 57 writers selected by a group of 

editors, Won Koh, Yeon Hong Choi, Hyo Goo Chung, Walter Wansoo Byun, Keh Woong Myung, Key Hyang Lee, 

Song Ok Song and Dong Ha Lee. The book contains stories about home sickness and hope of the first generation of 

immigrants. The compositions of fourteen the poets and writers from the Washington area were included in the book. 

They are poets Gwui Soon Kwon, Seon Hyun Kim, Haeng Ja Kim, Soon Paik, Jeong Ja Lee, Chang Hyun Yim, He 

Sin hn, and Yeon Hong Choi; essayists Jennifer R. Kim, Walter Wansoo Byun, Hark Jae Yun, Hea Lan Lee, and Soo 

Hee Pyun Chae; and a novelist, Seol Hee Ahn. 'Korean Literary Men and Women in America', published by the 

Association of Korean Literary Men and Women on October 20, 2003, contains 205 Korean writers' representative 

literary work and their chronological histories. Eighteen area poets and writers have been included in this book 

and they are poets In Ki Kim, Haeng Ja Kim, Seon Hyun Kim, Soon Paik, Ji Eon Sohn, John Oh, Kyung Sik Lee, 

Taek Je Lee, Moon Hyung Lee, and Yeon Hong Choi; novelists Seol Hee Ahn and Kyu Tae Lee; essayists Jennifer 

R. Kim, Walter Wansoo Byun, Hark Jae Yun, Hea Lan Lee, and Soo Hee Pyun Chae; and columnist Chang Hyun 

Yim. 'Foreign Land' , a poetry book, was published by the Council of Korean Poets in America (President: Jae Hak 

Lee) to commemorate the Centennial year of immigration. The Centennial year edition of 'Overseas Literature' was 

published by the Overseas Literature Company. 

Yung Mook Lee, a Korean businessman in the U.S., published a short novel about the dark side of immigrant life 

and the Korea Central Daily carried the story as a series. The book publishing party was held on January 5, 2003, and 

170 people attended despite the snowy weather. The profits from sales of the book were donated to the Centennial 

Committee of Korean Immigration to the United States to commemorate the Centennial year of Korean immigration. 

This book was republished in Korea with the title 'Gambler of Washington' . 'Picture Bride' and 'Surfacing Sadness' 

were distributed to 240 major universities in Korea and America and to about 100 major libraries in Korea and 

America as collection volumes. 'Trace of Korean Americans' was published by the Association of Korean Schools 

in America to commemorate the Centennial year of Korean immigration and has been used as a text book in Korean 

language schools. 

Literary works are the inheritance you leave for the next generation. From that perspective the publications mentioned 

above are important in the history of Korean literature in America. The 'Korean Literature in America Symposium' held 

on August 17, 2002, with the theme 'Status of Korean literature in America', enabled Korean Americans to trace Korean 

literature in America and the role of writers. The symposium also showed them the future possibilities in this area. 

Chang Hyun Yim, a columnist, issued a paper 'Where are we with Washington literature?' 'Present and future of 

Korean literature in America -Poetry' by Hyo Goo Chung, a literary critic, and Choong Buk, University professor, 

and ' Present and future of Korean literature in America- the Novel' by Dong Ha Lee, a literary critic and Seoul City 

University professor, were based on the current status of Korean poetry and novels produced in the New York and 

Los Angeles areas. These papers are excellent resources to study the history of Korean literature in America. 

On April 28, 1994, Korean poets recited poetry at the U.S. Library of Congress. Yeon Hong Choi, Moon Hee 

Kim, and Jeong Mi Kim from Los Angeles, participated in this event. On January 17, 2003, the U.S. Congressional 

Scholar Program and Center for U.S. Congressional Poetry sponsored a poetry reciting held at the Madison Building 

of the Library of Congress to commemorate the Centennial year of Korean immigration. At the event Nam Soo 

Park's (deceased) 'Seagull' and 'Meaning of Surname'; Yeon Hong Choi's 'My Voyage' and 'Returning Home'; 

and Haeng Ja Kim's 'Seeds of Dandelion' and 'Homesickness ' were read in English and Korean. The director of the 

Scholar Program and the director of the Center for U.S. Congress Poetry taread them in English and Nam Soo Park 

read them in Korean. 
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Growth of Korean Literary Circles 
Many writers in the Washington area began to join literary circles in Korea starting in 1999. From 1999 through 

2000, nine writers joined the Korean literary circle. In 2001 and 2002 eighteen writers joined and after 2002 nine 
writers joined the Korean literary circle, for a known total of 36 writers. Ki Jo Sung, president of the International 
PEN Korea Center, noted that as the number of literary books increases in Korea, they accept many new writers in 
the literary circle and force them to subscribe to their magazines or ask them for financial support. He also indicated 
that the literary circle is losing its popularity because the quality of the writing has diminished as many new writers 
join it. However, Ki Jo Sung highly praised the quality of Korean Americans' writing saying that some of them were 
even better than those in Korea. He also noted that the number of Korean American male writers is growing rapidly. 
It may be possible to produce a Nobel prize winner in literature some day if the quantity of writing can be matched by 
quality. It is a task for every writer to improve the quality of his writing. The task of improving quality is applicable 
not only in literature but also in music, art, dancing, and all traditional culture. 

The names of the poets and writers who joined Korean literary circles from 1999 to 2004 are: Kyung Sik Lee (poetry, 
Literature of Faith), He Sin Im (poetry, Chosun Literature), Seul Ki Lee (poetry, Heart and Thought), Soon Paik 
(essay, Korea Literature; poetry, Freedom Literature), In Ki Kirn (poetry, Korean Literature), Jeong Im Kim (poetry, 
Freedom Literature), Eui Cheol Myung (poetry, Creation Literature), Seol Hee Ahn (novel, Freedom Literature), 
Gwui Soon Kwon (poetry, PEN Literature), Kwang Soo Kirn ( essay, Genuine Literature), Ann Park (poetry, Literature 
Movement), Young Jin Park (poetry, Genuine Literature), Ji Eon Sohn (poetry, Chosun Literature), Seong Ho Song 
(novel, Literature Movement), John Oh (poetry, Hanmaek Literature), Hark Jae Yun (essay, Essay Literature), Kyu 
Tae Lee (poetry, Genuine Literature), Moon Hyung Lee (poetry, Chosun Literature), Shin He Lee ( essay, Literature 
Thought Trend), Jeong Ja Lee (poetry, Literature Era), Taek Je Lee (poetry, Genuine Literature), Hea Lan Lee ( essay, 
Essay Literature), Young Dae Cha (poetry, Genuine Literature), Kyung Chan Yoo (poetry, Hanmaek Literature), 
Choon Boon Shin ( essay, Korea Writer), Moo 11 Moon (poetry, Post Modern), Han Ok Kirn (poetry, Future Literature; 
Genuine Literature), Ae Kyung Chung (poetry, Genuine Literature), Se Woong Ro ( essay, Freedom Literature), Yang 
Hui Park Yoo (essay, Korea Literature; poetry, Genuine Literature), Young Hee Chung (poetry, Chosun Literature), 
Soo Hee Pyun Chae ( essay, Creation Literature), Cheon Woo Lee ( essay, Genuine Literature; poetry, Poetry Village), 
Seok Chan Kang (poetry, Literature Thought Trend), and Hyung Joo Cho (poetry, Chosun Literature). A total of35 
poets and writers in the Washington area have joined Korean literary circles. The novel written by Young Ah Chung 
of Centreville, Virginia was accepted by the Korea Central Daily in Korea as an inspirational work. 

Literary Awards and Awards to New Writers 
A significant contribution to finding new writers is made by the Korea Times through its yearly writing contest. 

Held every year since 1979, the Los Angeles paper has invited the public competition to seek new Korean writers in 
the United States. 

Korean literary groups and associations exist in Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco, New York City, Atlanta, 
Hawaii, and Washington D.C. Each of them invites the new writers to enter contests through their literary magazines 
or books. Many new writers have been produced through such competitions. There is a tendency for new writers to 
strive for membership in literary circles in Korea. As many new writers join the Korean literary circles, fewer writers 
produce their work in English. This may be a problem for Korean American writers to overcome in order to advance 
into mainstream American literature. 

In 1990 the Korean Poets and Writers Group started inviting the public to join in the literary contests to find new 
writers to enhance the level of Koran culture and sentiments. The Korean Literature Society of America began 
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presenting 'Literature Awards in America' to new and old writers starting in 1989, at which time Jong Ki Ma, Yong 

Pal Kim, Young Ik Kim, Gap Joo Hwang, Won Koh, Nam Soo Park, Sang Ok Song, Tae Eung Choi, Seon Hyun 

Kim, Yong Jin Chung, and Ho Kil Kim received the awards. In 2003 In Gwui Moon received the award. The Korean 

Poets Association of America began to present awards to poets in 2002. The awards were presented to Byung Hyun 

Kim in 2002, Jang Kyun Yoo in 2003, and Gap Choo Hwang in 2004. 

The Overseas Literature Company began to present the 'Prize for Overseas Literature' for poetry and novels in 

1998. The awards were presented to Won Koh (U.S.) and Hoi Seong Lee (Japan) in the first year; Jin Rhee (Russia) 

and Mihail Park ( Russsa) in the second year; Jeong Woong Bae (Bolivia) and Won Sik Yang (Kazakhstan) in the 

third year; Cheol Kim (China) and Se Bong Chung (China) in the fourth year; Young Kyo Kim (U.S.) and Young 

Hee Gong (Russia) in the fifth year; and Haeng Ja Kim (U.S.) and Jeong Hee Lee (Kazkhstan) in the sixth year. 

Yeon Hong Choi received a 'Ha Woon Han Literature Prize' . Chang Hyun Yim received a 'Chosun Poetry Prize' 

in 2002. 

Popularization of Arts and Culture 
The activities of Korean Arts and culture increased after 2000. The Public Relations Center for Korean Culture 

played an important role in distributing excellent Korean movies. The Center selected fifty three artists in ten groups 

and exhibited their work each month. The Center also co-sponsors concerts every month with the Korea Foundation 

(President: Sam Kyun Yoon). These classical music concerts provide energy to the lives of immigrants. The Center 's 

art gallery presented an exhibition of poems and pictures by poets Soon Paik, Eun Ae Terry Lee, Ji Eon Sohn, and 

Kyurig Ro Joo, and artists Eun Ae Terry Lee and Sook Ja Kim from September 24, 2003, to September 24, 2003. A 

book in the exhibit containing illustrated poems and pictures was published under the title, 'Nature, Yearning and 

Us' . Hee Soo Shin, who won the prize for her novel, 'Beautiful Embroidery' in a public contest from Seoul Daily 

Newspaper in the 1960s, wrote the cookbook 'Growing Up in a Korean Kitchen'. The cook book was selected as 

the best cookbook of2001 by 'People', a popular weekly magazine in America. She had worked on this cookbook 

since 1980 and also on a web site concentrated on teaching Korean cuisine and culture. 

On December 7, 2001 , at the Korean Ambassador' residence, the Center and Jeil Sugar Manufacturing Company 

held a Kimchi Festival for Americans who like Korea or are interested in Korean affairs. The festival was the first 

event in the area about Kimchi culture and Nan Jo Kim, a Kimchi specialist (Kimchi Doctor), gave a lecture, 'For 

globalization of tasty Korean Kimchi' . Hee Soo Shin demonstrated how to prepare Kimchi at the festival. 

The Washington Center for the Creation of Literary Art was established on September 1, 2001 . Since its foundation 

the center has presented monthly lectures and sessions on literature and literary recitals for Koreans in the area. The 

Center's activities have produced several new poets and essayists who have joined Korean literary circles. Among 

them areAe Kyung Chung, Yang Hui Park Yoo, Cheon Woo Lee, Se Woong Ro, Shin He Lee and Young Hee Chung. 

The Center continues to make an effort to popularize Korean literature. The literary exhibitions, poetry recitals, 

music contests, composition contests and other events conducted every year by eighty-three Korean schools in the 

area have inspired Koreans in the pursuit of literature and have assisted the study of Korean identity. Prominent 

writers in Korea have been invited by the Korean Association of Greater Washington and Korean media companies 

to provide opportunities for area writers to meet them personally. Many festivals are held every May to mark Asian 

Pacific American Heritage Month. On May 17, 2004, an Asian music festival was held that included traditional and 

contemporary Asian music. An 'Asian Indoor Music Festival' was held in the Terrace Theater of Kennedy Center by 

Asian Music Society (President: Mi Ra Yang). At this festival, the forty-member Washington Korean Symphony 

(Director: Kyung Sin Lee) performed the 'Affection I and II' . 
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2) Arts 

Art activities in the Washington area began when Korean language schools began offering drawing courses for 

young children. The Korean organizations occasionally sponsored contests for children's art work. The Korean 

Artists Association was established by Sam Kyun Yoon in 1975 to promote art activity. The association celebrated 

its 30th anniversary in 2005. It is the first artists' organization in the area and its members are Korean artists in 

Washington, Virginia, and Maryland. The artists work in many areas of fine art including painting, sculpture, 

engraving, institutional products, digital art, mixed media, pottery, metal craftwork, photography, and calligraphy. 

There were about 50 members as of 2004 and they are mostly first and 1.5 generation immigrants. 

The Korean Artists Association exhibits members' and non-members' work every year. The association participates 

in various events like art exhibitions, cultural events, and art workshops. The association assists its members with 

their artistic pursuits in mainstream America. In 197 5 the association sponsored an art exhibition for elementary, 

middle, and high school students in the Eastern United States. The first art exhibition by the association was held at 

Eastern Gallery in Washington, D.C. The Association participated in fund raising for the opening of 'Korean Arts 

5,000' at the Smithsonian Institute in 1981. It also exhibited members' work to raise funds for the Korean Studies 

program at the University of Maryland. It held an art exhibition in 1992 to raise funds for the Korean American 

Scholarship Foundation. 

In 1994 the Association held art exhibits to commemorate its 20th anniversary at Rockville Arts Place and Maryland 

Arts Place under the theme 'New Wind'. The Washington Post and Baltimore Sun each carried articles on the 

event. The Association joins with the Korea Times to sponsor art contests each year for children who are second 

generation immigrants. As of 2005, the 5th year the contest was held, 215 young artists had participated in the 

contests. 'The Well' painted by tenth grader Sae Mi Chang of Reservoir High School, received the grand prize. The 

Association participated fundraising for a 2002 Korean Art Exhibition at the Smithsonian Institute to commemorate 

the Centennial year of Korean immigration. It showed members' work in the art exhibition, 'Dreams & Reality' at 

the Smithsonian International Art Gallery in 2003. All members of the association participated the following year in 

the art exhibition sponsored by Glenn View Mansion Art Gallery, operated by City of Rockville. 

Young Korean artists especially have shown extraordinary talent in the arts. At the poster contest for the Washington 

Metro Area students in May 2004, eleventh grader Yoo Keun Chung of Fairfax High School received the grand prize 

and Mee Reh Kim, Ji Young Kim and Hee Seong Kim also received prizes. 

In December 2002 an art exhibit highlighting the art of9 prominent Korean artists and ten American artists under the 

theme of 'Small but Valuable' was held at a gallery in Mc Lean, Virginia. The participating Korean artists included 

Hong Ja Kim, a prominent metal craft artist; Beom Kang Moon, an artist of Western painting; Kyung Rim Yoon; 

David Chung, Taek Hyung Lee; and Soo Ja Yoo, a sculptor. They showed about 80 pieces that included Western 

paintings, crafts and sculptures. Hong Ja Kim, a professor of Montgomery College, exhibited her elegant alchemy 

in metalwork that mixes Korean and American cultures to reflect the movement and expression seen in the natural 

world. Her work in the exhibition included work in silver titled, 'First Meeting' and 'Olive', and brooch crafts titled 

'Dance in the Air' and 'First Encounter'. These crafts are exhibited permanently at the Gallery of Modern Arts of 

the Museum of Honolulu. Beom Kang Moon, a professor at Georgetown University, submitted metaphysical work 

that included illustrations capturing the world of consciousness beyond time and space, 'Fashion Buddha', 'Fashion 
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Fish', and 'Fashion Chant'. David Chung also submitted 'Kababos' and 'Walk Away' for exhibition. 

David Chung received the grand prize from the contest for his Los Angeles Riot Memorial. In December 2001 he 

was one of ten American Artists invited to participate in an exhibition at The Corcoran Museum in Moscow. He was 

also invited to participate in an exhibition at the Boston Art Gallery. Some of his work is exhibited permanently at 

the Bureau of New York City Public Art Programs at the Rosslyn Metro station. Soo Ja Yoo, a sculptor and artist in 

the Western style of painting, produced 'Old friend' and 'Three Visitors ' . Taek Hyung Lee produced his minimalist 

works, 'No Title', Four and Two', and 'White Mountain'. In October 2002 Kyung Rim Yoon had her tenth private 

exhibit in Italy and showed 'Italian Vista', Pomegranates', and other landscapes and still life paintings. Kwang Soo 

Oh, Director of National Art Gallery, highly praised Kyung Rim Yoon's work for containing the tranquility found 

in the art of old masters. Yoon came to the U.S. in 1965 after graduating from the Art School of Seoul National 

University. She studied at Hawaii State University, UCLA and a university in Italy. She worked as a graphic artist 

for the White House and was a professor at Texas State University. 

Sumita Kim, a professor at Montgomery College, produced the abstract painting 'Invasion II'. Jeong Joo Lee 

produced paintings of two young Korean girls, 'Memory I and II' and a landscape, 'Aries on the Rhode River'. Ji 

Sook Oh, a jewelry artisan, produced beautiful accessories made out from pearls and gems coated with 14K gold 

titled, 'White Flowers', 'Purple Seeds', 'Berries' and 'Golden Shell'. 

Ki Baek Han (Hahn Nong) ofVrrginia had a solo exhibit at McLean Gallery from May 21 through July 3, 2004. 

His masterpiece 'Persimmon Tree', 'Jar with Two Birds' and 'Moon and Mountain' were among the approximately 

30 pieces exhibited, which included about ten wood and stone sculptures. They were the product of his work from 

the 1980s to date. 'Persimmon Tree' was selected as the design for a stamp commemorating the 50th anniversary 

of UNICEF in 1996 and the honor propelled him to world fame. He had previews in the Washington area in 1997 

and 1999, and in 2004 he had his third solo exhibit. His work contains the origin of Eastern mystery. His work is 

exhibited at the Santa Barbara Museum in California, the National History Museum in Taipei, the National Museum 

in Monte Carlo, the National Modem Art Museum in New Delhi, the Palace of Gabon, the Madrid Palace in Spain, 

the UN Postal Stamp Museum in Geneva and other museums. 

On May 23, 2004, the KoAmAssociation of the State of MD (President: Soon Hee Sohn) sponsored 'Korean Folk

Customs Date' to observe Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and Family Month of May. The event included 

demonstrations of a Korean traditional wedding ceremony, Tae Kwon Do, a performance by the Korean Instrument 

Ensemble, Korean traditional dancing, Korean calligraphy and drum dancing. Also included were the four-stick 

game, top spinning, badminton, and an amateur singing contest. Myoung-Won Kwon of Silver Spring, Maryland, a 

member of the Korean Artists Association, demonstrated Korean calligraphy with a five-foot writing brush. He has 

demonstrated the calligraphy at University of Maryland every October since 1999 to celebrate Korean Alphabet Day. 

Myoung-Won Kwon demonstrated his calligraphy as part of the events of 'Library of Congress and Laura Bush' in 

October 2003; at the National Book Festival; and at the Korean Artists Preview to commemorate the Centennial year 

of Korean immigration in November 2003. He wrote the Korean symbols for 'Earth', 'Life', and 'Arirang' which 

contain the Korean identities in the events. He has participated in twenty two group exhibits and has held eleven 

solo exhibits since 1979. He has demonstrated his creative calligraphy using unique and meaningful traditional 

Korean expressions. He received the top prize from the Korean National Art Exhibition. His work is exhibited at 

the Smithsonian Institute, the Korean Research and Development Ministry, the University of Maryland, and the 

Korean Embassy to the U.S. His calligraphy consisting of a 24-piece folding screen is exhibited at Ewha Women's 
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University in Seoul. 

The work of Do Ho Suh was exhibited at the Smithsonian Institute starting on May 17, 2004, and the Art Section of 

the Washington Post dated May 25, 2004, carried a full front page article on his work. The Post stated that Suh, who 

was born and educated in Korea, was the second living artist whose work was exhibited for the 'Prospect Series' at 

the invitation of the Art Gallery of the Smithsonian Institute. The article praised his work 'Stairs' as a depiction of 

Western nations, lost and without understanding. In 'Stairs' he shows his cultural identity by showing his old home 

in Korea in peace and happiness, and his current home with the furniture and the image of stairs in central Manhattan, 

New York City. 

Do Ho Suh majored in Oriental Art at Seoul National University and also received a master's degree from the same 

university. He studied at the Design School of Long Island University and graduated from the Art School of Yale 

University in 1997. He resides in New York City and has been recognized as an international preview artist in Venice 

and Istanbul. The Smithsonian Institute accepted him as a representative artist from Asia. His work, 'Staircases IV' 

is an example of his work in the metaphorical and philosophical area. Many media covered his solo exhibits. 

The past presidents of the Korean Artists Associations are: Sam Kyun Yoon (first), Hong Ja Kim, Soon Jeong Han, 

Young Hee Baek, In Young Han, Seong Sook Yoon, Kyung Rim Yoon, Shin Nyeon Yoo, He Sook Cho, Jae Kyu 

Choi, Se Yong Lee, Eun Soo Chung, In Soon Shin, Soo Hwan Choi, Soon Yeop Kim, Seong Sik Lee, In Jong Chang, 

Mee Heh Kim, Taek Hyung Lee, Eun Mi Chung, Bong Kim and Jin Sook Nah. The current president is Seon Hee 

Chung. 

3) Traditional Arts and Culture 
Young Hee Kim was the first Korean dancer to establish a traditional dance group, 'Young Hee Kim Traditional Dance 

Institute'. Her dance group, formed at Kent Village in the early 1970s, performed at events of the Korean community 

and other communities. Their performances showed the beauty of traditional dance and entertained Koreans who felt 

homesick. She had about 200 students and her group performed at various events more than 100 times. 

Kwang Jae Lee, a famous sportscaster in Korea, managed the Korean radio station and also organized a traditional 

dance group. His wife, Woo Soon Chung, was the leader of the group, which performed traditional Korean dances 

at Korean events. American organizations invited them to perform and they danced in Korean costumes to warm 

reception from American audiences. 'The Place to Share Our Culture', an organization for youth, participated at 

events of the Korean community through their Korean instrument ensemble. The group was organized by high 

school students including Se Kyung Kim, in Annandale in 1992. About 20 students of 1.5 and second generation 

Korean immigrants continue to practice playing traditional Korean instruments. 

In 1990 the Korean Traditional Cultural Center was established by Hee Sook Kim in order to promote traditional 

Korean values, arts, and ceremonies among Korean Americans and to the American community. The 3,200 square 

foot center, on a one-acre lot, was open to American diplomats and businessmen who were going to visit Korea to 

educate them about Korean culture and customs. 

The Korean Traditional Cultural Center provided a series of lectures in the spring and falls to Korean Americans on 

Korean arts, music, tea ceremony, flower arranging, crafts, accessories, traditional wedding ceremony and cooking 

demonstrations. The center was decorated with traditional Korean furniture and art. Korean dolls and various Korean 
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articles were displayed there and many students who were taking Korean language classes visited the center. The 

center closed some time ago and is missed by many. 

Fortunately, the publication of' An Ethnography of the Hermit Kingdom' containing the pictures and illustrations 

of the Korean folklores and arts has been kept in the Smithsonian Institute. Chang Soo Cho, an employee of 

Smithsonian Institute, took about 10 years to finish his picture book subtitled, 'Korean Remains 1884-1885 Collected 

by J.B. Bemadou', which contains 111 items of Korean cultural assets. J.R Bemadou was sent to Korea by the 

Smithsonian Institute to collect the Korean cultural properties pictured in the 158-page book of photos. Included are 

folk drawings, pottery, costumes, traditional cylindrical hats made of horsehair, essential goods, old maps, and old 

books. Bemadou stayed in Korea for two years to collect these items. After he returned to the U.S. an exhibition, 

'Chosun Folk Items Show', was held in 1886. Currently there are about 3,300 Korean cultural assets displayed at 

the Smithsonian Institute. 

Asian American Arts Center 
In May 1984 Soon He Suh established a traditional Korean dance institute to inherit and develop Korean cultural art 

for the next generation of Koreans. The Institute formed the first Korean dance group in the area in 1990. About 60 

students learn drum dances, sword dances, exorcising, Korean harp (kayakum), masque dances, Korean instrument 

ensemble, Buddhist dances and other types of performances. They performed Korean dances about 70 times and 

introduced traditional Korean culture to Americans and to the American government. They also performed Korean 

dances in 40 different countries including Russia, Japan, Dominica, and Ukraine, demonstrating the excellence of 

Korean culture to the world. 

The Washington Korean Dance Company 
Eun Soo Kim and Soon Hee Ahn, the director of Korean dance classes at the Korean school at Baltimore United 

Methodist Church, provided the performance for the Christmas program at Carpin State University in Baltimore from 

1980 onward. They worked with Joo Mi Lee, who studied Korean classic music from 1986. They formed a Korean 

dance group that had its first performance at Loyola College in Baltimore in 1989. They opened a studio at Gallows 

Road in Fairfax, Vrrginia, and changed the name in 1993 to the Washington Korean Dance Company. Classes are at 

the elementary, middle school, high school, and adult levels. The 50 professional dancers of the company performed 

their dances at the inauguration ceremony for Baltimore City Mayor Phil Shoemack and at the inauguration of U. S. 

President, Bill Clinton. They provide about 20 performances at various events each year. 

Dance One College Prep 
Lisa M. Seo established a dance group in 1989. In 2000 the group was named 'Dance One College Prep'. The group 

provided dance performance at federal government agencies including the State Department and the Department of 

Justice, for the Library of Congress, the International Girl Scouts, many universities, and other events~ On February 

14, 2004, Lisa M. Seo had the first workshop of the opera 'Seed', based on a traditional Korean story, at the Clare 

Smith Performing Center of the University of Maryland. At the workshop drum dances and exorcising dances were 

performed. The opera, one third of which was completed between 2002 and 2004, received a good response from 

Art school professors and music critics. The second workshop was held in November 2004. 

We Are One 
The artists' group 'We Are One' was founded on June 1, 1992, by Hyung Joo Cho, an art director who specialized 

in cinematic drama. The group was formed on the heels of the Los Angeles riot that occurred on April 29, 1992, as 

a way to improve relationships between Korean Americans and African Americans through art performances. 
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Although the primary focus of the group was to improve the relationship between the Korean-American and 

African-American communities, it embraced multi-national characteristics. Thirty-three professional artists from 15 

different countries work through this group to help achieve world peace. The group has helped to introduce Korean 

music and culture to many countries through performances of traditional Korean music. The group has travelled to 

South America and Japan, where they visited 11 cities, as well as having performed in Washington, D.C. in public 

schools, government agencies, and at Lincoln Theater in June 1995. Hyung Joo Cho's play was performed at 

Kennedy Center, Lincoln Theater, various County Art Councils and other venues. 

Research Center for Korean Traditional.Ideology and Oriental Spiritual Culture 
On March 15; 1997, Columbia Soccer Club members Keum Yong Lee and Myun Ki Kim invited Professor Young 

Chan Ro to speak about 'Doduckgyung' and Korean traditional thought and culture. This was the first step in the 

formation of the research center. 

The Columbia Soccer Club was an athletic group but club members were encouraged to read books that would 

help them maintain their Korean identity. They invited lecturers to discuss traditional Korean thought and opened 

the discussions to non-member Korean Americans who were interested in philosophy and culture. The lecture and 

discussion sessions for Korean traditional ideology and Doduckgyung, an oriental classical literature, were held in 

the Korean community. On the third Saturday evening of each month, Professor Young Chan Ro of George Mason 

University led the study group on Lao-tzu Taoism. He continues to lead the group in the study of of Chuangtzu 

philosophy. The group also plans to study the scriptures of Confucius. 

Anyone who is interested in Korea or in oriental spiritual culture can join the group regardless of religion or 

political views. Every month about 30 members meet for the session and the group plans to publish a book based 

on the lectures and discussions. The Research Center for Oriental Spiritual Culture was established in September 

2000 by the group, with Myun Ki Kim serving as president. The center is developing Korean identity and tradition. 

Members study the ideology, religion, and culture of Korea and other oriental countries based on cross-cultural 

points of view. Sook Ja Kim is the general manager of the group. 

At the study session they relate oriental classical literature like Doduckgyung to 21st Century western culture and 

Christianity. They discover the difference between them and how Korean Americans who are Christians understand 

our traditional thoughts. They also discuss how Korean Americans should solve the problems created between 

western value systems and traditional Korean value systems. 

Participating members are mostly professionals who have lived in the U. S. for a long time such as medical doctors, 

professors, writers, business owners, and government employees, but some of them are housewives. The center is 

influential with the Korean community in the metropolitan Washington-Baltimore area. Most of the leaders of the 

Howard County Korean Association are members of the center, which is contributing to the Korean community with 

a continued spiritual movement in the 21st Century. 

The Korea Calligraphy Association - American Division 
The American Division of the Korean Calligraphy Association was founded on March 23, 2002, to promote 

the traditional art of Korean calligraphy for Korean Americans. Currently about 30 members are in the American 

division, and 25 of those members are in the New York and Maryland divisions. On April 27, 2002, the American 

division moved from New York City to Ellicott City, Maryland. The Maryland division was established on August 
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2, 2002. The association sponsors calligraphy contests for the community and supports high school art teachers and 

professors at art colleges. 

The president of the American division is Yang 11 Kim, a visiting professor at Howard Community College who 

has received prizes 15 times from Korean National Art Exhibitions. He received special prizes consecutively at the 

11th, 12th, and 13th Korean Calligraphy Exhibitions and in 1996 received the gold prize at the International Art 

Exhibition. Nam Sik Yoon succeeded Rak Won Kim as president of the Maryland division. Nam Sik Yoon and Sang 

Ok Lee, both of whom learned calligraphy from Professor Kim, received prizes at the Korean Calligraphy Exhibition 

in 2004. Yang 11 Kim had a solo art exhibit at the Information Center of the Korean Embassy from August 6 

through August 17, 2004, to raise funds for the publication of 'The History of Korean-Americans in the Washington 

Metropolitan Area 1983-2005 '. The profits from this exhibition of poetry, calligraphy and painting were donated to 

fund the publication of the history book. 

Washington Heung Sa Dahn 
The Washington Division of Heung Sa Dahn was founded in 1990. Heung Sa Dahn was established about 90 years 

ago by Chang Ho Ahn (Dosan) during a dark era for Koreans, to educate Koreans on independence for Korea. The 

70-member Washington Division has provided open lectures about 100 times for the Korean community. It had a 

movement of 'Let's Smile' and provided biographies ofDosan. 

The division has plans to build a Dosan Hall, to send young Korean Americans to Korea for a visit, and to encourage 

a rich social life for Korean Americans. The first president of the division was Jeong Se Joo and the second was 

Kwang Pyo Lee. Hyung Joo Lee is the current president. The first fundraising activity was Byung Wook Ahn's 

calligraphy exhibit at the Cultural Center of the Korea Daily from April 23 through April 25, 2004, for the building of 

Dosan Hall. Members, who must be 16 years or older, participate in the unification movements, education of youth, 

and·defending society against corruption. 

Place to Share Korean Culture 
Place to Share Korean Culture is the front line group for Korean traditional culture in the area. Its president is Hyun 

Sook Cho. The group was established in 1992 by Se Kyung Kim, an Annandale High School student, as the 'Korean 

Cultural Group', later changed to the 'Place to Share Korean Culture'. 

The group holds the event 'Stepping the God of the Earth' in Annandale every February in which the lunar calendar 

New Year's Day falls. The group teaches traditional Korean instrument ensemble to young Koreans and adopted 

Korean children, and plays a role in maintaining Korean culture here. About ten members were in the group when 

it was established, and in 2000 the group visited Kwangju, Korea. Several hundred young Koreans have learned the 

Korean instrument ensemble over the last 10 years. They currently teach Korean instruments at Fairfax High School 

to 1.5 and second generation Korean immigrants. The group has a Korean instrument ensemble, "Supreme Group', 

for adopted Korean children. 

The group played at soccer games in Washington, D.C and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania when the Korean team 

played soccer against the North Korean team. The cheerleading team played the Korean instruments enthusiastically 

at the games and received good response from the attendees. A play presented by the group that showed the reaction 

of Korean beggars to seeing the lives of Americans and Korean-American immigrants received a huge ovation. The 

group also offers film-making classes. 

The Korea Foundation, U.S.A 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 179 



The Korea Foundation, U.S.A (President: Sam Kyun Yoon), was established in 1985 to introduce Korean culture 

and art to America. The foundation provides opportunities for Americans to appreciate Korean arts and to promote 

Korean artists in the United States. It exhibits Korean cultural assets and discovers and repairs those assets located 

in the U.S. 

Since its foundation it has sponsored many fund raising activities for Korean cultural heritage. It collected one 

million dollars toward Korean cultural heritage at the Smithsonian Institute, which cost a total of$5 million. It plans 

additional funding of another $5 million over the next several years to build the Korean Gallery in the Smithsonian 

Institute. 

4) Drama 

In 1979 Hyun Joo Oh who was teaching at George Washington University, established 'The Performing Artists 

Company, Tahl Inc.' An exhibition of Korean traditional arts, masks, and costumes held at the Marvin Theater of 

George Washington University provided the opportunity to create the artists' company. Hyun Joo Oh performed the 

love story 'Dae Choon Hyang Jeon' for which he received attention in the field of drama in the Washington area. 

The company performed 'Korea 86' at The Kennedy Center for the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games as an introduction 

of Korean culture. At the performance Dong Jin Park and So Hee Kim performed dramatic songs; Gwui Hee Park 

and Byung Gi Hwang played Korean harps; Mae Bang Lee danced Buddhist dances; and Moo Sook Kim held an 

exorcism. Twelve Korean national treasures demonstrating the beauty of Korea were part of the performance. The 

same performance was held in Chicago, New York City, Los Angeles and other large cities in the United States. 

In May 1993 the company invited Nam, a third generation Korean-Russian; who had starred as primadonna in the 

Russian Bolshoy Opera. After Hyun Joo Oh left for Korea Cheol Hwangbo took over the leadership position. 

Young Hee Kwon worked hard to promote Korean culture with the American community, performing the satirical 

drama 'New Baebijangjun' at NOVA Concert Hall in Virginia on June 15, 1998, and presenting the musical drama 

'Sookdaemeori' at the Concert Hall in The Kennedy Center on March 27, 2001. 'Baebijangjun' was a representative 

satirical drama of the Chosun Dynasty and 'Sookdaemeori' was based on 'Choon Hyang Jeon' and performed by the 

Kwangju City drama team. She also presented 'The Tripitaka Koreana' at George Washington University auditorium 

on October 21, 200 l. This drama was an example from the peak of traditional Korean culture. 

The Washington area has been without a Korean drama group since Hyun Joo Oh returned to Korea. Only Korean 

biblical dramas have been performed. It is unfortunate that Korean drama has not been continued in the area. 

Perhaps there are no Korean drama writers or dramatic actors to provide Korean dramas here. Recently Korean 

dramas have been performed by visiting players from Korea. 

We need to question why, with over l 00 years of immigration history, we do not have a Korean drama group in the 

Washington area. Keun Hwan Yang, who had been a member of practical theater for 15 years, and Jeong Mi Kim, 

who is a drama writer and poet, both reside in Vrrginia. There must be other professionals in the field of drama in the 

area who could get together to form a Korean drama group to support such activities in the Korean community. 

5) Music 
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Walter K. Park, an old timer in the area, recalls that the first Korean recital in the Washington area was performed 

by Ja Kyung Kim in 1950. Korean churches, the centers for many musical activities, have organized choirs and 

orchestras since 1951. The Washington Korean Baptist Church was established in 1956 and since other Korean 

churches followed, it is natural that church music was developed. On June 5, 1965, a piano solo recital was performed 

by Mi Young Chung at Trinity Women's College Auditorium for a mixed Korean and American audience. 

In 1968 the Washington Korean Church, Washington Korean Baptist Church and the Washington Korean 

Presbyterian Church formed a joint Easter choir under the direction of 11 Sang Yoon. Since the early 1970s about 

200 Korean choir members have participated in the Easter morning service at the Jefferson Memorial in Washington 

D.C. In 1973, thanks to the growing population of Korean immigrants, the Washington Korean Musicians group 

was organized by music school graduates led by Jeong Nam Kim. The first Korean song night was held at the 

Department of Commerce auditorium in Washington, D.C. in March 1973. First-class musicians including Sook Ja 

Kim, Soon Won Woo, Jeong Ae Lee, So Eui Kim, Jae Woo Lee, Hyun Deok Kim, Jae Jeong Lee, Hyung Bae Kim 

and In Sook Won participated in the event. The Washington Korean Baptist Church performed Handel's Messiah for 

Christmas in 1981, which was a grand event for the Korean church. The conductor was Hyong Shick Shon. 

In 1989 the Washington Korean Performing Arts Society (President: Tae Beom Baek) held spring and fall recitals 

to raise funds to care for the poor, the disadvantaged, and the young. · On Christmas morning 1990, NBC Channel 

4 broadcast Handel's Messiah from the First Korean Baptist Church. The one and a half hour performance was 

an impressive musical event. Korean choir groups of the past were: Washington Korean Christian Choir (Byung 

In Lee, 1975-1979); Hanwool Choir (Hyung Geon Noh, 1981-1988); Washington Christian Women's Choir (Ok 

Ja Chang and Kyung Hwan Baek); Gospel Choir (Hong Ryeol Kim); Washington Korean Choir (Chang Hyuk 

Choi); Washington YMCA Choir (Jin Seong Kim); Washington Male Vocalists Choir (Chang Beom Oh) and others. 

Currently, Peabody Christian Choir; Korean Youth Choir; Washington Pastors Wives Choir; Washington World 

Mission Choir founded in October 2003; Sharon Choir of Bethel Church of Ellicott City; Elders Choir of Korean 

Central Presbyterian Church; Deaconess Choir; Children Gospel Ensemble (Director: Se Jin Eom; Gospel Church); 

One Five Three Mission Choir of Fellowship Church (Korean Classic Choir, Director: Hyung Joo Cho); Women's 

Choir of McLean Korean Presbyterian Church (Director; Min Hee Lee) Global Choir (Rev. Hae Gil Kim) and other 

choirs in Korean churches. 

The area Korean vocalists who have performed are: Mi Kyung Koh; He Kyung Kim; Choon Hee Yang; Mi 

He Choi; Jeong Ae Lee; Eun Myung Chun; Mi Ra Yang; Eun Kyung Yoo; Jeong Hwa Koh; Sook Ja Koh; Jeong 

Nam Kim; Dong Keun Kim; Bong Chan Chang; Ki Hoon Sung; Kyung Jae Bang; Myung Heon Yoon; Chang Soo 

Choi; Hyung Geon Noh; Hyun Ah Yoo and others. Hyun Ah Yoo received a prize from England in 2003 and had 

a recital at Carnegie Hall. He holds a master's degree in Music from Peabody Conservatory and made his debut 

with the Baltimore Symphony Opera. He received prizes from the Netherlands International contest and the Russell 

Wonderridge Contest. Hoo Ryung Hwang made his debut with The Washington Opera. 

Korean Concert Society 
The Korean Concert Society was founded in 1979 by seven Korean families with a big dream. The society seeks 

out talented Korean musicians and helps them make their operatic debuts. At the same time the society promotes 

fellowship between Koreans who love Korean classical music and Americans who love classical music. The society 

has accomplished a lot over the last 25 years, with about 50 new Korean musicians having their debut through the 

society's annual performances at The Kennedy Center. Among them are David Kim, a violinist who became the 
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director of Philadelphia Orchestra, Soovin Kim, a 1996 award-winning violinist, and Ji Yeon Kim, who performs in 

the world renowned Philadelphia Orchestra. Most of the musicians who debuted through the Concert Society work 

as professors and concert musicians. 

In tracing the steps taken by Korean Concert Society, we find proof that we can achieve many things as long as we 

continue to make an effort. The society continues to develop art culture in the Washington area and to expand its 

territory in other areas including mixed media performing art of the future. 

Until 2003 Charles E. Pang was the president of the society. Since 2004 Benjamin Hwang has been the president. 

Charter members include Charles E. Pang, former president, Edward O'Donnell, Jeong Ja Park, Wook Dong Kim, 

and Pil Won Kang. Joung Cook is the Artistic Director of the society. 

Korean American Musicians Association of Greater Washington 
On March 7, 2004, the Korean American Musicians Association of Greater Washington was formed to promote 

friendship among musicians and to promote classical music in Washington area culture through study and 

performance. Participating members include Yong Goo Ahn, a professor emeritus of Peabody Conservatory; In Dal 

Choi, a professor of James Madison University; Dr. Ik Seong Joo, a conductor; Ki Hoon Sung, a vocalist; Mi Ra 

Yang, a professor of American University; and about 30 area professional musicians. The association has plans to 

hold concerts once every two months and seeks new musicians to support them. 

Members of the association may be regular, associate or honorary members. In Dal Choi was elected as the first 

president with Tae Jo Kwak serving as vice president. The Executive Director is Jae Hyuk Yang. Eun Sil Kim is 

treasurer and Jae Hak Ha is secretary. The founding members are Seo Ra Kang, Seok Re Koh, Eun Ae Koh, Tae Jo 

Kwak, Jeong Ryun Kook, Seon Sik Kim, Eun Sil Kim, Jeong Nam Kim, Hong Ryeol Kim, He Won Kim, Yong Hee 

Moon, Susan Park, Ki Hoon Sung, Jeong Rim Sohn, Joo Ho Song, Yong Goo Ahn, Mi Ra Yang, Jae Hyuk Yang, 

Choon Hee Yang, Eun Tak Oh, Jeong Min Woo, Hong Jong Yoo, Myung Hoon Yoon, Myun Sook Lee, Jae Woo Lee, 

Jeong Sin Lee, Jong Kwan Lee, Jong Ho Lee, Cheol Kyu Lee, Ji Eun Chung, Seong Mi Cho, Ik Seong Joo, In Dal 

Choi, Jae Hak Ha, and Jeong Ja Han. Advisors to the association are Yong Goo Ahn, II Sang Yoon, Seo Ra Kang, 

Kyung Jin Baek and Myung Sook Lee. 

Washington Korean Symphony Orchestra; WKSO 
The Washington Korean Symphony Orchestra was founded in May 2005 to discover talented Korean musicians 

and to provide concerts for Korean Americans. The orchestra was also a way to highlight to American society the 

achievements made by Korean musicians and to help Americans. 

On November 23, 2003, WKSO held its first performance at the Terrace Theater of The Kennedy Center. This 

was the event to upgrade the level of Korean American culture. Kyung Sin Lee, the director ofWKSO, recalls that 

all 475 seats were sold in three days and about 150 individuals in line for tickets had to be told there were none 

left. The tickets sold quickly because American mainstream society recognized the high level of Korean Americans 

musicianship and Americans were interested in the Korean symphony orchestra. 

At this first performance, Professor Joo Hong Ahn used his baton gracefully in conducting the 60-member Korean 

symphony orchestra. The performance sent waves of emotion passing through the audience and the musicians 

received a huge ovation from those attending. 'Arirang' , written by North Korean Seong Hwan Choi, was particularly 

touching. When So Young Chung played a Korean fiddle sitting in the middle of the group, the audience thought of 
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Koreans at the pinnacle of world history. Kyung Sin Lee, the director of the orchestra, indicated that he would invite 

any famous conductor for the orchestra and not limit conductors to Koreans. He also indicated that the orchestra will 

have various concert programs for young Koreans and adopted Korean children and will upgrade the level of classic 

Korean music for the Korean community. 

Kyung Sin Lee is president and music director of the WK.SO. The executive director is Seung Yeop Yang. Gim 

Cho is the general manager and Jimmy Chang is the manager. 

Washington World Mission Choir 
The Washington World Mission Choir was formed on October 14, 2003, to engage in mission work throughout the 

world, praising the Lord. Jung Chul Choi is the director. The goals of the choir are to unite the Korean community 

with the area community through concerts and to conduct mission work in other states and countries. The choir 

members are soloists and conductors of all denominations from Korean Churches in Virginia and Maryland. 

Chairman of the Trustees is Charles E. Pang. Jung Chul Choi is the director. The conductor is Gi Hoon Sung, former 

professor of Suwon University. There are other officers of the choir like executive director, recording secretary, 

treasurer, public relations officer, coordinator, team directors and thirteen trustees. The choir members currently 

number 41 and they are still recruiting members. The choir had performances at the Korean Central Presbyterian 

Church on June 12, 2004, and at Bethany Presbyterian Church on June 13, 2004, with many people in attendance. 

Washington Soloist Ensemble 
· It is Korean custom for people to sing classical music like 'Barley Field', 'Spring of Hometown', and 'Our Wish' 

together after a concert where world renowned musicians have played. These songs represent the emotions of 

Koreans and are sung whenever they have a chance. These songs are part of Korean life. 

The Washington Soloist Ensemble was created in July 1993 to perform across the U.S. For the last 11 years the 

soloist group has had regular concerts and has participated in events to raise funds for the poor. They grow as a 

representative group in the Korean community, presenting sacred songs, classic music, Korean songs, and favorite 

songs. The full time conductor of the Washington Soloist Ensemble is 1k Seong Joo, who received his PhD in 

Conducting from Peabody Conservatory. He is very active as a conductor, also the conducting for the Washington 

Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra and the Sungnam City Symphony Orchestra. The group strives to promote 

Korean music to American society and World music to the Korean community. 

Korean emotions are unique in their source but all the world's people can feel in the same way. When we exchange 

our culture with other people, the world will be a better place to live. It is the duty of all Koreans, not just the 

members of this group, to sing Korean songs and to understand world songs as well. 

Washington Soloist Ensemble had performances for the last 11 years as follows: 

Year end concert for the YMCA to help the poor (December 26, 1993) 

Fundraising concert for disabled Korean Americans (April 30, 1994) 

Fundraising concert for Korean American Scholarship Foundation 

Gustarv Mahler "Symphony No. 2" 
Joint concert with the Washington Symphony Orchestra (April 8, 1995 at Constitution Hall, Washington D.C.) 

Joint concert with Seoul Soloist Ensemble (July 23, 1995) 
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Fundraising concert for the Korean Senior Center (December 29, 1996) 

Fundraising concert for the Richmond Youth Club ( April 13, 1997) 

Fundraising concert for medicine to North Koreans (November 8, 1998) 

Christmas concert for Mil-Ahl Mission Fund (December 4, 1999) 

United concert in Memory of Martin Luther King 

Regular concert of Mozart's Requiem (June 2, 2000) 

Christmas fundraising concert for the poor (December 4, 2000) 

Concert for Asia in Washington (April 17, 2002, Invitation from Korean Ambassador) 

Concert in Memory of 9 .11 victims (September 11, 2002) 

Regular fundraising concert for Korean Welfare Fund (November 9, 2002) 

Concert for Celebration of Centennial Year of Korean Immigration (May 9, 2003 at Washington Hilton Hotel) 

Concert for Korean Festival (October 26, 2003 at Kennedy Center) 

Regular fundraising concert for to build Youth Hall (December 6, 2003) 

As indicated above, thirteen concerts out of seventeen were fundraisers, helping these who truly need assistance. 

The Korean community is very appreciative for these concerts. Previous directors are Tae Beom Baek (first) and 

Choon Taik Suh (second). Chong 0 . Gill is the current director and Jae Hoon Chung is the general manager. 

6) Architecture 

Korean architects gathered at Kyung Mo Kwon's house in July 1972 to form a friendship society. They elected 

Jae Woong Suh as the first president. The society now has eighty members. Its activities promote educational 

improvements for its members. The following are former and current presidents of the Korean Architects Society: 

Jae Woong Suh (1st); Kyung Mo Kwon (2nd); Geon Chang (3rd); Young Hwan Park (4th); Won Kyun Lee (5th); 

Wonl1Kim(6th); Jin WookKim(7th); IkPyoHong (8th); DeokYoungYoo (9th); SamKyun Yoon(l0th); Joon Goo 

Nah (11th); and Cheon Sik Choi (12th). 

2. Sports 

Korean immigrants in the 1970s were happily surprised to watch Joon Rhee's Tae Kwon Do commercials on 

television. His son and daughter came on saying, 'Nobody bothers me! ' The commercials were very popular and 

helped Korean immigrants feel comfort thanks to Joon Rhee's example. Joon Rhee has also taught Tae Kwan Do to 

congressmen and senators and is well-known to politicians in the Washington area. His success in the field of martial 

arts and as a businessman is well known. The commercial built an image of Koreans as Tae Kwon Do experts in the 

American mind. Some still think that all Koreans are Tae Kwon Do experts. 

Won Kook Lee, who had the Chong Do Kwan Gym in Seoul in 1944, moved to the Washington area in May 1970. 

He brought the martial art to the area and presented it as a dignified sport. Tae Kwon Do is popular in the U.S. and 

there are more than thirty Tae Kwon Do studios in the Washington area. 

Soccer, Popular Sport for Koreans 
Soccer is the most popular sport for Korean immigrants even though American football is far more popular here. 

Koreans love soccer games. In Korea only the national team can play games with foreign teams on grass fields, 

but in the Washington area grass fields are available everywhere for soccer games. Soccer became the Korean 
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community's major sport in 1972-73 when Jong Yeon Lee, a graduate of physical education in Korea, accepted the 

Korean Association's sports directorship under President Ha Woo Lee. Jong Yeon Lee organized a soccer tournament 

and the championship team received the Ambassador Cup in June 1972. The tournament pumped new energy into 

the lives of the immigrants. 

Twelve teams participated in the tournament, which was watched by Dong Jo Kim, the Korean Ambassador. One 

championship game in particular was unforgettable. The game was scheduled for a Sunday morning at ten o'clock. 

The Washington Presbyterian Church team came on time but the Washington United Presbyterian Church team did 

not. The Washington Presbyterian team demanded that Lee declare their team the winner because the other team had 

not shown up. Lee responded that they should wait and they waited until several minutes past noon. The opposing 

team arrived after the championship had been officially announced; with the excuse that they were late because 

they had attended a church service. The teams played and the Washington Presbyterian team won the game, 3 to 0. 

Therefore, the team won the championship game twice in one day. 

Korean children's teams were organized soon. A youth team from Washington defeated a Philadelphia team four 

to zero. Since 1974 Koreans celebrate Liberation Day on August 15 every year with soccer games at Watkins Park 

in Landover, Maryland. 

The Korean team joined a league of six foreign embassy teams including England, the Soviet Union, Guatemala, 

and the World Bank team duringl974-76. The Korean team was led by Jong In Ma and Deuk Hyun Lee was the 

coach. The team was comprised of Keum Soo Bae, former member of the All-Korean team, and former college 

players Kwang Sik Lee and Myung Sik Kim. It was good team. Games were held at Turkey Run Park in Langley, 

Virginia. Sometimes the team had only nine or ten players. Kwang Jae Lee, a former KBS sportscaster, recorded the 

games and broadcast them through the Korean radio network. In the first game against the Russian team, the Korean 

team asked the names of the Russian players and was challenged by the Russians with the question, 'Why do you 

need our names?' The Korean team did not understand this and an argument ensued. At that time Russia was not 

friendly toward Korea or the U.S. The Korean team played them without knowing their names and the Korean team 

lost by 2 to 1. Jong Yeon Lee was injured in this game, underwent several operations for his injury, but never fully 

recovered even after twenty years. 

Soccer games between Yonsei University and Korea University were popular in Korea and in the U.S. Reverand 

Chang Hee Oh, in his sixties at the time, participated in a game along with players in their thirties. He had about ten 

minutes of memorable playing time, Jong Yeon Lee recalled. The tow-university alumni teams played the games 

over a period often years. 

The Washington soccer team won the championship trophy at the sixth Korean American Olympics in Orange 

County, California in 1991 . The team, led by Jae Sik Kim, earned the first place honor among overseas Korean teams 

in the 72ndAll-KoreanAthletic Conference in Seoul in October 1991. 

In the early 1990s Koreans organized early-bird soccer teams: Fairfax, Tae Kuk, Hwarang, Karam, Ujung, Maengho, 

Sejong, Chungma, and Mugungwha in Virginia; and Sunwoo, Biho, Eunsung, Maryland Sports, and Chungwoong, 

in Maryland. There are about 500 players, total. The players average between thirty and forty years of age. All 

of these teams belong to the Korean Soccer Association, which sponsors the Liberation Day soccer games and 

tournament games for Korean church teams. They participate in international community tournaments in the area. 

On October 19, 1991, the goodwill soccer game between the U.S. and North Korea attracted about 16,000 fans to 
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R.F.K. Stadium. North Korea won 2 to 1. Many Koreans in the area watched the game and some of them cheered 

for and celebrated the North Korean victory. For the first time the North Korean flag and the Stars and Stripes were 

displayed at the stadium under the same blue, autumn sky. 

Divided Washington Soccer Association and Birth of the Early-Bird Soccer Union 
Early Korean immigrants experienced language problems and suffered from isolation due to cultural differences 

and a lack of familiarity with the area. Many Koreans released the stress from these problems through soccer. It 

doesn't cost much to play soccer. When you have soccer shoes, you can play. 

Stressed Koreans played soccer, running the soccer fields speaking Korean. Realizing that they could release their 

stress by playing soccer, more and more Koreans began to play the game. In 1979 the Fairfax Soccer Team was 

formed as an early-bird soccer team. The president was Soon Young Kim. Membership grew rapidly and the team 

was split into a second team, Hwarang. Man Kyung Kim became the president of the second team. 

As the population of Korean immigrants grew the Korean Soccer Association, run by a small number of professional 

soccer players, needed to be restructured. Seong Min Koh, Young Ho Kim, Bong Seon Kim (deceased), Ji Hong 

Yoo, Keum Soo Bae, Kwang Sik Lee and Myung Sik Kim of the Korean Soccer Association could not deal with 

the increased number of Korean immigrants who complained about the administration and management of the 

association. The association was turned away as a result. Eventually, the Early-Bird Soccer Union was established. 

The early-bird soccer teams that were formed in Virginia, Fairfax, Hwarang, Tae Kuk, Karam, and Ujung, and those 

that were formed in Maryland, Biho, Sunwoo, Eunsung, established the Early-Bird Soccer Union. The union elected 

officers democratically for the first time on May 2, 1991. Hong Kim became the first president and Do Young Joo 

was elected as executive director. 

Washington Korean Soccer Association 

The newly established Early-Bird Soccer Union adopted democratic management and free participation procedures. 

With new management, the Early-Bird Soccer Union grew to 23 soccer teams. The Washington Soccer Association 

recognized the officers and charter of the Early-Bird Soccer Union and the presidents of the two groups negotiated 

their merger. They were united to become the Washington Korean Soccer Association. Korean soccer teams have 

played games under the new association and the number of teams keeps growing. 

Korean American Olympic and All-Korean Athletic Conference 
As the number of soccer players previously on soccer teams in their school, university, or business joined various 

soccer teams in the Washington area, it was not hard for the Washington Korean Soccer Association to form a 

representative team from the area, selecting the best players recommended by each team in the association. The 

Washington Soccer Team was formed and the team participated in the Korean American Olympics that was held in 

Orange County, California. The team defeated the teams from Dallas, Chicago, and San Francisco. The team won 

2 to 1 against the New York team in the championship game. The score was 1 to 1 in the second half of the game 

and Seung Taek Im kicked a 30 m shot to win the game. Kyung Pil Chang and Hee Dae Moon played so hard their 

uniforms were tom. 

The Washington soccer team represented the U.S. in the 72nd All-Korean Athletic Conference that was held in 

Junju, Korea. The teams from overseas moved to Jungju city and they had the games there. The players in the 

186 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



Washington team were deeply touched as for some it was their first trip to Korea in a long time. The teams came 
from the U.S., Saipan Island, Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, Canada, Guam, and Germany. Games were held from 
October 7 to October 13, 1991. The Washington team defeated the teams from Saipan Island and Australia to 
become the champions from all overseas Korean teams. The president of the team was Hong Kim. The team leader 
was Jae Sik Kirn. Kyu Ho Kirn was the couch and Hong Joo Ha was the coordinator. The players were Seong Keun 
Park, Young Bae Park, Kyung Pil Chang, Nam Ki Hong, No Seong Park, Bo Young Kirn, Seung Taek Im, Baek Ki 
Hong, Chan Young Kirn, Seong Geo! Cho, Seok Jin Lee, Nam Soo Lee, Ho Jin Chung, Yong Jin Lee, Ho Keun Kang 
and Jae Keol Cho. 

North Korean Soccer Team Visited the U.S. 
The North Korean Soccer Team participated in the Pan American Soccer Conference at the invitation of the U.S. 

State Department. There was no diplomatic relations between the two countries then. The leader of the team was 
Myung Seong Kirn, who later became the chairman of the Cabinet level meeting between South and North Korea. 
The coordinator was Seong Ryeol Han, who is currently Deputy U.N Ambassador from North Korea. On October 
19, 1991, the team played the U.S. soccer team at R.F.K. Stadium in Washington, D.C. They defeated the U.S. team 
2 to 1. The Washington Korean Soccer Team greeted the North Korean team courteously. Korean Americans here 
were very curious to meet the North Korean team because of the enmity between the governments of the north and 
south. When the North Korean soccer players arrived at Dulles Airport they appeared poor because of their clothing. 
They also looked stiff. 

Korean Americans in the Washington area and media supported the idea of a goodwill soccer game between the 
Washington Korean Soccer Team and North Korean team. The Washington team had just received the championship 
trophy at the Korean American Olympics. Jeong Sook Koh played the role of match maker between the two teams. 
The North Korean team agreed to play the Washington team and RFK stadium was reserved with an agreement for 
the American Soccer Association to sell 20,000 tickets. Myung Bae Kirn, the Consul General at the Korean Embassy, 
demanded that the plan be cancelled because he was concerned over possible developments from the game. The 
media in the Washington area strongly supported the idea and they ran a front page article on the planned game. 

Hong Kirn, the president of the Washington Korean Soccer Association, recalled that the association was confronted 
by opposing views - from the media in support of the game and by Korean Embassy to cancel it. In the end the 
association cancelled the plan because it was not in accordance with the policies of the Korean government. It 
received a lot of criticism about that decision. This was an event that would have been handled differently in later 
years. Even under different circumstances then, the Consul General should not have interrupted the plan since the 
U.S. government had already approved it and the Washington team players were mostly U.S. citizens, some of them 
permanent residents in the U.S. 

The past and current presidents of the association are: Sang Keun Chung (1st); Ji Hong Yoo (2nd, 3rd,13th and 
14th); Young Woo Lee (4th and 12th); Keum Soo Bae (5th and 6th); Seong Min Koh (7th and 8th); Myung Sik Kirn 
(9th); Kwang Sik:Lee (10th); Keum Soo Bae (11th); Bong SeonKim (15th and 16th); KyeomLee (17th); Hong Kim 
(18th and 19th); Keon Seok Shin (20th); Eung DeokYoo (21st); Dal KyuAhn (22nd); Tae Chang Woo (23rd); Hee 
Choon Park (24th); Committee (25th); Woo Seok Chung (26th); Peter S. Han (27th); Seong Geol Cho (28th); Woong 
Cheon Lee (29th); Young Jin Joo (30th); Yong Seop Choi(3 lst); Hee Kyun Yoon (32nd); Chang Soo Im (33rd); and 
Seong Keun Park (34th). 

Popular Softball 
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Baseball was popular when Deok Joon Lee was the Korean Association sports director in the 1960s. Lee organized 

the Korean Tigers team in the 1960s and the Korea Eagles in the early 1970s. His team traveled to major cities in the 

U.S. for goodwill games. His team once included Soo Man Lee, a former member of the All Korean team. 

Lee invited the All Korean team to Washington in 1975 and had a series of games against the Washington team. 

The following year the Washington team, led by Chang Hee Oh, visited major cities in Korea for goodwill games. 

The All Korean team and college teams in Korea visited Washington in the following years. However, baseball's 

popularity slowed down after that. 

Korean immigrants enjoy softball, a game that is popular among Americans, and the Korean churches have 

organized softball teams. Softball tournaments sponsored by Korean Presbyterian Church of Northern Virginia 

have been held for 25 years since 1980. In 1986 the Korean Churches Softball League was founded, with Soo Man 

Lee and Joon Cheol Choi (John C. Choi) leading the league. Every summer eight of the area's teams are allowed to 

participate in the league games. 

Volleyball has also been popular in every church's fellowship hours since 1970. The Korean YMCA has sponsored 

Korean Church table tennis tournaments since 1989. Basketball is popular among college students and the Korean 

students in the universities in Virginia and Maryland have goodwill basketball games every year. Bowling has 

been popular since the Korean postal workers started bowling tournaments at Merrifield, Virginia, years ago and it 

has become a favorite pastime of Korean Americans. Hwa Seok Im, an All Korean women's champion, helped to 

organize the Korean Bowling Association. All of these games help Korean Americans unite and maintain fellowship. 

They also help Korean Americans get along with local society. 

Washington Korean American Amateur Athletic Association 
The sports department of the Korean Association of Greater Washington could not handle all the sports activities in 

the area. On May 12, 1988, the Korean Sports Association was founded and Jong Yeon Lee became the president. 

Two years later Jin Do Kim succeeded Lee and the association merged with the Korean Amateur Athletic Association. 

They renamed the association the Washington Korean American Amateur Athletic Association. In 1993 Hoon Yoon 

became the president. 

Korean Americans enjoy golf, tennis, and shooting, which are not sports that are easily available for ordinary 

people in Korea. Korean golfers usually meet at golf courses on weekends. Golf tournaments been held frequently 

since 1990 and attract more than 100 players each time. 

In the early 1990s there were 16 sports groups under the association including golf, tennis, and shooting teams. 

In August 1990 the Washington Athletic Meeting took place to commemorate the 45th anniversary day of Korean 

liberation and 693 players attended, representing ten different sports. Individually, Yoon Jeong Lee (Lilly Lee) is 

probably the most famous Korean American athlete. She started ice-skating when she was 8 years old and won many 

championships. 

Korean Americans like the Korean American Athletic Conference, held in different cities each year. Washington 

Korean athletes have participated in all Korean American athletic conferences since the first conference in Los 

Angeles. The Washington team, representing a relatively small Korean population compared to Los Angeles, New 

York, and Chicago, achieved remarkable success. In the last seven conferences the Washington teams have taken 

second place twice and third place twice. In the seventh conference in Chicago in 1993, 170 Washington players 
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participated in fifteen different sports. The Washington team raised $56,000 for that conference. 

The Northern Vrrginia team participated in the fourth Korean American athletic conference separately from the 

Washington team. This reflected disputes that existed in the Korean American Association of Greater Washington. 

Team Washington hosted the 1995 Korean American athletic conference. 

The following are the standings of the Washington team including the year and place of the conference (team 

leader): 

The first conference in 1981: Los Angeles: Only baseball team participated: 2nd place 

The second conference in 1983: New York: (Seok Seung Lee): 2nd place 

The third conference in 1985: Chicago: (Pil Young Shin): 3rd place 

The forth conference in 1987: San Francisco: (Daniel Byung-Keun Choi): 10th place 

[Northern Vrrginia team (Jin Do Kim) 6th place] 

The fifth conference in 1989: Philadelphia: (Jong Yool Lee) 2nd place 

The sixth conference in 1991: LA Orange County: (Ki Seo Oh): 5th place 

The seventh conference in 1993: Chicago: (Myung Chul Kong) 3rd place 

The following are past president of association: 

Jong Yeon Lee (1st: 1988-1990) 

Jin Do Kim (2nd: 1990-1992) 

Hoon Yoon (3rd and 4th: 1992-1996) 

Yong Ki Kirn (5th: 1996-1998) 

Nam Jung Kang (6th: 1998-2000) 

Seong Nak Chung (7th: 2000-2002) 

Jae Seong Song (8th: 2002-2004) 

Tae Chang Woo (9th: 2004-2006) 

The following are Washington's seventeen sports groups: 

Washington Korean Fencing Association 

Korean Basketball Association of Washington 

Korean Volleyball Association of Washington 

Korean Bowling Association of Washington 

Korean Swimming Association 

Korean Judo Association 

Korean Table Tennis Association 

Korean Tennis Association of Greater Washington 

Korean Shirum Association of Washington 

3. Korean News Media 

Newspapers 

Washington Korean Golf Club 

Washington Korean Wrestling Association 

Korean Washington Badminton Association 

Korean Rifle Association of Washington 

Korean Baseball Association of Washington 

Korean Track and Field Athletic Association 

Washington Korean Tae Kwon Do College 

Korean American Soccer Association 

The first Korean newspaper circulated in the Washington area was Dong A Ilbo, which was copied and sold by 

Jeong Hyun Kim in 1967. Kim came to the U.S. as a student in the late 1950s. He knew the publisher of Dong A 

Ilbo and had some experience in printing and publishing. He received the newspaper via airmail and reduced its size 

before copying it for circulation. It was the first Korean newspaper circulated not only in the Washington area but 
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across the U.S. Kim mailed the paper to Los Angeles, New York City and even to Hawaii. It took about one week 
to reach all the readers. He recalls that he made about 300 copies and that the monthly subscription was $3. About 
six months later, the Korean Times began circulating in New York City. About four years later, Dong A Ilbo was 
distributed by Kwang Nyeon Han, Se Eung Oh and Eun Soon Keh. 

Se Hyung Cho, the Washington correspondent of the Korea Times, had an office at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C. since 1970. He received the Korea Times through Northwest Airlines and distributed it to about 
200 readers. 

Tae Hee Yoo had business connections with the Korea Times in New York and he took over the Korea Times in 
October 1971. He replaced the advertising sections with local ads. The newspapers were printed in New York 
and sent to Washington by bus where they were then mailed to subscribers. In April 1974 the Korea Times began 
publishing its local edition, Mi Ju So Shik, once a week. The local edition carried articles about Koreans in the 
U.S., American news, and local news. The local edition changed its name to Mi Ju Han Kook in late 1974 and was 
published twice a week starting September 1977. It became a daily edition in June 1985. The Korea Times began to 
print the American daily news along with the Korean papers. 

Kwang Nyeon Han, who had circulated Dong A Ilbo, became involved in the Dong Seon Park incident and returned 
to Korea, at which time Jeong Hyun Kim took over. In April 1982 Suk Hee Yoo took over, and after July 1990 it was 
operated by Tae Beom Choi and Young Nam Chun. They closed it in 1992. 

The third Korean newspaper circulated in the Washington area was Joong Ang Ilbo. Choon Seop Hong had 
been distributing Joong Ang Ilbo since 1978, but when he returned to Korea Seong Han Kim took it over until the 
distribution center here closed in 1993. Since 2001, JoongAng Ilbo has been circulated to readers in the U.S. directly 
from Korea. The direct distribution of newspapers through Joong Ang Ilbo changed the nature of the businesses 
in the area. The severe competition among newspaper companies brought positive effects to the readers in the 
community. The method of distribution changed from mailing the newspapers to direct distribution to homes and 
business offices, making the articles timelier. The quality of paper and printing were also improved, and the number 
of pages doubled. These newspapers sponsor cultural events, sports, and educational programs to help advance the 
Korean community. 

In February 1984 Chul Eun Kang began to distribute the Chosun Ilbo, another Korean daily newspaper. Chi Yoon 
Kim took it over in 1989, and then Pil Young Shin operated it until it closed in 1993. On July 17, 1998, Hyun Gook 
Park, who operated Washington TY, entered into an independent contract with Chosun Ilbo and began to distribute 
the newspapers in the area. Only the Korea Times has been circulated in the Washington area for any length of 
time without interruption. The limited readership for Korean newspapers and small number of Korean media 
professionals in the area have kept the operation of a newspaper from growing beyond a small business operation. 

It is expensive to publish daily newspapers, but weekly papers can be published by anyone with the idea and some 
financial ability, since there are no restrictions to freedom of speech in the U.S. Korean Americans are well aware 
of the power of the press in Korea. The Yusin system in Korea had an effect on the politically sensitive Korean 
community in Washington. In 1973 Ki Yong Chung began publishing an anti-government weekly, Han Min Shinbo. 
Seong Nam Chang published Free Republic and Kwang Nyeon Han published Hankook Shinmun in the same year. 
These publications thrust Korean weekly papers into their prime time in the Washington area. The daily papers 
coming from Korea could not speak out against the Korean government because of the Yusin system and they were 
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not allowed to carry any articles about events like the democratization demonstrations taking place in the Korean 

community. The local weekly papers, however, were freely reporting condemnations of the Korean government and 

detailed stories on events occurring in the Korean community, giving them an important role in providing the news. 

Hankook Shinmun obtained a printing press and for the first time began to print its own paper. It had a correspondent 

in New York City and was successful. Seong Won Hong tookover Hankook Shinmun in 1977 and changed the name 

of the paper to Hankook Sinbo. 11 Ho Park published the Minjok Sinbo and Chang Ho Yoon published the Minju 

Yonhap Shinmun at the same time. 

The Korean American Times was published by Chung Mu Son in 1981. Pil Young Shin published the Washington 

News. The Asian American News was published by Sang Cheon Nam who also published Hanin Shinmun. Hankook 

Shinbo was operated by Yong Seok Kim after Seong Won Hong left for Korea. Hanmin Shinbo was run by Chung 

Choe following Ki Yong Chung's return to Korea. None lasted long. In 1987, Tae Seon Kim began the American 

Times. 

Entering the 1990s, the weekly papers became even more popular. The Sunday Times (Chung Choe), Washington 

Korean American News (Jin Ki Kim), Washington - Baltimore News (Nam Hoon Joo), and Washington Today, 

which was formerly the American Times, were published in regular format. Weekly Washington (Hyun Song), Our 

News (Yoo Seok Lee) and Korea Post (Seung Man Lee), formerly Lotte News, were published in a tabloid format. 

The weekly papers are competitive in the area in the new millennium. New weekly papers are published, old ones 

are closed, and the publishers are often changed. Currently, Washington Weekly (Jong Seong Lee), Washington 

Media (Sony Kim), Citron Tree (Young Hee Kwon), Korea Monitor (Seok Goo Im), Entertainment and Sports 

(Kyung Sin Park), and Entertainment Weekly (Kyung Taek Chung) are some of the weekly papers published in the 

Washington area. 

Some publishers have raised issues of quality or the morality of their competitors in their papers, and at times they 

have made personal attacks. It has been a problem to enforce certain rules in America where the freedom of the press 

is so well organized. 

Radio and TV Broadcasting 
Korean broadcasting became as popular as Korean newspapers. In May 1970 Chang Ho Lee opened the Washington 

Korean Broadcasting System. News, music, and interviews were on the air through WHFS-FM from 9 a.m. to 10 

a.m. on Sundays. Koreans in the area were happy to hear the Korean anthem on the radio. WKBS broadcast a series 

on the history of Korean immigration by Jae Kyung Hwang of Voice of America (VOA). Seon Ja Shin, who worked 

for Dong A Broadcasting systems and VOA, was the first announcer at WKBS. Kwang Jae Lee, a former announcer 

for WKBS and VOA, took over WKBS in 1971. At this time Young Ho Kim, who also worked for WKBS and VOA, 

started the Korean Christian Broadcasting Systems. Kim broadcast an hour-long program every week on AM radio, 

giving the Washington area two Korean broadcasting systems. 

The democracy movement to protest the dictatorship in Korea emerged in the Washington Korean community 

after the Yusin constitution was announced. In response to pro-Korean government broadcasting by Kwang Jae Lee, 

Bung Tae Kim opened Hope Broadcasting Systems and broadcast a one-hour program each Sunday from 8 a.m. to 9 

a.m., and repeated the program from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. The Korean national anthem was played at the beginning and 

end of each program, allowing Korean Americans to hear the national anthem four times in a day. These programs 

were popular with Korean Americans in the area because one program was pro-government and the other was anti-
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government. The FM channel learned about the dispute between these systems and demanded an English version of 
the entire program, which ended the broadcasts. 

In the 1980s Kwang Jae Lee started broadcasting again through WLMD-AM, and Young Ho Kim was operating 
the Korean Christian Broadcasting Systems through WABS-AM. In June 1980 Yong Chan Pak, a former employee 
ofMBC opened Korean American Broadcasting Systems Co., Inc. Park had previously managed the broadcasting 
system for the Korean Society of Maryland. In November 1981 he moved his office to the Rowe Building on Carlin 
Spring Road, Falls Church, Virginia, where many Korean businesses were concentrated. There he had his own 
studio and began broadcasting Korean programs. 

In 1984 Kwang Jae Lee left for Los Angeles and his broadcast system was taken over by Woo Soon Chung, but it 
didn't last long. Young Ho Kim returned to Korea and his system was taken over by Won Jin Noh. In the meantime, 
Park continued Sunday broadcasts with news commentaries, entertainment, gossip, and other programs through 
WPKX-AM. His programs were popular and he began relaying WKBS News from Korea in 1984. In August 1985 
the Korean American Broadcasting System Co., Inc. began to send programs through the FM-SCA frequency so that 
they could be available to those who owned a certain type of radio. It increased the air time to seventeen hours daily 
and regular programs were offered. 

The Korean American Broadcast Communications, Inc. began broadcasts with David Ho Chu in Northern Virginia 
in November 1986, thus challenging Korean American Broadcasting System Co., Inc. A joint venture between 
KABC in Washington and KABC in Philadelphia gave them networks connecting Philadelphia, Baltimore, New 
York, Chicago, and Los Angeles. About one year later, KABC stations in other cities were closed due to financial 
difficulties. Since then KABC in Washington has competed with WKBC. KABC changed its frequency from 67 
kHz to 92 kHz in 1990, allowing KABC radio to catch WKBC programs. WKBC filed a suit against KABC in the 
U.S. Federal Court for violation of the Federal Communications Act. 

In October 1989 Moo 11 Moon opened the Eastern Broadcasting System in Silver Spring, Maryland, and sponsored 
a female vocalist contest. The contest had seventy eight participants and more than 1,000 audience members. Moon 
faced financial difficulties because of the limited number of listeners and few advertisers. The system's name was 
changed to Christian Eastern Broadcasting System in 1991, but it couldn't survive. Young Ho Kirn resumed the 
Christian Gospel Broadcasting System through WUST-AM in August 1993. 

In October 1974 Harry K. Oh started the first Korean television program on Channel 56. His programs included 
news, discussion meetings, and documentaries such as Flowering Eight Korean Provinces. Koreans in the area liked 
the program very much, but it lasted only ten months. While the Korean radio broadcasts continued, there were 
no Korean television programs for almost nine years. Chang Ho Lee, who had the first broadcasting system in the 
Washington area, opened the Korean television station again on WNVC-56 TV in December 1984. It aired WKBS 
news, culture, and local news on a weekly basis. 

In July 1990 Wan Soo Lee and Pil Young Shin opened Korean Cable TV ofWashington in Northern Virginia, where 
many Korean Americans resided. KCTV had a business relationship with Fairfax Cable and relayed WKBS news 
through a satellite network, thus narrowing the gap between Korea and the U.S. in airing the news. It showed Korean 
drama and other programs for 3 1/2 hours daily. Chang Ho Lee opened Montgomery Cable TV in Montgomery 
County, Maryland in 1991 airing one hour of programs daily. 

Young Ho Kirn opened Washington Christian Broadcasting Network in May 1994. The network changed its 
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channel to SCA-AM in January 2003 to widen the reception area. WDCT, an AM broadcasting company for the 

Korean community, is operated by Kyung Sup Shin who bought WDCT-AM 1310 in Fairfax in 1995. There was 

a dispute over mismanagement of funds collected for the poor by WDCT, but it was settled. Kyung Sup Shin, the 

president ofWDCT and HyunAe Lee, a broadcaster, denied misusing the money. 

Three Korean TV stations and two Korean satellite TV stations are competing against each other. In October 2002 

American Seoul broadcasting was opened by the Korean Times Washington, which ran both companies until the 

broadcasting company was closed in early 2005. 

As of October 2005, there are two SCAs, three Cable TVs, one AM broadcasting company, and two satellite TVs 

for the Washington area where 150,000-200,000 Koreans live. There are some problems about the management and 

quality of the operations. 

Magazines 
The first Korean monthly magazine, AmericanLife, was published by Jong Bin Kim in December 1981. Hwa Kyu 

Park began publishing the Washington Mart in January 1985 and continued to publish it until August 1990. In the 

late 1980s, David Y. Sohn published American Life, but it, too, was discontinued. 

History of Media Companies in the Washington Area 

The Washington Korea Times 
The history oftheKorea Times goes back to May 1, 1970, when Washington correspondent Se Hyung Cho opened 

a branch office in the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. Its history has been the history of Korean community. 

Cho .distributed 200 daily newspapers delivered by Korean Airlines from Seoul, Korea. In those days, the daily paper 

had only 8 pages but the Korean people here enjoyed hearing the news of the motherland. The branch office was 

taken over by Tae Hee Yoo, who came to the U.S. after working at the secretary's office in the main office in Seoul, 

on October 1, 1971. He rented another office in the Press Club building and began operating the branch office of 

the Korea Times. He replaced the advertising sections with local advertising. The newspapers were printed in the 

New York branch office and shipped by Tailways, a large bus company, for distribution in the Washington area. On 

April 1, 1974, they began to publish a four-page Saturday local edition, Mi Ju So Shik, which provided the news of 

the Korean community and the U.S. The local edition changed its name to Mi Ju Han Kook in September 1977 and 

began publishing the local edition, now enlarged to eight pages, twice a week on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

In the beginning the Washington branch office used Korean typewriters and reduced the letter size to 70% 

before printing. In 1975, the office acquired a Korean typesetting machine from the Morris Company. It acquired 

a typesetting computer in 1987 and later the McIntosh computer system (CTS), which improved the method of 

printing. In 1985 it acquired the King Press and began to publish the local edition daily. At this time the branch 

was the only Korean office with the King Press. The local edition increased to 16 pages. The branch office moved 

several times and moved into its own building on Kansas Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. in February 1987. 

In 1998 computers were introduced and manuscript papers disappeared from the editorial office. In 1999 the branch 

office began to print the front page of the paper in color. It was the first color newspaper in the area's Korean 

community and the office grew rapidly as the Korean population grew. In 1974 there were only three employees 

including Tae Hee Yoo, the publisher, and Suk Hee Yoo, the editor. In 1981 it had six full time employees and 

by 1990 that had increased to 16. Three satellite offices were opened in Richmond, Virginia, Florida, and North 
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Carolina and two business offices were opened in Baltimore and Miami. The Washington branch of the Korea Times 
began to cover the news of the Mid Atlantic and South Eastern United States. In 1999 the branch had 33 full time 
employees 12 part-time employees. The publishers were Suk Hee Yoo (1974-1982) Dong Hyun Kim (1982-1983), 
Young Chang Chae (1984), Tae Ik Kwon (1985), Jin Gi Kim (1986-1990) and Suk.Hee Yoo (1991-2002). 

The Washington branch of the Korea Times had been operated as an independent company until January 5, 
2000, on which date it began to be operated as part of the Korea Times, USA (CEO: Jae Min Chang). On April 1, 
2000, the office was relocated to Annandale where the Korea Town had been formed. It began operating American 
Seoul Broadcasting (AM 1520 and 1480) in October 2000. The channels were merged to AM 1520 and the radio 
broadcasting unit was closed in 2005. 

The Korea Times restructured its operations to meet the challenges of the new millennium. On March 3, 2001, it 
began publishing a sports section for the first time. The sports section was changed to Mega Sports in April 2004. 
The Times acquired the most modem cylinder press, the GOSS, in October 2003 and began to print an 80-page 
newspaper consisting of24 pages of Korean news, another 24 pages of American news, 16 pages of special articles, 
and 16 pages of sports. At this time it began to publish as a morning paper and in May 2004 changed its method of 
distribution from mail delivery to subscribers to door-to-door delivery the same day of printing. They also began to 
sell the papers at 80 various locations, including Korean restaurants. 

The Korean Times has held or sponsored numerous cultural and sports events in addition to performing community 
services. Since 1986 it has published the Korean Business Directories and distributed them free to readers and 
business owners who advertise in the paper. The 2004 directory had 850 pages including appendixes and about 
30,000 directories were distributed. Since 197 4 the paper has sponsored beauty pageants to select Miss Washington 
each year and send her to the Miss Korea contest in Seoul, Korea. It holds soccer games, math contests, art contests, 
and other events. In June 2003 the Times invited popular singers from Korea and held a concert at RFK stadium in 
Washington, D.C. to commemorate the Centennial Year of Korean immigration. About 15,000 people attended the 
concert. It also operates a Cultural Center to teach various hobbies and leisure activities to Koreans. 

As of2004, 40 full time employees and about 20 part-time employees were working for the newspaper company under 
Suk Hee Yoo, president of the Washington Korea Times. It operates branch offices in Baltimore and Peninsula. 

The Washington Korea Central Daily 
Under the banner of'Newspaper as a Friend' the Washington Korea Central Daily opened on March 7, 2001. The 

office building is located on Chain Bridge Road in Vienna, Vrrginia. This location is centered between, Maryland, 
Washington D.C. and Annandale in the East and Centreville in the West. Yong II Kim, previously a Washington 
correspondent for the Korea Central Daily, became the first president. 

In the beginning the daily had about 30 employees but the business grew rapidly. Within three years the number 
of employees increased to over 50. The Washington Korea Daily became part of a network for general information 
across the United States, not only for the 200, 000 Korean Americans in the Washington area. The main office of 
Korea Central Daily is located in Los Angeles. It has four branch offices located in Washington, D.C., New York, 
Chicago, and San Francisco. It has eight franchise offices in Denver, San Diego, Dallas, Seattle, Philadelphia, 
Hawaii, Vancouver and Toronto. 

The first thing management decided was to distribute the papers directly and early in the morning. The readers 
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were happy to receive the papers on the day they were printed instead of waiting a couple of days to receive them 
by mail. In 2003 the daily made an agreement with the Washington Post to deliver the papers together if the readers 

subscribed to both papers, reducing the subscription fees. In this way the daily solved the problem of distribution 

costs. The Daily also operates a library and cultural center to provide education, religion activity, and real estate 

training for Korean Americans. It held math contests to discover students with math skills. 

In May 2002, the daily acquired the latest cylinder press and began to print 60 . pages in color. Professional 

designers help design the advertisements. 

All of the editorial staff members at the Washington Korea Central Daily have prior experience as reporters. They 

are united in their professionalism. They feel that they contribute to better relationships between Korea and the 
United States through their agreement with the Washington Post. 

The Daily began to publish 'The Asia Times-DC', an English weekly magazine, in March 2004 for Asians and 

second generation Koreans who have difficulty with the Korean language. In April 2004 the news from the daily 

began being broadcast through Washington Christian Broadcasting Network (AM 950). 'Real Estate Guide' has 

been published by the daily to provide helpful information for Korean Americans looking for homes in the area. 

Washington Chosun Daily News 
Chul Eun Kang began distributing Chosun Daily News in February 1984. It was the fourth Korean daily papers 

available in the area. Chi Yoon Kim took over Chosun Daily News in 1989. It was then taken over by Pil Young 

Shin ·who tried hard to keep distributing the paper like his two predecessors, but the operation closed in 1993. On 

July 17, 1998, Hyung Gook Park, who operated Washington TV, made an independent agreement with Chosun Daily 
News in Korea and began to distribute it. 

The Washington Chosun Daily News wanted to provide Korea's best newspapers quickly to Korean Americans and 

began to distribute the papers not only in Washington D.C, but also in Vrrginia, Maryland, Baltimore, Richmond, 

and North Carolina. In October 1998 it acquired a cylinder press to print the papers in-house and in color to compete 

with other daily papers. It mails the newspapers to subscribers and the papers are available for free at Korean super 

markets, restaurants and public places. 

The Washington Post carried an article on March 16, 2001, stating that the Washington Chosun Daily News provided 

Korean news a day before the other papers did and that this was a big factor in the popularity of the . paper in 
the Washington area. Hyun Gook Park was quoted as saying that Koreans here liked the editorial page, articles 

on politics, and the society and culture sections in Chosun Daily News. He added that during Dae Jung Kim's 

presidency (1998-2003), Chosun Daily News was the only newspaper that maintained the policy to report the true 

news from Korea and that Korean Americans in the Washington area supported and encouraged the paper. Park 

concluded that the Washington Chosun Daily News would continue to fulfill its mission to provide news for the 

Korean community. 

Radio 
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WKBS 
In June 1980 the Korean Society of Maryland began to broadcast through AM 730 KHz in Baltimore. In November 

1980 Yong Chan Pak, who worked for NBC in Korea, acquired the broadcasting unit from Korean Society of 

Maryland and began broadcasting under the name of 'Korean American Broadcasting Company' . In November 

1982 it established Y-Studio. In February 1982 it relocated to Vrrginia where Korean businesses were concentrated 

and continued broadcasting through AM 730 kHz, WPKX. 

In November 1982 the company was registered as a corporation, Korean American Broadcasting Co. System Inc. 

Yong Chan Pak said that he had an agreement with KBS in Korea and in 1984 began to relay the KBS news directly 

to Korean Americans. This was an historic change for the Korean broadcasting in the area. 

In August 1985 WKBS began broadcasting through FM-SCA and listeners needed a special kind of radio to hear 

the broadcasts by WKBS. The broadcast time increased to 17 hours a day and WKBS had its own schedule. Later 

it began to broadcast 24 hours a day. 

Yong Chan Pak has a motto that Korean Americans should maintain Korean roots and should know about the U.S., 

and that Korean Americans should contribute to the country in which they have chosen to live. He has operated his 

broadcasting business in this way from the beginning. The programs include news analysis, dialogue, educational 

programs, programs about America, recreation, sports, religion, music and commentary. Listeners could participate 

in the programs and the programs have attracted new listeners. 

WKBS plays a role in assisting victims of natural disasters. It helped the survivors of the 9 .11 terrorist attacks. It 

also supports erecting memorials for the Korean community. Park puts an emphasis on the mission of the press to 

provide news, information, recreation, sports, religion, and cultural education for Korean Americans. 

Park recalled in his book that WKBS has constantly provided correct information and news to the public even 

during the Yusin period and the fifth Republic period, when many Korean media in the Washington area avoided 

reporting anything against Korean government. Staying true to its pledge has earned WKBS the trust of its listeners. 

WKBS celebrated its tenth anniversary in 1990, its twentieth anniversary in 2000, and its silver anniversary in 2005. 

It will strive to play the role of guide for Korean Americans who settle in the United States. 

Listening Area: Through a special radio, the broadcasting is available in Northern Virginia, Washington, D.C., 

Maryland Metropolitan Area, Baltimore, Richmond, and the Peninsula-Tide Water Area. Fees: Nominal Fees are 

applicable. 

WDCT-Radio Washington AM 1310 
In February 1995 Kyung Sup Shin acquired WDCT -AM 1310 and aired test broadcasts for about eight months. 

On October 16, 1995, WDCT began to broadcast Korean programs five hours daily. Korean Americans welcomed 

the Korean programs on the airwaves and they were very happy with them. Starting on August 11 , 1997, it began 

to broadcast programs 24 hours a day. It held a concert with soprano Young Ok Shin and Soo Me Cho. It also held 

various cultural events to assist the poor. It had a radio campaign to collect funds to assist flood victims in Korea and 

for turkey dinners for the poor in the area. It campaigned for Habitat for Humanity. It was once misunderstood by 

some people in the way it managed the collected funds . The president, Kyung Sup Shin, strongly denied mismanaging 

the funds. In October 2005 various events were held to commemorate the tenth anniversary of operation. 
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WDCT grows with the area's Korean community. It strives to enrich the lives of the second and third generation 

Korean Americans. It supports various Korean cultural activities and plays a role in advocating the value of 

Christianity. It provides programs for the Korean community not only with the news, but also with information 

necessary for listeners to exercise their rights in this country. 

The receiving areas for AM 1310 are Northern Virginia, Washington D.C., and Maryland Metropolitan area 

including Howard County. 

Weekly 

The Korean Weekly 
Hyun Song founded the Korean Weekly in 1991 and published it for ten years. Jin Hyun Park took over the 

operation and continued to issue the weekly for four more years. In October 2004 Jong Seong Lee, who worked for 

Korea Post and Washington Central Daily, took over the Korean Weekly. Even though the publisher was changed 

three times, the Korean Weekly has been published without any interruption. It carries various articles with subjects 

in any field. 

In addition to publishing duties, Jong Seong Lee works as a reporter and visits the source areas for news. The 

Korean Weekly keeps a statement on the front page that says, 'The weekly has been recognized as news commentary 

for 16 years and is your friend.' Being a weekly edition has advantages and disadvantages. The Weekly has many 

parts: a cover story, Korean community news, America, World news, news from Korea, Editorials, Immigration, a 

book review section, happy day, world events, education, service organization, real estate, sports, entertainment, 

health, notices and advertisements. 

Lee stated that the Korean Weekly coordinates with Dong Ah Ilbo, Money Today, Kwang Nam Ilbo, Young 

Nam Ilbo, Kyung Gi Ilbo, Financial News, Oh My News, One Race Daily, and the Associated Press to exchange 

information and provide necessary news and information to the readers. It also promotes knowledge, education and 

culture for the Korean community. 

The Washington Media 
The Washington Media was founded by Sony Kim on December 3, 1997. Sony Kim, an old timer in the Washington 

area, has been the publisher. Kim, the publisher, came to the U.S. in 1968 and she finished a high school here. She 

majored in psychology in college. She had a job with an American company where she worked as an interpreter on 

litigation cases. She still works as an interpreter on a part time basis. She has worked in both the Korean community 

and in mainstream American society. Starting in the 1970s she worked with American Dong A Ilbo, Hangook 

Shinbo, WKBS, WDCT -AM 1310 and WKTV as a reporter, program maker, or producer. 

As a woman publisher, she has had financial problems and some other difficulties from male-dominated Korean 

society. She has overcome these difficulties through endurance, courage, love, sense of fairness and religion. Some 

refer her as 'Ms. Bitter Word', meaning that she says what is right all the time. 

The Washington Media provides news of what has happened in the Korean community. It presents issues about 

which the readers need to be aware. It provides news from the Korean community that cannot be separated from 
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mainstream American society. It gives accurate news about Korea, North Korea, the U.S. and the World. It covers 
culture, history, religion and information on daily life. It issues about 30 pages of articles each week. .· It covers 
issues that some media try to avoid for one reason or another. The publisher shares joy and sorrow with readers and 
sometimes acts as a reporter, essayist, or consultant. She maintains positive relationships with minority organizations. 
The Washington Media holds a 'Night for Friends of the Washington Media' event every year. 

Television 

WKTV (Washington Korean TV} 

Korean community leaders Wan Soo Lee and Pil Young Shin opened Korean Cable Television (KCW) in Fairfax, 
Virginia in 1986. KCW relayed KBS news three hours a day through a communication satellite for Koreans in the 
Fairfax area. It also broadcast other programs like Korean dramatic series. Korean immigrants who struggled in 
settling here were comforted by KCW and loved the programs. 

KCW had financial difficulties and problems with employees, equipment and program production. In 1994 Young 
Nam Chun, the current president, took over and changed the name from Media General Cable to Cox Cable. KCW 
was changed to WKTV and in 2001 changed from analog to digital broadcasts. WKTV was available only in the 
Fairfax area in the beginning, but is now available in Montgomery, Howard, Baltimore and Ann Arundel counties. It 
is part of Cox Cable's Digital Basic Tier channel and attracts many new viewers. According to WKTV, its programs 
on Channel 254 have not only Korean but also American viewiers. 

WKTV coordinates with WKBS to broadcast news live. It also reports local news and programs prepared by WK.TV 
WKTV is in line with Korean Wave which telecasts programs with English captions for 1.5, 2nd, and 3rd generations 
of Korean immigrants and Americans all over the world. WKTV had only 3 employees when founded in 1986. It 
now has 21 employees, including its president Young Nam Chun. The station has an office with four departments, a 
multi-purpose studio with 5 digital editing offices, two complete digital offices, and digital equipment. 

KBN - TV (The Korean Broadcasting Network, Inc) 
KBN - TV began broadcasting on September 19, 1999, under the banner, 'Friendly Neighbor and Funny 

Broadcasting'. Currently it broadcasts from 7:30 p.m. to 11 :30 p.m. in Virginia through COX Cable Channel 13 and 
24 hours a day in Maryland through Comcast Cable Channel 667. 

KBN -TV is telecasting Korean programs from the position that Washington D.C. is the capital of the U.S. and 
political center of the World. Washington D.C has the third largest Korean population after Los Angeles and New 
York City. It estimates 150,000 Koreans live in the area and the number will soon be over 200,000 including those 
Koreans who do not reside here permanently. The Washington area has fine residential areas and there are excellent 
employment opportunities with state, county, city and federal governments. 

KBN - TV has an agreement to use the programs on MBC in Korea. It also has agreements with KlSB Channel 
1 and ABC News Channel 7. It produces Korean community news, interviews, documentaries on social services, 
music, real estate, 5-minute public service announcements, programs to help the needy, and programs for second 
and third generation Korean immigrants entering mainstream America. It regularly holds events to show Korean 
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movies and presents concerts with invited Korean performers. It held an eventfor Korean cultural arts and collected 
$27,000 for survivors of the 9.11 terrorist attacks. It sponsored 2002 World Cup Cheerleading and joined with the 
Korean Association of Greater Washington to collect money for victims of Typhoon 'Cicada' in Korea. It held a 
charity bazaar to encourage better relations between African Americans and Korean Americans. It provided foods 
and 10,000 bottles of spring water to the homeless in Washington D.C. and offers a party in honor of the aged every 
year. It holds events to support American politicians. It invited first class classic artists from Korea to commemorate 
the Centennial year celebration for Korean immigration held at the CapitoI ·and sponsors the youth singing contest 
and house wives' singing contest. Seong Eun Lee, General Manager ofKBN-TV, stated that it tries to contribute to 
the Korean and American communities by holding or sponsoring these events. 

WBS Washington Mission Network, Inc. 
WBS Washington Mission Network, Inc. was established in 1994. Hyun Gook Park, the first president, worked hard 

to keep it operating under many difficulties. Yong Hoi Koo became the second president and built the foundation as a 
mission network. Since 2006, Kwan II Yoo, a musician and business man, has been the president and he is working 
to make the company lively vigorous mission network to save souls. 

WBS Washington Mission Network, Inc. telecasts in the Washington area through COX Cable Channel 30 on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. In addition to broadcasting mission programs, it also 
telecasts educational, cultural and art programs. The WBS Washington Mission Network viewing area is Northern 
Virginia and the population of this area is about 136,000. The number of Koreans who subscribe to this cable service 
is 30,995. The cable penetration percentage is 82.3% and most of the viewers are over 30 years of age. They are 
mostly college graduates with good incomes. The network has various mission programs such as, 'Hour of Lord's 
Words' , 'Fellowship News', 'Pastoral Duties', 'Song in My Soul', 'We Love Jesus', 'Emmanuel Today', 'Miracles 
in 42nd Street', and '15-Minute Words'. It has programs for the 1.5, 2nd and 3rd generation Korean immigrants 
for their education, information, culture, art and health. There are other programs like, 'Renew Us', 'Christian 
Power Special Sermon', 'Hope Concert' . It has a program, 'Interview', with prominent individuals who are doing 
mission work all over the world. It has theWBS Mission Choir, WBS Children Choir, WBS Master Choir, and 
WBS Chamber Ensemble. Kwan 11 Yoo, the CEO ofWBS Washington Mission Network, Inc. stated that they will 
continue to work hard to accomplish the mission of '300 prayers and 3,000 supporters' . 

Magazines 

Korean Monitor 
The Korean Monitor was founded by Seok Goo Im in August 2003 under the slogan 'A forum for pouring out 

the inexhaustible beauty of life . .. ' and a commitment that, 'By restoring and sharing our precious traditional values 
and intellectual legacy, not only with people in our generation but also with our descendants as well, we intend to 
open a forum for contemporary warmth and irresistible beauty and to build a media age to link the Korean people 
and the first with later generations.' It started to publish the magazine monthly and the publication was the only 
magazine issued in both Korean and English. The magazine began to publish weekly in May 2005. The Korean 
Monitor plays an important role in providing necessary information about the relationship between Korea and the 
U.S., about culture, and for the education of children and adult Korean Americans through articles, regular seminars, 
conferences, Koguryo school, a research center for the issue of Dokdo, Korea Monitor Art Center, and a Washington 
Literature class. 
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4. Major Events in the Korean Community 

Diplomat National Bank 
Toe Diplomat National Bank was opened at 2033 K Street, N.W. on December 15, 1975. Chang Won Kim was 

the president. Toe bank attracted attention from the financial sector and the media because it was established for 

minority people. The bank sold stocks worth more than $2 million and became competitive with other banks. Toe 

major stock holders were the Unification Church, Dong Seon . Park, Jin Goo Lee, Joon Rhee and other Korean 

Americans. A stockholders' meeting was held at the conference room of the D.C. Doctors' Association of Columbia 

on December 4, 1975, where members of the board of directors were selected. Board members included Joseph Barr, 

who served as Treasury Secretary under President John F. Kennedy, Jack Anderson, a columnist, and Joon Rhee who 

was well known for his Joon Rhee Tae Kwon Do Institute. 

More than 1,000 guests were present at the inaugural party held at the bank on December 15, 1975. Some notable 

guests at the party include: Korean Ambassador Byung Choon Hahm, Reverend Frank B. Park, Reverend Hyun Chil 

Kim, Korean Business Association President Keun Pil Koh, Korean Arts Association President Sam Kyun Yoon, 

the D.C. Major, twenty U.S. senators, eighty congressmen, twenty foreign ambassadors, Assistant to the President, 

Culkins, many prominent bankers, politicians, and the media. 

Toe bank drew a lot of business from the early Korean immigrants. It was the first Asian American bank and 

Korean Americans led its administration. Toe bank, however, made poor decisions regarding loans, and some 

stockholders were investigated for their involvement with the 'Koreagate' scandal. The bank had to pay legal fees 

for these incidents and lost credibility. Korean Americans had to give up their influence on the affairs of the bank 

and the financial situation worsened. In 1979 Korean Americans tried to attract additional customers, like the D.C. 

government, the Korean Embassy, and Asian Embassies and businesses. Toe regulatory commission ordered the 

bank to increase its asset by $1 million in sixty days because the bank's finances were getting worse. Toe bank 

received the needed funds from the Cho Hung Bank in Seoul, but it was too late. Toe regulatory commission signed 

a contract with the vice president of the bank, Leo Bernstein, and the Korean Americans ceased their involvement 

with the bank. 

Dong Seon Park Incident 
The Washington Post, which became famous for exposing the Watergate incident, disclosed shocking news about 

Dong Seon Park on October 15, 1976. The Post reported that the South Korean government, through Dong Seon 

Park, tried to influence American politicians to act in favor of Korea. This was the beginning of the Dong Seon Park 

scandal. 

Toe list of American politicians who received money from Park was leaked at Anchorage Airport in Alaska 

when Park was on his way back from Seoul in December 1973. A U.S. intelligence agency had already begun its 

investigation of employees of the Korean Consulate Office in California on charges that they were threatening the 

lives of certain anti-government Korean Americans. Toe scandal would further deteriorate the relations between 

Korea and the United States. 

Dong Seon Park received money from the Korean government to operate the Georgetown Club in Washington, 

D.C. U.S. intelligence discovered that Park invited prominent politicians and influential people to the club where 

he openly pursued illegal lobbying activities. Toe Post editorial staff was extremely critical of the authoritarian 
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Korean government's attempts to bribe American politicians and raised the question, 'Why do Americans support a 

county that bribes American officials and represses its own people? Even considering Korea's strategic and political 

importance, the incident is very bad.' and suggested that the U.S. should review the fundamental relationship between 

the two countries. 

Former Korean CIA director Hyung Wook Kim, Jae Hyun Lee, the former information officer of the Korean 

Embassy in Washington, and Sang Keun Kim, an area agent of the Korean CIA, served as witnesses at the 

Congressional hearings on the incident, known as 'Koreagate'. Hyung Wook Kim testified that retired General 

Young Hoon Kang was operating the Institute of Korean Studies under Korean CIA sponsorship and that one Korean 

newspaper published in Washington was also under the KCIA. 

The Dong Seon Park incident had connections with the Han Jo Kim incident, the Diplomat Bank, and the Unification 

Church. Every day the 'Koreagate' hearings made headlines in the news further disgraced Koreans in the area. 

Korean Americans in the area complained of the constant coverage of the Korean government scandal and the 

involvement of certain Koreans with corruption. Special assistant to the Korean president and the former Korean 

Ambassador to the U.S. Dong Jo Kim refused to appear at the Congressional hearings. In response to this, the U.S. 

Congress cut food aid to South Korea and declared that the KCIA participated in the abduction of Dae Jung Kim 

from Japan. In addition, President Jimmy Carter announced his plan to reduce the number of U.S. troops in South 

Korea. The threat frightened Koreans who recalled how South Vietnam had fallen under communist rule when 

American troops withdrew. The situation between the two countries was the worst it had ever been 

The Dong Seon Park1s incident was resolved with his return to Korea. There was a big gap between the position 

of President Jimmy Carter, who advocated human rights, and Chung Hee Park, who enforced Yusin. The Korean 

community in Washington was very disappointed in the Korean government. 

During the period that the Dong Seon Park incident was being investigated, the democratization movement in 

the Korean community continued. This movement was influenced by President Carter's human rights policy and 

was transformed into a protest movement against human rights violations. The Korean Human Rights Campaign 

Committee held a forum at Good Counsel High School in Wheaton, Maryland on January 21, 1978. The speakers 

were former foreign minister Deok Shin Choi and retired General Hong Hee Choi, the former commander of Republic 

of Korea Anny's 6th Corp. On August 26, 1978, the committee held a demonstration in front of the White House 

and at the Washington Monument, asking the U.S. government to cut U.S. aid to Korea and denouncing Yusin. The 

participants in this rally included Deok Shin Choi, Channing Im, Won Koh, Kwang Wook Roh, Dong Soon Suh, Yoo 

Woong Suh, Seok Yoon Chang (James Chang), Soon Kyung Kim, Keun Kang and 100 other Koreans. 

In April 1978 the Korean Counsel for International Democracy was formed in Baltimore, and Sae Kon Koh became 

the chairman. Koh sent an official letter to President Carter, who was planning to visit Korea, expressing his concern 

that Carter's visit might be misinterpreted as suppojrqhd 

rt for Korea. Koh requested that Carter meet Bo Sun Yoon and Dae Jung Kim, who were in prison, and suggested 

that he also meet Seok Hyun Hahm, Soo Hwan Kim, and Ji Ha Kim. 

The Korean Association Office Building Opened 
Korean immigrants came to the U.S. in larger numbers every year in the early 1970s. As their economic situations 

improved they began talking about the need to have an office building for the Korean Association. Doyung Lee, with 

his campaign promise to acquire an office building, was elected president in October 1976. 
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Upon being elected, on October 27, 1977, Lee purchased the four-story office building located at 1730 Connecticut 

Avenue, N.W. for $154,050. He donated $10,000, received contributions from individual Koreans, sold lottery 

tickets, and borrowed $20,000 from the Diplomat Bank. He put a down payment of $45,000 on the building and 

arranged for owner financing of$109,050. The building was located at Florida Avenue and 21st Street and was an 

ideal location for the association. However, the building was old and needed repairs before it could be occupied. 

When Kyeu Hoon Park became the president in October 1978, the building was presenting problems. The monthly 

payment for the building was $1,500 and they didn't have enough money to repair the building. The association 

was unable to pay the mortgage on time. Diplomat Bank filed a lawsuit against Young Chae Kang, Sang Ki Park, 

Yong Keon Kim, and Cheon Byung Chae, who had co-signed for the loan for the association. In turn, Kang filed suit 

against Kyeu Hoon Park. The board of directors determined to sell the building because the association was unable 

to maintain it. It was sold for $225,000 on May 8, 1980. 

After the association paid the debt, the $34,698.48 remaining was deposited in the association's account. The two

year old dispute over the building had finally ended. The association was still too small to own an office building. 

The total number of Korean Americans in the area was about 20,000. No one brought up the issue of owning an 

office building for a long time after this. Kyeu Hoon Park had to repeatedly issue notices explaining the situation 

under which he had to sell the building. 

Chul Eun Kang, at the age of thirty-five, succeeded Park and used the deposited money as escrow to borrow money 

from the bank. He was accused of mismanagement of funds but cleared up the matter. Kang revealed the fact that he 

spent $10,000 for the year end party for the Korean community in the first year of his term, but the fund promised by 

the Korean government was to celebrate the Centennial year of the treaty signed between Chosun and the U.S. The 

$10,000 he withdrew from the fund was for the party but someone claimed that he used the money for himself. He 

expressed his unhappiness about this false accusation. In 1986 Pil Young Shin campaigned for the 23rd presidency, 

promising to acquire an office for the association. He was elected and contributed $30,000 to the association. He 

appointed Suk Bong Oh as the chairman of the fund raising committee and efforts were made to collect funds for an 

office building. 

The association building that was acquired by the 18th president, Doyung Lee, was sold by the 19th president, 

Kyeu Hoon Park. The $34,689.48 in the association account from the building's sale became the seed money to 

purchase another building. Han Yong Cho donated $10,000 as did Eun Soon Keh. Pil Young Shin donated $30,000 

when he registered to become a candidate for the presidency and Suk Bong Oh donated $10,000 when he became the 

chairman of the fund raising committee. Wan Je Chae, who was in real estate business, donated $10,000, enlarging 

the funds to $100,800. The association held a fund raising dinner party and golf tournament that increased the funds 

to $167,633. The committee wanted to buy a large building but the chairman, Suk Bong Oh, insisted on a smaller 

office condominium to avoid repeating the previous experience. The association bought an office condominium for 

$172,000. 

On August 13, 1988, a joint celebration was held for the opening of the association office and Korean Liberation 

Day. Chairman Suk Bong Oh reported that only $6,400 had to be borrowed to pay for the condominium in full. At 

the celebration Korean Ambassador Dong Jin Park donated $1,000, Ha Seok Lee $3,000, Sung Rye Kim $1,000, 

and Kyung Jae Lee $100, according to Ob's report from the ceremony. The trustees and officers of the association 

made donations to come up with the $6,400 on the spot, thereby making the association debt -free after buying the 

office condominium. 
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The association office was well used by presidents Suk Bong Oh, Doyung Lee, Sekwon Kenneth Chong, Daniel 

Byung-Keun Choi, Sung Rye Kim, Jie Kyung Song, Heung Taek Moon, and Young Keun Kim for 17 years. Past 

presidents publicly promised to establish the Korea Center, but that has not yet happened. Hark Jae Yun, the executive 

director and chairman of the trustees for the association, stated, "If we form a committee to establish the Korea Center 

and combine all fund raising activities, we can establish the center as long as we continue to work on it." 

The association condominium is located at 7004-L, Little River Turnpike, Annandale, Virginia 22003. When the 

association office opened in Annandale, the Korea town began to form around it. 

Korean Association Divided 
When Han Young Cho was elected 21st president of the association in 1982, the immigrant portion was the 

majority of the Korean community and the Cho faction began to form. The fifth Republic had succeeded the military 

government in Korea. Opposition leader Dae Jung Kim was in exile in Washington and the Korean community in 

the area was strongly influenced by Korean politics. Eun Soon Kay succeeded Cho and Pil Young Shin succeeded 

Kay as the 23rd president of the association in October 1986. The association was divided into three associations 

following the election for the 23rd president. 

The two teams of candidates were Pil Young Shin for president with Young Kil Lee and Jong Yun Lee for vice 

presidents, and Tae Kwon Lee for president with Sam Lae Cho and Hyun Gon Lee for vice presidents. As soon 

as they started to run for office, both sides began to criticize each other. Pil Young Shin and Tae Kwon Lee had 

graduated from the same high school, Yong San High School, in Seoul. The Shin team circulated material that said, 

' Tae Kwon Lee is running for the presidencyto do better business as a realtor.' The Lee team put up banners that 

said, 'Baltimore people should go to the Baltimore Korean Association,' because Shin lived in Columbia in Howard 

County, between Washington and Baltimore. 

Personal attacks were exchanged between the teams constantly. Jong Nam Lee, campaign manager for the Lee 

team, owned a Cadillac and someone slashed the tires of his car. The Korean Women's Club was robbed and their 

membership list was stolen. Shin wrote a check to the election committee in the amount $30,000 and promised the 

collllllittee he would donate it to the association to buy an office if he were elected. The campaign was similar to 

those for national assemblymen in Korea. The maximum pledge made by former candidates was $10,000. 

On October 3, 1986, two days before the election for presidency, Yong Boon Bae, president of the Korean Women's 

Club, Dong Hyun Choi, a realtor, and Kwang Woak Cho, a member of the association's board of directors, filed with 

the U.S. District Court in D.C. for a preliminary injunction to stop the election. The reason given for bringing the 

suit was that Shin resided in Columbia, an area not under the association's jurisdiction pursuant to Section 2 of the 

regulations of the association. Therefore, he was not eligible to be a candidate and residents in Howard County did 

not have the right to vote in the election. 

The Korean Association took the position that there was not enough time to notify the voters and requested that 

the Court ailow them to vote. Judge Hamilton granted the request with the condition that all voters should put their 

names and addresses on the back of the ballots and that ballot boxes should be identified by county and city. The 

names and addresses might be needed in case he ruled later that residents of Howard County did not have the right 

to vote for the association. The Shin team tried to incite Korean Americans by claiming that the Lee team had filed 

a suit because they could not win the election. Voters came out to cast ballots as scheduled, with most adding their 

names and addresses to the baUots, but some, in protest, returning home without voting. Nevertheless, the largest 
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turnout in election history was recorded, with 2,232 people from Virginia and 1,741 people from Maryland voting. 

In the past, as soon as the voting was over, the ballot boxes would be sent to a place where the ballots would be 

counted and the winners announced. Following this, the winners would celebrate their victory. This time, however, 

things were different. The ballot boxes were sent to the Court. The general meeting was called by the association, but 

cancelled because fewer than 200 members showed up. Lee was popular in Virginia and Shin was popular in Maryland. 

The Lee team predicted victory because more voters came out from Virginia and the Shin team was depressed. 

After the election on October 16, 1986, Eun Soon Kay, the 22nd president, called for an emergency board meeting 

to discuss how requiring voters to disclose their identities was in violation of the constitution. They thought the loser 

in the election and those who returned home without voting might file a suit. They decided to call for re-election 

within thirty days. The Lee team strongly opposed the decision and blamed the Shin team. The Lee team complained 

that the Shin team pushed the board to do this because they were likely to lose the election. 

The injunction came out on October 21. The U.S. District Court in D.C. determined that Shin was a qualified 

candidate, finding that the board of directors had already decided in 1984 that Howard County was part of their 

jurisdiction and that the association accepted Howard County residents as members. The ballots were counted in 

Court on October 22 and 23. Shin received 2,209 votes and Lee received 1,890. Shin won with a margin of 139. 

The result surprised both sides. 

Many were wondering what happened to the board's decision after the Court ruling, but Kay declared that the 

Court's ruling validating the election had nullified the decision of the board. On November 1 Shin took office. 

Lee, meanwhile, petitioned for a recount of the ballots and asked for a general meeting because the new president 

should be endorsed at the meeting. The association ignored Lee's request so the Lee team had their own meeting 

on November 16 at which time they organized the Korean Association of Virginia and the Korean Association of 

Maryland. Tae Kwon Lee and Soo Dong Sung became the respective presidents of each organization. Sung was the 

former president of the Korean Business Association. Sung then resigned as president because it was pointed out that 

Korean Association of Maryland should not be created in Virginia. The organization was later created in Maryland 

and Ok Seong Hwang became president. These two associations changed their names to the Korean American 

Association of Northern Virginia and the Korean American Association of Metropolitan Maryland, respectively. 

All three associations representing the Korean community were blamed for the election mess. The association 

had a long history with the community and election results had been accepted for 36 years. The election committee 

of the association was faulted, too. For the first time in the association's history, the loser did not concede. This 

election began a shameful period in the history of the Korean community. Many attempts at unification were made 

by subsequent presidents of these three associations, but the presidents lacked experience in dealing with this type 

of situation. An additional barrier to unifying the groups was that the first generation of Korean immigrants resisted 

merging with the second generation. 

The Korean American Association of Northern Virginia and the Korean American Association of Metropolitan 

Maryland continued to grow as area associations from 1988 to the present. They have helped Korean Americans 

in accordance with the local systems. Korean Americans were concerned when the association divided, but they 

accepted the division as a reality. Twenty years have passed since the division and each association has served its 

role representing Korean Americans in the area. The number of Koreans in the area is between 150,000 and 200,000, 

and is the third largest in the nation. 
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Murder of Yeon Soo Nah 
Yeon Soo Nab, the president of the Korean American Association ofNorthem Virginia, was murdered in his office 

on the night of August 13, 1991. He was fifty-five years old. His office was a Century 21 realtor's office located at 

7002 Evergreen Court, Annandale, Virginia. His body was discovered in his office by his wife, Sook Hee Yoo, who 

had been sleeping upstairs in the office building and was awakened by his scream. 

Ra had called for a 7 p.m. meeting in the office next to his Century 21 realtor's office to discuss the association's 

English program. Ki Choon Lee, Kyung Hoon Cha, Sony Kirn, In Ja Park, and Keun Lee attended the meeting. All 

of them went to a Korean restaurant, Kook 11 Kwan, to have dinner, returned to Ra's office around 10:45 p.m., and 

departed shortly thereafter. 

Ra, born in Korea in the South Julra province ofNaju, graduated from Telecommunication College, retired with the 

rank of army lieutenant colonel, worked for the postal office, and then immigrated to Washington in 1975. He was 

the first president of the Ho Nam Friendly Association, which was a political group organized to protest General Doo 

Hwan Chun's Kwangju massacre in 1980. Kwangju is a major city of the Julra province. Ra was a hot-tempered 

person and was very direct. His murder was shocking because he was an active participant in the affairs of the 

Korean community. 

Ra was not gunned down and no murder weapon was found at the site. No valuables were taken. Who would kill 

Ra? The Korean community wondered who did it. His wife disappeared after the incident and her lawyer came 

forward to handle the matter. Many suspected that someone close to his wife killed him. His friends pushed the 

police to investigate the case, but no suspect has been arrested and his murderer is still at large. It is the first incident 

in the history of Korean immigrants in the U.S. where the president of a group was killed. The Korean community 

will be shocked again when the killer is arrested. 

Robert (Chae Kon} Kim Arrested 
In September 1996 the FBI arrested Robert Kirn, who worked for the Intelligence Office in the U.S. Navy, on a 

conspiracy charge. In July 1997 he was sentenced to prison for nine years with three years of probation on charges of 

conspiracy to obtain national defense information: Title 18 USC section 793b. He served his sentence in the Allen 

Wood Federal prison in Pennsylvania. His prison term was reduced to seven and a half years for good behavior and 

he was released in June 2004. After his release from prison, he demanded that the Korean government restore his 

reputation, claiming that he had provided information to help Korea, but the Korean government denied his request. 

On the day he was released, a support group presented Kirn with statements signed by 108 assemblymen urging 

the Korean government to take actions to resolve the Kirn incident and with encouraging messages that had been 

collected from Korean citizens during fund raising activities for him. A book about Kim, 'Return Home' was 

published in Korea and a copy of the book was also given to him. 

According to FBI reports, Kirn copied intelligence information about Korea ( called the K file) and sent it to the 

Korean government. Kirn indicated that the content of the K file was mostly about political situations in the Pacific 

Asian area and the economic and military status of North Korea. He thought that Korea, as an ally of the U.S., 

should have the information. In an interview he admitted to making a well-intentioned mistake and explained that 

although the information was classified, it was not that important. 

Koreans have different views on Kim's incident. First generation Koreans understand Kim's stated motive. They 
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are practical and think any Korean can make such mistakes. They think he should file suit and institute a legal battle, 

and if that is not possible, that he should have been assisted financially. However, second generation Koreans take a 

different view. They are strict and believe the movement to assist him is unfair. They say that many Koreans in prison 

deserve to be understood because they have been in difficult circumstances. 

Publication of the History of Koreans in Washington and Dispute 
In 1994 the first History of Korean Americans in the Washington Metropolitan Area (1883-1993) was published. 

The history book was unprecedented in the size and the method of editing. The editorial staff was selected and the 

support group was formed by the Korean Association of Greater Washington. For the first time, the history book was 

published by the Korean Association overseas. The publication of the history book was unprecedented. An English 

version was also published in 1995. 

The publication of the history book was reported not only in Korean newspapers in the U.S, but also in major daily 

papers in Korea. It was broadcast in Korea. The English version of the history book was introduced on the front page 

of the Local Section of the Washington Post. It may be the first and only time the Washington Post carried an article 

about the Korean community in a full page article. The Post quoted the story of Chosun envoys' visit to Washington, 

the story of the Korean community and the contributions of Korean professionals. 

The history book was not published with complete harmony in the Korean community. Editor-in-ChiefYoung Chang 

Chae stated that when the KoreanAssociatibn of Greater Washington initiated writing the book, some organizations, 

including the Korean American Association of Northern Virginia and the Korean American Association of 

Metropolitan Maryland, showed their opposition to this initiative. Some claimed that it was not necessary to publish 

it within the term of this president. Some claimed that they could not participate in the initiative because they did not 

agree with the project's leader. Because of their opposition, they refused to provide needed information for the book 

and did not participate in fund raising activities. 

On October 19, 1994, the Korea News quoted what one Korean had claimed- that the 'History ofKoreanAmericans 

in the Washington Metropolitan Area' was full of distorted stories, and he intended to bum the books in front of the 

association office. The News also quoted what one Korean, whose name started with P, had stated - that he would 

pursue a preliminary injunction to stop the distribution of the book. The plan to leave the written history of our 

lives in America was not going well due to opposition from certain individuals. Chae recalled that the number of 

individuals opposing the project was relatively small and that their opposition was temporary. At the publishing party 

for the history book Chae added that they planned to issue a revised version within 10 years. In 2003 the project of 

revising the history book was selected as one often projects by the Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration. 

The centennial year of 2003 came and went without any movement toward the revision of the history book. The 

Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration was changed to the Korean American Foundation - Washington. In 
January 2004 The Korean American Association of Washington proposed revising the history book in conjunction 

with the Korean American Foundation. The foundation agreed and several meetings were held to discuss the matter. 

However, they had different views on the project and could not find agreement. They declared that each group would 

compile the book, resulting in two revised books. However, the opinion of the Korean community was that they 

should work together to compile a single book. Both sides negotiated informally until May 2004 when they finally 

agreed that the existing editorial committee should continue working on the revision. They signed an agreement 

agreeing to collect the information together and to publish the book jointly. 
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5. Episodes in the Korean Community 

This section traces interesting episodes in the Korean community. Although the Korean community can be traced 

back to the arrival of the Chosun envoys in 1883, the limited number of Koreans in the Washington area prior to 1950 

meant there were few noteworthy events to report. 

Boston Marathoners 
In 1950 Ki Yong Hahm, Ki Yoon Song, and Yoon Chil Choi won first, second, and third place, respectively, in the 

Boston Marathon, exciting the entire Korean community. The American news media carried this story as top news 

nationwide. The three marathoners came to Washington at the invitation of the area's Korean community and were 

guided by Walter K. Park, Se Seon Kim and Seong Beom Lee. Park recalls that the three runners were too young to 

know American etiquette and were inadvertently rude to American well wishers. 

National Anthem Composed by lk Tae Ahn 
During a visit to a Korean church in Washington in June 1952, 1k Tae Ahn told Walter K. Park how came to 

compose the Korean National Anthem. Ahn related how, during a visit to San Francisco in 1930, he noticed that the 

national anthem was sung to the tune of a Scottish folksong, and how he promised Reverend Sa Seon Hwang that he 

would compose a national anthem that would be Korea's own. 

Ahn spent several years collecting and comparing forty different national anthems and felt that he was guided by 

God in composing the Korean anthem. A concert to remember Ahn, the world famous musician, was held at Church 

of Epiphany on April 2, 2006. Another memorial concert, sponsored by the Washington Women's Club, was held 

at Northern Community College on April 9, 2006. The Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic and the Northern 

Virginia Chorus, which includes Korean vocalists, presented the Korean Anthem composed by Ahn along with 

Korean fantasias. 

lnduk Park's Korea Foundation 
Induk Park, born in the Korean town of Jinnampo, came to the United States in 1926. She studied at Wellesley 

College and Columbia University and later travelled North America delivering speeches about Korean history and 

culture at about 200 different colleges and universities. She returned to Korea and opened Dukwha School, which 

did not last long due to financial hardship under Japanese colonial rule. 

In 1955, Park returned to Washington and started the Korea Foundation, traveling 2,110 miles by bus to give 6,680 

fund raising speeches. She impressed audience and collected enough to establish a school. She returned to Korea in 

1962 and established Induk Institute. Park passed away and her daughter, He Ran Kim, now runs the institute. 

Korean Navy Visits Washington 
In October 1955, approximately 200 Korean Navy officers and enlisted men who had completed training at Norfolk 

Naval base sailed in two patrol ships to Washington along the Potomac River. Flying Korean flags, the war ships 

anchored at the Maine Avenue port where Koreans gathered to shout, 'Long Live Korea!' through tears of joy. All 

the officers and sailors were invited to Korean homes for kimchi and hot pepper paste. 

July 4th Friendship Society, WashingtoR Friends 
Doyung Lee and his close friends organized the July 4th Friendship Society after Lee completed his first term as 
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president of the Korean Association. Membership was about 100 at the time. Suk Bong Oh and twenty-five friends 

similarly organized the Washington Friends after his Korean Association presidential term was over. Although the 

groups were friendly, they seemed to compete with each other to show their power. 

Unification Church Sponsors a Visit to Korea 
The Unification Church organized ten-day visits to Korea for Korean Americans to learn the church's principles. 

About 300 Koreans in the Washington area and 1,500 from other parts of the United States visited Korea through 

this program in the early 1980s. Starting in 1986 the church recruited Koreans for U.S. trips to see church related 

organizations there. About 60,000 Koreans visited the U.S. with all expenses paid by the church. 

Tae Kyung Han's Family Reunion 
Tae Kyung Han, the general manager of the Korean Community Service Center, moved to South Korea in 1947 

after attending seminary school in Pyonganbukdo in North Korea. He left his entire family in North Korea and later 

learned that his mother, Keum Soon Kirn, and his brother, Tae Keun, were living in Yonbyon, in Kilrim province, 

in China. He visited China in December 1978 and saw his mother and brother after thirty-two years of separation. 

His family was happily reunited in Washington after he successfully petitioned the State Department to bring them 

to the U.S. 

Young II Koh Saw His Mother in Pyongyang 
Young 11 Koh visited Pyongyang as an interpreter for the U.S. table tennis team, which participated in the International 

Ping Pong tournament held in North Korea on April 25, 1979. He saw his mother, Jeong ho Lee, and his sister, Ryeo 

Haeng Koh, for the first time after twenty-nine years. Ko, who had left North Korea when he was only ten years old, 

was greeted by his sister, who praised 11 Sung Kirn and shouted anti-American slogans. Despite this, the family was 

overcome by tears of joy and the scene was unforgettable for all the families who had been separated by the division 

of the nation. Ko's family tried to persuade him to stay in Pyongyang, but he returned to Washington. His father, 

Soon Wook Koh, who stayed with him in Washington, heard about their meeting and said, 'Young 11 was a favorite 

son ofhis mother, God blessed the mother and son' , and then he cried. 

Catholics in Lawsuit 
Catholic priest Young Soo Wang was under attack by Catholic laymen for his disgraceful behavior and misconduct 

that had been reported by the Korean papers. Father Wang sued Dong Geol Joo, Moon Kyu Park, Seon Hwan 

Sung, Seon Ho Lee, Jae Hee Lee, Byung Gi Yoo, Ki Yong Chung, and Kyung Jae Kirn for libel, seeking $3 million 

in damages. The defendants counter-sued Father Wang, who was accused of repressing religious freedom and the 

freedom to attend mass. They each demanded $1 million in September 1979. Both sides dropped their charges in 

June 1980. 

Doo Hwan Chang Case 
In 1977 Doo Hwan Chang of Baltimore was a salesman for the Epstein Department Store. He was forced out of 

work after being suspected of shoplifting. He won a $2 million settlement from his employer after four years of 

legal struggle. 

Group Celebration for the 60th Birthday 
In December 1987 a friendly group was formed by Korean Americans who had all been born in 1929, to celebrate 

their 60th birthdays together. The president of the group, Kap Sok ~m, who operates Koryo Acupuncture and Herb 

Clinic, remarked, 'The members of the group were born in a difficult time and many Koreans born in that year were 
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killed during the Korean War. When we find any Korean in this area who was born in 1929, we know we are lucky 
to be alive.' 

The members turned 60 years old in 1989. Six of the members, Kap Sok Kim, Han Sik Yoo, Yoo Moon Lee, Tae 
Seop Kim, Deok Yong Shin and 11 Jong Eom, had their 60th birthday party together on April 29, 1989, at the Stouffer 
Concourse Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia. The group birthday celebration was prepared by their children to show 
their filial piety toward their parents. About 1,000 guests attended the party. The offerings for the party were used for 
pleasure trips across the U.S. for the men and their wives. The members indicated that the pictures, tape recordings, 
and videos from the group celebration would be kept permanently for their descendents. This was the first event of 
its kind in the Korean community. It was a meaningful event as it showed the traditional Korean etiquette and respect 
for the aged. 

Yoon Jeong (Lilly) Lee, Figure Skating Champion 
Lily Lee, daughter of former president of the Korean Association of Greater Washington Doyung Lee, received a 

gold medal at the Eastern United State figure skating championships held in Massachusetts December 9-14, 1986. 

Lily's achievement was the most inspiring deed in the Korean community. She should be proud of herself and 
so should her parents and all Korean Americans be proud of her. Lily represented Korea in the Winter Olympic in 
1983 at age 13 and she received a third-place bronze medal for her efforts. Lily skated in many international games 
as a Korean team member and received many trophies. She gave joy and happiness to the people of Korea and to 
Koreans around the world. She also participated as a member of the Korean team in the Winter Olympics in Norway 
in February 1994. 

Lily was able to achieve her level of success because she dedicated herself to long hours of practice and because 
she had the full support of her parents who gave her their enthusiasm, time, and money. 

Korean Language Course at Montgomery College 
The Rockville Campus of Montgomery College is the first community college in the area to offer a Korean 

language course. The course was started thanks to the traditional culture heritage fund from the federal government. 
The program was experimental for two years and then the college decided to offer the course as a regular part of the 
curriculum offerings. Each semester 10-20 students enroll in the course, which is not only for college students but 
also for Korean students in 11th and 12th grades and non students. Dr. Paul Hotak Choi has taught the course for the 
last two years. 

Preferred Customer Card Program by Association 
In 2004, the Korean American Association of Greater Washington (president: Young Keun Kim) created a preferred 

customer program in association with Korean businesses. Koreans who join the program are offered preferred customer 
cards that entitle them to discounts from member stores. About 500 Koreans joined the program at its inception. Mi 
Hwa Han, director of the Youth Sub-Committee of the association, indicated that through the campaign in Korean 
markets and advertisements in the mail or phone solicitation, many Koreans have been drawn to this program. 

Immigration Fraud by Attorney Sang Yeol Lee 
In 2003, Attorney Sang Yeol Lee was arrested on fraud charges. He had represented many Koreans in their 

immigration to the U.S. and this incident surprised Koreans in the area and across America. Lee forged employment 
documents and tried to use them as the required documents for Koreans applying for permanent visas. Some business 
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owners were conspirators in the fraud. It is a shameful incident for Koreans. 

The FBI investigated 60 applications out of about 150 applications prepared by Lee. Of the 60 applications, 58 

contained fraudulent documents. Lee charged up to $50,000 for his services to prepare an application. This incident 

called into question the honesty of Korean lawyers and many Koreans have concerns about the possibly of other 

dishonest Korean lawyers as the U.S. government takes a tougher stance regarding illegal immigrants after 9/11. 

Stage for Stars, Peace Concert 
On June 30, 2003, Korean Americans in the area found themselves in amazement three times at RFK Stadium in 

Washington D.C. They were amazed by the large number of Koreans, about 15,000, who came for the concert. They 

were amazed at the concert itself, performed by Sin Hwa, Bo Ah and about 20 top class performers, and they were 

amazed by the cheering of 'Dae Han Min Gook' and the waving of Korean flags. They felt proud to be Koreans. 

Jang Yeop Hwang Visits Washington 
Jang Yeop Hwang, former secretary of North Korea's national labor union, who defected to South Korea, managed 

to make a trip to Washington in October 2003, at the invitation of the Defense Forum. 

American media spotlighted Hwang's visit and his message was clear. He insisted that Jung 11 Kim be removed 

from power in order to democratize North Korea. He is very sympathetic to the plight of the North Koreans and is 

regarded as an independent scholar rather than a politician. 

Korean Americans between Anti-American and Anti-Korean Waves 
In 2003 and 2004, candle light anti-American demonstrations continued in Korea. The anti-American movements 

were reported in the United States and were exaggerated by some media. The reporting aroused anti-Korean 

sentiment among some Americans and Korean Americans worried about it spreading. 

The U.S media reports included the issue of North Korea's nuclear energy program and South Korea's anti

American movements. Some media covered the incident where a U.S. soldier in Korea was beaten up by a Korean 

and his bloody image was broadcast. The Korean Embassy in the U.S. and many Korean agencies received calls and e

mail from Americans protesting the anti-American sentiment in Korea. Korean Americans continued to be concerned 

over the continued anti-American movements in Korea and the growth of anti-Korean sentiment in the U.S. 

Independence Movement Day Observed 
While the negotiations to resolve the issue of North Korea's nuclear energy program are complicated by diverse 

opinions, the Korean American Association in the Washington Metropolitan Area and 39 other Korean groups 

observed Korean Independence Movement Day on March 1, 2003. They adopted a common statement for the Korean 

community in the Washington area. The statement asserted that U.S. troops should remain in Korea and emphasized 

the need for development and improvement of the Korea-U.S. relationship. The statement, adopted on the 84th 

anniversary of the March 1st Independence Movement Day, pointed out that anti-Korean sentiment was about to 

expand in the U.S. and endanger the Korea-U.S alliance that had existed for over 50 years. It also pointed out that the 

growing anti-Korean sentiment presented problems for the safety of Korean Americans and their businesses. 

The common statement also asserted that Korea should focus on international cooperation, not just racial harmony, 

and that it was not necessary for South Korea to be in harmony with North Korea before the resolution of the nuclear 

energy issue. It further stated that Korea should not take a position on the unification theory based on mutual 
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assistance, and that Korean Americans in the U.S. should play a role in maintaining normal relationships between 

Korea and the U.S. 

A total of 39 Korean groups, including the Korean American Association of Northern Virginia, the Korean 

American Association ofMetropolitan Maryland, each Friendship Association, The Centennial Committee ofKorean 

Immigration, the Korean American Family Counseling Center, the Dry Cleaner's Association, the Korean American 

Athletic Association, the Washington Council ofKorean Churches, the Korean Veterans' Association in Washington, 

and the Korean Women's Club joined with the Korean American Association in the Metropolitan Washington Area 

to issue the common statement. 

Divided Families 
The Number of Koran Americans with family members in North Korea, including non-immediate family, is 

estimated at about 65,000. According to Young Il Chun, director of the International Strategic Research Center 

(ISR), they came up with the estimate based on research done with Korean church members in Los Angeles, New 

York City, and other cities where many Koreans lived. 

According to ISR the number of Korean Americans described above represents 5-10 % of the population. Using 

the statistics from the 2000 Census report, which reported the number of Korean Americans in the U.S. at 1,076,872, 

the number of Korean Americans with family members in North Korea should be about 54,000 -107,000. Director 

Chun said that the center would continue to collect the data but the number would not exceed 65,000. 

No U.S. Preemptive Strike against North Korea 
Representative Curt Weldon, a leading Republican Congressman, criticized the Bush administration's possible 

preemptive strike against North Korea in his speech at the conference to commemorate the Centennial Year of 

Koran Immigration and the 50th Anniversary of Korea and U.S Alliance. Congressman Weldon said that the best 

policy would be to avoid war in Korean peninsula, that it would not be necessary for the U.S. to make a preemptive 
strike against North Korea, losing U.S. servicemen. At the forum, held at the Fairview Park Marriot Hotel in Falls 

Church, Congressman Weldon emphasized that the North Korean nuclear energy issue could be resolved through 

negotiations and that the U.S. should continue the six-party negotiations. 

Korean Architect Designs 9/11 Memorial Park at Pentagon 
A Korean architectural firm was awarded the $11 million contract to design the 9/11 Memorial Park at the Pentagon 

to commemorate the victims of the 9/11 terrorist attack. The U.S. Defense Department disclosed that Centex Lee, 

LLC, located in Fairfax, Virginia was selected to design the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial Park to honor the 184 individuals 

who lost their lives at the Pentagon or on American Airline's Flight 77 on September 11, 2001. To obtain the contract 

from the Department of Defense, Lee and Associates in Washington, run by Jin Kook (Jefl) Lee(47) and Dallas, 

Texas architectural firm Centex, established Centex Lee, LLC. 

Second Generation Korean Immigrants Favor Korean Music and Shows 
It was evident that the first generation of Korean immigrants, and also the second generation of Koreans immigrants 

who were born in the United States, including the 1.5 generation immigrants, preferred Korean culture to American 

popular culture. According to a Korean store that sells CDs, 70% of the stock is Korean CDs. Of this, 90% are for 

youth. Korean CDs are very popular among young Koreans and most CDs are purchased by them. 

Korean students at Maryland University and George Mason University are especially woven into the Korean 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 211 



culture. Any Korean student who is not familiar with Korean pop singers is regarded as a secret agent from North 

Korea. The latest fashion here is the same as in Korea and videos of shows where Korean popular singers perform 

are popular with young Koreans. Korean video stores are busy when new Korean videos become available as young 

customers rush in to rent them. 

Korean High School Students in Mclean 
Fairfax County schools, especially in Mc Lean, are popular with Korean students transferring from other school 

districts. Korean parents concerned with their children's education want to send their children to Langley and 

McLean High Schools in McLean, and to Lake Braddock, Robinson and Woodson High Schools in Fairfax. The 

students of these high schools consistently receive high scores in the SAT and other standardized tests. These schools 

are among the best in the county. In July and August 2003, 242 Korean students transferred into the Fairfax County 

School system. 70% of them came from Korea and the rest of them came from other states in the U.S. In July and 

August 2003, a total of 2, 019 students transferred to Fairfax County School system, 12% of them Korean students. 

The number is slightly smaller than the previous year but the percentage of Korean students is the same. 

Young Deok Ahn Ran for Supervisor of Mason District 
Young Deok Ahn, who had moved to Loudon County four years earlier, moved to Falls Church to run for the 

position of Supervisor of Mason District in Fairfax County in November 2003. 

Ahn campaigned saying, 'Annandale is the heart of the Korean community. A Korean supervisor should be elected 

here. I promise to deal with the issues of the aged, education and taxes. About 52,000 senior citizens are in the 

Mason district but only 2,000 of them are registered at the Senior Center. I have a plan to run effective and practical 

programs for them.' Although his bid was unsuccessful, Ahn was the first Asian candidate for the position since the 

first election for Supervisor was held in Fairfax County in 1746. 

Jong Joon Chun, Human Right Attorney 
Attorney Jong Joon Chun is an immigration lawyer who in May 2003 won a four-year legal battle to correct 

discriminatory practices against Koreans who applied for visas from the U.S. Embassy. In 1999, Soon Deuk Chang 

and four family members applied for visa to visit the U.S. The four family members received the visitors' visas but 

Chang was denied because he had previously applied for a permanent visa. Chun filed a law suit against Secretary of 

State Colin Powell to stop the routine discriminative rejection of visas for Koreans. 

At an interview with reporters at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C., Attorney Chun indicated that the 

State Department had a policy limited to Korean applicants whereby a visitor's visa would not be issued if they had 

applied for permanent visas. He stated that Soon Deuk Chang had been rejected twice for a visitor's visa because 

he had applied for a permanent visa before. This policy divided families and in some cases individuals gave up 

applying for permanent visas. Four years from the date of his application, on April 7, 2003, Chang finally received 

his visitor's visa from the U.S. Embassy in Seoul. Chun added that he was very thankful they changed this policy. 

Prior to changing this policy, the U.S. Embassy did not issue a visitor's visa to any Korean who applied for 

permanent visa because of fears the applicant might stay in the U.S. without returning to Korea. It could take about 

10 years to get a permanent visa in cases of family invitation, and during this period the applicant could not visit the 

U.S. Attorney Chun is currently working hard to have Congress pass a bill that would automatically give mixed

blood children U.S. citizenship. 
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Nicholas and Shuster Couples Adopt Korean Children 
This is a wonderful story about a family's love. A couple named Nicholas failed to conceive a child of their own 

and after six years decided to adopt. Both Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas are blind and they decided to adopt blind children. 

They began adopting children from Korea in 1976, eventually adopting four-Kim, now 27, Mark, now 23, Ellen, 

now 21 and Sarah, now 18. The Nicholas said, 'We decided to adopt blind children like us to help the children live 

new lives. We lived new life with them.' Their first son was adopted in 1976 at the age of two through a charity 

organization in Oregon. 

The couple named their first son Kim. They gave him this Korean name in the hope he would never forget that 

he came from Korea. They obtained treatments for his blindness, which was cured. Kim graduated from Johns 

Hopkins University and today works as a software engineer. 

The Nicholas 's second son, Mark, was adopted when he was 11 months old. Soon after his adoption Mark received 

an operation for congenital cataracts and recovered partial vision. He works at a CD and video store and plans to go 

to seminary school to major in religious music. 

The Nicholas's first daughter, Ellen, majored in psychology in college but changed her school and her major to 

linguistics. She participates actively in the events of the Korean community and had a testimony sponsored by Mil 

Al Mission Group in Southern California. In her testimony she spoke of how she had been abandoned by her own 

parents before age 4 and had worried after she was adopted that she would again be abandoned. She testified that 

she was expelled from grade school because she was blind. She cried when she spoke about her adoptive parents, 

without whose dedicated love she could not live. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas live in Baltimore, Maryland, and their love for their four adopted children sheds light on the 

dark side of hatred and jealousy that exists in society. There is another couple similar to the Nicholas in the suburb 

of Baltimore. The Shusters, a couple in the construction business, is raising seven adopted Korean children. 

Three Leaders in the Korean Community- Walter K. Park, Dae Wook Chang and Chai Chang. Choi or 
Chai C. Choi Walter K. Park, Dae Wook Chang and Chai Chang Choi or Chai C. Choi, all deceased, were leaders 

of the early Korean community. In the 1950s and 1960s, the true leader of Korean community was Walter K. Park. 

It was Park's idea to form the Korean Friendly Association, the predecessor of the Korean Association of Greater 

Washington. He also played a major role in establishing Korean Churches and the Korean Scholarship Foundation. 

Nothing can be said about the early Korean community without mentioning him. 

According to Young Chang Chae, editor-in-chief of the 1994 edition of The History of Korean Americans in the 

Metropolitan Area 1883-1993, Walter K. Park was the first person who called the Association when the plan to 

publish the history book was announced. Park said, 'Before I die, I hope the history book is published. lfl die now 

the history of the Korean community will be buried with me.' Despite his advanced age, Park visited the Association 

several times and encouraged the editing staff in their work. Most of the parts of the book that concern the early 

history of the Korean community were based on his memories and records. After his passing, one Korean church 

named the fellowship room after his wife's middle name and his middle name, 'Soon Won Room'. 

Dae Wook Chang was the youngest brother of Lee Wook Chang, the former president of Seoul National University 

as well as the 4th Korean Ambassador to the U.S. He immigrated to the U.S. in 1952 when the immigration law was 

amended under the McCarran Walter Act. He supported himself while studying at Ashland College in Ohio where 
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he majored in history, and later came to Washington, D.C. to work for the Library of Congress for many years before 

retiring from there. 

Chang contributed to the establishment of Korean churches in the area based on his church life from youth. He was 

a novelist and essayist and wrote the book, "Thirty-Year History of Korean Churches". He wrote many articles about 

religion and church histories and was an active member of the Korean Poets & Writers Group. A Korean church has 

awarded the 'Dae Wook Chang Literary Prize' every year since he passed away in 1998. 

Chai Chang Choi passed away at age 98 in 2004. Choi's life was legendary to Korean immigrants. He graduated 

from Songdo High School at age 21 in 1927. Choi supported himself after he came to the U.S. as a student, finished 

medical school and returned to Korea to work at several hospitals. He returned to the U.S. right before the Korean 

War broke out on June 25, 1950, and practiced in Alexandria, Virginia for many years. He maintained his involvement 

with the Korean community throughout his retirement in Virginia. 

Choi served as the president of the Korean Association three times in the 1950s. He received many medals and 

letters of appreciation from the Korean government. He continued to be involved with the Korean community 

affairs after he retired and was elected as the honorary president for the Centennial Committee of Korean American 

Immigration. He tried hard to purchase the building that the Korean Legation occupied in the 1980s. 

In 2003, Choi was named alumni of the year by Virginia Commonwealth University. He showed deep concern 

for the unification of Korea in his later years and made unsuccessful attempts to meet Jung 11 Kim, North Korean 

Chairman of Committee of the State Security. 

It cannot be confirmed because he is deceased, but Choi was supposed to meet Premier 11 Sung Kim more than 

10 years ago. He did not meet him because his family opposed the meeting. A Korean church is collecting money 

for 'Chai Chang Choi Fund'. The only criticism of Choi was that he did not resist the oppression of the Korean 

government. He was silent and he failed to take a position against the dictatorship. For example, his position on 

President Chung Hee Park's amendment of national constitution to be elected for the third term was contrasted with 

that of Walter K. Park. 

Jae Kyung Hwang, Talented 
Every Korean involved in affairs of the early Korean community knew Jae Kyung Hwang. He was born Ahn Byun, 

Hahmkyungnamdo in 1906. He graduated from Tokyo Seminary and in 1940 was ordained a Presbyterian minister. 

Before he became a minister, he was a comedian. His program, 'Jae Kyung Hwang Gag' had been broadcast weekly 

for 17 years. 

According to Se Yeon Hwang, Jae Kyung Hwang, the third son, came to the U.S. in 1947 to learn audio visual 

techniques. He had a job as an announcer for Voice of America (VOA) and provided information on American 

culture and news to Koreans in both South and North Korea. Koreans over 70 years old remember the news of hope 

provided by Hwang of VOA when they were under the communist regime during the Korean War. 

The VOA moved from New York to Washington in 1954. Hwang continued his employment with the VOA, and 

with Seong Deok Kim, his co-worker at the VOA, worked as co-pastor of a Korean church from 1955 to 1977. 

During this period he officiated at many wedding ceremonies for Korean couples. His talents include music. He 

owned sixty-seven kinds of musical instruments and played them all. Sometimes he played a Korean harp, a short 
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bamboo flute, saw and stick, and other musical instrument before audiences including Korea's President. He was 

more talented than virtuous. Some regarded him as a person who stayed safely on the cautious side. Nevertheless, 

he brought lots oflaughter to Koreans. 

Hwang retired from the VOA in 1973 after 23 years of service. Following his retirement, he had a busy life traveling 

back and forth between Korea and the U.S. providing church services. In 1984 he died from a heart attack while 

broadcasting at the Far East Broadcasting Company in Seoul. He was 78 years old when he passed away. 

Ki Baek Yang (Key P. Yang), Korea Specialist 
Ki Baek Yang (Key P. Yang) should be mentioned in the history of both the Korean community in the Washington 

area and the larger Korean community in the United States. Yang worked for the Library of Congress as a Korea 

Specialist and was head of the Korean Section as well as head of the East Asian Group during his forty-five year 

employment there from the summer of 1950 to June 1995. 

Yang was born in 1920. He graduated from Soong Sil Middle School and then studied at a university in Japan. He 

worked at the Japanese Governor-General's office in Seoul and in the U.S. provisional government office in Korea. 

He worked for the office of the Kyunggi provincial government after the Republic of Korea was established in 1948. 

He left his government position to come to the U.S. to study. He was somewhat late in joining the group of Korean 

students in the U.S. 

Yang was in the first group of students selected in 1948 by the U.S. provisional government in Korea to come to the 

U.S. for study. He came to America with Kwang Rim Koh, Ok Gil Kim, Han Soo Shin, and others on a merchant 

ship. He received an undergraduate degree from Monmouth University in Illinois in June 1950. On his way to 

Boston to enroll in graduate courses at Boston University, he dropped by Washington to get information about his 

family in Korea as the Korean War had just broken out. He happened to note that the Library of Congress was 

advertising a position and he applied for it. This was the occasion that brought him to settle in Washington. In the 

1950s, Yang played key roles in establishing Korean churches and the Korean Association in Washington along with 

Walter K. Park and Byung Cheol Koh. 

The U.S. Library of Congress is probably the largest library in the world. This enormous center of information 

contains material on legislation, administration, and justice. It has books, journals, and professional materials. It 

provides essential information to the U.S. government in making important decisions. In August 1950, the U.S. 

Congress passed a bill to establish the Korean Unit in the Library of Congress. As of September 1, 1950, the Korean 

Unit was open in the Japanese Section of the library. 

In the beginning, Evelyn B. McCune was responsible for the Korean Unit as the Korean Specialist. In 1953 Yang 

took over the Korean Unit. He had worked there in various supervisory positions for 45 years. He assisted with 

library books for Korean students at graduate schools in the U.S. who was writing dissertations for their Ph.Os. He 

also mailed library books to Korean students and researchers across the U.S. who wanted to borrow certain books 

from the library. When they were students, he helped those including Dae Sook Suh, Jeong Sik Lee and Hong Goo 

Lee, who later became high ranking government officials or scholars in Korea and the U.S. He worked hard to 

establish the Korean Section in the library in 1980. It was Yang who made it possible to have the Korean Section on 

an equal basis with the Chinese and Japanese Sections under the Orientalia Division. 

During his employment with the library, Yang produced background material on Korea for State Department 
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officials who were involved with Korean affairs. Before he retired he collected about 120,000 books from many 

people in Korean literary, cultural, and political fields for the Korean Section of the library. Yang wrote many articles 

and books. His greatest work was 'Key Paik Yang Sango' , published in 2005, which described his thoughts on 

culture. 

Chang Su Cho, Museum Specialist at Smithsonian Institute 
Not many Koreans know Chang Soo Cho (Mrs. Houchins), a Museum Specialist at the Smithsonian Institute. At 

the Smithsonian she is a valuable employee to specialists in the fields of Asian folklore, cultural anthropology, music 

and art. She has been the Museum Specialist in Asian Ethnology at the Smithsonian Institute, located Washington, 

D.C. since 1965. She has been a specialist in this field for over 45 years and has published numerous books. 

Cho went to Japan to study at a women's university and then, in 1948, she came to the U.S. as a student on a 

scholarship provided by the U.S. military administration in Korea. She received a B.A. at Mac Murray College in 

Illinois in 1950, and a master's degree from the University of Washington. Between 1953 and 1964, she trained 

at Stanford University and the University of California Berkeley on the oversight of antiquities collections while 

working as a Korean specialist at the U.S. Embassy in Seoul and as a Korean instructor at the Defense Language 

Institute. In 1965 she was employed as the museum curator for Asian ethnology at the Smithsonian Institute. She is 

still employed there and is a settled Washingtonian. 

Cho 's accomplishments include her writings, exhibitions, and research papers. Representative among her writings 

about Korea, Japan or Asia are, 'The Korean Experience, (1903-1924)' which was carried in Pacific Historical 

Review and written with her husband Lee Houchins; 'Chosun Remains Came From the U.S.' which was carried in 

Deep Water (July 1987); and 'An Ethnography of the Hermit Kingdom: The J.B. Bemadou Korea Collection, 1884-

1885. It took ten years for her to publish 'An Ethnography of the Hermit Kingdom' , which showcases 156 Korean 

folklore art products including Korean folktales, pottery, Korean dresses, Korean hats, common goods, old maps and 

antique books that were collected by J.B. Bemadou, a U.S. Naval Officer who was sent to Korea by the Smithsonian 

Institute. There was an exhibit for the collection from Korea in 1886 when Bemadou first brought them to the U.S. 

Currently the Smithsonian Institute has about 33,000 Korean cultural objects. Cho's representative exhibitions were 

'Korean Arts - 5000 Years' held in 1981, and ' Centennial Year Celebration of Korean Immigration' held in 2003. 

Cho's deep involvement in Korean culture was mentioned in an article about her in the magazine 'Noblesse' 

(September 2005) that said, 'As time passes, Cho's enthusiasm for Korean cultural inheritances intensifies. She 

spends a great deal of her time preparing the Korean Gallery that she had long hoped for. 

Ed B. Chung, a Pioneer in Pathology; and Ok Hyung Kang, M.D., Couple 
Everyone agrees that Ed B. Chung and Ok Hyung Kang are a respectable Korean American couple in the Korean 

Community in the Washington area. The two came to the United States in 1954 and 1956, respectively. They have 

lived in the area over half a century. They are indeed Washington old timers. 

Chung served as a medical officer in the Korean Army in his senior year at Yon Sei University Medical School 

when the Korean War broke out in 1950. He received the 'Gold Star Hwarang' medal for his dedicated service in 

the front line. After leaving the Korean Army, he came to the U.S. in July 1954 to study pathology. He studied at 

Georgetown University Medical School in Washington D.C., receiving a master's degree in 1956 and a Ph.D. in 
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pathology in 1958. He was the first Korean M.D. with a Ph.D. in pathology in the Washington area. He worked 

for Georgetown University Medical School for ten years and Howard University Medical School for 36 years as a 

medical doctor and professor. He retired from Howard University in 1999 as Professor Emeritus. He worked as a 

doctor and professor in pathology for about 50 years. 

At Howard University, Chung trained residents and taught medical students as the chairman of the surgical pathology 

department. He assisted surgeons with diagnoses and in their surgical procedures, especially their surgeries for 

cancer patients. For such work he received the Magnificent Professor Award in 2002, which was the first award from 

the school to a pathologist. 

From 1972 to 1990, Chung was a research fellow at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, where he worked 

on soft tissue pathology. His excellent work was recognized and served to improve the status of Korean American 

medical doctors. During the period from 1969 to 1971 he worked as an advisor for the D.C. Coroner's Office. 

Between 1968 and 1971 he also worked as an advisor for Glen Dale Hospital, the only hospital to treat tuberculosis 

patients in the area. 

Chung served the Korean community. In 197 4 he was a founding member of the Korean Community Service 

Center. He served as a trustee and was the trustees' chairman for many years. During his chairmanship, for five years 

starting in 1981, he provided distinguished service to build University Garden, an apartment complex for seniors in 

Silver Spring, Maryland, for which he received a Presidential Award from the Korean government. He is still serving 

as the honorary chairman of the trustees for University Garden. In 1979 he and his father-in-law, Reverand Moon 

Hyuk Kang, established Full Gospel First Church of Washington. He serves this church as an Elder Emeritus. 

Chung was a founding trustee for Berea in the Korea Foundation established by Induk Park in Washington D.C. 

in September 1955. He was president of Yon Sei University Alumni Association in 1969 and a member of the 

American Counsel of Democracy and Peace from 1981 through 1989. He was a trustee for The Washington Christian 

Broadcasting Network in 1978. Since 1978 he has been an endowment trustee for the Korean American Scholarship 

Foundation and serves as an advisor for Korean American Foundation. 

Ok Hyung Kang graduated from Seoul Women's Medical School (the predecessor of Korea University Medical 

School) in 1956 and came to the U.S. in the same year. She is an obstetrician and anesthetist and has helped deliver 

many babies not only for Korean families of students, professors, doctors, embassy employees, and other Koreans, 

but also for Americans and foreigners for about half a century. 

Kang has served the Korean community, too. She served as a Full Partner for Washington Hospital Center in 

1971, training interns and medical students. From 1978 through 1984, she volunteered to treat people at the Korean 

American Family Counseling Center in the evenings. She also counseled Korean women who suffered emotional 

trauma due to a bad relationship between daughter-in-law and mother-in-law. 

Kang married Chung in 1958. She assisted her busy husband and raised four girls and one boy while working as 

a full time doctor. She recalls that it has been a difficult life but she is thankful for the work she has done. Of the 

couple's five children, three are professors at medical schools, one is a dentist and one is an attorney. They are all 

serving the community well. 

Kang mentioned that she wants to repay society for the blessings she has enjoyed. She has served on the board 
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of the Korean American Family Counseling Center and while she was the chairperson from January 2000 through 

December 2001, the Center received the Presidential Commendation from the Korean government for their dedicated 

services. She joined with her father, Reverend Moon Hyuk Kang, and her husband to establish Full Gospel First 

Church of Washington in 1979. She serves as a deaconess in the church, living a life of faith. Since 1986 she has 

been an endowment trustee for the Washington Woman Mission Scholarship Foundation. She also has been an 

endowment trustee for the Korean American Scholarship Foundation since 1978, as well as a trustee for the Korean 

American Coalition and the Korean American Foundation -Greater Washington since 2004. She has also been 

working as a professional volunteer for Montgomery County Medical Reserve Corps. She is busy, but lives a full 

life in service to others. 

Jeong Seop Choi, Pioneer of Asian Grocer 
The Korean population of the Greater Washington area totaled about 5,000 until the late 1960s. Very few Koreans 

had permanent visas at that time. The population was composed of Korean embassy officials and their families, 

medical doctors who were receiving training, their families, people who came here under exchange programs, 

correspondents and their families, and students and their families. In 1965 the amended immigration law became 

effective, and starting in 1968 it was possible for Koreans to immigrate to the U.S. as a family member or for 

employment. As the population of Korean immigrants began to grow, Jeong Seop Choi took the opportunity to open 

'Korea House', a Korean grocery store, in Arlington, Virginia. 

Choi came to the U.S. in 1966 as a student. While he was studying in the Washington area and learning about Korean 

and American societies here, he established 'Korea House' in 1968. It was the first Asian grocery store in the area. 

Choi and his wife, Dolla, were a hard-working couple and very kind to their customers. They attracted Asian and 

American customers and their business grew rapidly. Choi was not satisfied with his growing business in Arlington 

and he opened a wholesale business at Florida Market in 1975 to sell rice and vegetables, the main food for Koreans. 

He tried to add the items like soybean sauce and others that Korean customers always needed. Unfortunately Choi 

could not succeed his business there because of Japanese grocers who united to monopolize the wholesale business 

against Choi's business. 

The Japanese wholesale groceries' monopoly was illegal in the U.S. Choi appealed to the U.S. Justice Department 

and sometime later, under the Regan Administration, the Department declared the Japanese wholesale grocers' 

monopoly illegal. Choi finally became the first Korean wholesale grocer in the area. Many Korean wholesale 
groceries opened after Choi, who was the trail-blazer. 

Choi went to New York City with his wife in 1980 to start a clothing business on Broadway. In June 1983 he was 

killed by armed robbers in a New York subway. 

Kyu Sup Chung, Retired Admiral, Ambassador and Businessman 
Kyu Sup Chung is a retired admiral who graduated from the Korean Naval Academy, worked as the Korean 

Ambassador to Kenya, as Minister of the Korean Embassy in the U.S., with the New York Council General, and as 

the Korean Ambassador to Tunisia. He immigrated to the U.S in 1975 and married In Sook Choi, who was a student 

in Washington when he was the Naval Attache at the Korean Embassy in 1956. He is one of the Washington old 

timers who have participated in the affairs of the Korean community. 

Chung also was a businessman and operated Chung Enterprises in addition to operating a golf practice range. 
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He played a critical role in establishing McLean Presbyterian church. He was chairman of the trustees for the 

Korean American Scholarship Foundation, head of a support group for the Korean American Family Counseling 

Center, advisor to the Korean Veterans Association in Washington, advisor to the Centennial Committee of Korean 

Immigration, trustee of the Christian Ethic Committee, and an advisor for the Washington Korean Officer's Christian 

Union. He has served the Korean community and Christian society well in these jobs. He is a well-rounded person 

and his relationships with others are good. He has many friends in the Korean community who respect him. Chung 

is currently the chairman of trustees for Washington Christian Broadcasting Network. 

For health and recreation, Chung plays golf and he plays it well. His wife, In Sook, works for the Korean 

community with her husband, and serves as president of Potomac Pen Club and as chairperson for the Korean 

American Family Counseling Center. They have three boys, one girl, and several grandchildren. Their oldest son, 

Hwa Sik, has his own business. Their second David Y. Sohn, is a well-known artist as well as a professor of art at 

Michigan University. Their third son, Peter, works as a producer and director of animated films in Los Angeles, and 

his creation, Aeon Flux, is known to the world. 

Joon Young Chung, Life Servant 
No one would argue that Chung should be regarded as a true servant to the Korean community. He passed away 

in November 2003 after a long illness. On his death articles of condolence were carried in most of Korean news 

papers. One of them stated in part: 

'Joon Young Chung, who dedicated his life to the Washington youth group, has left us for good. He had been 

the general manager of Washington YMCA for many years and was 67 years old when he died on November 14th. 

About 500 Koreans attended Chung's memorial and funeral services and mourned his departure to heaven. It felt like 

most of the Washington old timers attended the services. 

This writer did not have a close friendship with Chung, but I could not stay home after I read in the paper about 

his passing. When I heard that he had suffered a stroke I wanted to visit him, but delayed until he died. I went to his 

memorial service on time. The parking lot was full and I had to park my car on the street far away. It took some time 

to walk to the funeral home. I met so many friends at the service that I had not seen for long time. Chung majored in 

math at Korea University. His dream was to get a Ph.D. in statistics in the U.S. and return to Korea to teach at Korea 

University. 

His dream was not realized. His first son was born mentally deficient. Later he had a second son who unfortunately 

was also mentally deficient. Chung was disappointed and depressed. He prayed hard to the Lord and was guided 

by the Lord to change the course of his life. He realized that his sons are not only those who were born between him 

and his wife, but also all Korean children in the Korean community. He decided to raise all children in the Korean 

community as his own. That was how he began to dedicate his life to the youth in the Korean community. This was 

the story of Chung that I heard from him in person on a summer day about 20 years ago. 

About 10 years ago, when I was the editor-in-chief for the History of Korean Americans in the Washington 

Metropolitan Area 1883-1993, I learned about Chung from many people, including Jong Bin Kim who said that 

every one of the old Korean immigrants in the 1970s received rides from Chung. He continued to say that any old 

Korean immigrant who did not receive rides from him should have been considered a secret agent. His life came to 

an end after 22 years of dedicated service to Korean youth and 5 years of illness. The only things he left behind were 

the apartment he rented, some old clothes, and some old shoes. That was alt He served as the general manager of 
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the YMCA but he was not paid. 

He left no valuable materials, but he left a wonderful spiritual lesson to the Korean community. As an old Korean 

saying goes, human beings are evaluated when their caskets are closed, the life of Chung was evaluated highly by 

the Korean community and that was proven by the many people who attended his memorial and funeral services. I 

believe that Bok Hee Kang, Chung's wife, who managed family life for two disabled children and her spouse without 

money, should have been amazed and comforted by the large number of people who attended the services. (Written 

by Young Chang Chae, Editor-in-Chief for the History of Korean Americans in the Washington Metropolitan Area 

1883-1993).' 

Won Sang Lee, Servant of Tenderness, Humility and Peace like Jesus 

Reverend Lee was born in Manchuria in 1937. He received a B.A. in Philosophy and later a master's degree from 

Keh Myung University in Korea. He came to the U.S. in 1968 and received a Th.M. degree from Dallas Seminary 

in 1972. He then went on to the University of Pennsylvania, majoring in the Old Testimony where he received a 

master's and started work toward a doctorate. In 1977, while pursuing a doctorate, he was invited to become the 

pastor at Korean Central Presbyterian Church. There were only 30 members in the congregation when he started 

working as the pastor in this church. He served in that capacity for 26 years and his church grew to a mega church 

with about 4,000 members. He retired in the fall of 2003, and became the Pastor Emeritus of that church. 

Reverend Lee's life before 1977 was period of preparation for his wonderful service in the church and community 

after 1977. Since becoming the pastor of Korean Central Presbyterian Church, he has received many other titles and 

honorary jobs in recognition of his example of tenderness, humility and peace. 

During the 26 years that he served as pastor, he built a magnificent multi-purpose church and church members 

increased by more than 100 times, providing useful programs such as Bible study, spiritual training, mission work in 

the country and abroad, community service, welfare for aged, training for second generation ministers, training for 

Christian educators and layman leaders, and Korean language training. These programs were a positive influence for 

the Korean and American societies and will continue to influence them in the future. 

Reverend Lee's sermons were based purely on Scripture. He preached reformed theology and Presbyterian theology. 

For a large portion of the period when he was pastor of the Korean Central Presbyterian Church, there were difficult 

times in Korea politically with human rights violations and repression, and Korean Americans had a hard time getting 

settled in the United States. His preaching was scholastic and graceful, providing comfort to Korean Americans. 

Reverend Lee has held the following titles: 

President of the Council of Korean Churches (1985-1986) 

President of Seed International Mission (2000-todate ): 40 missioner families sent to 20 different countries. 

Chairman of Trustees of Central Senior Center (1994-2003) 

Co-Chairmen of the Council ofNorthAmerican Korean Christians (2001-2004) 

President of P.C.A. Korean Presbyterian Churches in America (2002-2003) 

President of P.C.A. Capital Presbyterian Churches (2003-2004) 

Council Member ofFalls Church-Fairfax United Way (1999-2002) 

Chairman, Korean-American Food for the Hungry (2002-todate) 

Director, Ezra Leadership Institute (2004-todate) 
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Chairman, America Wheat Mission, Inc (2005-todate) 

Reverend Lee received the following awards/degrees: 

Virginia Governor's Award for Volunteer Service, November 10, 2001 

Honorary Ph.D. in Philosophy from Keh Myung University (2002) 
Ph.D. from University of Wales, Lampeter in United Kingdom (Title of Thesis: John Chrysostom's Pastoral 

Leadership) (2003-2006) 

Reverend Lee provided the following: 
Opening Prayer at Commonwealth ofVirginia General Assembly, January 15, 2002 

Opening Prayer at U.S. House of Representatives as Guest Chaplain, October 10, 2002 

This was included in the 107th Congressional Record. 

The Billy Graham School of Missions at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary has rated the Korean Central 

Presbyterian Church as one of thirteen good to great churches in the United States. Reverend Lee and all members 

of this church should be very proud of this rating. 

Jae Joong Nam, North Korean Human Rights Activist 
Washington D.C. is the center of the North Korean human rights movement. Since 2004, an event for the human 

rights movement in North Korea has been held every year through the Defense Forum and Human Rights groups. 

The event lasts for a week, during which time human rights groups in Korea, Japan, and the U.S. get together to 

protest the human rights violations in North Korea and China, and to raise international attention for human rights 

for refugees and the people of North Korea. 

Jae Joong Nam played the main role in making Washington D.C. the center for the North Korean human rights 

movement. He practiced as an EMT doctor in Annandale. In 1998 he visited Korea as a member of the Advisory 

Council on Democratic Peaceful Unification and was shocked to learn that North Korean girls were sold for $50 in 

China. He made up his mind to fight for human rights in North Korea, and upon his return to. the U.S. he established 

a foundation with Se Kwang Park. The foundation was named Aegis after the shield of Zeus, the king of the gods and 
the supreme ruler in Greek mythology. It was named after Zeus's shield to show that the foundation protects North 

Korean refugees. Nam passed away at age 60 on June 6, 2005. 

The foundation has publicized the human rights status of North Korean refugees. It participated in activities to 

send medical supplies to North Koreans. It provided information to the Washington Post that exposed the trade in 

North Korean refugee girls. Nam visited North Korea several times and provided volunteer medical services. The 

foundation invited a German medical doctor with experience in North Korea to Washington, D.C. to reveal to the 

world the miserable situations in North Korea. Along with the Defense Forum it invited Jang Yeop Hwang, the 

former Secretary of the Labor Party in North Korea and later a defector to South Korea, to visit the U.S. It played a 

role in forcing the U.S. Congress to deal with North Korean human rights issues. Nam spent his own money for these 

activities and as a result he experienced financial hardships. In 2004 he was one of20 traitors announced by Korean 
Race Democratic Front in North Korea. For North Korea, Nam was viewed as a pain in the butt. 

Nam is the younger brother of Jae Doo Nam who was an assemblyman in Korea. He was born in An Dong, 

Kyoungsang Bukdo, Korea in 1945. He graduated from Dae Jeon Middle School, Yong San High School, and 

Korea University Medical School. He had his residency at Georgetown University Medical School. He opened his 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 221 



EMT office in Annandale, VA, served as president of the League of Korean-Americans, was a member of Advisory 

Council on Democratic Peaceful Unification, and was involved in various activities for the Korean community. He 

is buried in Fairfax Memorial Park. 

Harold Pyon, Bridge between Korean Community and Mainstream Society 
Harold Pyon is not a stranger to anyone who participated in the activities of the Korean community. Pyon came to 

the U.S. at age 16 with his parents. After high school he joined the U.S. Army and served for three years from 1973 

to 1976. He earned a B.S degree in Chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1980 and a M.S degree 

in Chemical Engineering from the University of Virginia in 1983. He also attended the Juris Masters Certificate 

program in the U.S Patent and Trademark Office-1996. He earned a Certificate of Advanced Public Management, 

Maxwell School of Syracuse University, 2001. Since 1992 Pyon has worked as a manager (GS-15) for the U.S. 

Patent Office. 

He also has a long history of public service, having served on the Board of Directors of the Fairfax County 

Economic Recovery Commission, the Annandale Chambers of Commerce, and the Fairfax County Park Authority 

Board. On July 1, 1998, he was appointed by Governor of Virginia to the Board of Visitors, Virginia Commonwealth 

University. He served as Vice Chairman of the Fairfax County Small Business Commission, and he was chairman of 

the Asian American Coalition in Virginia. 

Pyon is an active Republican who has worked very hard to support his party's candidates in various elections for 

Virginia and Federal positions. He was also first vice Chair of the Nation Asian American Republican Coalition and 

played a role in Bush's re-election as President. In August 2004, he was representing the 11th district of Virginia as an 

elected state delegate for the Republican National Convention in New York (2004). He served as the Chairman of the 

Virginia Asian Pacific Americans for Bush/Cheney '04. In addition he was appointed to be a member of the national 

steering committee for the Asian American Bush/Cheney '04. He was also the Chairman of the Ethnic Coalition 

including African American, Hispanic American, and Asian American Republican. He is currently serving as Vice 

Chair of the Fairfax County Republican Committee 

The following list highlights some of Pyon's accomplishments for the Korean and Asian communities. Pyon 

arranged to have Fairfax County donate a building and van to the Association of Korean Seniors. He established 

the Asian Advisory Group in the Vrrginia's Governor Office. He also assisted Virginia's trade mission to Korea 

and established the Korean Trade office in Fairfax County. In December 2003, he drafted and passed on Korean 

American Centennial Resolution recognizing the contributions made by Korean Americans over the last 100 years 

from both HOUSE and SENATE (H. Res.297 and S.Res.185). Further, he worked with the White House for the 

President's proclamation for the Korean Immigration Centennial Day (January 13, 2003). As the National Chairman 

of the Korean American Day Committee at the Korean American Foundation, he drafted the Korean American Day 

Resolution, and he has been worked closely with Congressman Tom Davis and Senator George Allen to introduce 

the "Korean American Day" (January, 13) Resolutions ( H. Res. 487 and S. Res. 283) to the 109th Congress. He 

received Korean Merits Medal (SUK-RYU-CHANG) from the Korean Government for his work for passing Korean 

American Day (January 13) in U.S. Congress. 

Tae Kyung Kwon, Five Deportation Letters 
Many Koreans waited anxiously for permanent visas after they submitted their petitions and Tae Kyung Kwon was 

no exception. He was born in 1939 and came to the U.S. as to work in security for the United Nations. In 1976, 

he ended his duties in security but stayed in the U.S. instead of returning to Korea. He tried to obtain a permanent 
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visa while working at restaurants and other places, but he could not get one because he held an official government 

passport. He received five deportation letters from the U.S. Immigration Service but did not leave the U.S. He 

continued to make every effort to receive a permanent visa, gathering useful information about how to obtain such 

a visa, but it was useless. 

In January 1981, the welcoming committee for President Chun's visit Washington, D.C. asked Kwon to pr9tect the 

President. He was approached to do this because it was known that he had worked as a security guard at the Blue 

House, the President's Residence in Korea. Kwon used this opportunity to apply for a permanent visa. He prepared 

a letter to President Chun, asking him for assistance and handed it to President Chun's security guard right before 

Chun's plane departed from Andrews Air Force Base. 

President Chun read Kwon's letter and asked his secretary to take care of the matter for Kwon. Two months later 

Kwon's petition for a permanent visa was accepted at the U.S. Embassy in Seoul and he later received a permanent 

visa from the U.S. Consulate's Office in Canada. Kwon's five-year illegal status finally ended. He subsequently 

received American citizenship and invited his family to join him in the U.S. Kwon praised the Lord for making 

all this happen. Currently he and his wife operate a fish market. Former President Chun is not popular with most 

Koreans and is viewed as the person who created the December 12 incident and die Kwangju incident. For Kwon, 

though, Chun was a great and compassionate man. 

Joo Sub Song, Large Family Immigration 
Most Korean immigrants live with their immediate families with other relatives nearby. Some relatives, though, 

immigrated as an extended family, bringing more than one hundred individuals to live in the same area to enjoy 

their lives in America. What follows is the story of Joo Sub Song the Montgomery Office Manager of the Korean 

Community Service Center of Greater Washington. He served as a U.S. Army Nursing Supervisor at Walter Reed 

Army Hospital and invited many relatives to immigrate to the U.S. · 

Song graduated from the Nursing School at Seoul Sanatorium Hospital. He immigrated to the U.S. as a nurse and 

arrived in Los Angeles in April 1976. He worked at Huntington Community Hospital and thought often of his two 

brothers who were farmers in Korea. He felt hopeless here and wanted to go back to Korea to get married. His aging 

father was anxious to have a third daughter-in-law. Song, however, decided to apply for American citizenship. 

It took about five years to complete the application process for U.S. citizenship, but a serviceman could apply for 

it as soon as he entered the military and could receive a citizenship in as little as 7 months. Song entered the U.S. 

Army and in 1979 he became an American citizen. As soon as he took the oath to be naturalized, he ran to INS to 

file petitions to allow his two brothers and their families in Gangwan Province to come to the U.S. as immigrants. 

Soon after this, while on leave from the Army, Song went to Korea to marry Mi Ja Kim. Three years later his wife 

became an American citizen as the spouse of an American citizen. She, too, filed petitions for her parents and five 

siblings and their families to immigrate to the U.S., but there were so many petitions already filed that it took time 

for the petitions to be approved. Some couldn't wait and came to the U.S. on tourist visas and received permanent 

visas as employees. Some relatives married American citizens to come to the U.S. sooner. They all used the best 

way available to come to the U.S. Song even helped his second cousin in Argentina to immigrate to the U.S. as an 

employee. It has been more than 20 years since Song started helping his relatives and their families immigrate to 

the U.S. Eventually eighty relatives of Song and his wife, including some children born here, came to live in the 

U.S. Of these, two returned to Korea and two died, leaving a large family of76 who have lived happily together in 

the area. The family observes an unwritten rule that new immigrants should not stay longer than one month with a 

settled family. This early emphasis on independence has served the group well. 
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This story is representative of many Korean immigrants who invited their relatives and their families to follow 
them to the U.S. 

Young Ja Kim, Human Triumph 
The life of Young Ja Kim was struggle after struggle. From the time her father carried her on his back and crossed 

the 38th parallel, Kim's life was destined to be a difficult one. She was smart and had many dreams when she was in 
high school, but she couldn't go to college because of financial difficulties. Kim worked as sewing machine operator, 
married and immigrated to Brazil, then came to the U.S. and stayed here illegally. She divorced and still makes a living 
sewing. Her life over the last 60 years has not been a happy one, but she changed course and she strives for a new life. 

Kim thought hard about how to use the $50,000 in cash she had stashed in a yellow Tofu container. She decided to 
establish a center for Koreans overseas to give the first generation of Korean immigrants a place to rest and to give 
the second generation a place to generate a vision, and acquired 15 acres in suburban Washington for the center. 

Kim had doubts why she lived a life with full of struggles, as described in her autobiography. Now she is older 
and wiser. She feels that she should pay back those who indirectly helped her. Now that she has found the purpose 
oflife, to help others, she has found her happiness. 

Chang Gill Yoon, Hidden Servant 
Chang Gill Yoon and his family settled in the Washington area in December 1976. The Yoon family lived in the 

Hamilton apartments in Maryland. About 70 Korean families lived in the same apartments. Yoon took care of many 
things for his neighbors and therefore his apartment was full of guests on weekends. He recruited players for soccer 
games and the neighbors began playing soccer early in the morning. Playing soccer became popular and other 
groups started to play here and there. Yoon and his wife decided there should be a soccer field exclusively for Koran 
players, and with the Korean American Soccer Association, Yoon made the Hamilton soccer field. He put the grass 
on the field and raised the goal posts himself. 

In 1985the Yoons invited Bok Soon Lee (73 years old at the time) and her grandson and granddaughter to live with 
them because Mrs. Lee had lost her only daughter who had been their sole support. They are still living with Yoon's 
family and are totally supported by Yoon and his wife. In 2000 the Yoons threw a 90th birthday party for Lee at Yi Jo 
Restaurant in Maryland. That same night Yoon received a call from Korea telling him that his own mother in Korea 
had passed away. Yoon operates Uni Auto World, an auto body shop in Hyattsville, Maryland. He has over 40 years 
of experience and teaches for free any Korean who wants to learn the auto body business. 

Saint Dae Geon Kim (St. Andrew Kim) Catholic Church Built Apartments for the Aged 
In 1999 the St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church started construction on apartments for the elderly. The construction 

was completed in 2003 and 76 families moved in. The apartment was named the Andrew Kim House and is located on 
3.75 acres near the new St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church in Olney, Maryland. It is a four-story elevator building with 
a fellowship room, restaurant, library, leisure room, computer room, recreation room and beauty shop. It is the second 
apartment building for elderly Koreans. The first one is the University Garden Apartment in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

According to Kap Jin Chung, who was the chairman of the chapel construction committee, the church managed to 
receive grants in the amount of about $6,200,000 from HUD, a government agency. Chung believed that this experience 
encouraged other Korean groups and churches to apply for these highly competitive grants from the government. 
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6. Korean Victims 

A number of Korean Americans with small businesses in the Washington, Baltimore, and Richmond areas have 

fallen victim to violence. These small-business owners came to the U.S. to achieve their American dreams and 

this is the most painful part of the history of Korean immigration to the U.S. There does not appear to be an 

obvious solution to this problem. Some suggest that they should resolve the conflicts between Koreans and African 

Americans, since the areas in which the victims' businesses were located were mostly black neighborhoods, and the 

perpetrators of the crimes were mostly African American. Others suggest that Korean Americans should not have 

businesses in crime-ridden areas. The Korean community needs to consult with local authorities to develop new 

plans to stop the recurrence of the violence. In this chapter, we will list the names of Korean victims and discuss the 

reactions of Korean Americans to a series of crimes. 

Victims of Gunmen 
Between 1974 and 1994, forty-four Koreans were killed by armed robbers in the Washington (24), Baltimore 

(17), and Richmond (3) areas. The editorial committee of the History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 

reviewed all the events involving Korean victims that had been reported in the Korea Times. Of the victims, thirty 

were killed while operating grocery stores, three were killed in liquor stores and another three were killed in dry 

cleaners. Four were killed in the streets. A restaurant, a gas station, and a jewelry store each had one victim. 

Eight Koreans were killed in 1993, five in 1992, five in 1989, and three Koreans were killed each year in 1981, 

1983, 1986, and 1987. These people, unfortunately, lost their lives before they could achieve their American dream. 
Most of them were killed by robbers and forty-one were killed by guns. Two died from knife wounds. 

Male victims totaled thirty four and female victims totaled ten. The ages of the victims are as follows: five were 

in their sixties, thirteen were in their fifties, twelve were in their forties, twelve were in their thirties, and two were in 

their twenties. The review revealed that eighteen Koreans were killed from 1991 to 1994 and that ten were killed in 

the month of December. This indicated that the number of Korean victims had been increasing and that more crimes 

were committed at the end of the year. 

The review also revealed that contrary to our expectations, only three Korean victims were operating liquor stores. 

The main victims were grocers, with thirty victims in that category. The number of victims in Baltimore was higher 

than expected (17). Among the victims was 21 year-old student Tae Sik Yoon. All Korean Americans in the area 
were saddened by his death. In September 1993, another 21 year-oldKorean student, Jae Hwan Lee, was killed in 

the street by a robber. Lottery winner In Kyu Choi was killed in his home in1989 by a robber who had his eye on 

the money that Choi had won. He was forty one years old. Yong Am Bin of Baltimore was arrested by.police on the 

charge of killing his wife and chopping up her body. This was shocking news to Korean Americans. 

There had been no Korean victims in Northern Virginia until July 1991 when Jeong Hyun Lee was killed by a 

robber in his dry cleaning store in Sterling, Virginia. In December 1990, Moo Yeol Sung, who operated a store in 

Baltimore, was killed by his father who mistook him for a robber. The community was also shocked when Jeong 

Seop Choi, the first president of the Washington Business Association was killed by armed robbers in a New York 

subway. 
In August 1991, Yeon Soo Nah, then the president of the Korean American Association ofNorthem Virginia was 

killed but no suspect was arrested. Rumors in the Korean community were that he was killed due to illicit love, 

resentment, or robbery. 
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The Victims 
There were 53 Korean victims from 1974 through 2003. Any one missing or missing information will be added to 

this list later. 

Date Name(Age) Area Place 

1. 1974.12.14 Seong Cheol Ahn (20) D.C. 7~11 Store 

2. 1977.12.8 Soon Re Min (37) Baltimore Grocer 

3. 1979.12.19 Boo Yeol Park (49) D.C. Grocer 

4. 1980.11.26 Jeong Goo Suh (30) Baltimore Grocer 

5. 1981. 7. 1. Yoon Sin Kim (42) Baltimore Street 

6. 1981.11.29 Seok Beom Chung (53) Baltimore Grocer 
7. 1981.11.30 Keon Yeol Hwang (30) Baltimore Grocer 
8. 1982.4.24 Hae Sik Im (47) D.C. Grocer 
9. 1983. 1. 10 Jang Yeol Yoo ( 43) D.C. Grocer 

10. 1983.8.16 Chung Ja Suh (38) Baltimore Grocer 

11. 1983.8.20 Jong Woon Lee (51) D.C. Street 
12. 1985.3.8 Young Ja Cha (42) D.C. Grocer 

13. 1985. 12. 16 Chang Man Moon (57) Baltimore Liquor Store 
14. 1986.5.22 II Woo Park (35) D.C. Gas Station 

15. 1986.9.6 Kwangja Christine Choi Kim (35) Baltimore Grocer 

16. 1986.12.29 Byung Soo Park (62) D.C. Grocer 
17. 1987.3.14 Mo Hyun Lee (55) D.C. Grocer 
18. 1987.8.1 Dong Ho Kim ( 42) D.C Grocer 

19. 1987.11.13 Im Soo Kim (50) D.C. Grocer 

20. 1988.6.23 Young Hee Kim (42) D.C. Grocer 

21. 1989.7.14 Won Bin Lee (34) D.C. Grocer 
22. 1989. 10. 21 In Kyu Choi (54) Baltimore Home 

23. 1989. 10. 27 Kwang Ok Cho (45) Baltimore Grocer 

24. 1989.11.16 Seon Young Chung (20) Baltimore Street 
25. 1989.12.20 Dae Jong Yoo (40) Richmond Grocer 
26. 1990.12.27 Soon Seop Song (50) D.C. Grocer 
27. 1991.4.23 Hae Gak Chung (53) Baltimore 7-11 Store 

28. 1991. 7. 15 Jeong Hyun Lee (21) D.C. Dry Cleaner 

29. 1991.8.5 Won Bae Kim (58) D.C. Dry CleanerNan Truck 
30. 1991.11.6 Myung Jin Shin (32) Baltimore Restaurant 

31. 1991.11.11 Seung Kwon Park (61) D.C. Jewelry Store 

32. 1992. 5.22 Mal Soon Chung (39) Richmond Grocer 
33. 1992. 7.3 Seok Hwan Jang (30) Baltimore Grocer 
34. 1992.10.14 Seong Goo Shin (43) Baltimore Grocer 

35. 1992.12.3 Kyui Yeon Bae (54) D.C. Grocer 
36. 1992.12.3 Kyu Jin Chung ( 45) D.C. Liquor Store 

37. 1993.6.22 Won Sang Lee (53) D.C. Liquor Store 
38. 1993.7.9 Kwang RyoAhn (44) D.C. Grocer 

39. 1993. 8. 11 Cheon Taek Gong (31) Baltimore Grocer 
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40. 1993.8.30 Chong Min Lee (32) 

41 .1993. 9. 2 Jae Hwan Lee (21) 

42. 1993.9.3 Moo Rim Hong (54) 

43. 1993.9.27 Bo Hwa Cha (50) 

44. 1993.10. 26 Tae Sik:Yoon (21) 

45. 1999. 11. 27 In Sook Oh (38) 

46. 2001.7. 21 Ho Young Park 

47. 2001.9.6 He Jin Lee (26) 

48. 2002.2.28 Yo Seop Shin (28) 

49. 2002. 4. 15 Nancy Cho (42) 

50. 2002.4.26 Jeong Ok Kang ( 43) 

51. 2003.8.14 Seong Jin Hong 

52. 2003.10.9 Kwang Joon Kim (53) 

53. 2003.10.14 Jeong Ho Kim 

Korean American Safety Committee 
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The summer of 1993 was sad and terrible for Korean businessmen in the area. Almost every week Korean 

stores were robbed and Koreans were killed or hurt. The American media, along with the Korean media, covered 

the murders of Korean businessmen with sympathy and compassion. The owners and managers of shops in D.C. 

especially were in fear. They would only feel safe when they were in their cars on their way home after they had 

closed their stores. 

The Korea Times suggested that leaving the crime-ridden area was the prudent thing to do. The Washington Post 

reported that Korean businessmen wanted to move out of the crime area, but no one was interested in buying shops 

where robberies had taken place. The economic recession hurt Korean businessmen financially. 

Following the summer's events, bullet-proof vests were continually advertised in the newspapers. Bullet-proof glass 

was installed and seminars on crime prevention were conducted. There was a shortage of experienced carpenters 

to install security systems. Bo Hwa Cha was killed by an armed robber in broad daylight. Cha was fifty years old 

and operated a dry cleaner store. Many Koreans attended Cha's funeral on September 27, 1993, and those attending 

accused the District Police of incompetence, holding them responsible for the criminal violence. The procession 

from the funeral home to the burial site in Herndon, Virginia was also a demonstration against the police. 

While Korean merchants were stricken with fear, Korean churches, the most powerful groups in the Korean 

community, organized a peace march against crime and to express their grief. They anticipated that approximately 

10,000 Korean Americans would participate in this march. Prior to the peace march, the Korean Safety Committee 

(Chairman: Peter H. Shin) ofThe Korean Association of Greater Washington received support from the large Korean 

churches such as the Korean Central Presbyterian Church (Reverend Won Sang Lee), the Global Mission Church 

(Reverend Dong Won Lee), the New Covenant Fellowship Church (Reverend W. Jamie Kim), and the Full Gospel 

Choong Man Church (Reverend Kyung Hwan Kwon). It appeared that a new chapter in the forty-year history of 

Korean churches had begun. Korean churches and the Korean Safety Committee decided to hold the peace march at 

the Washington Monument on Sunday, October 31, 1993 at 4. p.m. 

Peter H. Shin, chairman of the preparation committee, made a statement at a press conference to promote 

participation in the peace march. He stated, 'The Los Angeles riots damaged Koreans financially, but our lives are in 
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danger in the D.C. area. Through the peace march we are trying to seek measures to protect Korean merchants. We 

are proceeding with this plan to show we are united to help reduce crime.' Shin continued to emphasize that, 'the 

peace march will warn the federal and city governments about crime and warn the citizens as well. At the same time 

through this march, the Korean power must be shown to the public.' 

Shin said, 'Our peace march should help the D.C. government get additional funds from the federal government to 

deal with crime. Also, this march will help the D.C. police to do more about crime.' He further said, 'Fighting crime 

is one of the national policies of the U.S. We must be concerned about this matter as citizens. Please participate in 

the march.' 

On Friday, October 15, Reverend Sae Bong Lee, the executive director of this march, held a meeting at the Korean 

Central Presbyterian Church to promote participation by all churches and Korean groups. About 600 officers of 
Korean groups, church leaders, and other Koreans were invited to attend this meeting. 

Reverend Lee added, 'We must bear the pain of Korean merchants together. Korean churches should initiate 

actions against crime and they could provide human resources and financial assistance. Many church organizations 

and individual churches have already promised to participate in this march.' 

The plan for the peace march was reported in the news media. The preparation was on the way. Some expressed 

concern that the march might cause a racial dispute with African Americans, but the Korean community was stirred. 

It looked like Koreans would vent their anger and terror through the peace march. However, apathy, one of the 

weakest points in Korean society, was on display between the groups in this effort. Shin stepped down from his 

position due to disagreements within the Korean Association of Greater Washington and a lack of harmony with 

other Korean groups. Young 11 Kim, the president of the Korean Chamber of Commerce was selected as the new 

chairman for the peace march. Kim held a series of meetings with the leaders of groups, but the plan for the peace 

march dissipated. Korean Americans were reassured ~at they are powerful individually, but powerless when they 

are together, even in situations where their lives are in danger. 

Shin, who dedicated his service as the chairman, recalled that after the march was cancelled, security guards from 

FBI and CIA were dispatched in D.C. to protect Korean small businesses. This reduced the violent crimes in the area. 

The Korean American Safety Committee, chaired by Young 11 Kim and Suk Yeung Kong, worked hard to prevent the 

crimes. There was almost no activity by the committee as the violent crimes were reduced dramatically. 

7. Projects for Centennial of Korean Immigration 

As of 2003 it had been 100 years since the first group of Korean immigrants arrived in Hawaii as laborers at 

the sugar plantations. A nationwide celebration was planned to commemorate the Centennial Year of Korean 

immigration to the U.S. to let people know about the pioneer spirit of the early immigrants and about Korean identity. 

The celebrations were planned to inform people of the contributions to American mainstream society made by the 

ancestors of Korean Americans. 

The projects for the Centennial of Korean immigration began in Hawaii and Los Angeles in 2000. Other cities 

planned similar projects. Starting in April 2001, certain individuals in the Washington area started discussing 

Centennial projects. They met to discuss projects but they had difficulty in arranging for officers to plan and execute 
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these projects. Finally, Yoon Soo Park, president of the Korean American Scholarship Foundation, agreed to assume 

the responsibility for forming a committee. 

On October 19, 2001, the preparation committee for 'the Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration -

Washington' was formed and had its first meeting at Han Sung Oak Restaurant to ask for full support from all Korean 

Americans. In its inaugural statement, the committee said: 

'If the blood, tears, and sweat of Koreans dropped on American soil in the last 100 years became the cornerstones 

for the current Korean society in the United States, our sweat and effort will become foundation for the growth of the 

next generations for l 00 years to come. The 100 years of Korean immigration history includes the last 30 years in 

which the majority of Korean immigrants came to the U.S. Those who came to the U.S. as immigrants in the 1970s are 

now retirees and the next generation will take over for them for activities of the Korean community. The main tasks 

of Korean immigrants are to participate in activities with mainstream American society, to preserve Korean identity 

and to pass on Korean culture to the next generation. These tasks must be performed by all Korean Americans. The 

Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration to the U.S.-Greater Washington - Washington will trace the Korean 

Americans of the Washington area, the political center of the world. It will also project what Korean Americans should 

do in the future. Accordingly these projects must be undertaken by the first generation of immigrants, the second 

generation and their descendents. Through these projects the 1.5 and 2nd generations should remember the first 

generation immigrants who sent money they earned with their blood and sweat to support the independence movement 

in Korea. It is expected that the beautiful Korean cultural heritage of 5,000 years continues through them.' 

In December 2001, ten projects were selected and project managers were appointed. The following are officers for 

the Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration-Washington and the contents of projects for 2002 and 2003. 

President: Yoon Soo Park 

Senior Vice President : Sekwon Kenneth Chong 

Vice Presidents : Kwangja Christine Choi Kim, Mark Kearn, Haeng Ja Kim, Hugo Wheegook Kim, 
Soon Paik, Mok Ja Sohn, Kap Jin Chung, Young Chang Chae 

Executive Director : David Dongjoon Kim 

General Manager : Peter Pyen 

Financial Manager : Yung Mook Lee 

Auditors : Seung Kil Yang, Keum Seop Chin 

Ten Projects 
Korean Americans in the United States, including Korean and American politicians, gathered for a national dinner 

meeting at the Hilton Hotel jn Washington, D.C. on May 9, 2003, to commemorate the 100-year history of Korean 

immigration. About 1,400 participants looked back at the history and made resolutions to prepare for the next 100 years. 

The national dinner meeting was chaired by Sonya Crawford, an anchor from ABC. Welcoming remarks were 

delivered by Yoon Soo Park, president of the Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration - Washington, and 

Khim Jay W., president of the national meeting. Anthony Williams, mayor of the District of Columbia, delivered a 

speech. Congratulatory remarks were given by Shinae Chun of Department of Labor, Korean Ambassador Seung 

Joo Han, Senator George Allen (Republican - Virginia), Congressman Tom Davis and Congressman Edward Roys. 

President George Bush and President Moo Hyun Noh of Korea sent congratulatory messages. 

Yoon Soo Park stated, 'We Korean immigrants are following the footsteps of our ancestors who set their foot on 
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American soil l 00 years ago. Our life in the United States for the next 100 years should fulfill our duties and exercise 

our rights as American citizens. At the same time we must maintain our Korean identity in the new millennium.' 

Senator George Allen, Congressmen Tom Davis and Edward Roys stated, 'We congratulate the Centennial 

Committee ofKorean Immigration to the U.S.-Greater Washington. We appreciate the contributions made by Korean 

Americans and expect Korean Americans to play an important role in improving the friendly relationship between 

the U.S. and Korea.' Washington State Senator Paul Hobum Shin, CEO of STG Simon Soodong Lee, CEO of Light 

House Worldwide Tae Yeon Kim delivered special lectures and showed the way to go for Korean Americans based 

on their own experiences as immigrants. 

Plan to Repurchase the Chosun Legation Building 
Jeong Yang Park, the first minister to the U.S., arrived in Washington, D.C. on January 9, 1888, and presented 

his credential to President Grover Cleveland on January 17, 1888. He rented an office to start his work. Chosun 's 

diplomatic relations did not last long. The Chosun envoys were pressured by Chinese authorities who claimed that 

all diplomatic activities should be through the Chinese legation, but the Chosun envoys made an effort to have 

independent activities. 

They hung portraits of King ofChosun and Prince on the wall of the legation office. The envoys and employees of 

the legation worshipped the King and Prince before their portraits on the first and 15th day of each month. Following 

Minister Park, Secretary Ha Young Lee became the acting minister. Lee purchased the legation building located at 

15 Logan Circle, not far from the White House, on November 28, 1891. It was a 3-story building and cost $25,000. 

The deed shows that the purchaser is listed as His Majesty, the Present King of Chosun. 

The records also show that on June 29, 1910, about two months after Chosun was annexed to Japan, the building 

was sold to Uchita, the Japanese Minister to the U.S., for $5. The sales agreement shows the seller as His Majesty 

Ye Hiung, Ex Emperor of Korea, but no seal is on the document. Byung Seok Min, Interior Minister, and Min Hwoi 

Cho were listed in the agreement. It was obvious that they were not signatures but that someone had written their 

names on the agreement paper. 

Japan took the building and sold it to Horrais Holten for $10. On December 16, 1905, Secretary Yoon Jeong Kim, 

the acting Minister of Chosun, received an order from Chosun that all records and assets of the Chosun legation 

should be transferred to the Japanese legation. Kim reported this to the Secretary of State and closed the legation. 

The historical building has been owned by someone else for over 60 years since Korean independence from Japan. 

Cultural people respect their history. The price of this building is estimated between $600,000 and $700,000. 

However, the owner is asking an unrealistic price for it and the repurchase plan is on hold. 

Beautifying the Grave of Penn Su 
The burial site of Penn Su, who was the first American college graduate, has been beautified to become an 

educational site for the second generation Korean immigrants. The Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration 

- Washington held a ceremony for the new tombstone for Byun's grave at Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Beltsville, 

Maryland on May 10, 2003. 

In 1891, Penn Su graduated from the Agricultural College of Maryland (later the University of Maryland). Byun is 

known as the first Korean to graduate from an American college. Right after the committee was founded it decided to 

erect a new tombstone to make the site an educational place for Korean Americans. The new tombstone was placed 
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at the end of April 2003 and a ceremony was held in May. In addition to the new tombstone the committee began to 

work for the Byun Scholarship Fund. 

Byun was one of the first Korean envoys who visited Washington, D.C. in 1883. He participated in the Youth 

Reformation Movement. The movement failed and he came to the U.S. a second time in 1886. He entered the 

Agricultural College of Maryland in 1886 and graduated in 1891. He was killed in a train accident near College 

Park, Maryland in October 1891. 

Byun's life was unknown until Dr. Sunjoo Pang, a historian in the U.S., found Byun's grave in St. Joseph Catholic 

Cemetery about 20 years ago. The new tombstone has on top a stone turtle, which is the symbol of University of 

Maryland, and was placed across the original tombstone. The turtle is regarded as a spiritual being in Korea. The 

tombstone has a picture and inscription to Byun in English on the front side and the same information in Korean and 

Chinese on the back side. 

Project to discover Korean historic remains in the Washington area 
The office of the American Committee for the Korean Independence Movement, where the first President of Republic 

ofKorea, Syngman Rhee, performed diplomatic activities, is located at 4700 16th Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. The 

building was completed in 1927 on 0.26 acre. The building is 7,824 square feet, including the basement. The building 

is owned by the Seventh-Day Adventist Church and it does not appear that this building can be re-purchased. 

Celebration of the 120th Anniversary of Korean Envoys' Visit to the U.S 
The Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration - Washington set September 15th as the date for the Korean 

Envoys' visit to the U.S. Young Ik Min led the envoys and arrived in Washington on September 15, 1883. The 

Korean American Scientists Center sponsored a lecture for the celebration on September 15, 2003. Lecturers were 

Woong Joe Kang and Byung-Kil Han, Consulate General from the Korean Embassy, and they talked about the trip 

the Korean envoys made. 

The advertisement inviting area Korean Americans stated, 'September 15th is the date the Chosun envoys first 

visited Washington, D.C. exactly 120 years ago (September 15, 1883). It was 20 years earlier than the Korean 

laborers came to Hawaii. Washington, D.C. was the first place Koreans came. Accordingly, this is the anniversary 

of the Korean community of 150,000 Korean Americans in the area. We may be late in beginning to observe this 

date, but from now on we will observe this date as an anniversary to show our Korean ancestors' footsteps. Please 

participate with us in this event.' 

Publication of History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 
Ten years elapsed since the publication of the History of Korean Americans in the Washington Metropolitan Area 

(1883-1993) and it was decided that a revised version should be published. The title of the new book would be the 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area (1883-2005). It was decided to include the history of other 

areas like Baltimore, West Virginia, Peninsula, and Tidewater in the new history book. 

Originally the committee was supposed to publish the book but in January 2004 the Korean Association of Greater 

Washington, the publisher of the 1993 version of history book, requested to be a co-publisher. They negotiated this 

matter for about three months and decided that the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration - Washington and 

the Korean Association of Greater Washington would publish the book together. 
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Conference to Commemorate the Centennial Year of Korean Immigration 
A conference was held to commemorate the Centennial Year ofKorean immigration and about 130 Korean American 

scholars in various fields, professionals, and community leaders participated in this conference in August 2002. 

The conference was sponsored by the national Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration to the U.S.-Greater 

Washington. The theme was Korean Americans - past, present and future. Scholars in the fields of Social Science, 

the Humanities, Natural Science, Technology, Medicine and Religion participated in this conference along with 

Korean Americans in the U.S. government and Korean community leaders. They dealt with current and future issues 

of Korean society in the U.S. 

Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration to the U.S.-Greater Washington (President: Yoon Soo Park), The 

International Council on Korean Studies (Chairman ofTrustees: Ung Soo Kim, President Hang Ryeol Lee), the North 

American Christian Association (President: Young Chan Ro), and the Korean Association in the U.S. (President: Oh 

Young Lee) co-sponsored the conference. It had 14 panel discussions and five forums. One hundred thirty scholars 

and professionals presented or discussed various topics and about sixty new articles were presented. 

Soon Paik, vice president of the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration - Washington, prepared the 

conference and said, 'To commemorate the Centennial year of Korean immigration, the conference will present 

current and future issues of the Korean community and presenters will be active scholars and professionals in various 

fields in the United States and Korea. It should be a meaningful event.' Paik expected the conference would entail 

the general consensus based on combined research and that the presented theories would be applicable to the lives 

of Korean Americans. 

Publication of a Book for the Centennial Year of Korean Immigration 
The Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration (National President: Chang Won Kim) and the Centennial 

Committee for Korean Immigration -Washington published 'Picture Bride', which contains the writings of 57 early 

immigrants' joys, sorrows and dreams. The book includes a novel, 'Cho Dang' by Young Heul Kang and 'Gesture 

Life' by Chang Rae Lee. Kang is a prominent Korean writer and Lee is a famous writer known to Americans. The 

book has a picture of the merchant ship that carried Korean immigrants in 1903. It also has pictures of Korean 

brides who came to Hawaii. At the book publication party Yoon Soo Park, president of the Centennial Committee 

for Korean Immigration -Washington, stated, 'We are happy to gather the Korean literary works and publish them. 

The book will be a good resource for future generations to note the disappointments, sorrows, difficult lives, and 

hopes of early Korean immigrants.' At the party, Hark Jae Yun, president of Korean Poets and Writers Group in 

the Washington Area and Soo Dong Oh, Information Minister from Korean Embassy, gave congratulatory remarks. 

Haeng Ja Kim, a vice president of the Centennial Committee ofKorean Immigration to the U.S.-Greater Washington 

and editor of the book, gave a presentation at the party that described the procedures they went through in the 

publishing process. 

Celebrations for the Centennial Year of Korean Immigration 
With the catch phrase of'Let's celebrate withAmerican Society', there were many events, large and small, held as follows: 

October 19, 2001: 

November 27, 2001: 

Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration to the U.S.-Greater Washington 

- Washington was formed and the inaugural meeting was held 

The Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration was formed. Chang Won Kim 

was appointed as National President. Yoon Soo Park became co-president 
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December 10, 2001: 

March 31, 2002: 

April 20, 2002: 

June 11, 2002: 

June 27, 2002: 

July 15, 2002: 

August 10, 2002: 

August 16, 2002: 

August 18, 2002: 

September 25, 2002: 

December 23, 2002: 

January 13, 2003: 

January 13, 2003: 

January 17, 2003: 

March 2, 2003: 

May9,2003: 

May 10, 2003: 

May 19, 2003: 

June 5, 2003: 

June 6, 2003: 

July 19, 2003: 

September 15, 2003: 

October 6, 2003: 

October 30, 2003: 

October 31, 2003: 

October 31, 2003: 

November 3, 2003: 

December 11, 2003: 

Ten projects were selected for commemoration of the Centennial 

Year of Korean Immigration 

Washington Ballet performed for fund raising 

Council of Korean Churches sponsored a morning prayer 

'Sound of Korea' was performed for fund raising 

The U.S. Senate issued a resolution recognizing the historical significance 

of the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration to the U.S. 

Presentation of Penn Su scholarships 

Seoul Ballet team performed for fund raising 

Conference was held through August 18 

National committee meeting was held. Korean American statement was adopted 

The U.S. House of Representatives issued a resolution recognizing the historical 

significance of the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration to the U.S. 

The campaign of $10 contributions by every Korean American to the fund to 

re-purchase the building the Korean legation once occupied 

Celebrated the Centennial year of Korean immigration in Hawaii 

The governor of Virginia declared the 100th anniversary day of Korean immigration 

Recited poems to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration 

Young Nam Cho concert was performed 

National dinner party to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration 

Held a ceremony for new tombstone for Penn Su 

Trustees of the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration 

- Washington held the 20th meeting 

Pottery exhibition to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Korean 

immigration for fund raising 

Participated in Fairfax County Festival 

Book publication party held for 'Picture Bride' 

Observed the 120th anniversary of Chosun envoys' visit to Washington, D.C. 

At their second regular meeting it was determined that the Centennial Committee for 

Korean Immigration-Washington would become Korean American Foundation -Washington 

Closed the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration 

National meeting was held to create Korean American Foundation 

National meeting declared Korean American Day (January 13) 

Meeting for publication of History of Korean American in the Washington Area 

Dinner party for closure of the projects 

Establishment of Korean American Foundation 
In closing the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration they tried to establish Korea Heritage to act as a think 

tank in preparing for the next 100 years, but due to financial difficulties and other problems, they decided later to 

form the Korean American Foundation. 

Korean American Foundation - Washington 
At the passing of the Centennial year of Korean immigration in late 2003, there were discussions whether they should 

continue or discontinue the group. There were some projects that should continue on and others were incomplete. 

After discussions they decided to proceed with projects that would become the foundation for the Korean community 
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over the next 100 years. With such intentions, the Korean American Foundation - Washington was established on 
January 30, 2004. 

The Korean American Foundation is a national organization; each local office, however, is responsible its own 
projects and budgets. The officers of the Korean American Foundation- Washington are: 

Honorary President: 
President: 
Vice Presidents: 

Executive Director: 
Director: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Auditors: 

Yoon Soo Park 
Sekwon Kenneth Chong 
Woong Joe Kang, Kwangja Christine Choi Kirn, 
Mok Ja Sohn, Kap Jin Chung and Young Chang Chae 
David Dongjoon Kirn 
Dennis Youngdae Bae 
He Kyung Yoo 
Kyung Jin Cho 
Chang Hwan Oh, Beom Lee 

Emblematic Korean Building in Fairfax County 
At its 11th meeting, the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration - Washington decided to form a special 

committee to build an emblematic Korean building. Sekwon Kenneth Chong, Senior Vice President, and Young 
Chang Chae, a Vice President proposed the special committee citing the miniatures, buildings, or plans for buildings 
in Hawaii, Los Angeles, Arizona, New York and other places, and stating that Washington should have an emblematic 
Korean structure as it has the third largest Korean population in the area and it is the capitol of the U.S. They 
added that the Chinese erected the emblematic Chinese building in Chinatown long ago, and the Vietnamese, whose 
immigration history is shorter than that of Koreans, have built an emblematic Vietnamese miniature building at Eden 
Shopping Center in Falls Church. 

The special committee for building an emblematic Korean structure was formed and the committee is chaired by 
Jeunghwa Elmejjad Yi. The committee members have been working on the place, design, expenses, and construction 
period, and have been collecting opinions from Korean Americans. 

Adoption of the Statement of Korean Americans in the U.S. 
In commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration, a statement of Korean Americans in the United 

States was adopted to express the issues of Korean Americans and their visions for the future. At the general meeting 
on August 16, 2002, the statement proposed by the Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration - Washington 
was adopted unanimously. 

The statement is composed of the purpose, preface, main text and illustration. It presents that issues involved in 
participating in the mainstream of American society, and the maintenance and inheritance of Korean culture and their 
feelings about Korean unification. 

The statement is composed of the purpose, preface, main text and illustration. It presents that issues involved in 
participating in the mainstream of American society, and the maintenance and inheritance of Korean culture and their 
feelings about Korean unification. 

Dispute over Selection of Proud Korean Americans 
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The Centennial Committee for Korean Immigration - New York (President: Byung Tae Cho) had a project to 

publish a book titled (temporarily) 'Proud Korean Americans in the 100-Year History'. A total of one hundred two 

Koreans were selected for inclusion and of these, ten individuals selected were from the Washington area. They 

announced the 102 individuals, including Philip J aisohn, former Undersecretary of State Heung Joo Koh, and artist 

Nam Joon Baek, as the Korean Americans who contributed to the Korean community. Of these, Syngman Rhee 

(Deceased), Chai Chang Choi (Deceased), Woong Soo Kim, Yoon Soo Park, Won Sang Lee, Joon Rhee, Yong 

Joong Kim (Deceased), Penn Su (Deceased) and Jae Kyung Hwang (Deceased) were from this area. In addition, 

Young Woo Kang of White House, former Congressman Jay C. Kim, the owner of Washington Times Sun Myung 

Moon, and Shinae Chun of the Labor Department were included. Upon the announcement of the list of names, 

many protested across the nation and the New York committee decided to carry only the biographies of deceased 

individuals and the title of the book would be 'Proud Koreans in the History of Korean Immigration' . 

8. Korean Historic Places in the Washington Area 

It has been more than 120 years since the first Koreans arrived in the Washington area. The number of Koreans in 

this area is estimated at between 150,000 and 200,000, resulting in numerous Korean historic places. These places 

are the traces of Korean lives. Washington D.C. is a political city and it has maintained close relations with Korea. 

Naturally more of these historical places exist here than in any other areas of the U.S. Only several important historic 

places out of many are listed here. 

Legation Building (see lO0thAnniversary for Korean Immigration to the U.S) 

European and American Counsel Building (see lO0thAnniversary for Korean Immigration to the U.S) 

Penn Su's Grave Site (see lO0thAnniversary for Korean Immigration to the U.S) 

Cherry Trees at the American University 
To promote close friendship between Korea and the U.S and to celebrate the independence of Korea, a ceremony 

was held at 11 a.m. on April 7, 2000, at the 'Korea Garden' at the American University campus to acknowlede the 57th 

anniversary of the planting of cherry trees there. Korea was under Japanese colonial rule when four Korean cherry trees 

were planted on April 7, 1943, by Syngman Rhee and his close friend Paul Douglas, then president of the American 

University. They planted the trees in the hope of liberation and democracy for Korea. The cherry trees were in full 

bloom again this year as if they were living witnesses to the relationship established between Korea and the U.S. 

The four Korean cherry trees are in a garden near the School of International Services at American University. They 

are 60-70 years old and they look like traditional Korean cherry trees. American University has named them 'Korean 

Cherry Trees' and a stone with the name of trees was placed there. There was a plan to make a Korean garden in that 

location but the IMF situation in Korea beginning later in 1997 prevented it, wasting three years. Approximately 

$1,200,000 was needed for this project. One of the trees was starting to die and school authorities launched a 

movement to save it. Korean Ambassador, Hong Goo Lee trimmed it on the date beginning this movement. 

Korean War Memorial 
The inscription on the memorial is "Freedom is not free." The sculptures of American soldiers are seen here and 

there at the right side of the Lincoln Memorial. Behind the memorial, several Rose of Sharon trees and Korean national 
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flowers have hidden themselves as if they are shy. This Korean War Memorial was dedicated on July 27, 1995. 

The American Smith Unit participated in the Korean War for the first time on July 4, 1950. By the time the agreement 

of armistice was executed on July 27, 1953, 1,750,000 American military service men had fought the war and there 

were 137,250 casualties (36,940 servicemen were killed in action). They had no relationship with any Koreans and 

had not been in Korea before. However, they sacrificed themselves to protect our mother land's freedom. This park 

is to commemorate them. This memorial should be regarded as a Korean historic place. 

9. Growth of Korean Society 

The Korean society in the Washington area has been constantly · growing since it was first formed by Korean 

Embassy employees and their families along with students from Korea in the early 1950s. This is evidenced by 

the Korean directories and business directories published each year in the Korean community. The content of these 

publications is not as accurate as the official reports made by government offices, yet they can clearly show the 

growth trends of Korean society. The data and statistics contained in them do not represent all the matters of the 

society. For example, although many Koreans operate dry cleaner businesses, no dry cleaner business is listed in 

the business directory. 

The data in the business directory serves as the telephone directory for the Korean society. The first business 

directory published was titled 'Korean business telephone directory' . 

Directory 
The oldest directory obtained by the committee for publication of the History of Korean-Americans in the 

Washington area was the address book typed in 1958 by the Korean Student Association. The names and addresses 

of students were listed there. A total of 135 students were listed under each school. Another directory came out in 

1959 and 17 4 students were listed. The directory published in 1972 carried 857 Koreans. The 197 6 issue contained 

1,743 Koreans. Starting in the 1972 issue, Korean business advertisements appeared at the end of the directory. 

They were ads for insurance companies, real estate agencies, grocery stores, newspaper companies, etc.The directory 

of the Korean Student Association published in 1982 carried the names of 4,816 individuals. The directory prepared 

by the Korean Association of Washington contained 6,200 individuals. The directory published in 1993 by Giant 

Printing listed 9,763 individuals (Washington metropolitan area) and 14,591 individuals were listed in 2004. The list 

of names in the directory is not accurate. They missed many Koreans living in this area. However insufficient it is, 

the data is available only in the directory. 

The population of the Washington area is recorded statistically above, but senior members of Korean society and 

press organizations estimate as follows: 

1958 200 individuals 1985 60,000 individuals 

1960 200-300 individuals 1990 80,000 individuals 

1965 800 individuals 1995 100,000 individuals 

1970 3,000 individuals 2003 150,000 individual 

1975 20,000 individuals 2005 180,000-200,000 individuals 

1980 50,000 individuals 

Korean Business Directory 
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The first business directory was the Korean directory published by the Korean Student Association in 1982. The 

directory contained 120 public agencies and Korean associations, and 181 business places that consisted of38 kinds 

of Korean business. The real Korean business directory was published in 1985 by the Korea Times in Washington 

and listed 172 public agencies and organizations, and 569 business places consisting of 58 kinds of business. The 

1994 issue of the business directory listed 484 public agencies and organizations, and 2;023 business places consisting 

of 85 kinds of business. This shows the continued growth of the Korean society. In 2004 the directory contained 

624 public agencies and organizations, and 3,940 business places consisting of 144 kinds of business. During the 

20 years since the first publication, the population increased by threefold, the number of organizations increased by 

a factor of five, and the number of businesses increased as much as 20 times the original number. The number of 

business places grew geometrically with the growth of the population. 

The business directory contains advertisements from representative businesses such as construction companies, 

beauty shops, flower shops, attorney's offices, medical offices, insurance agencies, real estate agencies, financing 

- companies, auto services, institutes, and accounting offices. Included are over 300 Korean churches. 

The list below compares the number of different kinds of organizations and businesses during the last 20 years. 

2004 1994 1985 2004 1994 1985 

Public Agency 9 4 4 Siding 13 3 
Korean Association 6 4 Const. Consulting 1 
Community Service 32 11 6 Architect 14 
Education Institute 14 4 12 Wedding Service 18 5 
Alumni Association 41 Scrap Store 2 
Culture, Art Assoc. 23 10 Antique Shop 2 
Business Association 23 15 Golf Lesson 12 
Medical Association 6 5 Golf Range 4 
Civil Association 34 27 52 Golf Store 16 
Athletic Association 28 50 Air Cleaner 1 
Military Association 12 6 Marketing, Design 28 
Regional Association 12 12 Flower Shop 46 
Religious Association 23 21 Shoe Repair Shop 1 
Church 332 264 91 Night Club 19 14 
Player House 10 Fishing Equipment 1 
Catholic Church 5 Heating & Cooling 53 29 16 
Episcopal Church 2 Music Studio 13 7 
Zen Center 9 Billiards, Chess 13 9 
Other Church 3 Rice Cake Store 4 
Furniture Store 36 15 9 Security System 13 
Sign Company 22 10 4 Department Store 43 
Medical Equipment 22 Whole Sale Grocer 65 
Health Products 47 8 Car Rent 3 
Construction Co. 85 84 20 Comic Store 5 
Roofing 19 Water Factory 3 
Flooring 18 Beauty Shop 82 63 9 
Carpenter 33 Crime Prevention 4 
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2004 1994 1985 2004 1994 1985 

Skin Care 17 Travel Agency 32 29 16 
Beauty Supply 11 Tourist Bus 1 

Pet Beauty Shop 1 Party Hall 4 

Translation 19 7 Locksmith 1 

Law Firm (56VN39MD) 95 74 8 Keys Wholesale 1 

Jewelry Store 35 28 11 Heated Floor 2 

Hearing Aid 2 2 Psychic 3 2 

Boat 1 Fortune Teller 15 6 4 

Insurance Company 159 83 12 Glass 2 1 
Sewing 8 8 6 Education Consulting 10 

Real Estate 447 227 42 Mortgage Company 97 95 3 
Real Estate Appraisal 11 Bank 9 31 
Title 8 Medical Office 17 137 
Video 38 13 Internal Medicine 38 
Construction Repair 1 Anesthesia 1 

Office Equipment 11 9 Physical Therapy 18 

Photo Shop 3 21 7 Podiatry 3 

Consulting 4 x ~ray 1 

Book Store 14 8 2 Urologist 3 

Gift Shop 28 9 4 Obstetrician 14 

Pest Control 3 4 5 Plastic Surgeon 9 

Fire Control 2 Pediatrician 13 

Wire Money 3 Veterinarian 13 

Aquarium 1 5 Neurosurgeon 2 

Spa, Acupressure 16 6 Ophthalmologist 4 

Sports 8 Optometrist 6 

Restaurant (Korean) 81 30 Surgeon 4 

Restaurant (Japanese) 55 Dentist 102 
Restaurant (Chinese) 20 Dental Laboratory 5 

Restaurant (Other) 25 Oriental Medicine 74 38 12 

Grocery 42 59 Hair Restoration 1 

Mission Center 1 1 Animal Hospital 1 3 

Music Store 19 8 Tailor 32 
Optical 9 3 2 Woman Clothing 23 42 

Pharmacy 10 12 8 Wedding Dress 15 

Nursing Home 5 Uniform 6 
News Paper Company 18 12 10 Korean Dress 15 4 

Broadcasting 12 8 Clothing Wholesale 18 9 3 
Satellite 5 Immigration Service 16 8 
Store Fixtures 1 17 Printing 25 24 10 
Machinery 4 Car Sale 97 25 4 

Dry Cleaner Equipment 7 Auto Part 6 1 

Restaurant Equipment 9 Windshield 6 
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2004 1994 1985 2004 1994 1985 

Auto Repair 205 145 47 Taxi 18 
Car Wash 3 Trophy 6 4 
Lawn Equipment 2 Paint Shop 42 22 2 
Funeral Home 15 Plumbing 16 13 
Electric Shop 37 20 4 PC 8 
Pawn 3 Piano Tuning 8 
Electronic Shop 27 22 13 Buddhist College 3 
Telephone Service 39 20 Theological Seminary 15 9 4 
Water Manufacture 2 2 Korean Lang. School 72 42 
Landscaping 14 10 Driving School 8 8 5 
Bakery 20 9 11 Floral Art Institute 3 
Stock, Investment 25 English Lang. Institute 9 
Employment Agency 1 13 Art Institute 27 
Welding 16 3 Kindergarten 2 
Hardware Store 3 9 2 Academy 53 29 
Cleaning, Trash Removal 6 1 Tech Institute 10 
Car Service 12 Computer Institute 12 
Cafe 20 Tutoring 6 
Carpet 5 Airline 2 6 
Carpet Cleaning 6 Hotel 6 8 
Upholstery, Interior 24 15 2 Art, Frame 19 16 
Computer 32 19 4 Cosmetics 28 3 
Investigation 4 Accountant (29 VA, 55 MD) 84 

Taekwondo 81 37 14 Accounting Office 14 71 23 

TOTAL Public Agency 624 484 172 
Kind of Business 114 85 58 
Business 4,564 3,940 2,507 
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- Chapter Five -

The Korean Associations in Washington Area 

The Korean Associations in Greater Washington 
Koreans who live in the same area often wish to promote friendship and cultural support in the community, resulting 

in the formation of various associations. Some associations listed here are described in detail but other associations 

have been categorized based on their characteristics with only brief explanations because detailed information was 

not provided. The number of associations formed shows the desire Koreans have to promote friendship and offer 

cultural support to their fellow community members. 

Listed are those currently in operation and those whose accomplishments were obvious. 

1. The Korean Association of Greater Washington (Korean-American Association of the Washington Area) 

Until the 1970s, the Korean community was represented by the Washington Student Association and the Korean

American Women's Association. After the 1970s, the Korean Association became the central point of the Korean 

community. 

From the Students to the Immigrants 

Until the 1960s, the Korean Association was maintained by Korean students in the Washington area. When 

large numbers of immigrants from Korea came to the U.S starting in the 1970s, their numbers surpassed that of the 

students. Changes occurred in the structure of the Korean community. Such changes were evident from the 16th 

Korean Association presidential election held in October 1973. 

Doyung Lee, who had achieved success with his wig business, was elected as president. Lee's election marked the 

turning point in power from the students to the immigrants. 

Reelected as the 18th president of the Korean Association, Doyung Lee acquired the first Korean Association office 

building on Connecticut Ave., Washington, DC in August 1978. He was elected again as the 25th president in 1990 

and is the only individual to serve as president for three terms. 

The election campaign for the 19th president was impassioned. The election was held in October 1978, two months 

after the association acquired its new office building. The battle was between old-timers who used to be students and 

the new immigrants who had just settled here. The candidates were Chai Chang Choi for president and his running 

mate Han Yong Cho, and Kyeu Hoon Park for president and his running mate In Taek Yeom. The campaign manager 
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for the Choi team was Soo Young Oh, a medical doctor; evidence that the Choi team represented the established 

Korean society in Washington. 

Park had been a student but his team focused on getting the support of the immigrant faction and won the election. 

They received support from the people who were against Korea's military government and the Korean Embassy. 

The power of Korean immigrants was demonstrated through this election. The defeated team declared that the 

Korean community would be set back at least ten years. In fact, the old-timers ended their involvement in the affairs 

of the Korean Association for over ten years after the election and limited their support to the Korean Scholarship 

Foundation. From this election on, the association has been controlled by the immigrants. 

Korean Politics and the Association 
Chul Eun Kang became president of the Korean Association in 1981. He was previously the president of the 

Washington Students Association. Kang was very interested in Korean politics and was concerned about the 
· Kwangju incident and the beginning of the 5th Republic of Korea. He clearly showed his position against the Korean 

government and participated in the protest againstthe Kwanju incident. 

Age is very important in the Korean community. Kang became the president in his thirties and was given a difficult 

time from older Korean-Americans, especially when President Doo Hwan Chun visited Washington, D.C. Han 

Yong Cho, a Korean Naval Academy graduate, became the 21st president of the Korean Association. He had been 

an ~ssistant naval attache at the Korean Embassy. After retiring from military service, he started a grocery store. 

His business was a success and he was able to help his relatives immigrate to this country. Some of his relatives, 

including Hyun Sang Cho, Young Kil Lee, and Ki Ok Kim, were well-settled financially. Kang could mobilize 

several hundred supporters at any time. 

Around this time, about ten people born in 1935 started the Sarangbang Club. Although the club members were 

involved with the elections of the Korean groups, they acted independently. When Soviet war planes shot down KAL 

007 on September 1, 1983, killing 269 passengers, the Korean Association launched a campaign of protest and four 

days later about 3,000 demonstrators gathered in front of the Soviet Embassy and the White House. They burned the 
Soviet flag and the portrait of Secretary General Andropov. Cho sent a letter to the Soviet Embassy, protesting the 

downing ofKAL 007. He also organized a massive demonstration with the Korean Association in the United States 

and many representatives joined him from all over America, demonstrating the united power of the Korean society. 

It was coincidental that Cho's term began when Kim Dae Jung started his exile in the Washington area in 1983. 

Jung's exile drew the Korean Association into Korean politics and when Kim Dae Jung ended his exile and returned 

to Korea, Cho also returned to Korea to participate in politics. 

Eun Soon Keh became the 22nd president of the association in November 1984. The association was still deeply 

involved in Korean politics and in May 1985, when President Doo Hwan Chun made his second visit to Washington, 

D.C., the association was again stirred. The association's directors met to decide if they should greet President Chun 

or protest his visit. They discussed the matter until very late one night but couldn't reach a conclusion, and so the 

association took a neutral position. 

The Korean directory for the Washington area had originally been published by the Washington Students Association. 

Due to the increased Korean population, the 21st Korean Association took over the responsibility of publishing it. 

The 22nd Korean Association began to publish the directory for Korean-Americans in the area. Kay became sick at 

the final stage of his term and Vice President Paul Sunhak Kim served as acting president for several months until 
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the term expired. 

In his campaign, Pil Young Shin promised to donate $30,000 toward the effort to acquire an association office. He 

held the 43rd Liberation Day ceremony as well as the open house ceremony in the newly acquired office on August 

13, 1988. Ambassador Dong Jin Park and former association presidents attended the tape-cutting ceremony for the 

new office. Ten years earlier Doyung Lee had bought the first office building for the association in D.C. The new 

office is located at 7004-L, Little River Turnpike, Annandale, Vrrginia. 

The association office is located in Annandale because many Korea-Americans reside in the area. As soon as Shin 

took office, he held a board meeting where a resolution was passed to unite the divided association. He had a meeting 

with former presidents and appointed Chai Chang Choi, a four-term president of the association since 1950, to lead 

the unification efforts. Several meetings were held and finally he unification documents were signed on April 14, 

1989. Subsequently, different opinions were raised and the original agreement was not executed. The efforts to unify 
the associations came to an end without any results. During the period when Suk Bong Oh was president, Korean 

politicians including President Tae Woo Rho made frequent visits to Washington, D.C. 

On June 20, 1989, the Korean National Assembly held a public hearing at Woo Lae Oak to discuss the status of 

Koreans overseas. Jae Poong Ryu, Il Seong Ok, and Kap Jin Chung attended the hearing to represent the Korean 

community. They proposed cooperation between Korea and Koreans overseas, and suggested the establishment of a 

new office in the Korean government to deal with the affairs and education of Koreans overseas. The public hearing 

provided a forum the exchange of opinions on these issues. 

In September of that year, Wan Soo Lee was appointed chairman of the fundraising committee for the Korean War 

Memorial in Washington. Lee collected $19,179.82 and presented the money to General Richard Stilwell, Chairman 

of the Korean War Memorial Planning Committee. General Stilwell had previously served as commander of the 

U.S. forces in Korea. 

Doyung Lee, a former two-term president, ran for the presidency again. Sekwon Kenneth Chong, who had long 

worked for the association as secretary general and vice president, was another candidate. Lee won the election 

by only forty-nine votes, becoming the 25th president of the association. The Korean Embassy helped Kwang 

Soo Choi, president of the Korean-American Association of Metropolitan Maryland, to become chairman for the 

reception in honor of Korean President Tae Woo Roh's visit in July 1991, thus breaking the past precedent of giving 

chairmanship to the president of the Korean Association of Greater Washington. The lack of harmony existing 
between the association and the Korean Embassy surfaced. The Embassy's influence was stronger now than in the 

1970s when Lee was previously president. 

Sekwon Kenneth Chong was elected as the 26th president of the association. There was a dispute between the 

previous president and the new president regarding the transfer of the association's business. 

Violent Crimes Increase - More Korean Victims 
Sekwon Kenneth Chong took office in November 1992, about six months after the Los Angeles riots. He had 

meetings with the Korean Chamber of Commerce, the Korean-American Grocer's Association of Washington, 

Washington Korean Retail Liquors, the Korean Dry Cleaners Association, and other business groups to discuss 

possible measures to prevent violent crimes for the safety of Korean businesses. 
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Despite the fundamental countermeasures for the safety of Korean businesses, eight Korean-Americans became 

victims of robberies in 1993. One Korean businessman was seriously handicapped as the result of a crime. This 

was the worst year for Korean businessmen in the area. Korean businesses have operated in large numbers in 

the Washington, D.C., Baltimore and Richmond areas since 1974. Between 1974 and 1992, thirty-six Korean 

businessmen were killed in those areas. An additional eight were killed in 1993, prompting the Korean Association 

of Greater Washington to establish the Safety Committee. 

On August 16, 1993, the committee was formed and Peter H. Shin, who was vice president of the association, served 

as its chair. Chong, Shin, and Korean business leaders met with the D.C. mayor, police chief, and African-American 

community leaders to find a way to prevent crimes against the neighborhood's Korean-Americans. Korean church 

leaders showed their full support. The committee considered having a peaceful demonstration against violent crime 

in D.C. Some opposed the idea and no agreement could be reached. In the meantime the number of violent crimes 

decreased and the committee did not pursue the matter. 

Compilation of the History of Korean-Americans 
In order to publish a book on the history of Korean-Americans, Chong appointed Walter K. Park, Chai Chang Choi, 

and Dae Wook Chang as advisors, and Young Chang Chae as Editor-in-Chief for the History of Korean-Americans 

in the Washington Metropolitan Area. The 26th President, Sekwon Kenneth Chong, established a compilation 

committee for the book and planned that it would cover the 110-yearperiod from September 15, 1883, through 1993. 

The committee, consisting of advisors, consultants, the editorial staff, and other staff, totaled about 200 members. 

The 371-page book was published in 1994. Hark Jae Yun, a member of the Korean community,remarked that 

the book's focus on the Washington area is significant because such a history book was not published in bigger 

U.S. cities like Los Angeles, New York City, or Chicago. A total of 5,000 copies of the book were published and 

distributed in the U.S. and Korea, and to Korean associations around the world. Subsequently, 4,500 copies of the 

English version of the book were published. The ceremony for the publication of the English version of the book 

was held at the Board Room at the Korean National Assembly. Copies of the book were distributed to libraries in 

the United States and Korea. 

By 2004 the History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 1883-2005 was ready to be published. The 

Korean American Association in the Washington Metropolitan Area (President: Young Keun Kim) and the Korean 

American Foundation - Washington (President: Sekwon Kenneth Chong) debated on who should publish the history 

book and resolved to be co-publishers. Editor-in-Chief Young Chang Chae was working hard on the new history 

book when he passed away suddenly in September 2004. Woong Joe Kang, a history professor and one of the old 

timers in the area, was appointed Editor-in-Chief in Octbber 2004. 

Birth of the Korean American Association in the Washington Metropolitan Area 
The original Korean Association was divided into three groups in 1986 when the 22nd president of the association 

was in office. By 1994, public opinion held that the local associations should unite and in May 1994 the constitution 

of the Korean Association of Greater Washington was amended to create the Korean American Association in the 

Washington Metropolitan Area out of the three local associations. This allowed the leaders of the associations in the 

Northern Vrrginia and Metropolitan Maryland areas to join as running mates for offices in the next election at the 

general meeting. The 27th president took office following the amendment of the constitution and the association 

finally began to represent the whole area. The Korean community in the Washington area was pleased with the 

outcome. 
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For the first time in the United States, Sekwon Kenneth Chong, the 26th president of the Korean Association 

of Greater Washington, published the 'History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area: 1883-1993 ' , which 

presented the 110-year history of Korean Americans in the U.S. The publication of this history book served to 

promote the Korean community in the Washington area. Five thousand Korean versions of and 4,500 English 

versions of the book were printed and distributed to libraries in the U.S. and Korea. They were also distributed to 

other Korean associations. As part of fund raising for the publication of the book, the association had an arrangement 

with AT&T to rebate long distance calls. 

On April 29, 1992, a riot against Korean Americans occurred in Los Angeles. In the aftermath the number of crimes 

against Korean small businesses and Korean individuals increased for the period through 1994. The association 

formed a safety committee for Korean businesses (Chairman: Peter H. Shin: Second Chairman: Young II Kim) and 

the committee coordinated with the police to protect Korean business owners. In an attempt to foster better relations 

with the community, the association participated in events with mainstream Americans, particularly events helpful to 

African Americans. These were difficult times for the association, yet president Chong set the cornerstone to unite 

the local associations by amending the constitution. A Magnolia Award from Korean government was conferred on 

Chong in 2004 for his distinguished service to the Korean community. 

Daniel Byung-Keun Choi was elected the 27th president of the Korean American Association in the Washington 

Metropolitan Area without voting. Choi's running mates were Cheol Hwoi Kim, President of the Korean American 

Association of Northern Vrrginia, and Han Bong Lee, President of the Korean American Association of the State of 

Maryland. They were supposed to work as a team for the newly formed association and the president made efforts 

in this direction. However, there were many problems because the constitutions of the three previous associations 

did not agree. 

For the New Year celebration in 1995 in the Korean community, about 4,500 Koreans gathered at the D.C. 

Armory. Prizes were offered at the celebration, including two Hyundai cars and four round trip tickets to Korea. 

The Korean directory was issued in 1996 by both the Korean American Association in the Washington Metropolitan 

Area and Giant Printing Company. They published 25,000 copies of the directory, which contained about 15,000 

Korean families and 2,200 businesses in 620 pages. The association, together with the Korean American Alliance, 

participated in the movement against differential treatment for permanent visa holders and lobbied for the rights 

of all Korean Americans. On March 1, 1996, the 77th anniversary day of the March 1st Independence Movement, 

the association demonstrated in front of the Japanese Embassy to protest the Japanese statement that Dokdo Island 

belonged to Japan. 

Contrary to the expectation that existed when the 27th president took office, the Korean community was disappointed 

in later developments. The Korean American Association ofNorthem Virginia and the Korean American Association 

of the State ofVrrginia formed the 'Korean American Association in Washington' on September 14, 1996, and Sang 

Don Nam was elected as its president. Consequently there were two Korean American associations and four local 

associations in the Washington area. Choi recalls that he had many difficulties under those circumstances. 

Sung Rye Kim ran for 28th president of the Korean American Association in the Washington Area with Soon 

Hee Sohn of Maryland and Tae Hwan Kim of Virginia as running mates. Kim was elected without voting. The 

28th association used a data base to independently publish the Korean directory, which had about 700 pages. In 

1997, the association initiated a movement to send money to Korea through the purchase Korean products and by 

promoting tours of Korea, in response to the IMF incident. One of Kim's contributions was to settle the issue of 
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the divided associations in such a way that the Korean American Association in the Washington Area represents 
the Korean community in the entire Washington area, including Washington, D.C., Metropolitan Maryland, and 
Northern Virginia; The Korean American Association in Northern Virginia represents only the Korean community 
in Northern Virginia; and the Korean American Association of the State of Maryland represents only the Korean 
community in metropolitan Maryland. 

The New Year's Eve party in 1997 for Korean Americans was held at the D.C.Annory. On June 8, 1998, President 
Dae Jung Kirn visited Washington, D.C. at the invitation of President Clinton. The chairperson of the welcoming 
committee was Sung Rye Kirn, president of the association. The association had conflicts with the Center for Human 
Rights over the party. The center was run by Young Jak Lee, a nephew of President Kim's wife, who played a main 
role in selecting the guests for the reception party. The invitations were given to 175 couples who were associated 
with the Center for Human Rights Issues, to 80 couples who were members of the Advisory Council on Democratic 
Peaceful Unification and to only 45 couples who were leaders of the association and other groups. Many complained 
about the distribution of invitations. 

Jie Kyung Song was president of the 29th association from 1998 to 2000. At the election on September 20, 1998, 
Song got 1,220 votes, defeating Young Won Lee, who got 607. A total of 8,507 Korean Americans were registered 
to vote, but only 1,849 cast ballots. The 29th association was run with 11 Song Hong as vice president, Young Keun 
Kirn as the executive director and Young Jin Kirn as the chairman of the trustees. 

Song is from Hwang Hae Province, a part of North Korea. Under the influence of President Kim's pro-North 
Korean policy, Song proposed his plan of seminars for the unification of Korea. His plan attracted the attention of 
the Korean community. He visited North Korea and met his relatives, whom he had not seen in 53 years. He was 
interviewed by North Korean media in Pyung Yang about his plans for seminars on the unification of Korea and 
returned to the U.S. 

Heung Taek Moon ran against Sang Dae Chung, the former president of the Young Nam Association of Washington, 
for the office of 30th president at the election held on September 23, 2000. Moon had been vice president of the 
association when Han Yong Cho was the 21st president. For the next 20 years Moon served as a trustee for the 
association and also worked with other groups. His experience helped him to be elected as the 30th president (he 
received more votes in Virginia but Chung received more votes in Maryland). It had long been expected that Moon 
would be president of the association and finally his time came. On October 30, 2000, the officers of the 30th 
association started projects to better coordinate with local associations and groups, and to provide Korean identity 
education for second generation Korean immigrants and welfare programs for the elderly. The senior vice president 
was Kwang Shin Pak; the vice president was Eul Mo Kang; the executive director was Seung Phil Park and chairmen 
of trustees were Hark Jae Yun and Steve Yong-Ouk Kirn. 

The association's planned projects for 2001 were a celebration for Korean American Day, the KBS singing contest, a 
New Year 's Eve party, and the publication of a new Korean directory. However, all plans were cancelled due to the 9/11 
terrorist attacks. The association decided to avoid any large gatherings in keeping with the general mood of Americans 
after 9/11 . In response to the attacks that occurred on 9/11, the Association sent a message to all Korean Americans 
advising them to be careful about their behavior and communication, and to not overreact to the situation. 

On September 12, 2001, Association President Moon donated blood at the INOVA Blood Center in Annandale 
to help those wounded in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The association requested that Korean Americans participate in 
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collecting money for the 9/11 victims. It sent the $27,825 collected to the Red Cross. The total amount donated 

by Korean Americans in the United States was $1,214,378. The amount collected from Korean Americans in the 

Washington area was $218,704. The donations demonstrated the affection Korean Americans have toward America 

and Americans. 

In September 2001 the association collected $72,000 for flood victims in Korea and delivered the collected funds 

to the Korean Embassy. The association sponsored the celebration for the 25th anniversary of ANC, a neighborhood 

group in Washington, D.C. and provided other opportunities for African Americans and Korean Americans to get 

together for friendship and to improve their relationship with each other. The ANC event was held at the Renaissance 

Hotel in D.C. and was attended by the Chairman of ANC and about one hundred Korean and American community 

leaders along with many Koreans and African Americans who owned businesses in the area. Moon received a 

leadership award from the Asian Pacific American Heritage Council on May 1, 2002, and he also received a Magnolia 

Award from the Korean government for his contributions to the Korean community. 

The election of the 31st president of the association was held on November 23, 2002. Campaigning for the 

presidency was fierce on both sides. One candidate was Kyun Kyo Shin, who served for the Korean American 

Association of the State of Maryland, and the other was Young Keun Kim, vice president of the Korean American 

Association in Northern Virginia, where he had lived for over twenty years. Shin was from Maryland and his 

campaign promise was to correct deformities in the Korean community. Kim was young and his campaign promise 

was to connect the first and second generations of Korean Americans and to integrate the Korean community into the 

activities of mainstream American society. In the election Kim received 2,447 votes and Shin received 1,555 votes. 

48 votes were invalid. Kim was elected 31st president of the association. Kim appointed Phil Jae Lee as his senior 

vice president, Eung Deok Yoo as the executive director, and Hong Kim as the chairman of the trustees. 

Kim led the efforts to merge the Korean community with American society. He focused on the practical benefits 

for the Korean community and broke with the tradition of many association events. There were about 300 Korean 

businesses that formed Korea Town in Annandale, Virginia and they were not coordinating with the administrative 

authorities or residents of Annandale, nor were they exercising their rights. Kim had close ties with the Annandale 

Chamber of Commerce and helped in the formation of Korea Town. He had Korean Americans clean the streets 

alongside the Annandale community. He had a campaign to display yellow ribbons for the safe return of American 

soldiers in Iraq. By doing this, Korean Americans became more a part of the community. 

The association started issuing preferred cards to Korean Americans in October 2002. Participating store gave 

discounts to those who used the cards. By April 2005, about 1,400 had the cards and participating stores donated the 

operating fees to the association. The association allowed the consular staff to use its office for their duties so those 

who needed services from the consular staff did not have to go to D.C., saving time and gas. From September 2004 

to April 2005, about 2,500 individuals utilized the association office to receive services from the consular staff. The 

association began to observe the Korean Day Festival instead of having the New Year's Eve party they had held for a 

long time. The association was able to reduce its expenses by not having the party. The second Korean Day Festival 

was held October 25-26, 2004, at Mason District Park in Annandale. There were about fifty booths for vendors like 

the Hyundai Auto Shop, Korean Clothes, and Food Comers. Various games were played and singing contests were 

held. About 10,000 Korean Americans and local residents enjoyed the two days of the festival. It was regarded an 

open cultural event regardless of race or sex. The association protested a sting operation that was set up for selling or 

buying wild ginseng and bear bladder. The association's budget for the fiscal year of2003 was $260,000. 
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Kim wanted to complete the projects undertaken during his presidency and so he announced his candidacy for 
· president of the 32nd association. He decided to run again because he knew that the area Korean Americans liked 
the way the association was run during his two-year presidency. The election was held on November 20, 2004, 
and there were three candidates, Young Keun Kim, Ok Tae Kim and Sang Dae Chung. It had been 30 years since 
three candidates competed for the position of president. A total of 3,068 ballots were cast and Young Keun Kim 
was re-elected with 1,472 votes. Ok Tae Kim got 1,331 votes. Young Keun Kim's re-election came 42 years after 
Chai Chang Choi had been re-elected as president for a third through sixth term between1957 and 1962, at a time 
when there were only 100-300 Korea.tis in the area. In July 2005, Kim was appointed as co-chairman of the Koreans 
Overseas at their meeting held in Seoul, Korea. Doyung Lee had been president of the association for three non
consecutive tenns. He was president for 16th, 18th, and 25th terms. Kim appointed In Seok Baek as chairman of 
the trustees, Hong Sik Kim as senior vice president, Jae Seop Kim as the executive director and Jae Seop Kim as 
coordinator forthe 32nd association. 

The association's projects for 2005 included consulate services, the preferred card program, a Korean American 
Festival like before and assistance for Korean Americans to enter mainstream American society. The Korean Day 
Festival was held at Falls Church Senior High School on October 1-2, 2005, with programs similar to those held in 
2004. Over 10,000 Korean Americans and local residents attended the festival. It was an important event because 
it presented Korean culture, Korean history and Korean society to area residents. Mi Hwa Han, coordinator of the 
association, was instrumental in preparing for and running the festival. 

The Korean community hopes to have a Korean Community Center. In the fall of2005 Kim established a planning 
coinniittee for the community center and in the spring of 2006, Kim formed a construction committee for the project. 
Kim is one of the trustees of that committee. The funding is ready and the committee plans to acquire a building in 
2008. The plan is to use 20% of the building as the community center and rent our 80% of the building. With the 
rental income and money collected through fund raising, the hope is to have the building mortgage-free by 2014 and 
to have the building pennanendy house the Korean Community Center. 

The past presidents of the association are: 

L 1950-1952 Byung Cheol Koh (Deceased) Korean Friendly Association 
2: 1953-1956 Jae Hoon Kim (Unknown) Korean Association in Washington 
3-6. 1957-1962 Chai Chang Choi (Deceased) Korean Association in Washington 
7. 1963 Kyu Hong Chun (Deceased) Korean Association in Washington 
8. 1964-1965 Walter K. Park (Deceased) Korean Association in Washington 
9. 1966 Choon Taik Suh (Washington) Korean Association in Washington 
10. 1967 Dong Jin Kim (Washington) Korean Association in Washington 
11. 1968 Jin Hwan Noh (Deceased) Korean Association in Washington 
12. 1969 Kwang Wook Roh (Washington) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
13. 1970 Theodore U.C. Kim (Wash.) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
14. 1971 Seang Ho Lee (Korea) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
15. 1972 Ha Woo Lee (Korea) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
16. 1973 Doyung Lee (Washington) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
17. 1974-1975 Eung Pyo Koh (Washington) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
18. 1976-1977 Doyung Lee (Washington) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
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19. 1978-1979 Kyeu Hoon Park (Wash.) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
20. 1980-1981 Chul Eun Kang (Korea) Korean Association in the Washington Area 
21. 1982-1983 Han Yong Cho (Deceased) Washington Korean Association 
22. 1984-1985 Eun Soon Keh (Deceased) Washington Korean Association 
23. 1986-1987 Pil Young Shin (Wash.) Washington Korean Association 
24. 1988-1989 Suk Bong Oh (Washington) Washington Korean Association 
25. 1990-1991 Doyung Lee (Washington) Washington Korean Association 
26. 1992-1993 Sekwon Ken Chong (Wash.) Washington Korean Association 
27. 1994-1995 Daniel Byung-Keun Choi (Wash.) KoArnAssociation of the Washington Area 
'2'6. i1~~~9 /~ ~ · Ki~&rhington) KoArn Association of the Washington Area 
10: 2000-2 1 F1eung ~ Moo (Wash.) KoArn Association of the Washington Area 
31-32 2002-2005 Young Keun Kirn (Wash.) Ko Arn Association of the Washington Area 

2. Korean American Association of Northern Virginia 

Fairfax County is the largest county of the Northern Vrrginia area and the closest county to Washington, D.C. Many 
Korean Americans live in Northern Virginia and Korean American businesses are concentrated in the Fairfax County 
locales of Annandale and Centreville. The Korean American Association of Northern Vrrginia was established in 
December 1986 with Tae Kwon Lee as its first president. 

In 1989 the association received permission to use Whittier High School in Fairfax County. The association in 
tum allowed rooms to be used by the Korean Association for the Aged in Washington and the Women's Society of 
Washington. In 1990, the association received a grant of $5,500 and used the money.to provide English classes 
and drivers' education classes for Koran Americans. In those days it was rare for Korean groups to receive grants 
from the federal or state government, and this may have been the first such occasion. The Virginia Campus of the 
United Korean School of Washington has used the association's facility to teach Korean language and culture to 
Korean students for the last three years. The school building was later eliminated. In 1993 Faufax County gave the 
association permission to use a building at 6131 Willston Drive, Falls Church, Virginia, and it has used this building 
as the association office since then. 

The officers of the association were successful in renewing the county grants and the association continues to offer 
classes in English, computer use, sewing, heating and air-conditioning, and other subjects. In 2001 the association was 
the first to set up a web site for the organization. The association formed support groups of board of trustees and graduates 
of classes that financially supported the classes. The association's financial condition is reported on the web site. 

Mistakes were made on the federal tax return in 2003 that resulted in penalties, but the matter was settled. The association 
sponsored its first job fair in May 2004 with good results and has established a Welfare Foundation for the Aged. 

The undertaking the association is most proud of is the operation of Great Love Korean School. The classes for 
Korean Americans began in 1989 with English and drivers' education and continued through a location change. 
English instructors were mainly Ki Choon Lee, Poong Ho Im and Eun Pyo Hong. 

In 1997 the government grants for the association that had stopped were reinstated. Classes to prepare for the U.S. 
citizenship exam, heating and air conditioning classes, sewing classes, and computer education were added. In 2001, 
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a class to prepare applicants for obtaining a construction license was added. The first principal of the school was Ki 
Choon Lee, followed by Jong Ho Yook. In 2003, an SAT prep class for low income families, an intermediate sewing 
class, and a class to train assistant pharmacists were added. The association has seven schools with 18 classes that 
provide basic job training for Korean Americans. 

The past presidents of the associations are: 

1. Tae Kwon Lee 
2. Su Dong Shin 
3. Yeon Soo Nah (Byung Soon Chung, acting president) 
4. Sang Don Nam 
5. Jie Kyung Song 
6. Myung Chul Kong 
7. Jong Ryool Lee 
8. Tae Hwan Kim 
9. Nam Jung Kang 
10. Dae Hyun Ko 

3. Korean American Association of State of Maryland 

Following the establishment of the Korean American Association of Northern Virginia as the result of disputes over 
election procedures for president of the Korean American Association of the Washington Area, the Korean American 
Association of the State of Maryland was created by Ok Seong Hwang, Seon Ho Lee, Kwang Dong Cho and others 
on July 12, 1987. 

The association provides community services to Korean Americans residing in five counties in Maryland, including 
Montgomery and Prince George's counties. When Han Bong Lee was president of the association, it received grants 
from Montgomery County for the first time and the Association began to provide English and computer classes for 
Korean Americans. These classes are still being offered. 

In 2002 Kwon Huh was appointed social coordinator and the association began to receive grants for social services 
programs. Huh provides consulting services for elderly Korean immigrants new to the U.S. He also provides 
services to help Korean Americans apply for a driver's license and with other services related to immigration. The 
association works for the welfare of the elderly, helps with preparations for traditional Korean weddings, offers free 
vaccinations, and even provides a class to teach car repair. Through the Korean Day Festival it promotes the Korean 
community's participation in mainstream American activities. 

The past presidents of the Association are: 

1st Ok Seong Hwang 
2nd Hong Jin Han 
3rd Kwang Soo Choi 
4th Joseph C. Kim 
5th Han Bong Lee 
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6th Byung Cheong Chi (Died in office, Senior Vice President Kwon Huh completed his term) 

7th Sook Won Lee 

8th Sook Won Lee 

9th Soon Hee Sohn 

10th Young Gi Lee 

4. Korean Groups in the Washington Area 

1) Service Groups 
There are many service groups in .the Korean community. Some groups charge the people who receive their 

services, but most provide their services for free. The existence of so many service groups is an indication that there 

are many problems to be solved. Some of the service groups are: 

Counseling Center for Family Conflicts 

International Love Service Center 

Good Spoon Mission 

Christian Family Ministry Institute 

Global Children Foundation 

Noel Korean Community Service Center 

Health Management 

Siloam 

Agape General Personal Service Center 

Domestic Violation Resolution Plan 

Asia Pacific American Legal Resource Center 

Yejin Korean Community Service Center 

American Future for Korean Americans 

Korean American Family Counseling Center 

Washington Youth Foundation 

Action for Peace· through Prayer and Aid 

Korean Community Service Center of Greater Washington 

Caritas Won Ju International Relief, Inc. 

Joint Together Society 

Good Friends 

Care Line 

Korean American Youth Association 

Korean Welfare Foundation Inc. Washington Metro Support Group 

Korean American Community Service 

Korean American Youth Service Organization 

Hanbbury Service Center 

House of Hope 

2) Education Groups 
Education groups include Korean language education, vocational education, scholarship foundations, information 

on American education, and institutions. Many Korean Americans are interested in these groups. They are: 
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School for Marriage Preparation 
H K Consulting 
Korean Education Center 

Washington Association for Korean Schools 
Korean American Scholarship Foundation 
Great Love Korean School 

3) Alumni Associations of Middle and High Schools, and Colleges 
Alumni associations are friendly groups whose members get together once or twice a year for fellowship. They 

also welcome visitors from Korea who were associated with their schools. They are: 

Kyung Ki High School 
Kyung Ki Girls High School 
Kyung Ki Commercial High School 
Kyung Nam High School Alumni 
Kyung Nam Girls High School 
Kyung Dong Alumni Association 
Kyung Bok Alumni Association 
Kyung Book High School 
Kyung Book Girls High School 
Dae Kwang High School 
Dong Sung High School 
Paichai Alumni 
Bosung High School Alumni 
Pusan Girls High School Alumni 
Seoul High School Alumni 
Sook Myung Girls High School 
Shin Ill High School 
Yong Dong Alumni 
Yong San High School 
Ewha Girls High School 
Inchun Jemulpo High School 
Jeon Nam Girls High School 
Jeonju Buk Middle and High School 

Jung Shin Girls High School Alumni 
Joong Kyong High School Alumni 
Choong Dong High School Alumni 
Choong Ang High School Alumni 
Jin Myung High School 
Chung Ju High School 
Han Yang Alumni 
Hwi Moon High School 
Kun Kook Alumni Association 
Kyung Pook University Alumni Association 
Kyung Hee University Association 
Korea University Alumni Association 
Dan Kook University Alumni 
Dong Kuk Alumni Association 
Suh Kang University Alumni 
Seoul National University Alumni Association 
Sung Kyun Kwan University Alumni Association 
Sook Myung University Association 
Young Nam University 
Ywha Alumni Association 
Chungang Alumni Association 
Han Kook University of Foreign Alumni 
Hanyang University Alumni Association 

4) Culture and Art Groups (See Korean Culture and Art in Chapter 4) 
Koreans are an emotional people with artistic talent. Korean cultural and art activities are an important part of the 

Korean immigrant community. 

5) Business Groups 
These associations were formed by Korean Americans who are in the same line of business, to share their experiences 

and help each other avoid operational problems. Some of the business groups are: 

Dry Cleaner's Association 
Korean American Business Association 

Washington Korean Retail Liquors Association 
Korean American Grocer's Association 
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Korean Automobile Association 
Korean Florists Association 
Korean American Contractors Association 

6) Professional Associations 

The Korean American Travel Association of Washington 
Korean American Chamber of Commerce 

Professionals formed the associations to exchange information and for fellowship. They are: 

Washington Korean American Pharmacists Association 
Washington Korean American Medical Doctors Association 
Asian American Bar Community of Washington 
Korean American Scientists Association 
USA Korea Association of Oriental Medicine 

7) General Groups 
The Kyung Ju Kim's Association, Washington Branch 
Gunston Koinonia Center 
Korean American Senior Citizen Association Inc. of Maryland 
Korean American Foundation - Washington 
Senior Citizen Association of Washington 
Korean Community Center of Northern Virginia 
Memorial Foundation of Bong Kil Yoon, USA 
Washington Women's Society 
Washington Korean Center 
Korean Women's Association 
Good Fathers Foundation 
Chosun People Union 
Central Senior Center 
Koram International Service, Inc. 
Organization of Korean American Women 
Committee for Protection of Rights for Korean Americans 
Heung Sa Dan 
Korean American Jaycee 
Jeon Ju Lee's Association, Washington Branch 
Anti-Communist Association, USA 
Separated Family Association 
Florida Market Friendly Association 
Korean American Workers Association 
Korean Club 
Movement Helping Each Other 
Korean American Freedom and Democracy Association 
Freedom Society 
Association of People from North Korea Provinces 
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8) Political Groups 
League of Korean Americans in Maryland, Inc. 

Advisory Council for Freedom and Democracy Unification of Washington 

Korean American Republican of Vrrginia 

Korean American Democrat of Virginia 

The National Council for Freedom and Democracy of Washington 

Korean American National Council of Washington 

League of Korean American, USA Inc. 

Asian Pacific Association 

League of Korean American of Virginia 

9) Youth Groups 
Korean American Youth Group 

Information Center for Korean Americans 

10) Athletic Group (See Sports in Chapter 4) 

11) Veterans Associations 
Korean Veterans Association in Washington 

Korean Vietnam Was Veterans of Eastern USA 

Air Force Veterans Association 

Korean Naval Academy Alumni Association 

Korean American Veterans Association 

Washington Dae Han Hwa Rang Association 

12) Friendly Associations 

Korean American Officers Club 

Association of Korean Students in the Washington Area 

Korean War Veterans Association of Washington 

Korean Women Veterans Association 

Washington Korean R.O.T.C 

Washington Korean Officer's Christian Union 

Korean Vietnam War Veterans Association in the USA, Inc. 

Kang Won Association of Washington Seoul Club of Washington 

The Young Nam Association of Greater Washington Korean American Northern Federation of Washington 

Je Ju Association of Washington Choong Chong Association of Greater Washington 

Ham Kyung Society of Washington The Pyongan Association of Greater Washington 

Korean Ho Nam Fellowship of Washington 

Ham Kyung Society in US. 

13) Religious Groups 
Christian Ethics Movement 

Rhema Evangelical Mission 

PCA Capital Presbyterian Churches (PCA) 

The Light of the World International Mission, Inc. 

Child Evangelism Fellowship ofNorthern Virginia 

American Wheat Mission, Inc. 

Hwang Hae Do Association of Greater Washington 

Atlantic Korean American Presbyterian Churches (PCUSA) 

Korean Baptist Churches in Maryland and Vrrginia 

Bible Read Mission 

Metropolitan Council of Korean Baptist Churches 

Washington Mokja Youngsunghoi 

Wesley Evangelical Crusade of Washington and Baltimore 
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The Korean Christian Women's Association Washington Senior Ministers Association 

Council of Korean Churches in the Washington Area 

Washington Christian Cultural Research Center 

Noon Prayer Mission 

5. History of Korean Groups 

Wesleyan Korean Church Council 

The Korean Gospel Mission, Inc. 

Korean American Senior Citizens Association of Washington 
In July 1977, senior citizens organized the Korean American Senior Citizens Association of Washington to enhance 

friendship, with Ji Hyun Kim elected as the first president. The association assists senior citizens with English and 

with preparation for the U.S. citizenship test. It arranges tours for its senior members and has award programs for 

young people who demonstrate dutiful piety to their parents. Senior citizens of the Maryland area broke away from 

this association in July 1980 and formed the Korean Senior Citizens Association in the Metropolitan Washington 

Area in 1981. Ho Seong Chang was elected as the first president and the second president of the association merged 

the association with the Korean American Senior Citizens Association. Another faction split in 1985 and the 

Washington Korean Senior Citizens Association was created. In July 1991, these two associations were integrated 

under the name of the Korean American Senior Citizens Association in the Washington Metropolitan Area. The 

association had been receiving grants in the amount of $18,000 per year from Fairfax County since 1989. In 1996 

the grants were denied due to improper use of the grants. The cancellation of the grants resulted in some dispute and 

the Korean Senior Citizens Association of Northern Virginia was created. The Northern Vrrginia association merged 

with the Korean American Senior Citizens Association in the Washington Metropolitan Area in 1998 when Dong 

Chan Kim was the 20th president. In 1999 the Northern Virginia association separated from the association when 

Soo Young Choi was the 21st president and Doo Jin Hong became president ofNorthern Virginia association. 

Under the presidency of Sam Lae Cho (the 23rd president) the association held regular meetings to promote 

fellowship among its members. It offered classes in music and health for senior members. In coordination with Great 

Love Korean School, the association offers a computer class for senior members. In partnership with the Korean 

American Association of Northern Virginia it arranges tours in the fall and offers parties for young people who have 

demonstrated dutiful piety to their parents. In March 2004 Sam Lae Cho, president of the Korean American Senior 

Citizens Association of the Metropolitan Washington Area, and Gap Dong Kim, president of the Northern Virginia 

Association, formed a committee to unite the two associations. On June 18, 2004, the associations were merged and 

Pyohng Choon Kim was elected as the 24th president of the united association. 

President Pyohng Choon Kim continued with the projects undertaken by his predecessor and proposed three 

additional projects. First, he wanted to apply for tax exempt status for the association. He obtained a Tax ID Number 

from the IRS in June 2005. The association has been registered with IRS as a tax-exempt organization with the 

condition that the association reports its financial status for the next five years. Second, the association wanted to 

have a better relationship with Office of Seniors Program in Fairfax County. The association now has better relations 

with Fairfax County authorities. Third, the association reopened the senior high school. Kim resigned his presidency 

on June 30, 2005, to do missionary work. Unfortunately, the united association split again two months after the 

merger. There are currently two senior associations in Northern Virginia. Sam Lae Cho, who paved the way for the 

original merger, was re-elected without voting as the 25th president of the association in July 2005. He has renewed 

efforts to integrate the two associations. 
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The past presidents of the association are: 

Year Name Remarks 

1st 1977 Ji Hyun Kim In July 
2nd 1978 Ji Hyun Kim 
3rd 1979 Chai Chang Choi 
4th 1980 He SeonPark Senior citizens in Maryland separated as Korean 

American Association of Maryland 
5th 1981 Ji Hyun Kim 
6th 1982 Hong Dae Bang Another association was established and Ho Sung 
7th 1983 Byung Kook Kwon Chang became the first president but it was united 

when Jeong Gi Kim was the second resident. 
8th 1984 ChiJoAhn 
9th 1985 IlDongLee Another faction split and Yoon Gi Ahn became the 

first president. 
10th 1986 IlDongLee Won Wook Lee became the 2nd president. 
11th 1987 Doo Hyung Kim Sang Soo Oh became the 3rd president 
12th 1988 IlDongLee Seong Woo Park became the 4th president 
13th 1989 Jong Soon Gong Kyu Hwan Cho became the 5th president 
14th 1990 Jong Soon Gong Kyu Hwan Cho became the 6th president 
15th 1991 Jong Soon Gong United as Metropolitan association 
16th 1992 ManHyungWoo Two-year- term began 
17th · 1993-4 Man Hyung Woo 
18th 1995-6 Dong Seong Kim 
19th 1997 Dong Hwan Lee Northern Vrrginia association established and Jung 

Gi Kim became the president but united again. 
20th 1998 Dong Chan Kim 
21st 1999 Soo Young Choi Northern Vrrginia association established and Doo 

Gook Kim Jin Hong became the first president 
22nd 2000-1 GookKim Seong Beom Yoo became the 2nd president 
23rd 2002-3 SamLaeCho Gap Dong Kim became the 3rd president 
24th 2004-5 Pyohng Choon Kim On June 19,·2004 Kim became the president of the united association. 
25th 2005 SamLaeCho Cho took office on July 1, 2005 

Organization of Korean American Women (See Chapter 2) 

Korean Community Service Center 
The Korean Community Service Center of Greater Washington was established on September 9, 1973. Reverend 

Yong Chul Chung was selected as its first chairman. It opened its office in Washington, D.C. on November 18, 1974, 
and began to help Korean immigrants solve their problems. 

The center improved their services for the Korean community by employing professionals. Including social workers, 
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and by coordinating with private and public service organizations. In the first year it had an income of $726.63 and 
spent $587.41. The center has grown in the last 30 years and now has a yearly budget of over $620,000. 

The center has two offices, one in Virginia and the other in Maryland. The center has employees and many 
volunteers that serve Korean Americans in many ways. The center works hard to keep the Korean community 
at the level of mainstream American communities. It provides various information and consultation services for 
individuals, families and youth groups. It provides translation services for Korean Americans who have limited 
English skills. The main programs for the center are for health, social welfare services, programs for senior people, 
and programs for youth groups. The center has provided useful programs for Korean Americans. 

With financial aid from several county governments and other agencies, the center provides biannual physical 
exams for Korean Americans who do not have medical insurance. It provides useful information in newsletters, 
seminars for well-being, and holds workshops and health seminars for AIDS prevention in the Korean community. 
The center holds educational workshops on AIDS prevention for young boys and girls in conjunction with local 
schools and churches. 

The center's social welfare program includes referral services to government social welfare programs for mid and 
low income families. The center has bilingual professionals who assist Korean Americans with limited English 
skills with their applications for benefits from Social Security, and if necessary they go to the agencies or health 
organizations with the applicants. The center provides translation services for area Korean Americans with language 
problems or who need help dealing with welfare service organizations, government agencies, health organizations, 
schools, courts or area business organizations. 

The center provides low income families with information on how to buy affordable housing. One of the center's 
great accomplishments was to build the University Garden Apartments for senior citizens. The center, with assistance 
from Fairfax County, holds seminars twice a year in Korean for first-time Korean American home owners. 

The center has programs for seniors and youth in the Korean community. It receives grants from Fairfax County and 
Montgomery County with which it provides classes for English, computer skills, and for the U.S. Citizenship Test. 
The programs for youth help prevent domestic violence and promote closer relationships between family members. 
In addition, these programs instruct youth in how to treat each other appropriately and how to live meaningful lives. 
The programs also help youth avoid conflicts that often result from a clash of different generations. It has summer 
schools for the young that provide good education at a low cost. The schools have English, Korean, Math, Art, 

Cooking and other classes. 

The center offers counseling on alcoholism, seminars on drug abuse, support to quit smoking or to not start smoking, 
seminars to increase awareness of the danger of drinking and driving, seminars to prevent domestic violence, and 
volunteer services for the Korean community. 

The center is registered as a charity organization (CFC code: 8136) and is financed through individual and church 
donations, and contributions from the United Way. 

The past chairmen of the trustees are: 
< 1st Yong Chul Chung 

mssend Ed B. Chung 
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5th 
6th 

Walter K. Park 
Dong Jick Han 



3rd 

4th 

Theodore U.C. Kim 

EilcSooNam 

The past executive directors are: 

7th 

8th 

1st Tae Kyung Han (September 1973-August 1979) 

2nd Young Min Lee (September 1979-September 1982) 

3rd Sam Yeol Kim (October 1982-June 1983) 
4th Kyung Soo Choi (July 1983-September 2002) 

5th Esther Park (October 2002-current) 

Ki Young Kim 
Chong 0. Gill (2008-current) 

Korean American Family Counseling Center (formerly Korean Family Counseling and Research Center) 

The Korean Family Counseling and Research Center was conceived by its twenty six founding members in 1974 

to assist the Korean Family Counseling Center in Seoul, which had been established by attorney Tae Young Lee in 

1956. The population of Korean Americans in the area grew while the center was financially assisting the center in 

Seoul. To help with domestic problems of area Korean families, the Korean Family Counseling and Research Center 

was opened in 1985. It registered as a non-profit organization with the U.S. government and changed the name of 

organization to the Korean American Family Counseling Center. 

The center provides programs in domestic violence prevention, individual, couple and family counseling, anger 

management classes, mentoring, parenting, education and youth seminars, and services for the elderly. 

Former chairpersons are: 

1st Soon Young Lee 7th Insook Chung 

2nd He Won Baek 8th Ok Hyung Kang 

3rd Do Sil Song 9th Eunok Cho Benesch 

4th Kyung Jin Baek 10th HeSookKang 

5th Young Sook Lee 11th Ok Young Park 

Former executive directors are: 

1st SookJaBang 4th Se Hwa Yoon 

2nd Won Jeong Im 5th Eunok Cho Benesch 

3rd HanOkKim 

All the trustees of the center are women but the support groups, formed in 2000, are all men. 

The past chairmen of support groups are: 

1st Kyu Sup Chung 2nd Seung Ho Hahm 

Washington Coalition for Comfort Women Issues, Inc. 
The Korean Christian Women's Association of Washington invited Keum Joo Hwang, a comfort woman, to give 

testimony in November 1992. Following her visit, a committee to deal with the issue of comfort women was 

formed in December 1992. The purpose of the committee was to bring to light the inhumane policy imposed during 

Japan's imperial invasions in Asia and to prevent similar crimes in the international community. The goals included 

recognition of the crimes committed by Japan and compensation from the Japanese government for the victims. By 

receiving acknowledgement, the victims' human rights can be restored. The founding members for the Washington 
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Coalition for Comfort Women Issues, Inc. were Dong Woo Lee, Moon Hyung Lee, Soon Im Kang, Jong Yeon Lee, 
Seung Kil Yang and about 30 others. The following chronological records were provided by Moon Hyung Lee, who 
has been working as vice president for the coalition. 

March 1, 1993: Sponsored a street demonstration for 'Peace and Right' in front of the Japanese Embassy 
to commemorate the March 1 Independence Movement. 

April 1994: Delivered a letter signed by 8,000 supporters to the Japanese Embassy appealing for an 
apology and compensation from the Japanese government for the comfort women. 

September 1994: Sent a letter to newly elected Japanese Prime MinisterHosogawa through the 
Japanese Embassy, demanding a resolution to the issue of comfort women. 

October 1, 1994: Placed an advertisement in the Washington Post stating the position of the coalition. 
February & March 1994: Held a forum, symposium and open discussion on the subject several times to 

attract international attention. They were also held in February and July 1993. 
June 13, 1994: 

August 30, 1994: 

November 1994: 

November 22, 1994: 

September 1995: 

Sep. 30-Oct. 3, 1996: 

October 3, 1996: 

December 3, 1996: 

July 1997: 

1999: 

October 1999: 

Held a demonstration at Lafayette Park in Washington, D.C. to denounce Japanese war 
crimes. Reverend Young Jin Cho and Moon Hyung Lee read the resolution statements 
and about 400 demonstrators, including some Chinese and Filipinos, marched in the street. 
Japanese Prime Minister Murayama released a statement that Japan could not 
compensate individual comfort woman. 
The International Commission of Justice decided that the comfort women 
had been cheated and forced to entertain Japanese soldiers. 
The International Legal Council announced that each of the comfort women should 
receive $40,000 immediately and that additional payments should be made in the future. 
The coalition began obtaining signatures against Japan's position as a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council. 
Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy presented a special report on comfort women to 
the UN Human Rights Committee, as an example of violence against women. 
Held an international symposium at Georgetown University. Scholars, historians 
and writers participated in the symposium sponsored by Georgetown University, 
Korea Society and the coalition. 
Members of the coalition and Yoon Shim Kim, a comfort woman who came for the symposium, 
visited the office of the Assistant Secretary for Human Rights in the State Department. 
The U.S. Justice Department listed sixteen individuals involved with the '731 Unit' as 
individuals to be watched, and banned their entry into the U.S. Eli Rosenbaum, 
the director of the special crime investigation bureau of the Justice Department, indicated 
that similar action was taken against Nazis after the Holtzman amendment in 1979, 
but this was the first time such steps were taken against non-Europeans. The action was 
taken to remember the victims of bacteriological warfare by the 731 Unit and the pain 
of the comfort women, and to prevent a repetition of either incident. 
Congressman William Lipinski and fifty two other congressmen introduced a bill 
demanding that the Japanese government apologize for their war crimes during 
World War II and provide compensation to all victims. (H. Con. Res. 126). 
Held the Photo Exhibit on Comfort Women at the Cannon Bldg. of the U.S. Congress. 
The same exhibit was held at the Free Library of Philadelphia from March to May. 
Held a night of prayer and testimony for Yoon Shim Kim at the Global Mission Church 
of Greater Washington in Virginia. 
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November 1999: 

June 2000: 
September 17, 2000: 

September 18, 2000: 

September 20, 2000: 

June 2001: 

July 23, 2001: 

July 27, 2001: 

August 2001: 

May 2002: 

December 2002: 
June 2003: 

June 2004: 

A night of prayer and testimony was held for Yoon Shim Kim at the Korean 
American Church of Philippi in Maryland. 
Congressman Lane Evans introduced a bill similar H. Con. Res. 126 (H. Con. Res. 357) 
A symposium was held on the issue of comfort women at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum with testimony from Sang Hee Kim, a comfort woman. The symposium and 
testimony were broadcast live across the nation by National Public Radio. 
A book signing party was held at Chapter Library Book Store for the coalition 
publication of the book, 'Comfort Women Speak'. 
Fifteen former comfort women from Korea, China and Philippines filed a suit against 
the Japanese government with the District Court of Washington D.C. 
Held the 2000 award ceremony for human rights at the Rayburn Building. The award 
winners were selected from the Korean, Chinese, Filipino and Polish women who had 
been victims of human rights abuse. This ceremony was sponsored by International Legal 
Council, Georgetown University, the Korea Times, and the Research Center for Korean Issues. 
At a general meeting, Professor Ok Cha Soh was elected as the president of the coalition. 
Kyung Rim Shin remained as chairman of the trustees and Moon Hyung Lee remained as 
vice president. Other vice presidents are Soon Mi Yoo and Professor Chris Simpson. 
A demonstration was held to protest the denial of the law suit on comfort women by the 
DC District Court. The demonstration was held jointly by the Korean American Youth 
Group, the Coalition, the Asian Pacific Women Rights Group and other groups. 
U.S. Congressman Lane Evans held a news conference in the Cannon Building. 
Congressman Evans and twenty other Congressmen had introduced a bill demanding the 
Japanese government apologize and offer compensation to comfort women. Korean 
victim Soon Deok Kim was present at the conference with Monk Neung Kwang. 
Most of the members of the Coalition attended the meeting to review the lawsuit 
for comfort women at the District Court of Washington D.C. 
A symposium to discuss the history of Japan was held in Pyung Yang, North Korean 
and Dong Woo Lee, past president of coalition, Doo Chan Hahm and Peter H. Shin, 
members of coalition, attended the symposium. 
Appealed Judge Kennedy's denial of the suit for comfort women. 
Congressmen Lane Evans, Michael Honda and Kaptur introduced a bill demanding the 
Japanese government apologize to and compensate the comfort women. (H. Con. Res. 226) 
The U.S Supreme Court nullified the denial of the suit and returned it to 
District Circuit Court for handling. 

Korean Veterans Association in Washington 
The Korean Veterans Association in Eastern America was established in March 1997 as a fellowship organization 

in the Washington area. The association submitted a proposal to become the Washington branch of the Korean 
Veterans Association in Korea. The U.S Veterans Association and other related agencies are based here and it is 
ideal to have a branch here to facilitate the exchange of information and to coordinate with American agencies. The 
Korean Veterans Association in Korea approved the proposal at the general meeting, and on March 24, 2001, the 
Korean Veterans Association in Washington proclaimed the establishment and had the inaugural meeting of the new 
veterans' association. Hong Ki Kim was elected as the first president of the association, and re-elected at the end of 
his term. The association has an office provided by Fairfax County that it has used for free since July 2001. 
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Sang Hoon Lee, president of Korean Veterans Association in Korea, visited the area from July 24 to July 28, 2001 , 

at which time the following events were held to improve the relationship between Korean and American veterans 

associations and reduce the anti-Korean sentiments that were growing in the U.S. 

1) A dinner party for the Korean War veterans at Woo Lae Oak restaurant on July 25. 

Six four star generals, 20 other generals, and 100 veterans attended the party. 

2) A luncheon for former commanding officers of the United Nations forces and the U.S. 8th Army Corps. 

Twenty generals attended at Woo Lae Oak restaurant on July 26. 

3) A dinner party and meeting with American Legion President Smith and his staff at the Hilton Hotel on July 24. 

4) A meeting with the assistant secretary of the State Department. 

5) A speech delivered at the general meeting of the Korean War Veterans Association. 

Retired Admiral Jong Ho Kim, President of the Naval Veterans of the Korean Veterans Association in Korea and 

former Chief ofNaval Operations, visited the Washington area to attend the commemoration ceremony of the Korean 

War Armistice of July 25, 2003. While in Washington, Admiral Kim visited Col. William Wood, a participant in 

the battle ofNakdong River in the Korean War and the father of Major General John Wood of the U.S. Army 2nd 

Division Commander in Korea, and awarded him an Apostle of Peace medal. 

From April 16 to April 19, 2003, the association assisted the African American Veterans of the Korean War in 

preparing for and conducting their meeting. The association searched for veterans who fought in the Korean War and 

presented awards to them. The association, with assistance from the Korean American Association of the State of 

Maryland, held a Korean-style luncheon for the African Americans who attended the event on April 17, 2003. This 

helped to resolve the disputes between Korean Americans and African Americans. 

When President Moo Hyun Noh visited for a summit with the U.S. President on May 13, 2003, the Association 

participated in the welcoming event. The Association also held a parade when President Noh placed flowers at the 

Korean War Memorial. 

The association accompanied Joo Seop Ahn, Director of the National Veterans Office in Korea, when he visited the 

Veterans Hospital to comfort Korean War veterans and present a super size TV to the hospital. During Ahn's stay in 

the area, the association also invited 120 Korean War veterans to a dinner party held at Quality Hotel in Alexandria. 

The association presented a wrist watch sent by President Noh to each veteran who attended the event. 

About 70 members of the association participated in a parade welcoming Kwang Woong Yoon, Defense Minister 

of Korea, who was here to attend the 32nd security meeting with the U.S. Defense Department from October 19 to 

October 23, 2004. Yoon placed flowers at the Korean War Memorial and on October 21, 2004, a reception attended 

by many of members of the association was given by Defense Secretary Rumsfeld at the Pentagon to reaffirm the 

friendship between two countries. 

Korean War Veterans Association of Washington 
Because Washington D.C. is the political and military capital of the U.S. it is natural that many Korean War 

veterans live in the area and that some of them are high ranking officers. On October 13, 1991, the Korean War 

Veterans Association of Washington was established by Korean veterans of the Korean War to promote a closer 

relationship between the U.N. and the Korean Embassy. Since its establishment, the association has been involved 

in important events such as the opening of the Korean War Memorial in June 1995, attended by President Young 

Sam Kim and President Bill Clinton, and the presentation of flowers, by President Moo Hyun Noh on May 13 and 
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other officials such as Defense Minister Kwang Woong Yoon and Director of Veterans Office Joo Seop Ahn. On 

June 25 of each year the association invites Korean and American veterans of the Korean War to thank them for their 

contributions to a prosperous Korea and to world peace. The association continues to promote friendship between 

the two countries. 

The association participates in the ceremonies held each year at Arlington Cemetery on Armistice Day, July 27, and 

Veteran's Day, November 11, to maintain the relationship with the American Veterans Association. The association, 

aware of North Korea's nuclear weapons program, participated in demonstrations against nuclear development 

in North Korea, North Korean President Jung 11 Kim, Pro-North Korea policies and for the abolition of Nation 

Protection Law. 

On June 23, 2004, the association became an official corporation as the Washington branch of the Korean Veterans 

Association in Korea, and celebrated its 13th anniversary on October 9, 2004. It has new goals for upgrading honor, 

friendship among veterans, projects to commemorate the Korean War, assisting in national security, and improving 

the relationship between Korean and American veterans associations. It supports the new bill to recognize veterans 

who fought in the Korean War as veterans of merit in Korea. Twenty members visit Korea each year at the invitation 

of the Korean government. 

Since the founding of the association, the following individuals have received awards from the Korean government 

at the recommendation of the Association: 

Yoon Taek Kim, In Hwa Park, Hee Seon Byun, Sang Keun Kim, Sang Seop Shin, Sang Cheol Moon, Hyun Ho 

Shin, Young Cheol Park, Hong Ki Kim, Dae Yeol Khim, Jay W. Khim, Heung Taek Moon, and Seung Joo Yeo. 

The Association has jurisdiction inl 3 states that are governed by the Washington Consulate Office and it has about 

300 members. The number is expected to grow to about 500 if every Korean War veteran who lives in these 13 states 

joins the association. 

The past presidents of the association are: 

1st Yoon TaekKim 8th Sang Cheol Moon 

2nd In Hwa Park 9th Yoon TaekKim 

3rd Hee Seon Byun 10th Hyun Ho Shin 

4th Sang Keun Kim 11th Young Cheol Park 

5th Sang Seop Shin 12th Young Cheol Park 

6th Hee Joo Park 13th Paul Byonghee Lee 

7th Chang Soo Kim 14th Paul Byonghee Lee 

Korean Vietnam War Veterans Association in USA, Inc. 
The Korean Vietnam War Veterans Association was established on August 30, 2003. The members of the 

Association are those who served in the Vietnam War from July 18, 1964 through March 23, 1973, while enlisted 

in Korea's military services. Their family members can also join the Association. Approximately 100 individuals 

currently belong to the association as active members. Members believe that the sacrifices made by young soldiers 

in the Vietnam War laid the foundation for development that led to the economic power of Korea. They remember 

their comrades who were killed in action in Vietnam and promote friendship among veterans and their families and 
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with the Korean Vietnam War veterans inKorea. 

The association renders assistance to the needy in the Washington-area Korean community and in Korea. The 

members had their first tour of Vietnam from April 22 to April 29, 2004, and in October 2004 the association held 

an exhibit of photos from the trip. Chong Man Chong, President of the association, stated that the exhibit was 

held to show the Vietnam War to create better understanding of the history and of nationalism. The association 

sponsored a golf tournament in August 2005 and donated all profits to the Korean Community Center building fund. 

In December 2005 it made another contribution to the building fund. The association held a New Year's Eve party 

at the end of December 2005. 

Washington Korean R.O.T.C. 
The Washington Korean R.O.T.C. was established with about 30 members in 1998. The members live in the 

Washington, Baltimore and Richmond areas and currently number about 150. They have picnics in the spring and 

in the fall of every year, and hold a general meeting in the summer in different cities in North America, including 

Canada. The generalmeeting is usually attended by about 50 members from Korea. They conduct a Fall Foliage 

tour each year and have a New Year's Eve party in the winter. There are also events for second generation Korean 

immigrants to stay in touch with their Korean identity. 

· The Washington Korean R.O.T.C. hosted the general meeting in 2002 and about 350 members from across the 

nation attended. The members are proud of their contributions toward the security and economic growth of Korea. 

They are role models in the Korean community. 

The past presidents of the group are: 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Kyung Jin Kim (1st Year Graduate) 

Poong 11 Kim ( 4th Year Graduate) 

Poong 11 Kim ( 4th Year Graduate) 

Jong Gi Baek (5th Year Graduate) 

Korean American Veterans for Korean Democracy 

5th 

6th 

7th 

Hae Won Lee (12th Year Graduate) 

Hae Won Lee (12th Year Graduate) 

Dennis Youngdae Bae (7th Year Graduate) 

When Korea instituted the Yushin system, a revitalization reform of the early 1970s, many labeled the Korean 

government as dictatorial. The Korean American Veterans for Korean Democracy was formed in New York City in 

197 4 by retired generals and .officers from the Korean military, some of whom graduated from the Korean Military 

Academy. The group formed in support of the restoration of democracy in Korea. The group's first commander

in-chiefwas Seok Nam Choi, a second year graduate from the Korean Military Academy. He was a retired brigadier 

general and the former commanding officer of communication systems in the Korean Army. He was also a classmate 

of President Chung Hee Park at the Korean Military Academy: The vice commanding officer-in-chief was Seok 

Yoon Chang, an 11th year graduate from the Korean Military Academy. He was a retired full colonel in the Korean 

Army and a classmate of President Doo Hwan Chun. Sae Kon Koh, a retired Major, was the staff officer and a 15th 

year graduate from the Korean Military Academy. Although this group may not be regarded as a Washington area 

group, its activities were performed mainly in this area under the leadership of Koh. The group is included in this 

history because Koh is an old timer in the area and many members of this group reside here. 

The group worked against the Yushin system enforced by President Park. The group demonstrated to save Jae Kyu 

Kim arid Colonel Heung Joo Park, an 18th year graduate from the Korean Military Academy. Colonel Park was the 
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secretary of Jae Kyu Kim, who killed President Park Kim was chief of the Korean CIA. The group demonstrated 

against the May 18Kwangju killings of civilians and was involved in various movements to restore democracy in 

Korea throughout the Chung Hee Park and Doo Hwan Chun governments. Koh recalls that the group was different 

from other groups and had a leading role in the movement to save Jae Kyu Kim. It held a lecture session for Deok 
Shin Choi, who exiled himself from Korean military government, and makes ongoing efforts to maintain democracy 

in Korea. 

Korean American Trade Association 
The Korean American Trade Association was established in 1997 and has about 100 business owners as members. 

The events and projects for the association are: 

1. Holding seminars on trading and banking with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

(Key note speaker: Secretary of Commerce) 

2. Holding and participating in various import and export conferences 

3. Providing information and training about the trade business to new members 

4. Attending the annual meeting held by the Trade Association of Koreans Overseas 
5. Attending the Trade Conference sponsored by the Trade Association of Koreans 

6. Overseas and North Korean Chamber of Commerce held in Pyung Yang, North Korea. 

Choong Yeol Oh, former president of the association, and nine trade businessmen in the area attended theTrade 

Conference held in North Korea from October 21 to October 25, 2004. They met the North Korean Minister and 

Deputy Minister of Trade and were briefed on the progress of the Kae Sung Industrial Complex and the status of 

economic relations between South and North Korea. They also met the first vice chairman of the Trade Association 

of Koreans Overseas. Oh indicated that the businessmen who visited North Korea with him emphasized the safe 

investments in the U.S. 

Through the conference the Trade Association of Koreans Overseas and the North Korean Trade Commission 

agreed: 

1. thatKoreans overseas are allowed to establish banks in North Korea 
2. that Koreans overseas are allowed to open factories in North Korea 

3. to favorable taxes for Koreans overseas for their business in North Korea 

All of the above agreements depend on . the negotiations regarding nuclear development in North Korea .. The 

association provides trade classes for 2nd and 3rd generation Korean Americans for one week each year with 

assistance from the Korean Industrial Resources Ministry. 

The past presidents of the association are: 

1st 

2nd 

EuiKeunKim 
Choong Yeol Oh 

3rd Jong Ho Park 

4th 

5th 

PoongllKim 

OkTaeKim 

Korean American Grocer's Association of Washington 
The Korean American Grocer's Association ofWashington was established m October 1987 by founding members 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 263 



Dong Seok Suh, Ki Ok Kim, Hark Jae Yun, James Chu Yim and Sekwon Kenneth Chong. The purpose of the association 

was to maintain friendly relationships among the approximately 1,200 members who had grocery businesses. It 

wanted to improve relationships with area society and exchange information with the D.C. government. 

In the beginning, the association focused on fellowship and had New Year's Eve parties. James Chu Yim, third 

president of the association, started a scholarship program for African American students as part of an initiative to 

improve relations with the area community. The scholarship program is still in operation. The association publishes 

an informational newsletter for the members several times each year and sponsors a golf tournament to promote 

closer relations with wholesale businessmen. It also held several Food Shows to help the members improve their 

business skills. 

The association has held summer block parties with assistance from the Coca Cola Company to maintain a close 

relationship with area residents. It has programs that donate thousands of turkeys to the poor in D.C. and food worth 

several tens of thousands of dollars to The Food Bank with assistance from wholesale business owners. It provides 

regular seminars to instruct individuals who operate restaurants on food handling safety. 

At the end of each year the association holds seminars with support from the D.C. police on how to avoid becoming 

a robbery victim. Korean grocers were killed by armed robbers every year before the association was founded. 

In 1993 and 1994 7-8 Korean Americans were victimized, frustrating and saddening the Korean community. It 

coordinated with the Korean American Association in the Washington Area to create a safety committee (Chairman: 

Peter H. Shin) and worked with the D.C. police to prevent violent crimes. It joined with other minorities to lead a 

demonstration for peace. 

The association is operated as a branch of the National Korean American Grocer's Association, which has twenty 

branch associations. It coordinates with its sister associations, Baltimore KAGRO and Richmond KAGRO. 

Past presidents of the association are: 

1st KiOkKim 7th Suk Yeung Kong 

2nd Hark Jae Yun 8th Moo Pyong Ahn 

3rd James Chu Yim 9th James Chu Yim 

4th Ho Kwan Kang 10th Man Chul Park 

6th Young 11 Chun 11th Chin Sop Hong 

Washington Korean Tae Kwon Do College 
Won Kook Lee, the founder of Chung Do Kwan, Grand Master Ki Hwang Kim, Grand Master Soo Young Cha, 

who was an athletics professor at George Washington University, Joon Rhee, who is known as the grandfather ofTae 

Kwon Do, and Professor Dong Ja Yang, who served as the chairman of American Tae Kwon Do Association and Pan 
American Tae Kwon Do Association are among the many Tae Kwon Do experts who came to this area to settle. 

The group selected Tae Kwon Do athletes and sent them to championships at the Korean American Athletic 

Conference starting in 1983 when the second conference was held. For the first conference Master Seong Hyun 

Hong selected Tae Kwon Do athletes at the request of the Korean American Association in the Washington Area to 

take with him to the championships because there was no Tae Kwon Do or athletic association in the area then. 
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For the 3rd and 4th conferences, Master Byung Woon Kim led the Tae Kwon Do team in the championship games. 

When the Washington Korean American Amateur Sports Association was established in 1989, Master Byung Woon 

Kim was appointed leader and he took the team to the 5th conference, held in Philadelphia. In 1993 the group 

appointed Master Won Ki Hong as President and the selected Tae Kwon Do athletes practiced together for the 

conference. The 7th conference was held in Chicago and Master Hwan Seong Yoo led the Tae Kwon Do team there. 

Five athletes competed in the championship game and the team received two silver medals and 1 bronze medal. 

The conference was held in Washington D.C. in 1995. Young Keun Chun, President of the group, appointed Jeon 

Saeng Yoo as team leader, Kwang Soo Han as director and Cheol Hwoi Kim as coach for the twenty Tae Kwon Do 

athletes chosen to participate in the championship game. The team earned 11 gold medals, 5 silver medals and 2 

bronze medals and took first place. In 1996 Master Cha Seok Park became chairman of the Pan American Tae Kwon 

Do Association. In 2001 the conference was held in Huston and the team leader was Master Kwang Soo Han. In 
Taek Shim was director and Master Kwang Won Woo was team coach. Doo Ho Kim, Chris Joo, Woo Hwoi Lee, 

Luda Lee, Janet Wang, Young Ok Kim and Sand Kim received 7 gold medals and the team won 5 silver medals and 

2 bronze medals. The team took second place. 

More and more Tae Kwon Do Masters were coming to live in the Washington area and on January 18, 2003, 

the Washington Korean Tae Kwon Do College was formally established at a gathering at Sol Ark Restaurant 

in Annandale, VA. At the inaugural meeting Kwang Soo Han was elected as the temporary president with the 

responsibility of implementing the constitution as the head of the group. Andy Oh, Jeong Bin Lee, Ki Byung Kim, 

Christopher Salvran, Young Ok Kim and others participated in the championship game at the 12th conference, held 

in Dallas. The team won 5 gold medals and 4 silver medals. 

On June 5, 2005, the group held a general meeting where a new constitution was passed and Kwang Soo Han was 

elected as the first president. 

Korean Tae Kwon Do Masters Union of Washington 
In 1991 founding members Woon Se Lee, Bok Seong Choi, Jung II Kim, Byung Woon Kim and Jong Cheol Chang 

were preparing the constitution and by-laws to form a union, and Grand Master Young II Lee joined them. Lee had 

immigrated to the U.S. long before and taught Tae Kwon Do in addition to serving as the executive director and 

referee for the United States Tae Kwon Do Union. They established the Korean Tae Kwon Do Masters Union of 

Washington. In 1992 the union and Tae Kwon Do Friendly Union agreed to unite but they didn't finally merge as the 

Korean Tae Kwon Do Masters Union until 1995. 

The past presidents of the union before the merger: 

1st Young II Lee (1991-1992) 

The past presidents of the union after the merger: 

1 
2 
3 
4 

Hyun Gon Lee (1995-1996) 

Young Keun Chun (1996-1997) 

Woon Se Lee (1997-1999) 

Bok Seong Choi (1999-2001) 

2nd 

5 
6 

7 

Woon Se Lee (1992-1995) 

Byung Woon Kim (2001-2005) 

Woon Se Lee (2003-2005) 

Woon Se Lee (2005- ) 
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Status of Korean Veterinarians in the Washington Area 
A veterinary college opened at Seoul National University around the time ofKorea's liberation from Japan in 1945. 

The school brought Western medicine to Korea to prevent an epidemic and to develop good practices of raising stock. 

From 1954 through 1962 many Koreans received Ph.D.s from the Veterinary College ofMinnesota State University 

and they became professors to teach veterinary medicine. As a result, many students became veterinarians and many 

of them came to the United States. Some of them teach at veterinary colleges and others work at research firms or 

pharmaceutical companies. Many of them are in private practice. They treat mainly dogs and cats and are members 

of American society. 

The Korean American Veterinarians Association in the U.S. was founded by Dr. 11 Hwa Lee (deceased) in 

Washington, D.C. in 1972. The association still operates to maintain friendship among members and for the 

exchange of information. The office of the association was relocated to Los Angeles, California where many Korean 

American veterinarians reside. Dr. Lee graduated from the Veterinary College of Seoul National University in 1963. 

He came to the U.S. as a Fulbright scholar and studied at an American veterinary college. He obtained a veterinary 

license in the U.S. and was the first Korean American to do so. He served as the deputy administrator at Georgetown 

Veterinary Hospital in Washington, D.C. 

Currently Dr. Jeong Sik Yoo practices as a veterinarian in Washington, D.C. and Dr, Eui Saeng Han practices in 

Alexandria, Virginia. Dr. Wesley Keh Ho Hong and Dr. Chan Do Park practice in Woodbridge, Virginia. Former 

President Bush and Former Vice President Dan Quail were customers of Dr. Yoo. Former President Ford chose Dr. 

Hahn as his veterinarian and visited Dr. Hahn's office regularly. Dr. Hahn became friends with former President Ford 

and maintained a close relationship. Dr. Hahn treats the pets that belong to General Wickham; former U.N. Forces 

Commander stationed in Korea, . General Sennewald, Lee Hamilton, former House of Representative, and other 

VIPs. He plays the role of a Korean diplomat. 

Dr. Hahn stated, "Across the United States many second generation Korean Americans graduated from veterinary 

colleges. They work at government agencies like the FDA or NIH. Some of them work for bio-tech companies and 

teach at the colleges. Some of them practice as veterinarians - a respectable occupation. In the future, more Korean 

Americans will become veterinarians and they will be an example of Korean American diligence as professionals. I 

believe they will contribute to America as our second motherland." 

Washington Korean Popular Music Lovers Association 
The Washington Korean Popular Music Lovers Association was established by In Seok Yang with founding 

members Eun Young Hong, Goon Ja Park, Chang Soon Kim and Jeong Min Lee in October 1996. The purposes 

pf the association were to promote Korean popular music in the area, to provide music for events held by Korean 

groups, and to present entertainment to senior Koreans. In Seok Yang, director of Washington Korean Popular Song 

Institute, and those who love the popular music got together to achieve these goals with the establishment of the 

association. 

The association holds singing festivals, the first ofwhich was held on March 2, 1997. The second festival was held 

on January 24, 1999 and the third was held on June 11, 2000. In Seok Yang played the instruments and members sang 

songs at the festivals and at various Korean American events. The association also participated in concerts by singers 

from Korea. It sponsored fund raising activities for building an office for the Senior Korean American Association 

and performed concerts for the elderly who live in government assisted apartments. It performed concerts at three 

apartments in Virginia and two apartments in Maryland where more than 70 Korean American seniors lived. As of 
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2004 it has performed about 30 such concerts. The group participates in the New Year's parties given for the elderly. 

It visits the Baltimore Senior Center and the Howard County Senior Group, too. 

The association members participated in the House Wives' singing contests at KBS TV and four of them became 

singing stars. In Suck Yang has taught music to seniors at the Korean American Association of State of Maryland 

since August 2003. A total of 160 students have been registered to learn music and there is no fee. 

Helen Shin and In Suck Yang have stated that the association shall continue the efforts to maintain Korean culture 

and identity through Korean music. The past presidents of the association are: 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Eun Young Hong (1996-1997) 

Goon Ja Park (1998) 

In Suck Yang (1999) 

Helen Shin (2000) 

FRIENDLY ASSOCIATIONS 

5th 

6th 

7th 

Helen Shin (2001-2002) 

Helen Shin (2003-2004) 

In Suck Yang (2005-) 

Kang Won Friendly Association of Greater Washington 
This association was organized at Bell Heaven Park in June 1989 for Korean Americans in the area who came from 

Kang Won province in Korea, to promote friendship and offer mutual help. Min Seop Lee donated the association 

flag. Kyeu Hoon Park was elected as the first president of the association. 

The past presidents of the association are: 

1st Kyeu Hoon Park 10-11 th Chan Soo Kim 

2nd DooJinHong 12th Poong 11 Kim 

3rd Sang Yeol Yoo 13th Tae Yeon Cho 
4-5th Hee Man Park 14-15th Jae Kyun Shim 

6th Hark Jae Yun 16th Yong Hwan Chun 

7th Myung Seong Kim 17th 11 Soon Chung 

8-9th UngSikWon 

On behalf of the association, Yong Hwan Chun, the 16th president of the association, sent aid to Won Choo and 

Yang Yang to help natural disaster victims and also donated funds directly to young family heads. 11 Soon Chung 

unanimously became the 17th president at a general meeting in October 2005. He promised to research and develop 

welfare programs for members and to organize a program of tours to Korea for senior members in coordination with 

the Kang Won provincial office. In October 2005 the association sponsored special sales of Kang Won agricultural 

products at Grand Mart store. The sales program was prepared by Yong Hwan Chun and others. 

Young Nam Friendly Association of Greater Washington 
On November 8, 1975, founding members Joon Young Chung, Tae Keun Kim, Ok Hwan Im, Sam Lae Cho, Yong 

Joon Park, In Mo Chung, Jong Tae Kim, Won Cheol Lee, Cha Seo Park, Young Cheol Park, Tae Han Kim, Kyung Sik 

Lee, Sekwon Kenneth Chong, Jang Ho Kim, Sang Bok Lee, Young Goo Kwon; and Sang Hak Kim had the inaugural 

meeting to establish Young Nam Friendly Association of Greater Washington and elected Joon Young Chung as the 
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first president. The association is the oldest association of its kind. It promotes helping each other and has a party for 

members and their guests on January 15 according to the lunar calendar. It has a general meeting and picnic around 

August 15 according to the lunar calendar. 

When In Uk Kim was the 30th president, the association received a request from the governor of Kyung Nam 

Province to invest in the province. The association decided to comply and collected $20,000, sending $10,000 each 

through Kyung Nam and Kyung Buk provincial offices to assist poor hometown people. Kim was the chairperson 

to welcome Keun Heh Park, chairwoman of Han Nara Party when she visited Washington in 2005. The reception 

was held at the Double Tree Hotel in Falls Church and many Korean Americans came to listen to Park's speech. The 

past presidents of the association are: 

1st Joon Young Chung 17th Chang Soo Kim 

2nd TaeKeunKim 18th Jong Ho Cho 

3rd TaeKeunKim 19th Kyung Ho Kang 

4th Cha Seo Park 20th Myung Kwan Kim 

5th In Mo Chung 21st YeonKiKim 

6th Young Goo Kwon 22nd Young Ja Chang 

7th JongTae Kim 23rd Tae Chang Woo 

8th Young Hae Suh 24th InUkKim 

9th SamLae Cho 25th Sang Dae Chung 

10th Soo Dong Sung 26th Eui Jae Lee 

11th Kwui TaeKim 27th Eui Jae Lee 

12th Eui Jae Lee 28th OkTaeKim 

13th Young Hwan Kwon 29th OkTaeKim 

14th Tae Soon Kwon 30th InUkKim 

15th Soo Dong Sung 31st EulKoo Park 

16th Jong Heon Cha 

Korean American Northern Federation of Washington 
On August 13, 1998, at Yi Jo Restaurant in Maryland, the Korean American Northern Federation of Washington 

was founded by the friendly associations of Pyung Nam, Pyung Buk, Ham Nam, Ham Buk, Hwang Hae, Kang 

Won and Kyung Gi. Parts of Kang Won and Kyung Gi belong to North Korea. The federation has the following 

operational purposes: 

1. Promote fellowship among friendly associations. 

2. Transmit love of native places and native cultures. 

3. Provide current affairs in North Korea and cultural programs. 

4. Assist refugees from North Korea. 

5. Improve relationships with the associations in Korea. 

6. Proclaim the peaceful and democratic unification of Korea. 

7. Participate in Korean community events. 

The association has a scholarship program that invites the participation of the younger generation. The association 

has plans to participate in athletic games in Korea and youth camps. The founding president is Jae Sook Kim. 
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The federation collected money to help the victims of the train explosions in Yong Chun, Pyung Buk, North Koreq on 

March 24, 2004. The presidents ofassociations, Hwang Hae (Jeong Hwui Park), Ham Kyung (Kyung Jun Son), Pyung 

Ahn (Paul Byonghee Lee) and Kang Won (Jae Hoon Shim) presented $1,500 to the Korea Times to send to the victims. 

The federation has a picnic for the members in September every year. The federation set 'North Korean Provinces 

People's Day' on September 12, 2004, and the governor of Maryland proclaimed the day as 'Unification Day'. There 

was a celebration and the Consul General of the Korean Embassy and the President of Korean American Association 

of Washington gave congratulatory remarks. They held a memorial service for their ancestors buried in North Korea. 

Prizes were presented to those who contributed to the federation by the association presidents in Korea. 

On the same day, September 12, 2004, the federation was recognized for its activities and accomplishments by 

presidents of 5 North Korean provincial associations and the federation in Korea. The federation in Korea has a 

program to invite North Korean natives overseas. The program began in 1995 and about 130 people have visited 

Korea and have had the opportunity to see the economic development and national security systems. 

From April 15 to April 17, 2004, leaders of a program that invites North Korean natives on overseas trips (group 

leader: Moo Young Oh, Governor of Ham Buk) visited Washington and had meetings with North Korean natives in 

the area. They were encouraged to improve the relationships between them in Korea and the U.S. On November 

30, 2004, the Ministry of Unification in the Korean government held a forum at Han Sung Oak Restaurant to provide 

information on the government's openness to North Korea and exchange programs with North Korea. Paul Byonghee 

Lee, the president of the federation, and Eung Tae Kim, the president of Advisory Council on Democratic Peaceful 

Unification, attended the forum together with North Korean provinces association presidents and officers of the 

association. The past presidents of the federation are: 

1st 

2nd 

Tae SeopKim 

Kwang Dong Oh 

Jeju Association of Greater Washington 

3rd 

4th 

Sang Jin Cho 

Paul Byonghee Lee 

The JejuAssociation of Greater Washington was founded on January 13, 1991. The purposes of foundation were 

to maintain the unique Jeju cultures and dialects and to introduce them to American culture, to help each other with 

the pride of natural beauty of Jeju, to have educational programs for the younger generations, to promote fellowship 

with others and to contribute to the economic growth of Korea, especially Jeju. The first president is Choong Yeol 

Oh and the chairman of the trustees is Seong Ho Kang. Advisors are Kyung Ok Kang, Han Sil Koh, Kyung Am 

Kim, Kyung Eop Kim, Doo Hyung Kim and Myung Woo Oh. Vice presidents are Soon Ki Kim and Eui Sook Kim. 

General Manager is Eui Han Kang. Auditors are Seong Cheol Chung and Hong Bae Kim. 

Choong Yeol Oh was reelected the second president and Oh had many activities in Washington and Jeju. Hong 

Bae Kim was elected as third president and again there were many events in Jeju. The officers and members of 

the association made good efforts for the economic development of Jeju. Kim became a committee member for 

the International Convention in Jeju and served well as a publicity ambassador. The advisors and trustees of the 

association wanted to switch the emphasis onto the events in the Washington area. On February 26, 2005, the 

association elected new officers and tried to invite new members to the association. It decided to have general 

meetings twice in a year and a picnic or fishing contest twice a year. It supports exchange students programs for Jeju 

students and other exchange programs such as sister relations, investments, trade, the exchange of arts and sciences, 

the exchange of cultures and the exchange of other useful information. 
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President Young-key Kim stated, 'The number of members is small because of the size of Jeju. However, members 

easily become close friends. Currently 16 member families formed a mutual-aid society and meet one a month or 

two to encourage each other. The society invites new members. The association members try to have fellowships 

with other association members. The members serve well to help the economic development of Jeju.' The officers 

elected on February 26, 2005 are: 

4th president: 

Chairman of the trustees: 

Advisors: 

Vice Presidents: 

Auditors: 

Ham Kyung Society in U.S. 

Young-key Kim 

Ho SeokLee 

Woong Joe Kang, Kyung Am Kim, Hong Bae Kim, 

Choong Yeol Oh, Seong Cheol Chung 

Yong Ik Huh, Kyung Soo Hong 

Yong Nam Kim, Hee Saeng Yang 

The Ham Kyung Society in U.S. was organized at a park in Baltimore in the inaugural meeting of June 1982 and 

Young Yeon Chunwas elected as the first president. It was originally established to have programs to meet North 

Korean family members and visit their home towns. From 1982 through 2005, about 100 members visited North 

Korea and met their family members in North Korea. Eight members visited their home towns in 2005 alone. 

The society mainly had programs to meet family members in North Korea. In 2001, there was a conflict between 

those who had family members in North Korea and those who did not have any family members there. Those who 

had family members there remained in the society and those who had no family members joined to the Korean 

American Northern Federation of Washington as members of the Ham Kyung Society of Washington. 

With assistance from the Korean American Association of America, the society has programs to find lost family 

members and to visit home towns. In 2005 the society helped three members find family members in North Korea. 

In the fall every year the society holds a festival. The term of president was one year in the beginning but it was 

changed to two years starting in 1991. The past presidents are: 

1st Young Yeon Chun 7th EuiKonKoh 

2nd Choong Heum Kim 8th Soon Bong Kim 

3rd Dong Geol Joo 9-14th Nam Hoon Joo 

4th Keun Taek Chun 15-16th In Jong Choi 

5th Song Chang 17th Nam Hoon Joo 

6th Kyu SeokLee 

Choong Chong Friendly Association of Greater Washington 
The Choong Chong Friendly Association of Greater Washington was founded on June 10, 1987. It promotes 

fellowship and helping each other. It has a program to give prizes to dutiful sons and daughters. In the summer it 

has a picnic for the members. The general meeting is held the first part of January according to the lunar calendar. 

The exchange programs with Choong Chong province in Korea have improved in quantity and quality as time has 

passed. Past presidents of the association are: 

1st 

2nd 

Paul Sunhak Kim 

Wan SooLee 
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11-12th Nam Joon Kim 



3rd Wan SooLee 13-14th Kyun Kyo Shin 
4th Jong Goo Kim 15th Eun Hee Park 
5th Jong Hwan Park 16-17th Sang Bae Lee 
6th Kwang Shin Pak 18-l 9th Mi Ho Chang 
7-8th Yong Woon Chun 

Pyoung An Association of Greater Washington 
The Pyong An Association of Greater Washington was established on April 5, 1995, by Korean American who 

came from Pyung An Nam and Buk Provinces. The association has three purposes: to love home towns, to enjoy 
fellowship and to promote the unification of the nation. They pay homage to their ancestors in their home town. They 
promote friendship. They maintain traditional cultures with the strength of tigers coming out from the forests. The 
association makes efforts to transmit culture and history. It invites younger members and has a scholarship program. 
It donated $300 for victims of the train explosions in Yong Chon, Pyung An Buk Province in March 2004. Since 
1995, about 40 members have visited Korea at the invitation of the Korean government and they had the chance to 
observe the activities of industry and the security systems of Korea. It has about 300 members and they maintain 
good life here and long for the .unification of Korea. Theter'm of the president is two years. 

The past presidents of the association are: 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 

Hwa Young Bae 
Eung SikKim 
ChangJeKim 

Ham Kyung ·Society of Washington 

4th 
5th 
6th 

Joon Sang Im 
Myung Hak Kim 
Paul Byonghee Lee 

In 1994 some members left the Ham Kyung Society in the U.S. and formed the Ham Kyung Society of Washington 
in 1996. The society promotes friendship and encourages members to stay connected to home towns in Korea. · The 
society. has festivals for those · who miss their home towns and promotes the second and third generation Korean 
immigrants to love their home towns in Ham Kyung province. The past presidents are: 

1st Young Yeon Chun 6th KyuSeokLee 
2nd Choong Heum Kim 7th Soon Bong Kim 
3rd Dong Geol Joo 8th Nam Hoon Joo 
4th Keun Taek Chun 9th Dong Geol Joo 
5th Song Chang 10th Kyung Jun Son 

Korean Ho Nam Fellowship of Washington 
The Korean Ho Nam Fellowship of Washington was organized on February 20, 1982. It observes the memorial 

day of the May 18 Kwangju democratic movement. Up until September 13, 1993, when the President Young Sam 
Kim officially recognized the true nature of the democratic movement of Kwangju, the democratic movement was 
instead referred to as the Kwangju rebellion. President Dae Jung Kim issued a special statement and made May 
18 a national holiday on May 9, 1997. Since 1997 the Korean American Association of Washington, the Korean 
American Association of Northern Virginia and the Korean American Association of the State of Maryland have 
joined with the Korean Ho Nam Fellowship of Washington to celebrate the May 18 Memorial Day. 
The past presidents of the association are: 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 271 



1st Yeon SooNah 13th Yoon Huh 

2nd Baek Seon Park 14-15th Kwang Ho Keh 

3rd Jong Soo Yoo 16th Richard Gaksoo Na 

4th Sang Don Nam 17th Jung Ki Un 

5th Dong Woo Noh 18th HyunGonLee 

6th SooHanLee 19th Young Keun Chun 

7th Kwang Ok Cho 20th Dae Hyun Ko 

8th Young Jin Kim 21st Dae Hyun Ko 

9th Moon Hyung Lee 22nd Dong Hee Lee 

10th Gap Cheol Lee, Myung Chul Kong 23rd Dong Hee Lee 

11th Saeng Kyu Park 24th Pil Sang Cho 

12th .Daniel Byung-Keun Choi 25th Jae Seop Kim 

Hwang Hae Do Association of Greater Washington 
In April 1992 a preparation meeting was held to establish the Hwang Hae Do Association of Greater Washington 

attended by the following individuals: Sang Keun Kim, 11 Wook Kim, Kyu Cheol Chung, Sang Hyung Kim, Man Ho 

Choi, Hong Do Nah, Byung Kyo Oh, Gook Hwa Kim, Tae Seop Kim, Young Hoon Kim, Hee Seon Byun, Kwang 

Dong Oh, Tae Ha Lee, Chongsik Tailor Lee, Woon Tae Yeo, Hong Won Lee, Bo Hwa Park, Jeong Hwui Park, Jae 

Sook Kim, Doo Ryun Kim, Sung Ho Kim, Myung Gi Min, Choon Hyung Cho, Sang Jin Cho, Chang Kyu Im, Soon 

Sik Hong, and others. On June 28, 1992, about 200 individuals attended the inaugural meeting at Bell Heaven Park 

in Virginia and the association was established. 

The association has a festival every March at which time they hold a general meeting. Usually about 200 members 

attend the festival and meeting. The association promotes fellowship and helping one another. It maintains close 

relationships with other associations and provides aid to victims of disasters occurring anywhere in the world. It 

promotes love of home towns to 1.5 and 2nd generation Korean immigrants and offers a scholarship program. When 

Tae Seop Kim was president in 2001, the association collected over $20,000 in scholarship funds and since 2002 it 

has provided a $1,000 scholarship to each of two students selected at the general meeting. In April 2005 President 

Jeong Hwui Park awarded prizes to those demonstrating dutiful relationships with their parents. 

Currently the number of members is about 400. The past presidents are: 

1st Sang Keun Kim (Jae Ryung) 6th Tae Seop Kim ( An Ark) 

2nd Kyu Hwa Kim (Jang Yun) 7th Kwang Dong Oh (Yun Baek) 

3rd Young Hoon Kim (Eun Yool) 8th Sang Jin Cho (Hae Joo) 

4th Jae Sook Kim (Hwang Joo) 9th Sang Jin Cho (Hae Joo) 

5th Hong Won Lee ( Jae Ryung) 
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- Chapter Six -

Korean Community in America 

1. The Korean Community in America - Various Fields 

If we regard the 1970s and 1980s as the decades when Korean American immigrants settled into their new lives in 

the United States, then the 1990s should be regarded as the decade of challenge and emergence into the mainstream 

of American society for Korean Americans. It is now the time for smart and diligent Korean Americans to move into 

important positions in American society. 

1) Political Arena, Administrative and Legislative 

As the Korean community in the Washington area has grown, so has the number of Korean American Presidential 

appointments grown. Korean Americans have a 100-year history of immigrant life here. They pursue financial 

stability and involvement in American politics. Those Korean Americans who have been appointed to U.S. 

government positions should be regarded as forerunners in the political arena. 

The Japanese American community produced Norman Mineta, who was Secretary of Transportation, and the 

Chinese American community produced Elaine Chao, who is currently serving as Secretary of Labor. Several 

positions at the deputy secretary level have come from the Korean American community. The followings Korean 

Americans are serving as government appointees as of 2004. 

Shin Ae Chun, Director of the Women's Bureau, U.S. Department of Labor 
Shinae Chun was appointed Director of the Women's Bureau at the beginning of the Bush administration in 2001. 

She is the first Korean American woman to hold a high ranking position at the assistant secretary level in the U.S. 

government. She is a first generation Korean immigrant and is President Bush's highest ranking Korean American 

woman appointee. 

Chun came from Masan, in Kyung Nam province. She completed her undergraduate degree at Ewha Women's 

University in Seoul and came to the U.S. in 1965. She and Dr. Kyung Cheol Chun wanted to get married in Korea 

but their parents opposed the marriage because they had the same last names and origins. They ran away from their 

parents to the United States and were married. With encouragement and support from her husband, Chun received 

her Master's degree in Education and Social Policy from Northwestern University. She then received a fellowship 

to Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government. 

Chun worked as a consultant at the Illinois Bilingual Education Center from 1976 to 1978. She was director of the 
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Education Center for refugees from 1978 to 1980 and then served as director of the Multi-Cultural Center from 1980 

to 1983. In 1984 she became bureau chief at the Illinois Department of Financial Institutions. In 1991 Governor 

James Edgar appointed her director of the Illinois Department of Labor and she held the position until 1999. 

Kyo Paul Jhin, Director of Peace Corps' Special Initiatives 
Kyo Paul Jhin also received his appointment from President George W. Bush. As Director of the Office of 

Planning, Policy and Analysis for the Peace Corps, a position he has held since 2002, Jhin is an assistant secretary in 

the U.S. government and holds the third highest position at the organization. The Peace Corps was founded in 1961 

to lead volunteer work by Americans in underdeveloped countries. 

Jhin is now Director of Peace Corps' Special Initiatives. In this capacity, he is the Peace Corps' liaison to the White 

House Initiative on Asian American and Pacific Islands, the Department of State's Inter-Agency Working Group, and 

the United Nations Secretary-General's Office. 

Jhin served as Executive Assistant to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from 1990 to 1993. He served as Assistant 

Superintendent for Educational Technology in the District of Columbia Public School system, and was elected as 

National Chairman oftheNationalAsianAmerican Republican Coalition in 2001. 

Jhin's achievements have been recognized at the national level and he has received numerous honors including 

being listed in, "Who's Who among Students in American Universities and Colleges" and, "Outstanding Young Men 

of America". He also received "Kukmin-Hunchang Dongpaik-Chang", the highest civilian award from the Korean 

government. 

Jhin came to the U.S. in 1955. He has earned five college degrees: an Associate's Degree in LiberalArts from Freed 

Hardeman University, a Bachelor's degree in Mathematics from David Lipscomb University, a Master's degree in 

Government and International Relations from New York University, a second Master's degree in Mathematics from 

Boston College, and aDoctorate in Mathematics Education fromAubum University. 

Young Woo Kang, Chief Advisor at National Advisory Group for the Disabled 
Young Woo Kang is a well- known blind educator. He is a professor at Northeastern Illinois University and 

chairman of the National Association for the Disabled in the Education Department. He was a candidate for Assistant 

Secretary for the Disabled in the Education Department but did not receive the appointment. President George W. 
Bush appointed him as chief advisor of the National Advisory Group for the Disabled. 

Kang is from Yang Pyung, Korea. He became blind as the result of an accident when he was a middle school student. 

He graduated from a school for blind and went on to graduate from Yon Sei University, majoring in Education. Kang 

came to the U.S. in 1972 where he received a Master's degree in Education and Psychology and a doctorate in 

Education from the University of Pittsburg. He became a professor at Northeastern Illinois University and in 1992 

founded the International Education Exchange Fund. Kang became popular by succeeding despite his disability. He 

was listed in the "Who's Who in the U.S." in 2000 and in "Who's Who in the World" in 2001. His biography, 'Light 

in my Heart', was published in seven languages. 

John Yoo, Assistant Secretary at the Justice Department 
Former Assistant Secretary John Yoo was a legal advisor on the relationship between the President and Congress, 

the military power of the President, and foreign relations under John Manning, the Under Secretary of Justice. Yoo 
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participated as a witness for the Republican Party in Florida's ballot recount in the 2000 Presidential election. Yoo 

graduated from Harvard University as a history major, and then received his law degree from Yale Law School in 

1992. He worked in the Federal Circuit Court as recording secretary under Judge Lorence Silverman and Federal 

Justice Clarence Thomas. After leaving his position with the government, he returned to the University of California, 

Buckley Law School, where he has taught constitutional law and international law since 1993. He is known as an 

expert in the fields of national security, international law, and international relations. 

Elected Officials 
As the history of Korean immigration lengthens, the number of Korean Americans who run for elected office also 

grows. Jay C. Kim, who was the mayor of Diamond Bar, California, was the first Korean American to be elected 

to the U.S. House of Representatives. 11 Ryong Moon, a 1.5 generation attorney, was elected to the Fairfax County 

Virginia Board of Education in Fairfax County, Vrrginia and is an active politician in the county. 

Assistants to U.S. House of Representatives 
The number of Korean Americans who work in U.S. Congressional offices is growing and currently numbers 

between ten and twenty. They do not meet on their own, but they do attend monthly social meetings with Pacific 

Asian assistants to the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Two Korean Americans, including Sally Kim, work as assistants in the office of Tom Davis, the Congressman from 

the Eleventh District of Northern Vrrginia. Deok Won Seo works as the fellowship assistant in the office of 19-term 

Congressman John Cornius of Michigan. There are also Korean American congressional assistants in the offices of 

Congressional representatives from New York and California. 

Consultants and Commissioners for Local Governments . 
As the number of Korean Americans has grown, state governments of Vrrginia and Maryland have frequently 

appointed some of them as Pacific Asian consultants. Former Virginia Governor Mark Warner appointed 16 Asian 

consultants in 2003, two of whom were Korean Americans Mark Kearn and Silvia Patten, the president of Korean 

American Women's Fund. Young Jin Lee, an OMD with an office in Annandale, Virginia, was appointed in 2002 to 

the Committee for Acupuncture in Virginia. Eun Yi Kim serves as an advisor to Maryland's governor. Matthew Lee 

serves on a committee for the ·Small Business Administration and Development in Maryland. 

KoreanAmerican businessman David Kim was appointed as an advisor for the Federal Small Business Administration 

in 2003. The followings are young Korean Americans who serve in government agencies in the Washington area: 

Employment 

White House 

Administration 

Name 

Katherine Ahn 
Audrey Choi 

Clara Shin 

Hong Joo Koh 

Dong Soo Chung 

David Kim 

MarkKeam 

Title 

Special Assistant to the President 

Secretary, Economic Advisory Group 

Fellowship, Secretary Office 

Assistant Secretary of State for Human 

Rights and Law Now Dean of the Yale University School of Law 

Director, Office of Export Promotion 

Coordination, Department of Commerce 

Assistant Secretary of Trade Center 

Assistant to General Counsel, Small Business Administration 
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Democratic Party 

Congress 

2) Education 

Professors 

Kelly Hyun 
Elizabeth Kim 
Phillip Yoon 

Kenneth Choi 

Lorraine Choi 
C. Sunju Phoo 
Margie Kwak 
Helen Lee 
Sophia Kim 
Jennifer Roh 

Special Assistant, Department of Transportation 
Legal Assistant, Federation of Small and Medium Businesses 
Senior Assistant to the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Far East Asia and Pacific Region 
Special Assistant, General Counsel, 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Director, Vice President Election Committee 
Pacific Asian Director, National Election Committee 
Legislative Assistant, Marylan U.S. House of Representatives 
Legal Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Republican Party 
Vice Spokeswoman, Arizona Senates 
Assistant, California House of Representatives 

It is estimated that approximately 100 Korean American professors teach at 22 universities and colleges in the 
Washington area. The Association ofKoreanAmerican Professors in the U.S. (President: Hang Ryeol Lee) published 
a book listing about 1,900 Korean American professors, including Young Seo Kim of the University of Maryland 
(Physics), Yoon Sik Park of Georgetown University (Business Administration), In Soon Hong of Howard University 
(Pathology), and Yong Goo Ahn of Johns Hopkins University (Music, Retired). 

The book was published with financial support from the Korean Arts and Science Fund (Chairman: Seok Moo 
Park). The book missed some professors but most of the Korean American professors in the U.S. were listed. Hang 
Ryeol Lee, president of the Association of Korean American Professors in the U.S., stated that the information on 
Korean American professors listed in the book would be used to facilitate the exchange of books and reports by the 
educators with second and third generation scholars and Korean professors. 

The association was established in 1986 and it has about 1,900 members who are Korean American college and 
university professors. The association holds meetings to exchange the latest news in the arts and sciences. The 
following is a list of Korean American professors in the area: 

American University: 11 Ok Chang, Hyung Kook Kim 
Catholic University: Yong S. Kim 
George Mason University: Elizabeth Choi, Yong Joon Yoon, Young Chan Ro 
George Washington University: Young Ah Choi, Gi Beom Yeom, James Han, Young-key Kim Renaud, 

Yoon Sik Park, Don Seong Lee 
Georgetown University: Mi Rah Chung, Bong Wan Cho, Chin H. Kim, Kwok Lee, Woo Y. Park, Yong Keh Shin 
Howard University: Myung He Kwak, Seung Young Kwak, Byung Seong Lee, Young Ho Lee, Soon Y. Park, 

Dong Ja Yang, Kwang Jeop Han, In Soon Hong, Woong Joe Kang 
Johns Hopkins University: Hyun S. Shin, Katherine Cho 
Morgan State College: Ki Woong Kim, Timothy Kim, Seong Lee, Se Cheol Park 
Townson State University: Oboe Kim, Soon Jin Kim, Chan Min Gong, Kang Ho Lee, Ok Kyung Lee, 

Moon Hwan Lee, Bong Joo Shin, Joon Oh Yeom 
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University of Maryland: Chang Jeong Yoon, Kyu Yong Choi, Jeong Ho Kim, Oliver Kim, Seung Kyung Kim, 
Young Seo Kim, Sung W. Lee, Ho Jeong Baek, Tae Woo Park, Moon Jong Lee, 

Moon Hee Shin, Ken Yoo, Kyung Ah Kang, Sabrina Koh, Jeong Gil Rhee, 

Chi Wook Hong, Tae Hwan Oh, Baek Hyo Shin, Kwang C. Kim, Jong Hoon Kim 
University ofVrrginia: Jin Young Kim, Yong I. Kim, Certland Lee, Gi Ok Park, Sang Hyuk Sohn, Soo Ik: Lee, 

Chang S. Han 

Montgomery College: Hong Ja Kim 

3) Legal Circle 

Judge and Public Prosecutor 
There are two Korean American judges in the area, both of whom have been appointed as judges in Maryland. 

Jenny (Jin Kyung Hong) Hong's appointment in August 2002 was the first Korean American judicial appointment 

in the history of Maryland. She was the first female Asian in that position and took her oath at Baltimore's District 

Court. She had been a prosecutor before becoming a judge and her work was considered the best out of about 200 

prosecutors. In September 2002, Kook Hyun Kim (Brian Kim) also received a judicial appointment in Maryland. 

Judge Kim works in Montgomery County following 15 years as a state prosecutor. Parris Glendening, Governor of 

Maryland, stated that Judge Kim was an outstanding candidate with a deep knowledge oflaws, sound judgment, and 

a warm personality. The governor added that Judge Kim is well qualified not only to be a state judge but also to be 

a federal judge. Virginia does not have a Korean American judge or prosecutor at present. 

Doug Gansler, Chief prosecutor in Montgomery County, appointed Jenny Cho (Eun Kyung Cho) as a prosecutor 

in April 2001. She is the first Korean American prosecutor in Montgomery County and the third Asian, following 

Indian and Chinese prosecutors. Cho has worked as a prosecutor in Howard County since 1996 and has prosecuted 

cases of burglary, rape, and murder. Tae Hyung Kim worked as a prosecutor for Prince George's County. He 

graduated from Baltimore Law School and was appointed as a prosecutor in 2002 but resigned the position the 

following year. Another Korean American attorney, Joong Won Choi, has been working as a prosecutor in Prince 

George's County since 2004. Choi keeps the Korean community informed when Korean Americans become crime 

victims in the county. 

Attorney 
It is estimated that there are about 100 Korean American attorneys in the area. Some of them are employed by 

law firms in Maryland, Virginia and Washington D.C. Others have their own law offices and handle immigration, 

criminal and traffic cases. 

In February 2004, six Korean Americans passed the exam given by Virginia's Board of Bar Examiners. In Virginia 

the Bar Exam is given twice a year, in February and July, and 50% of applicants pass the exam. A leading Korean 

American attorney working for a law firm is Seok Han Kim. He is a managing partner for one of the ten largest law 

firms in the U.S. where he specializes in trade between Korea and America. 

Investigation and Law Enforcement 
It is estimated that about 100 Korean Americans work for the FBI, police departments and other investigative 

agencies in the Washington-Baltimore area. On April 30, 2004, the Korean American Judicial Officers Association 
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was founded and C.S. Kim was elected president. Kim is employed by the FBI in their Terror Prevention Section. 
Alex Lee, a policeman in Baltimore County, was elected vice president. Keon Lee, a policeman in Fairfax County, 
became the general manager and Andrew hn, a policeman in Montgomery County, became treasurer. 

The association is trying to establish a network among Korean American county or state policemen, sheriffs, 
marshals, and FBI agents. There are about 3,200 policemen in Baltimore City, 11 of which are Korean Americans. 
There are two Korean American policemen in Baltimore County, five in Montgomery County and two in Prince 
George's County. Fairfax County has nine Korean American policemen and both Williams County and Arlington 
County have two. 

The association decided to have a golf tournament to raise scholarship funds for Korean students. It intends to have 
a website where information can be exchanged among members and opportunities for Korean American youth to 
obtain jobs in the field oflaw enforcement can be listed. It plans to register as a non-profit organization. 

4) Business 

The United States is known as a land of freedom and opportunity. Opportunity usually means business opportunities 
that allow many Korean immigrants to realize the American dream. In the stiff competition that exists in business 
there are some proud Korean American businessmen, making it very difficult to select from among them for inclusion 
here. Some did not want to be listed. 

Jong Hoon Kim founded Uri Systems and sold it to Lucent Technologies for 110 million dollars. He became one 
of the wealthier people in the United States. He served as president of Lucent Technologies and also worked in the 
computer network division at an information agency under the U.S President. He is a 6% owner of Lincoln Holding 
Company, which .owns the ·Washington Capitals, the Washington Wizards and MCI. He currently teaches at the 
University of Maryland. 

In 1986, Simon Soodong Lee established STG, one of 100 IT contractors for the federal government. STG had 
about 1,200 employees as of2001 and earned 10 million dollars in that year. It provides telecommunication services 
to major government agencies from its main office in Fairfax, Virginia. In 1999 Lee donated $300,000 to his alma 
mater, Korea University. 

Seung Man Lee is the top Korean American in the field of food markets. Chong Sun Chay operates Washington 
Golf Center. David Y. Sohn, Young Soo Koh and Yong Goo Kim are successful businessmen in the computer 
industry, and Jong 11 Kim operates Home Group, which deals with windows, sidings and remodeling. 

5) Science and Medicine 

Korean Americans stand out in the fields of science and technology. There are many Korean American scientists and 
engineers working at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Goddard Space Flight Center), the Naval 
Surface War Center, the Naval Research Lab, the National Institute of Health, the Food and Drug Administration, 
the National Institute of Standard and Technology, at research centers of the U.S. government, in private firms, 
universities, and other public forums. Korean American scientists and medical doctors are professionals and less 
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connected specifically with the Korean community and so are less known in the community. They tend to meet with 
other individuals in their field and to belong to alumni associations. 

In· 1971, the Korean American Scientist and Engineers Association were established. The association encourages 
the advancement of science and technology and promotes international cooperation. As of2004 it has approximately 
2,000 members across the nation. There are an estimated 1,500 scientists in the Washington area, some of whom are 
members of the association. 

The Korean American Medical Doctors Association was formed in 1974 and currently has about 400. members in 
Washington, D.C., Vrrginia and Maryland. Members provide free medical services through the Washington Service 
Center and Korean churches. Since 1980 the association has held seminars and exchanged medical information. 

6) Defense Department 

Status of Korean American Servicemen in the U.S. Armed Forces 
Between 1970 and 1980 Korean American military servicemen were first generation immigrants. After that, 1.5 

and second generation Korean immigrants joined in the U.S. military service. In the Washington area alone there are 
approximately 550 Korean Americans serving in the U.S. military. In 2003, the Korean American Club-DC held a 
party where the names and ranks of 120 out of around 550 Korean American active servicemen were projected onto 
a large screen. One of the servicemen listed was Master Sergeant Joo Sub Song, who served at Walter Reed Army 
Hospital. 

Song was active in community service, and in 2001 Maryland Governor Paris N. Glendenning presented a letter 
of appreciation to Song in celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (May). The letter was presented 
personally by Norman Y. Mineta, Transportation Secretary, who was the first Asian cabinet member in the U.S. 
government. Song established the 'Volunteer Network Language Translator & Emotional Support' group in 1994. 
The group, composed of about 10 civilians and servicemen, assisted patients at Walter Reed Hospital. 

Song completed 24 years of service in the U.S. Army before retiring in 2002. Since then he has been the director 
at Washington Community Service Center, Maryland. 

Washington Korean American Servicemen Support Group 
In April 2003, some parents of servicemen in the U.S. military founded the Washington Korean American Servicemen 

Support Group. About 20 parents of servicemen in the Washington-Baltimore area gathered and designated the heads 
of three operating committees for the group. They are Myung Ok Kim, Chang Joon Cho, who was the president of 
Maryland Chamber of Commerce, and Hong Kyu Park, an employee at the Pentagon. 

The group protested against Professor Jeong .Seon Noh of Yon Sei University, who said on NBC that Korean 
Americans join the U.S. military services if they are caught smoking marijuana and that if they are smart they go to 
college so they don't have to serve in the military. The group received an apology from Noh. 

7) Government Office 
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Federal Government 
Many Korean Americans are employed by the federal government, as there are many federal government offices in 

Washington D.C. and the surrounding suburbs. There is a government employees group for Chinese American but 

there is no Korean American group. 

At the Commerce Department for example, Oh Yoon Kwon, the executive director of the Korean American 

Association of the State ofMaryland, and Kyung Bae Park, both work at the Sea Weather Bureau. Mary Choi works 

as a Senior Advisor in the Small Business Section. About 30 Korean Americans work at the department, but they 

did not form a group. In March 2004, the Korean American Association of the State of Maryland held a seminar to 

encourage Korean Americans to obtain employment with the federal government. 

Post Office 
Post office jobs are popular with Korean Americans because they offer good benefits. In the Washington area about 

two hundred Korean Americans work at the U.S. Post Office, including Taek Jeong Lee of the Alexandria Post Office 

and Harrison Doh of the Potomac Post Office. Korean American postal carriers formed local groups and maintain a 

fellowship network. However, they are unable to form a group for all carriers in the area because they work different 

shifts. Fewer new employees are being hired due to a tight budget. 

Local Government 
A growing number of Korean Americans are employees of Virginia and Maryland state and county offices, as 

wA growing number of Korean Americans are employees of Virginia and Maryland state and county offices, as 

well as Washington, D.C. Government offices. Ok Phil Kim, former president of the Richmond Korean American 

Association, and 3-4 other Korean Americans are employed by the State of Vrrginia. Tammy Kim, a specialist in 

housing and community development, and Jennifer Lee, a human resources specialist, work for Fairfax County. 

There are about 10 Korean American employees in the Fairfax County government office and about the same number 

at the D.C. government office. 

8) Business 

Dry Cleaning 
It is estimated that approximately 1,800-2,000 dry cleaners in the Washington-Baltimore area are operated by 

Korean Americans. There are about 300 dry cleaners operated by Korean Americans in Fairfax County alone. Many 

Korean Americans operate dry cleaners in Loudon, Prince William, and Stafford counties. 

There are about 330 dry cleaners in Washington D.C. and about 250 in Montgomery County that are operated by 

Korean Americans. Korean Americans began operating dry cleaners in the 1980s and with their diligence and hard 

work they dominate today's dry cleaning business nationally. 

Beauty Shops 
A number of Korean Americans operate beauty shops and beauty supply stores in the Washington area. The 

number of such operators is second only to the number of dry cleaners. At least 800 such shops or stores exist in the 

area. The Washington Beauty Supply Owners Association (President: Jae Hyung Lee) established an information 

exchange network with the Northeastern Beauty Supply Owners Association (President: Chi Yong Sohn), a group 

covering D.C., New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania. The Washington Beauty Shop Owners 
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Association was founded in April 2004 and Catherine Park was elected as its first president. The association holds 

make-up shows to exchange information and promote fellowship. 

Kyung Sook Lee is an expert educator of the management of beauty shops. She is a national educator at the 

Paul Mitchell School and works as an educator for public and private agencies and organizations in the Virginia

Washington area. She has worked in that capacity for the last 26 years and has many Asian and mainstream American 

customers. 

Construction 
From the early 1970s to the early 2000s, Korean Americans workers dominated the fields of roofing, siding, and 

flooring. However, Latin Americans workers recently jumped into these fields and there are not enough projects 

available to Korean American workers. These days more and more workers in these fields move to other areas in 

the South and North to find construction projects. Chi Won Choi, a pioneer in construction, established the Brothers 

Roofing Company. The income of this company is $16 million yearly. There are many individual Korean American 

construction companies but as yet there is no association formed by them. 

Banks 
As the number of Korean Americans has grown in the area, many American banks have hired Korean Americans to 

attract Korean American customers. Young 11 Kirn was the director of finance for the Korean American Association 

ofNorthem Virginia. He is now a vice president in charge of mortgages at Chevy Chase Bank in Bethesda, Maryland. 

BB&T appointed Soo Yon Gonzales as branch manager at the Gaithersburg BB&T. David Dongjoon Kirn worked as 

branch manager at Nations Bank and Bank of America in Annandale from March 1996 to October 1999. 

9) Sports 

Some Korean Americans in the Washington area are professional athletes in baseball, tennis and boxing. Tae Kwon 

Do has played an important role in introducing Korean culture to the United States. 

Joon Rhee 
Joon Rhee introduced Korea to this country through Tae Kwon Do and he indirectly served as a top-class cultural 

mission member for Korea. He started Tae Kwon Do when he was 13 years old and in 1957 began to teach it at 

Texas State University where he was a student. He moved to the Washington area in 1962 and opened his first Tae 

Kwon Do studio. 

Rhee has taught Tae Kwon Do to U.S. Congressmen on Capitol Hill since 1965. He provides free lessons and 

has taught more than 100 Senators and members of the House of Representatives, including former House Speaker 

Thomas Foley and former Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy. Rhee was a Special Advisor to the President's 

Council on Physical Fitness & Sports for President Ronald Reagan from 1982 to 1988 and served as a Presidential 

Appointee to the National Council on Vocational Education for President George Bush, Sr. from 1988 to 1992. He 

was the National Chairman of the July 4, 1993, Nation's Birthday Celebration. He taught Tae Kwon Do at the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation and also taught heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali. 

Rhee's commercial with the slogan, ''Nobody Bothers Me!" and his business telephone number, "USA 1000", 

showed the popularity of his physical program. Rhee makes an effort to teach mental fitness through martial arts 
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and demonstrates his own physical fitness by doing 1,000 push-ups every day. Rhee received 'Today's Light House' 

award from President Bush in 1991 and the '20th Century Martial Art Man' award in the same year. 

Alex Kim 
Alex (Kyung 11) Kim of Potomac, Maryland, became a professional tennis player in 2001 upon completing Stanford 

University in June 2001 with a degree in Economics. Kim is 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 155 pounds, andwasmen's 

singles champion at the NCAA tennis tournament in May 2000. Stanford defeated the University ofVirginia in the 

championship match and Kim was awarded MVP. Kim was one of the finalists at the Sunny. Vale Futures tennis 

tournament in San Jose, California, sponsored by US Tennis Association in June 2003. 

Some of Alex Kim's college teammates became top class professional tennis players. Alex Kim was recognized for 

his speed and intelligent playing, and Tennis magazine named him College Tennis Association 'player of the year' 

in 2002. SPX Sports Group supports him in his activities. This group has $40 billion in assets. Kim was born in 

Silver Spring, Maryland and started playing tennis at the age of6 after going to a tennis court with his father. He was 

a national junior tennis team member in 1996. 

Eddy Kim 
Eddy (Edward) Kim became a major league baseball draftee in 2003. Prior to his selection he had played for the 

Washington Baseball team at the U.S. Korean American Athletic game. He was selected in the fourth round of the 

draft by the Oakland Athletics, a major league team, when he was a senior at James Madison University. He was 

ranked 122nd out of about 600. He is 6 feet 4 inches tall and weighs 25 3 pounds. If he gets more experience in the 

minor league Kim, a left-handed player, will advance to the major league after Hee Seop Choi, who is already in the 

major league. 

Eddy Kim was the best baseball player at James Madison University, with a batting average of .409, the best in the 

school's history. He hit 36 home runs. The baseball league his college belonged to listed him as 'player of the year' 

in 2002 and 2003. In 2002, he was selected to be on the second of two all star second teams that are created from 

the best players at universities and colleges across the nation. USA Today carried an article in its baseball weekly 

in 2002 that called him a promising player. He batted fourth for the Washington Korean American Baseball team 

in 2001 at the national Korean American Athletic game. At this game he hit two home runs and led the team to 

the silver medal. He also played at the national high school championship game in Korea on the team of overseas 

Korean High Schools. 

Eddy Kim was born in Los Angles. He returned to Korea and came back to the United States at age 10. He resides 

in Fairfax, Virginia. 

Han Kyu Kim 
Han Kyu Kim (Sugar Kim), a Tae Kwon Do instructor,immigrated to Maryland in 1976. He started studying 

Tae Kwon Do when he was in third grade and became a boxer in 1983 when he accompanied a fijend to a gym 

where boxers were being trained. A boxer suggested Kim as a sparring partner and Kim, an active TaeKwon Do 

practitioner, put his partner in the comer. The director of the gym was impressed by Kim and suggested that he study 

boxing. Kim had about 100 games as an amateur and in 1986 made his debut as a professional boxer. He became 

the Welter-weight champion in Vrrginia and was ranked 14th in the World Boxing Federation in addition to being 

Intercontinental champion in Tae Kwon Do. 
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The most memorable boxing match was with current Champion Andrew Louise. Kim lost the fight but ten 

thousands spectators cheered him while he was fighting with Andrew Louise at Sao Paulo, Brazil. His special talent 

in boxing was a left hook followed by a right hook. He is retired from boxing and operates a Tae Kwon Do studio 

in Chantilly, Virginia. 

10) News Media 

A number of Korean American reporters work in mainstream news media. 

Newspapers 
Some Korean American reporters in the area work for the Washington Post and Baltimore Sun. David Cho and Eun 

Jeong Cha work at the Washington Post as a reporter and a photographer, respectively. At the Baltimore Sun Kwan 

1k Baek has been working as Assistant Editor in charge of photography for a long time. Jason Song is a reporter in 

the political section. Cho works at the Washington Post in the Metro Section and is responsible for Fairfax County. 

He reported on the cheering by Korean Americans for the Korean Soccer team at the World Cup. He also reported on 

Korean American supermarkets. The Washington Post sent Cha to Iraq in 2003 to report on the war. Song, a popular 

reporter with the Baltimore Sun, is stationed in Annapolis, Maryland and reports on the state government. 

Broadcasting 
Eun Yang and and Sarah Lee of NBC 4, and Nancy Lee of FOX 5, are with broadcasting companies in the 

Washington area. Sharon Lee of WJZ 13 and Mini Noh of NBC 12 are with broadcasting companies in Baltimore 

and Richmond, respectively. Eun Yang, who works as an anchor and reporter for NBC 4, is well-known in the Korean 

community. She graduated from the University of Maryland and was first employed by WUSA in Washington, DC. 

She moved to NBC 4 in March 2002. 

Sarah Lee is a popular reporter who reports for News Channel 8 in addition to NBC 4. Eun Yang and Sarah Lee 

work as anchors for the Korean American Community - DC Celebration each year to maintain a close relationship 

with the Korean community. 

In 2004, Nancy Lee began working as a reporter for FOX 5, which has more viewers than CNN. She handles 

various subjects from accidents to health information. Virginia Cha worked for NBC in D.C. as a reporter in political 

affairs for a number of years before moving to New York City. Cha, who received a master's degree in Journalism, 

has received Amy awards three times and established her position in the mainstream media. 

Sharon Lee of WJZ 13 works as an anchor in the Baltimore area. She is a beautiful and popular reporter in the 

Baltimore area. Mini Noh, who works as a reporter for NBC 12 in Richmond, Virginia, is also popular. Noh 

graduated from Ottawa University in Canada and worked as a reporter in New York and North Carolina. She moved 

to Richmond and reports on Virginia state government affairs. 

Magazine 
In 2002, Jenny Park, a second generation Korean American, became assistant editor-in-chief at People magazine, 

which boasts a circulation of about 3,550,000. She is the first Korean American to hold a high ranking position 

with a major magazine. Park is the first daughter of Dr. Yoon Soo Park, who served as president of the Centennial 

Committee of Korean Immigration-Washington. Dr. Park worked for the U.S. Naval Research Center and Jenny has 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 283 



been known to the Korean community for a long time. 

Time magazine, the parent company of People magazine, carried an article on Park's appointment stating, "Park has 

been appointed an assistant editor-in-chief for People magazine at the recommendation ofMartha Nelson, Editor-in

Chief of People magazine. Park began her job as an investigative reporter for Time magazine in 1985 and moved 

to People magazine in 1989 as her talents were recognized. She reported on sexy stars Tom Cruise and Patrick 

Swayze." Park graduated from Harvard University where she majored in biology, but she changed her course to 

become a journalist. She has worked for various magazines with Time over 17 years and her talent as a journalist is 

well recognized. 

Park interviewed Jacqueline Kennedy, widow of President John F. Kennedy. She interviewed Elizabeth Taylor in 

October 1991 and was one often women journalists invited by Laura Bush to a White House luncheon. 

11) Agriculture 

Ung SikWon 
Ung Sik Won, president of Virginia mushroom and bean producer Won Shan Mushroom Farm, Ltd, is the first 

Ph.D. in the field of mushroom production. Won received his Ph.D. in Agriculture from Pacific University in 

Los Angeles in 2003 with the dissertation, "Improvement and Development of Mushroom Production Worldwide' '. 

The dissertation was based on his practical experiences over 40 years of producing mushrooms and described the 

relationship between the mushrooms around the world and human beings. Dr. 11 Sang Yoon of Howard University 

was Won's faculty advisor for the dissertation. 

Won was born and raised in Wonju, Kang Won Province, Korea and graduated from Wonju Agriculture High 

School. He became interested in mushroom production while operating an East Asian import and export company 

for herbs. He needed oak trees to grow mushrooms but he couldn't find them in Korea, so he travelled the world 

to find a place with sufficient oak trees. He imported some oak trees from the United States for experimentation 

and when the experiment succeeded he decided to come to the U.S. for his business. Won came to the U.S. in 1978 

and opened a mushroom farm near Manassas, Virginia where he produces shitake and oyster mushrooms on a large 

scale to sell nationwide. He is known as the pioneer of shitakes in the U.S. His shitake and oyster mushrooms were 

introduced by major newspapers, including the Washington Post and the New York Times. 

The mushrooms produced by Won Shan Mushroom Farm are sold in the Washington and Los Angeles areas and 

in Canada. They are available in large grocery stores including Fresh Fields and Giant and are enjoyed not only by 

Korean Americans, but also by Americans. Won developed a procedure to grow mushrooms in green houses that 

permits year-round production. To date there is no competitor to Won's farm. He also operates an 800-acre farm 

near Kings Dominion, Virginia, where he produces black green beans. The farm produces 2,000 bags of black green 

bean per year. Won has also been involved with Korean community affairs, serving as president of the Kang Won 

Association of Washington. He also served as vice president of the Korean Veterans Association of Washington. 

12) Elected Officials in the Government 

Former U.S. Congressman Jay C. Kim and Fairfax County Board of Education member 11 Ryong Moon both reside 
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in the Washington area. Several other Korean Americans ran for State Congress in Virginia and Maryland but were 

not elected. 

Former Congressman Jay C. Kim 
Jay C. Kirn was the first Korean American to be elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, representing 

California's 41 st District. He was first elected in 1992 and served for three terms. He is a successful first generation 

Korean immigrant, having been a businessman in addition to a politician. Kirn came to the U.S. in 1961 and first 

worked as a dishwasher, later earning a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering from USC and a Master's Degree in Public 

Administration from California State University - Los Angeles. 

In 1977 Kirn established Kirn Engineering and received contracts from the state government. His firm became one of 

the 500 largest firms in the state within 15 years. The Los Angeles Times carried an article about Kirn and his firm. 

Kim was elected to the city council of Diamond Bar in April 1990, then to the Vice Mayor's position and finally 

to the Mayor's office in 1991. In 1992 he became the Republican Party candidate for Congress and won a seat in 

the House of Representatives by defeating Democratic candidate Bob Baker by a large margin. He became the first 

Korean American Congressman as well as being the firstAsian Republican Congressman. A total of33 Congressmen 

in U.S. history originally came from the Pacific Asian region. Kirn was involved in a violation of campaign fund 

regulations while running for a fourth term and he failed to be re-elected. He and his supporters, as well as the many 

young Korean Americans who regarded him as role model, were deeply disappointed. Kirn ended his political career 

and is now a college professor and advisor to the students. 

Fairfax County Education Board Member II Ryong Moon 
11 Ryong Moon, a 1.5 generation Korean immigrant, was elected to the Fairfax County Board of Education. He was 

re-elected as an at-large member of the Board. Attorney Moon competed with six other candidates in the November 

2003 election, where he came in third with 79,458 votes. He defeated the 4th place finisher, Rita Tomson, by 1,662 

votes. 

In Fairfax County, there are twelve positions on the Board of Education. Nine positions are elected by the districts 

and three members are elected at large. The board members who were elected at-large with Moon are Janet Oljeck, 

who received support from Democrats (88,199 votes), and Steven Hunt, who received support from Republicans 

(80,905 votes). 

Moon was a student at Kyung Bok High School before immigrating to the U.S. in 1974. He graduated from 

Harvard University and then received a law degree from William and Mary Law School. In 1994 he was appointed 

an education council member in Fairfax County, and in 1996 he was elected to the Fairfax County Board of Education 

from Braddock District. He failed to be re-elected to the Board in 1999. He later ran again, raising far more in 

campaign funds than any other candidate. As of October 22, 2004, he had raised $107,020, the largest amount 

among all candidates in districts and at-large. 

Other Korean Americans who Ran for Seats in Government 
There are a number of Korean Americans who ran for offices but failed to be elected. Even though they were not 

elected, their campaigns have given inspiration to those Korean Americans who are interested in mainstream politics. 

Kyo Paul Jhin, who served as Assistant Superintendent for Educational Technology in the District of Columbia 

Public School system, ran for Maryland state congressman from Montgomery County in 1986 but was not elected. 
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Jay C. Kim, a successful businessman, tried to win the Republican Party nomination for a seat in the U.S. House of 

Representatives from the 11th District in Virginia, but he did not win the party's nomination. Cho Basapoly, whose 

mother was a Korean, also tried in Virginia's 8th District and failed to win. 

In 2003 real estate agent Young Deok Ahn ran as an independent for the Mason District supervisor but he was 

not elected. However, his challenge for the position was reported in the Washington Post and attracted attention 

from the mainstream community. In 2003 Jinhee Wilde Kim, an attorney, tried to run for a seat in the Maryland 

House of Representatives but was unsuccessful. She was elected chairwoman for the Washington Suburban Sanitary 

Commission in 2004. 

2. Major Occupations for Korean American and Small Business 

1) Major Occupations 

Professional Jobs 
American society is run by professionals. The development of a complex society depends on a high level of 

professional knowledge and a multitude of specialized jobs. Accordingly, Korean Americans seek professional 

jobs to make a living. Korean Americans want to be medical doctors, attorneys, college professors, certified public 

accounts, engineers, and pharmacists. The approximate number ofKoreanAmerican professionals in the Washington 

area are: 400 medical doctors, 100 attorneys, 100 professors and 200 pharmacists. 

Government Employees 
Many Korean Americans like to become government employees for the job security and benefits. There are about 

250 Korean American federal government employees in the science and technical fields. About 40 are federal 

government employees in the administrative field. About 10 are government appointees. Around 40 employees 

are working for the U.S. patent office. About 20 employees are working at the Library of Congress and about 30 

employees are working for the D.C. government. Approximately 150 employees are working for Metro (most of 

them as mechanics). There are about 600 employees who work for the U.S. post offices. About 30 teachers are 

employed by school systems, from elementary through high school. There are about 1,000 Korean Americans in 

government jobs, which is not a proportionate number to the Korean American population. There are about 350 

thousand government employees and 30 thousand D.C government employees in the area. 

Service 
Recently many Korean restaurants and bars have opened for business and hired Korean American employees. 

Naturally the number of Korean American waiters and waitresses is growing. There are also many Korean American 

mechanics and taxi drivers in the area. However, it is difficult to estimate the number of individuals engaged in the 

service business. 

Construction 
There are many Korean Americans who work for Americans in construction firms. Some manage construction 

firms as contractors or sub-contractors. Since the 1990s the number of Korean Americans in construction has been 

declining due to the economic slowdown. Latin Americans, willing to work for low wages, have challenged Korean 

Americans in this field. 
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Real Estate, Insurance, Finance, and Sales 
Many Korean Americans are engaged in real estate sales or brokerage firms, financial loan companies, insurance 

firms, auto sales, and other sales jobs. They mostly deal with other Korean Americans as customers. At one point 
real estate attracted many Korean Americans, but their interest in this area has slowly diminished due to the decline 

in the real estate market. The insurance field required specific professional knowledge and licensing. The majority 

of insurance men and women are experienced and has worked in this field for a long time. Some Korean Americans 

started to get into the finance businesses about 10 years ago. They are engaged in refinancing, also. 

Others 
Many Korean Americans are running grocery stores, dry cleaners, carryout stores, supermarkets and restaurants. 

Many Korean Americans work in those businesses because it is easy to get employment there and because some of 

them wish to gain experience in order to start a similar business of their own. Average earnings in these fields are 

about $10-15 an hour. 

2) Domination of Small Business 

Korean Americans Own 50 Percent of the Small Businesses in Washington D.C. 
Korean Americans have controlled many of the District's small businesses. Since the 1970s, Korean immigrants 

have penetrated the nation's capital, dominating small businesses. They first started in the wig business, later moving 

on to grocery stores, carry-outs, Laundromats, liquor stores, newsstands, and gas stations, among others. The 1993 

District of Columbia police statistics showed that two-thirds of all businesses in the District were owned and managed 

by Asian Americans. Of these, Korean Americans are the majority. 

The 360 Korean stores in the area (out of a total 600) sell 60 percent of the D.C. lottery tickets. Hyoung Ki Kiel, 

a D.C. Lottery Board employee, said, "Without the Korean American merchants, the D.C. lottery cannot survive." 

Half of the Korean stores are food- related. They are well organized in the Washington area and throughout the 

nation and are active in promoting economic and productive management. There are about 1,600 food and grocery 

stores operated by Korean Americans in this area 

At the end of 1993 there were 139 liquor stores owned by Korean American businessmen in the District of 

Columbia, which represented half of all licensed · stores according to District statistics. The total number of liquor 

stores was 274. Korean Americans operate about 1,500 laundry businesses in the area as of end of 2000. 

One third of all street vendors in the nation's capital are also Korean Americans. They sell everything from food 

to gospel recordings. The vendors provide anything in the world the people want, supplied by twenty Korean 

wholesalers. The American media has commented thatthey are the true entrepreneurs. 

In the beginning, Korean · Americans opened up grocery stores and dry cleaners with little preparation. The 

Korean American businessmen now organize educational and training sessions to pass along information about new 

regulations. For example, food bui;;iness entrepreneurs periodically offer educational sessions on public health. Dry 

cleaners organize group sessions to learn about the strict environmental regulations related to the laundry business. 

The Korean American business power is now attracting American distributors who offer scholarship funds, subsidies 

to the Korean festivals, discounts, an:drebates. 
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The Washington Food Association published not only articles on marketing strategies but also on the African 

American community's sociology and pathology in order to promote better understanding of African Americans. 

Early Korean American Businessmen 
When the Korean War broke out in 1950, there were only the first few Korean residents in the Washington area. 

The first Korean American to hold a government job was Ki Baek Yang (Key P. Yang) who started at the Library of 

Congress as a Korean specialist in 1951. At the time he was a student at American University. According to Walter 

P. Park, Min was the first Korean engaged in the dry cleaning business in Washington, D.C. around 1951. In 1954, 

Chai Chang Choi opened his doctor's office in Alexandria, Virginia, and in 1957 Kwan Boo Park opened his dental 

office in Bethesda, Maryland. In the latter part of the 1950s, Soon Bok Choi opened an oriental grocery store on 

Columbia Road in Washington, D.C. Around 1960, Seok Hee Lee and other students started as taxicab drivers to 

make money to pay for their education. 

In 1962, Joon Rhee, who studied civil engineering at Texas College, opened Joon Rhee Tae Kwon Do to 

commercialize the Korean martial art of Tae Kwon Do. Susan Lee opened a wig shop in 1965 and Choong Nam 

Choi opened an auto repair shop in Northern Virginia in 1967. Also in 1967, Seong Ho Lee opened the first Korean 

travel agency, Eurasia. In 1968 Jeong Seop Choi opened the first Korean grocery store, Korea House in Arlington, 

Virginia, Keh Soo Park opened his law office, and Kwang Won Kirn opened the first Korean-owned insurance office. 

In 1969, Ki Ik Park opened the first Korean restaurant, Seoul Palace, in Maryland. Charles C. Yoo opened an office 

dealing with immigration and Chang Ho Keh opened the first accounting office in the same year. 

In 1970, Shin Jeon Chang opened the first real estate office. In 1972, Han Yong Cho opened the first American 

grocery store and Eui Keun Kim opened the first beauty supply shop. In 1974, Byoung Kwan Kirn opened the first 

liquor store in District of Columbia and Cheong Ja Park opened the first drug store in Forrest Glenn, Maryland. In 

1976, Seong Kook Kim was the first Korean American to get a job with the post office. 

3. Identity of Adopted Korean Americans 

Adopted Korean Americans who left their parents early in life and were raised by American families in the United 

States started to seek their identity as they grew older. They visited Korea and some of them looked for their parents 

in Korea. For three days in September 1999, the first Adopted Korean American Conference was held in Washington, 

D.C. The main purpose of the conference was to raise awareness of the Korean identity. 

Soon Keum Cox, who was adopted by an American family in 1956, is vice president of Holt International Children's 

Services. She stated, "All adopted Korean Americans find their Korean identity and only the time they choose to 

find it is different. This conference will help adopted Korean Americans and adopted Europeans by providing 

opportunities for them to share their experience." 

The total number of Adopted Koreans since 1955 is about 141,000. Of these, 98,000 live in the United States, 

16,666 live in France, 8,218 live in Denmark and 8,247 live in Sweden. 

Adopted Korean Americans in the Washington Area 
From 1981 to April 2004, 2,169 Koreans were adopted by Americans in the Washington area according to the 

Adoption Service Information Agency (ASIA) in Springfield, Maryland. However, there are some who were adopted 
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by Americans in other areas and then moved to this area. Therefore, in the area there are probably more than 3,000 

adopted Korean Americans. 

In the Washington area, including Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and North Carolina, Korean children were 

adopted mostly by middle class white Americans. The number of children one year old and younger began to increase 

starting in 1990 when the Korean government issued an age limit restricting adoptions to children 2 years old and 

younger. 99% of adopted children were born to teenagers who gave up their babies. ASIA determined that 25;000-

26,000 babies are born by unmarried women. 

According to the State Department, the numbers of adopted Koreans are: 2,620 in 1990, 1,840 in 1992, 1,795 in 

1994, 1,516 in 1996, 1,829 in 1998, and 1,794 in 2000. 

Cost of Adopted Korean Americans 
In October 2003 the Wall Street Journal reported that it could cost up to $20,000 to adopt a child from Korea. The 

Journal reported that the expenses of an adoption from Korea would be between $12,500 and $19,375, excluding 

travel expenses, based on records filed by the State Department. It also reported that the cost of an adoption from 

Korea is about the same as the expenses for ten other countries with large numbers of adopted children in 2002. It 

reported that it takes about 4-5 months to adopt a child from another country. 

The cost of adoption from Guatemala, the most expensive, is between $24,000 and $25,000. The number of 

children adopted from Guatemala was the third largest. The largest number of adopted children (5,053) came from 

China and the cost was between $9,975 and $12, 155. The second largest (4,939) came from Russia with the cost 

between $14,800 and $20,800. 

The longest waiting period to adopt was 13-14 months in China. The Journal reported that in Korea adoption 

is possible only by couples and for children under the age of two. In 2003, 1,779 Korean babies were adopted by 

American families and the number was 4th largest. The Journal reported that adoption procedures in the United State 

are complex and it was more expensive than adopting children from another country. Therefore, most American 

couples prefer to adopt foreign children. 

Theodore U.C. Kim, Grandfather of Adopted Children 
Theodore U.C. Kim, who founded and operates Adoption Service Information Agency (ASIA), is known as the 

grandfather of adopted children. He is also the director of Asia Culture School, a Saturday school. A total of 2,169 

Korean children have been adopted by American families through ASIA. They were children abandoned mainly 

due to financial hardship that found new families in the American middle class. Those who are now grown still 

contact Kim and sometimes visit Kim's Asia Culture School with their children. Kim was president of the Korean 

Association of Greater Washington in 1969. He managed a successful consulting firm and actively participated in 

the Korean Democracy Movement with retired general Woong Soo Kim. He is the son of former Korean Marine 

Corps retired general Dae Sik Kim, who was the chairman of Holt International Children's Services. 

Kim devoted his life to the adoption business for many years. One day he had a conversation with a girl who was 

adopted through ASIA. He was shocked by her mistaken belief that she was an Island American. This realization 

induced him to establish the culture school in 1989. They use the facilities of an American church to teach Korean 

language, music, and culture for 3 hours each Saturday. Kim says that there are many adopted children who make 

lasting friends with Korean American children. 
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Emily Ryan, an Adopted Child in the Washington Area 
Emily Ryan (Eun Joo Park), who resides in Burke, Virginia, visited Korea to do volunteer work in 2002 when she 

was 19 years old. She visited Korea from September 2 through October 31 taking care of disabled children at Holt 

International in Il San near Seoul. She also took care of children at Sung Ae Won orphanage in Busan. She spent 

some time visiting Seoul, Busan and Jeju to learn about Korea. 

Emily Ryan was adopted when she was only 4 months old. She was at Seang Ae Won, a welfare center in 

Busan, when Patrick and Nancy Ryan adopted her and raised her with love. When she became a teenager, she 

became interested in knowing her heritage. She graduated from Robinson High School and while attending Northern 

Virginia Community College finished a basic Korean language course offered by the Korean Cultural Center. She 

decided to visit Korea to express her thanks to her biological parents. In Korea she made an appearance on a KBS 

program to help find her biological parents. There were about 10 people who tried to verify that she was their child 

that turned out not to be her parents. She recalled that her experience in Korea was great and that she enjoyed the 

Asian Athletic Games held in Busan. 

Also-Known-As 
The representative organization for adopted children from Korea who live in the United States is Also-Known-As. 

This organization was founded in Washington, D.C. and it held its first general meeting in 1999. It has about 400 

members living throughout the U.S. and the world. The second general meeting was held in Oslo, Norway in 2001. 

The third meeting was held in Seoul, Korea where the members were born. 

The organization is now accepting adopted Chinese and Indian children as members. It participated in some 

activities with the Korean American Committee -DC. In 2004, the president of Also-Known-As was Joy L. Rowe, 

who was adopted when he was 6 years old. He majored in Social Services at Columbia University and wrote a report 

on the first generation of adopted children. 

Korean Focus 
The Korean Focus (Korean Focus for Adoptive Families) is an organization founded in June 1996 by families in the 

area who adopted Korean children. It has a website and is trying to expand its activities nationwide. The parents in 

this organization assisted the Korean YMCA with programs that sent Korean adopted children to visit Korea to learn 

Korean traditional culture and the Korean language until the Korean YMCA was dissolved in 2002. 

KAAN (Korea American Adoptee Adoptive Network) 
From July 25 to July 27; 2003, KAAN held its fifth annual conference at the Double Tree Hotel in Arlington, 

Virginia with the theme, 'One People, Two Histories'. KAAN is an organization for families worldwide who adopted 

Korean children. It provides necessary information for these families and information to the Korean government 

and Korean communities across the U.S. On the first day of the conference the participants watched Korean dances 

and learned how to play Korean chess games. They also watched a documentary about refugees from North Korea 

compiled by Jeong Eun Kim, and a movie, 'Arirang' about Korean immigration. On the second day they visited 

Annandale Korea Town where they tasted Korean foods and shopped at Korean stores there. The stories from some 

adopted children about reuniting with their biological parents and their lives after they met their biological parents 

emotionally touched the participants. On the last day of the conference they attended a dinner reception at the 

Korean Embassy where they had discussions with Korean government officials and Koreans in the area. 
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4. Participation of American Politics and the U.S. Citizenship 

1) Korean American Civic and Political Organizations 

In the Washington area the Virginia League of Korean American Americans and the Maryland League of Korean 

Americans, under the League of Korean Americans of the United States, Inc., are active organizations. Many Korean 

Americans work for the Republican or Democratic parties, promoting favorable policies to ensure Korean American 

or Asian American rights. 

League of Korean Americans {LOKA) 
The League of Korean Americans of the United States of America, Inc. (LOKAUSA, Inc.) was founded in the 

Washington area on April 19, 1980. The founding members include Hyung Seok Lee, Hong Kyun Ahn and Ki 
Choon Lee. They founded the organization to promote Korean American rights and to maintain traditional culture 

and heritage for future generations of the approximately 500 thousand Korean Americans in the United States. It 

complies with the American Constitution and helps Korean Americans become good U.S. citizens and contribute to 

American society through education. 

Ji Hyun Yoon, who was responsible for the organization's charter, said that Korean Americans should maintain our 

rights in this country with other Asians without any prejudice. The charter, prepared at the time the organization was 

founded, clearly states the purpose of the organization. Section 1 of Article 2 states: 

The purposes of the organization are to promote democracy; protect the American Constitution; promote Korean 

cultural heritage; uplift the Korean image; promote participation in mainstream activities and to enjoy equal 

opportunity with Americans. 

Hyung Seok Lee, who served as a president of the organization, stated that the purposes drafted about a quarter 

century ago still remain in effect. 

Before LOKA was organized, the Vrrginia Citizen's League was formed by Ki Choon Lee, a U.S. government 

employee, and the Maryland Citizen's League was formed by Sang Min Kim, Jeong Seok Huh, and others. They 

joined to form LOKAUSA and later served as presidents of this organization. 

The founding members who served as officers were: 

The first chairman of the trustees: Hyung Seok Lee 

President: Chai Chang Choi 

Vice President: Hwa Young Chun (Richmond); Young Hee Lee (Baltimore); Han Yong Cho (D.C.) 

Executive Director: Hong Kyun Ahn 

Secretary: Ji Hyun Yoon 

Treasurer: Jae Wan Chung 

Trustees: Hong KyunAhn, Kyo Paul Jhin, Kwan Young Chough, Hwa Young Chun, 

Jae Wan Chung, Cho Won Lee, Soo 11 Chung, Tae Kyung Han, Jay W. Khim, Theodore U.C. Kim, Ki Choon Lee, 

Michel T. Lee, Sang Nam Lee, Kyung Hwa Lee, Hyung Seok Lee, Young Hee Lee, Joon Rhee, Smith Kim, Yo Taek 

Song, Yoon Kyung Sun, Deok Joong Won, In Bae Yoon, Joo Deok Yoon, Ji Hyun Yoon, In Taek Yeom, Jeong Seok 

Huh and Sang Min Kim. 
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The organization continued to expand its activities. In 1994, Kim Miller became president and Peter H. Shin became 

the chairman of the trustees. They registered the organization with the government as a non-profit organization and 

created more programs. 

In 2004, Peter Pyen became president of the organization. Former president Kim Miller stated that Korean 

Americans are proud that to be in the United States and maintain their rights in American society and that the 

organization unites the voices of about 2,500,000 Korean Americans. 

Virginia Korean American Democratic Club 
In 1980, Han Yong Cho, Moon Jang Koo, Young Hae Suh and Cheong 11 Park founded the Virginia Korean 

Democratic Club to participate in American politics and exercise their rights. In 1984 the club changed its name to 

the Virginia Korean American Democratic Club and campaigned to get Jim Moran elected to Congress and Kate 

Henry elected as Fairfax County Supervisor. It also helped Gerry Connelly run for the county supervisor position. 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Council 
The Asian Pacific American Heritage Council was established in 1979 by the leaders of twenty Asian Pacific 

organizations, as a means to maintain their cultures and traditions. The Korean Association of Greater Washington 

has had a close relationship with this association and Sekwon Kenneth Chong was its president in 1989 and 1990. The 

association played an important role in passing the bill that created Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, which is 

observed every year in May. Chinese, Filipinos, Guamese, Hawaiians, Indians, Japanese, Koreans, Vietnamese and 

Thai associations belong to this greater association. 

National Association of Korean Americans (NAKA) 
After the LA riot in 1992, Korean Americans felt that many Korean Americans were settled here financially but not 

politically. The National Association of Korean Americans was established in 1994 to promote Korean American 

participation in American politics and to help the relationship between Korea and the United States. The association 

office was opened in Washington, D.C. but moved to Fairfax County in 2004. It is trying to register it as a non-profit 

organization with the government. 

Virginia Korean American Republican Club 
As the number of Korean Americans grows they become more aware of the importance of participating in 

mainstream activities and contributing to American society. In 1979, Soo Young Whitaker, Joseph Suh, Bong Ro 

Yoon and others established the Virginia Korean American Republican Club and at the general meeting elected Seon 

Keun Chang to be the president. In 1985, Soo Young Whitaker became the second president and Joseph Suh was 

the third president followed by; Harold Pyon 4th; Theresa Kim 5th; Young K. Leigh 6th; and Yoo Sik Yoon 7th. For 

2004 and 2005, Daniel Y. Chun served as the president. 

Since the 1990s the majority of the Virginia Korean American Republican Club members have been second 

generation Korean immigrants. Before that the majority was the 1.5 generation of immigrants. The club deals with 

the mainstream community, the Asian community and the Korean community. Daniel Y. Chun is a second generation 

Korean immigrant who graduated from West Point. Sue Wilson served as treasurer and made a speech at the 

Republican primary convention in 2001. Former president Harold Pyon served as vice president of the National Asian 

Republican Party. He also served as president of the Virginia Asian Republican Party and he attended the National 

Republican primary convention in New York City as a representative to select the presidential candidate in 2004. The 

club members participate in fund raising efforts for Republican candidates for local through federal positions. 

292 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



Maryland Asian Pacific American Democratic Club 
The Maryland Asian Pacific American Democratic Club was organized in 1998 to provide an opportunity to Asian 

Americans for participation in American politics. The club helped Susan Lee, a Chinese American, become a State 

Representative in Maryland. Man Kyung Cho became president of the club in 2003. Korean Americans are majority 

members and due to their growing numbers the club created local president positions in Baltimore and Montgomery 

County. 

2) Korean Americans Involved with Political Party Activities 

In addition to Republican and Democratic clubs, some Korean Americans who belong to these parties play specific 

roles for their parties. In November 2004, the Bush-Cheney campaign headquarters appointed Michelle Park, 

an advisory member of Asian Pacific region at the White House, to be national chairperson of the Asian Pacific 

community. 

The Virginia campaign headquarters of Republican candidates George W. Bush and Dick Cheney appointed Harold 

Pyon to be chairman of the Asian American Voters Coalition. Daniel Y. Chun and Sue Wilson served as co-chairs 

for the Korean American community. Korean Americans in the Asian American Voters Coalition worked at fund 

raising, voter registration, and policy formation for Asian Americans. 

In Virginian Walter Kim worked for Howard Dean at the Democratic Primary convention. Seung Hong Choi, an 

advisor to Asian Pacific Democrats, worked for Howard Dean out of his home in Potomac, Maryland. 

3) Voter Registration 

Many Korean Americans applied for U.S. citizenship as the 20th Century began. They also registered to vote. 

They wanted to fully participate as U.S. citizens. The League of Korean Americans of the USA (LOKA), Korean 

American Coalition - DC (KAC-DC), Maryland Korean American Association and Virginia Korean American 

Association promote voter registration and application to become a U.S. citizen. 

LOKA organized a campaign to encourage applications for U.S. citizenship and voter registration not only in 

Fairfax County but also in the Richmond area. In 2002, LOKA held a lecture at its Mason District office building, 

helped Koreans fill out the application forms for U.S. citizenship, and provided guidance on how to prepare for the 

immigration and naturalization citizenship exam. An area TV station, CBS (Channel 9), taped this event. 

In 2002 LOKA estimated that about 20,000 Koreans had applied for U.S. citizenship through 23 district offices 

nationwide. It stated that about 1,000 Koreans applied for U.S. citizenship in the Washington area alone in 2003. 

KAC-DC, whose members are 1.5 or 2nd generation Korean immigrants, campaigned actively to encourage 

applications for U.S. citizenship. 

KAC-DC members conducted voter registrations at super markets for Korean Americans, Latinos and Indians. In 

addition to the Maryland Korean American Association and the Vrrginia Korean Association, the Korean American 

Association of Greater Washington and Korean American Association of Northern Virginia also campaigned for 

voter registration. 
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4) Soju Bill Passed 

As a result of Korean Americans' participation in American politics, the Soju Bill was passed by the Virginia 

Congress in 2004. Before this bill was passed Soju, Korean distilled liquor, was categorized as hard liquor and it was 

not possible to serve it in a bottle. Considered a whisky, Soju could be served only in a cup. No one raised the issue 

about whether Soju should be served in a bottle until Champ Peterson, a democratic congressman for Virginia State, 

paid attention to the matter in 2003. State congressman Peterson initiated the Soju Bill (HB-805) to the Liquor and 

Game Subcommittee in the state congress in 2004 after consulting with Seong Bin Im, president of Virginia Korean 

American Democratic Club. 

Peterson asserted in congress that the Soju Bill was intended to promote small businesses like Korean restaurants, 

and to accept traditional Korean ways. He also noted that Soju is sold in a bottle in California. Im offered a cup of 

Soju to each congressman and stated that they should pass the bill, also mentioning that Soju is sold in a bottle in 

D.C. and Maryland. 

The Soju Bill was passed first by the Liquor and Game Subcommittee. The bill was subsequently passed in the State 

House and Senate and became law as of July 1, 2004. Realizing this issue was a hot item for the Korean American 

community, Governor Mark Warner of Virginia invited Korean Americans to the governor's office to witness him 

signing it into law on May 6, 2004. In California and Maryland, Soju is sold in a bottle in accordance with ABC 

rules. However, in Virginia it is now sold in a bottle in accordance with the individual statute based on HB 805. 

The Soju Bill has shown that a law can be formulated for Korean Americans. While the bill was being considered, 

many Korean American businessmen lobbied to have the bill passed. Yvonne Miller, a state senator, stated he 

had never so many Korean Americans attend hearings as when the bill was debated and he thanked them for their 

attendance. He also stated that Virginia is a diverse state and that passing the bill is a way to preserve this quality in 

Virginia. He also sent a congratulatory message to the Korean community when the bill passed. 

5) Low Turnout of Korean American Voters 

Korean American voter turnout is lower than the average turnout which indicates a need for more Korean Americans 

to vote. There is no record of the number of Korean American voters in Washington, D.C., Vrrginia and Maryland. 

In Fairfax County there were about 7, 120 Korean American voters based on a study of the voter registration list in 

2004. This study looked for common family names of Korean Americans. They estimated that about 38% ofKorean 

American voters voted in 2003. The number of individuals who voted was 2,771 out of 7,120 registered Korean 

American voters. The Springfield District, with 1,405 voters comprising 38.11 % of registrants, had the largest 

number of Korean American voters. Braddock District had 1,283 voters and 38.11 % of them voted. Shirly District 

had 956 voters and 34.3% of them voted. Mt. Vernon District had the smallest number of Korean American voters. 

A total of35 l , or 40.45% of those registered, voted in that district in 2003. 

Seong Bin Im emphasized the importance of voting and appealed to Korean Americans to participate in the 

presidential election of 2004. 

294 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



6) Trend of Korean Americans' Political Party 

There is no relevant material available to show which political party Korean American voters belong to. Some 

think that more Korean Americans would have joined the Democratic Party because they are a minority. Others think 

that more Korean Americans would have joined the more conservative Republican Party because they remember 

the Korean War and they are mostly self-employed. Based on the limited information available in Fairfax County, 

out of 10 Korean voters 6-7 are Democrats. The same trend is expected throughout the larger community and 

therefore more Korean Americans are assumed to be Democrats in the Washington - Baltimore area. Female Korean 

American voters tend to be Democrats more than male voters. There were 7,120 Korean American voters in Fairfax 

County in 2004. Of these, 663 indicated that they supported political parties. 419, or 63.2% of them, indicated that 

they support the Democratic Party. 

Only 244 or 36.8% of the Korean American voters indicated that they supported the Republican Party in Fairfax 

County in 2004. Of the 398 Korean American male voters 239, or 60.05% of them, indicated that they support the 

Democratic Party. 159 or 39.95% of them indicated that they support the Republican Party. Of the 265 female 

voters, 180 or 67.92% of them indicated that they support the Democratic Party. 85 or 32.08% of them indicated that 

they support the Republican Party. There are 9 districts in Fairfax County and Korean Americans more often support 

the Democratic Party in all districts. 

Overall, 24 (80%) out of 30 Korean American voters support the Democratic Party. The Mt. Vernon District was 

exceptional in that 17 ( 4 7%) out of 36 voters support the Republican Party. In Virginia voters are not required to 

belong to either party when they register. However, when primary elections are held voters may vote in only one 

party's primary. 
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- Chapter Seven -

History of Korean Americans in Baltimore 

1. Baltimore Summary 

Baltimore is the largest city in Maryland, one of the thirteen original colonies of the United States. A port city on 

the Atlantic coast, Baltimore is located about 30 miles northeast of the nation's capital, Washington, D.C. Baltimore 

developed along with the United States, serving as a gateway for cargo moving in and out of the U.S. Interstate 70 

heading west and Interstate 95 connecting the East Coast from north to south, each run through Baltimore. 

The federal government decided to consider the Washington - Baltimore area as a single metropolitan area in 

1990 for statistical purposes. It is expected that the future Washington-Baltimore area will be developed as one of 

America's great metropolises like Los Angeles or New York. The Maryland area to the north of Washington, D.C. 

and the suburban area south of Baltimore have been almost completely developed in the past 10 years, and the 

change to functioning as one metropolitan area has been accomplished without any difficulty. 

In 2000, the population of Baltimore was 651,154 and the population of the Washington-Baltimore metropolitan 

area was 2,380,000. Development began with shipbuilding after the land was purchased from the Indians in 1729. 

By the time of the Revolutionary War, Baltimore was a center of the shipbuilding industry in addition to being a 

major terminal for the export of tobacco and grain. Even today it holds a position as a large trade port and a major 

city for industry, transportation, and education. 

In addition to ship building, industry developed in Baltimore through the manufacture of steel, electricity, vehicles, 

chemicals, military supplies and the refining of petroleum. Leading universities such as Johns Hopkins, Goucher, 

Loyola, The University of Maryland, and Maryland Notre Dame are located here. Baltimore was an important base 

of the Colonial Army during the Revolutionary War, and during the Civil War fierce battles broke out here. The 

lyrics to the American national anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner, were composed at Fort McHenry during the War 

of 1812 with England. At dawn on September 14, 1814, toward the end of the war, Francis Scott Key observed that 

the American flag was still flying over the fortress following a 25-hour British bombardment and was moved to take 

an envelope from his pocket to compose a poem. The poem, which he named, "The Defense of Fort McHenry," 

was published in a Baltimore newspaper on September 20 and was an instant hit with the public. It was later set to 

the melody of a popular British drinking song, "To Anacreon in Heaven", and became a beloved song of national 

pride. It formally became the American National Anthem at the president's suggestion on March 3, 1931, 117 years 

after the poem was written. The phrase in the poem, "Star-Spangled Banner" became one of the names by which 

the American flag is known. The star-shaped brick fortress that was Key's inspiration is preserved as a historic 

monument in the southern part of the city. 

296 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



The city also has the painful memory of being just about completely reduced to a pile of ashes in the famous 1904 

Great Baltimore Fire, but now Baltimore preserves American history everywhere and holds great importance as a 

modern city. 

2. First Koreans in the Baltimore Area 

Kyu Soo Min, the First Korean Resident of the Baltimore Area 
The history of Koreans in the Baltimore area begins with the first Koreans to come to America at the end of the 

Chosun era. Looking at the records of Koreans studying abroad, Chi Ho Yoon was the first Korean to come to the 

U.S. to study, in 1881. He came to America before the Korean-American Treaty of Peace, Amity and Trade was 

signed. Chosun signed the Korean-American Treaty of Peace, Amity and Trade (known in the U.S. as the Treaty of 

Amity and Commerce) in 1882 and sent envoys to the United States in 1883. Kyu Soo Min, a relative of one of the 

envoys, came to the U.S. on September 15, 1983. Min was a relative of the queen's family and registered at Goucher 

College, which opened in 1885 in Baltimore, becoming the first Korean to settle in the Baltimore area. The records 

also reveal that after Yoon, Philip Jaisohn and Kyu Soo Min became students in 1885. This supports that Min was 

the first Korean resident in the Baltimore area. 

Esther Pak, the First Korean Women Doctor 
Esther Pak, the first Korean women's doctor, studied western medicine in Baltimore. She lived for the sake of 

female patients 100 years ago when women couldn't even freely have their pulses taken. In order to save many sick 

people sl;ie pushed herself to the point of shortening her own life, and was a true healer who epitomized the spirit of 

service. 

Esther Pak (1877-1910) had the Korean name, Jeom Dong Kim. She was born to the Kwangsan Kim family. The 

family was helping out in the home of American missionary Appenzeller who was preaching in Korea at the time. 

To the extent that her father was doing odd jobs in a westerner's home, Jeom Dong Kim was familiar with western 

civilization relatively early. When she was ten years old, she went to Ehwa School which was located at Jung Dong, 

Seoul. She was the fourth student to enter that school. Most Koreans did not send girls to school then and her father 

absolutely opposed her going to the school. The clever girl began to display conspicuous results in school. She was 

excellent at language skills and it was not long before she gained command of English and assumed the role of a 

bridge of understanding between Koreans and Westerners. Upon being baptized she changed her name to Esther. 

With an introduction from the Ehwa school principal, Esther became an interpreter. One day she stood alongside 

Dr. Rosetta Shoud as the doctor performed a cleft lip surgery without leaving a scar. Dr. Shoud came from the U.S. 

as a medical missionary. Esther made up her mind to study western medicine and help suffering people. 

Dr. Shoud introduced Esther to Yousan Park, who assisted Dr. Shoud's husband, Dr. Hall, in his medical missionary 

work. Esther married Pak at age 17, taking her husband's last name according to western custom. The married 

couple took the path of studying abroad, following Dr. Shoud when she returned home after being widowed. Esther 

stood out in American high school as well, and before long entered Women's Medical College in Baltimore as its 

youngest student. 

Esther became a medical doctor and returned to Korea. She started working at the Bogu Inn, near the Great East 

Gate, which was set up by King Kojong to be used as a women's hospital. She worked every day and treated about 
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3,000 patients in thefirst ten months. As long as there was a female patient waiting for her, she would not take a day 

off. The following year she moved to Hall Memorial Hospital in Pyongyang. The hospital was established by Dr. 

Should and her husband, Dr. Hall. Esther did not simply wait for patients to come, but instead she traveled all over 

Pyungan and Whanghae provinces, treating patients who did not have the benefit of medicine where they lived. She 

searched for patients even in the cold months of winter, riding a sleigh pulled by a donkey. Esther 's medical activity 

helped her win the battle against superstition. Women in remote mountain areas who had not received the benefit of 

medicine were afraid to show their bodies to a western doctor. If they were sick, they would call a female shaman 

and have an exorcism rather than seek a medical doctor. Esther faced unspeakable abuse but had faith that she would 

save more lives by treating patients. Her success spread by word of mouth to the extent that she became a popular 

doctor. It was said about her that 'the Ghost is displaying its skills in her'. 

Esther fervently engaged in medical services and did not take care of herself. Eventually she contracted 

tuberculosis, the same disease that took her husband while he was supporting her studies in Baltimore. Tuberculosis 

was untreatable at the time and Esther died at age 34 in 1910, leaving behind many female patients. She was born in 

an early Korean enlightenment era and became a doctor with the kind of determination that even men in those days 

dared not consider. Her passion had been for the sake of others in her life and she is a shining example across the 

ages for Korean immigrants. 

On January 13, 2004, Young Chang Chae, chairman of the Washington Korean History Compilation Committee, 

and seven others who were involved in Baltimore area Korean history compilation, went to Pak's grave in the 

Lorraine Park Public Cemetery in West Baltimore. On his tombstone, inscribed along with his name 'Yousan Clairu 

Park', was, 'Born in Korea September 21, 1868, Died in Baltimore on April 28, 1900.' Also inscribed from Matthew 

25:35 was 'I was a stranger and you took me in.' 

Pak's grave was first found and introduced in English by Sunjoo Pang, PhD, an expert on the history of Koreans 

in America. However, this was the first time Korean Americans visited the grave of the first Korean buried in 

Baltimore. Since Pak died in Baltimore before Koreans were allowed to immigrate to the U.S., his is presumed to be 

oldest Korean grave in the United States. 

Pak married Esther outside of his social status in 1893 and him and Esther came to the U.S. in 1894 to study. He 

worked at a farm in New York to support his wife and pay for her tuition believing strongly in her ability to pursue 

medical studies. It was rare for a foreigner to work at a farm in those days. He had a hard time supporting his wife 

for four years with his top knot intact in the unfamiliar land. Sadly, Pak passed away from tuberculosis just 16 days 

before his wife graduated from medical school. According to the memories of Shoud-Hall, who arranged Esther's 

study abroad, after coming to America Pak was determined to support his wife in her studies because he knew his 

English was not good enough for school work. 

Professor Goucher and Goucher College 
The American missionaries who came to Korea for missionary work made it possible for Esther Park to become 

the first Korean doctor in western medicine. Mary Scranton established Ehwa School attended by Esther. The 

opportunity for her to establish the first modem Korean girl's school can be traced back to the Chosun Envoys of 

Young Ik Min and others who visited the United States. 

Dr. John F. Goucher accompanied the Chosun Envoys who traveled across America. He was interested in missionary 

work and supported the appointment of Pastor Scranton, of the American Northern Methodist Church, the pastor's 
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mother, Mary Scranton, and Pastor Appenzeller as missionaries toKorea in 1884. Pastor Scranton came to Korea 

within a month of Underwood's arrival in Korea. Mary Scranton and Pastor Appenzeller came to Korea in June 

1885. The Methodist Missionary Headquarters was located in Jung Dong and that is where Mary bought a piece 

ofland where 20 thatched roof houses were located. She began building a girl's school and women's institute that 

were completed in November 1886. The Korean Empress named the school Ehwa, which means pear blossom, the 

symbol of the Chosun Dynasty. Ehwa Girl's High School and Ehwa Women's University produced many female 

leaders in the history of Korea. Dr. Goucher (1845-1922) had a historic encounter with the Chosun Envoys when 
they travelled together from San Francisco through Chicago to Washington, D.C. by train. 

According to the report, 'The Political Meaning of American Missionary Activities in the Late Chosun' (June 

2001 ), by Professor Hyun Soo Kim of the Danguk University Linguistic Department, the Chosun Envoy members, 

Young Ik Min of the conservative faction, Young Sile Hong of the enlightenment faction and others discussed the 

possibility of American missionary work in Korea with Dr. Goucher, who was the president of a Baltimore college, 

after their visit with President C.A. Arthur on the train touring the west. 

Dr. Goucher was greatly interested in missionary work and education. He was the founder and president of 

Goucher College in Baltimore. Meeting with Young Ik Min and other envoys on the train, he learned many things 

about Korea and showed deep concern and interest. Discovering the possibility for missionary work in Korea, he 
proposed a Korean mission to the American Methodist Overseas Mission Board. He first contributed $2,000 of his 

own money for missionary funds and later added $3,000 more. However, the board did not approve his proposal. 

On January 31, 1884, he sent a letter to Pastor McCray, who was in Japan following 15 years of missionary work in 

China, asking him to personally go to Korea to assess the possibility of opening a mission there. On June 19, 1884, 

McCray and his wife went Korea and opened the road to missionary work. Following this, the missionaries sent by 

the American Methodist Church established schools such as Ehwa and Baejae and helped start modem education in 

Korea. Therefore, modem Korean education can be seen as a gift of Dr. Goucher's Korean missionary efforts. 

3. Influx of Koreans 

There are no records of Korean immigrants during the Japanese rule of Korea from 1909 to 1945. While it is 

presumed that there would have been some Koreans who came to America with American missionaries or with 

assistance from them lilce Esther Park, there is no evidence to support that. It is especially easy to assume that in 

Baltimore, where missionaries lilce Pastor Goucher had deep interest in Korean missionary work and where Goucher 

College was located, that there would have been Korean students who came to study. 

After Japan's defeat in World War II, U.S. armed forces occupied South Korea. The U.S. military government was 

established and the immigration of Koreans was reopened through U.S. military and diplomatic authorities. Those 

Koreans who came to the U.S. were mainly students who came to America during and after the Korean War. In 
addition to the students, there were medical doctors and Korean women who married Americans. According to elder 

Korean Americans in Baltimore, there were no more than 20 Koreans in the 1950s. 

In November 1945, immediately after the liberation of Korea from Japanese rule, Chai Chang Choi came to 

Baltimore with nine other medical doctors for training at Johns Hopkins Hospital. After training they moved to 

Washington and other areas. Charles E. Pang, who immigrated to Baltimore in 1954, indicated that there were about 

10 students, interns, and residents in the Baltimore area at that time. Young Keun Lee, who was a Physics professor 
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at Johns Hopkins University, came to the Baltimore area as a student at Johns Hopkins in 1953. He was a student at 

Seoul National University before coming to the U.S. He graduated from Hopkins in 1956 and earned his Master's 

and Doctorate degrees from Chicago University and Columbia University, respectively. He became a professor at 

Johns Hopkins University in 1964 and worked there continuously for 40 years before retiring in 2004. 

Dr. Henry H. Kwak, who came to Baltimore in 1955, recalled that besides him there was only pharmacist Charles 

E. Pang in the Baltimore area. Bang graduated from Seoul National University College of Pharmacy and came to 

the United States in 1948. He earned a degree from Illinois University and moved to Baltimore. Kwak was born in 

Korea in 1927. He graduated from Seoul National University School of Medicine and came to the U.S. in 1953 to 

receive medical training in Cincinnati, Ohio before moving to Baltimore. He specialized in cardiology and thoracic 

surgery and worked in Toronto, Canada from 1961 to 1965. When his academic advisor was appointed to establish 

a Shock Trauma Center in the Baltimore area, he assisted as a founding member for the center. He also contributed 

to the establishment of the Shock Trauma Center in Seoul, Korea, visiting there twice since 1990. He thought to 

establish a shock trauma center in Korea after suffering the loss of a friend who was hospitalized in Seoul due to a 

simple accident, but who died because there was no shock trauma center. He thought that his friend could have been 

saved if the air bubble that went to his brain following a punctured lung had been removed. Lacking this simple 

treatment caused the death of his friend. He personally knew Young Hoon Kang, then Prime Minister of Korea, and 

met him to discuss the need for a shock trauma center. Kang introduced Kwak to Jeong Soo Kim, then Minister of 

Health and Social Services. The officials in the Ministry of Health and Social Services visited Baltimore several 

times and they established the shock trauma center in Korea. 

Hee Rhin Yoo and Young Hee Lee, husband and wife medical doctor, and Ok Kyung Park, PhD, came to live in 

Baltimore in 1955, like Kwak. The Yoo couple left Busan, Korea in December 1953 and came to Cincinnati, Ohio 

through San Francisco. They interned at Cincinnati Deacon's Hospital in Ohio and came to Baltimore in 1955 at the 

invitation of the Women's Hospital (now GBMC). They worked there for three years. Yoo worked in the OB/Gyn 

Department and Lee worked in the Internal Medicine Department. 

The two doctors married on November 11, 1952 at a wedding hall in Kwangbokdong, Busan, Korea where they 

lived as refugees during the Korean War. Both graduated from Susong Elementary School in Seoul. They married 

for love, not because someone arranged the marriage. Such a marriage was rare in those days. At the time Yoo was 

a student at Seoul National University Medical School and Lee was a student at Sook Myung Women's University. 

Yoo's father, Young Moo Yoo was president of the Bank of Korea and was abducted to North Korea during the 

Korean War. Lee's father, Seung Woo Lee was the first Korean lawyer to obtain a license to operate a law office in 

Japan. He handled cases for Kwang Soo Lee (Choon Won) and Maria Kim, who was involved with the independence 

movement during the Japanese rule over Korea. 

Lee indicated that there were about 10 Koreans in the Baltimore area in the 1950s. She recalled that early 

Korean immigrants had language problems, and they provided free medical services at private homes in areas as 

Arirang Villege, Essex, Dundalk, Downtown, and Lansdowne, where Korean Americans were concentrated. She 

also recalled that about 20 patients were treated at a time and they often treated them until 3 o'clock in the morning 

because they started seeing them after finishing their regular work in the hospital. Lee served three terms as president 

of the Maryland Korean American Association. 

Yoo recalled that they all had language problems in the beginning. They were able to understand English after a 

year or so but faced a difficult life. His wife was pregnant and her immune system became compromised, resulting in 
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a recurrence of her tuberculosis. He also recalled that during his internship, while American interns went to lectures 

at Johns Hopkins University every Saturday, he was stuck as a surgical assistant. 

Ok Kyung Park, an Adult and Pediatric Psychiatry specialist, graduated from Seoul Women's Medical School (now 

Korea University School of Medicine) on July 1, 1954. She came to the U.S at age 24, a little after the Yoo couple. 

She completed her internship at Christian Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri and completed her residency at Union 

Memorial Hospital. Park worked with the Yoos at the Women's Hospital for two years. She married Curtis Koller, 

a psychiatric specialist, in 1957. She has one son and one daughter. In 1995 she lost her husband. As of 2004 she 

was working at Franklin Square Hospital. 

Joo Deok Yoon came to the U.S. in 1954. He received training in internal medicine in the Washington area and 

opened his internal medicine practice in Havre DeGrace, north of Baltimore. Yoon served as chairman and director 

of the Washington Korean American Scholarship Foundation from 1977 to 1981. He also served from 1996 through 

1997as the first chairman of trustees for the Sejong Scholarship Foundation, which was founded for students in the 

Baltimore area. From thel960s on, Korean American medical doctors and students who earned degrees in other 

areas moved to the Baltimore area and some of them are: Chang Wook Kang, Jong Ryool Kwon, Kwang Taek Kim, 

Kwang Hoon Kim, Ki Woon Kim, Young Joo Kim, Jeong Wook Kim, Chang Ho Kim, Young Sik Moon, Bong Hee 

Park, In Joo Park, Ok Kyung Bae, Ok Ryang Bae, Bong Joo Shin, Sang Kyu Shin, Hyun Seung Shin, Yong Goo Ahn, 
Chang Soon Oh, In Bae Yoon, Soon Ho Lee, Young Soo Lee, Jae Seung Lee, Han Joo Lee, Yun Jeon Chang, Song 

Seok Chung, Chang Nam Cho, Dong Seok Chi, and Yoo II Phil among others. 

4. Formation of a Korean Community 

Old timers in the Baltimore area state that there were about 200 Korean Americans before the full scale immigration 

began in 1969. Many Koreans immigrated to the U.S. between 1975 and 1980 as Korean immigrants obtained U.S. 

citizenship and invited their family members and relatives. 

As soon as the new immigration law allowed Koreans to immigrate to America in 1969, Dolly Cohen, a Jewish 

woman, started an immigration brokerage service for Koreans. Chang Ho Kim, former president of the Korean 

American Association in Baltimore, stated that Cohen contacted him to request contacts with potential Korean 

immigrants. Kim responded that he would be happy to help without any commission. Cohen indicated that this was 

a business and sought help from someone else. Kim later became a pastor. Cohen's immigration service was full 

scale and many Koreans immigrated to this country through her. Cohen offered temporary housing in Baltimore for 

newly arrived Korean immigrants in buildings located at Patterson Park and Greenmount Avenue. 

In 1969, In Jong Choi, Seong Hoon Lee and John J. Chang immigrated to the U.S. and settled in the Baltimore 

area. Choi could drive and he gave rides to Korean immigrants. Sang Sa Chung, Hoon Kim, Ja Yeol Yoo and Hak 

Chan Im came to Baltimore between 1970 and 1972. These Korean immigrants formed a small Korea Town at 

Greenmount Avenue and Park Walls Avenue. They helped each other and picked up new Korean immigrants from 

the airport. They assisted the newcomers in finding apartments and jobs. Those Korean women, who were married to 

Americans, rendered great assistance to newly arrived Korean immigrants and invited them to picnics. The picnics, 

held in 1968 and 1969, attracted about 200 Korean immigrants, half of them women married to Americans. At the 

time there was one Korean church in Baltimore with about 40 members. In 1969, medical doctors and professors in 

the area founded the Korean Social Club with about 20-30 members, including Young Keun Lee, Han Joo Lee and 
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Jae Seung Lee. The club members became old and stopped meeting in 2000. 

1) Founding of Korean Churches 

On the last Sunday in October 1966, ten Koreans held a worship service at the Methodist Church on Lovely Lane 

in Baltimore and founded the first Korean church there. A funeral service was held for Dr. Park, who was drowned 

when his boat capsized. Charles E. Pang, Hak Seo Im, Jin Woo Park, Ok Rayng Bae, Kyung Gap Yang, In Bae Yoon, 

Soon Ho Lee, Yun Jeon Chang and others who attended the service keenly felt the need for a Korean church. The 

deceased had come to the U.S. to study and worked at an American company after receiving his doctoral degree. 

They attendees invited one of two Korean pastors leading congregations in the Washington area to lead the funeral 

service for Park and decided to establish a Korean church in the Baltimore area. They began inviting area pastors 

to conduct a weekly worship service. In September 1967, they invited Pastor Yoo 11 Phil, who lived in Chicago, 

to start the Baltimore Korean United Church (United Church). The United Church rented space from Lovely Lane 

Methodist Church, the oldest church in Baltimore, located at 22nd and St. Paul Streets for their worship services. In 

1972 they moved to Faith Presbyterian Church on the 5400 block of Loch Raven Boulevard. On August 14, 1977, 

they bought an American church on Rolling Road and it became the first Korean church to own a church building. 

Pastor Phil was born in Changjin, South Hamgeung Province, North Korea. He graduated from Kwangju Teacher's 

College and Kyunghee University. After graduating from Presbyterian Theological College in Korea, he worked 

at Seoul Baptist Church for five years before coming to the U.S. to study at Eastern Baptist Theology College in 

Philadelphia in July 1958. He studied at Western Michigan University Graduate School, Princeton Seminary, Union 

Seminary, and Newton Seminary in Massachusetts. While studying theology in Philadelphia, he organized Man of 

God Korean Bible Club at the Philadelphia Korean United Church. He attracted Korean students, medical doctors 

and college professors to the club, including Professor Tae Seong Ahn, who also served as the 2nd pastor for the 

church until he graduated from the Theological College. He went to Indiana and served for a year as an assistant 

pastor at a church there. His last job in Chicago started in 1963 at the Natural History Museum. 

Pastor Phil came to Baltimore in 1967 to become pastor of the United Church after Dr. Jin Woo Park, a surgeon, 

suggested him for the position when Dr. Park attended a conference in Chicago. They had known each other since 

they were in Korea. When Phil was appointed as the first pastor of the church, there were about 20 medical doctors, 

professors and students that were church members. Pastor Phil also worked at the Baltimore City Library from 1967 

to 1973, but as the number of church member grew to over 100, Phil quit his job at the library and became the first 

full time pastor of the church in Baltimore area. 

According to 'With Blessing and Truth and Reverence' (Korean Presbyterian Press), Pastor Chang Deok Choi, 

chairman of the Korean American Presbyterian Association and elder pastor of New Presbyterian Church in Los 

Angeles, came to Baltimore to lead an evangelical rally at the the United Church. He attended a missionary 

conference at the invitation of the Morris Cermlo Missionary Group in San Diego in 197 5. He led evangelical rallies 

in the Eastern United States and Canada. Pastor Phil invited Pastor Choi to lead the special service at his church. 

Pastor Choi called Pastor Phil an honest and hard working individual with a strong feeling of evangelical mission. 

Mrs. Phil was also a seminary school graduate and assists her husband. The United Church has grown continuously 

and the number of church members is about 500. This church is known as one of the mega churches. 

As the number of church members grew, the United Church acquired a church facility on 13 acres west of 
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Baltimore. It has a 600-seat chapel, an education building, and a house for the pastor. The church members started 

a fund to buy their own facility because they had unintentionally caused problems at the American church they used, 

including plumbing problems since some members of the congregation were unfamiliar with the use of toilets. 

After 27 years of dedicated service, Pastor Phil retired in 1994 and became the pastor emeritus. Some members 

left the church to establish other churches, including Bethel Church and Baltimore Church. Once the church had 

500-600 members, but Phil's successor was not considered qualified and the number of members dropped to about 

100. Ki Duk Han, president of Triple C Wholesaler, was president of the Student Group in this church. 

Pastor Phil recalled that the church played a role in community services, helping early Korean immigrants to 

get settled and providing translation services for them in the 1970s when most Korean immigrants had financial 

difficulties. They comforted each other while missing Korea in those days and the members were Christians, 

Catholics, and non believers. Professors Young Keun Lee, Jeong Wook Kim and Daniel Kim were members of this 

church. In December 1974, some of the church member invited Pastor Jong Kwan Chung to establish a Korean 

Presbyterian church, the Baltimore Church. 

2) Growth of Korean Americans and Birth of Associations 

In 1969 the population of Koreans in Baltimore consisted mainly of medical doctors and students but that changed 

as new immigrants came to work in other professions. Some Korean immigrants came to work as auto repairmen 

even though they had not worked in that profession in Korea. Some of them got fired instantly because they were 

unable to even change a tire. Some had other problems working as repairmen and their dismissal cases were handled 
in Court. Bong Joo Shin, a professor of Towson University, interpreted one case in the Court and felt the need to 

form a Korean American Association in the area. 

Shin and Hoon Kim, Sang Sa Chung, Seong Hoon Lee, and John J. Chang worked hard to collect information 

about Korean Americans to form the association. Lee and Chang each later served as president of the association. 

They were unable to obtain the Korean church directories and had to use telephone directories for the Baltimore 

area to identify Korean Americans. They then contacted them by phone to make sure they were Korean Americans 

and identified about 360. Between 1968 and 1970, 30-40 Koreans lived in the neighborhood east of Patterson 
Park. Many of them came from Daegoo, Korea. Some Koreans lived in the Essex area. Other Koreans, who came 

through Vietnam or Germany, got settled in the Glenn Burnie area. At that time the immigrants came without their 

families and invited their families later. In March 1972 the Korean Association of Baltimore, the predecessor of the 

Korean Association of Maryland, was founded and had its first general meeting at Towson University with about 

100 Koreans participating in this meeting. Professor Daniel Kim ( deceased) of Coppin College became the first vice 

president of the association and Ja Yeol Yoo, Sang Sa Chung, Jong Wook Huh and others became officers. 

There are mixed opinions about Bong Joo Shin, founder and first president of the association. He left for Korea to 

be a professor at Seoul National University and an advisor at the Ministry of Agriculture in Korea. Some criticized 

him for failing to be responsible to the association, but he responded that he had vice president Kim to stand in as 

president of the association before he left. Some criticized him because he lived both here and in Korea, and he was 

regarded as not an immigrant but as an outsider. It is true that he contributed to Korea by providing information 

acquired here in the U.S. He has lived here about 50 years but he did not get U.S. Citizenship. He established the 

Korean American Business Research Center at Towson University and invited distinguished individuals from Korea 
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to attend conferences. He maintains ties with the Korean government. 

Shin was born in Busan, Korea in 1930. He graduated from Busan University where he majored in Economics. 

He came to the U.S. to study and went to Georgetown College in Kentucky before receiving his Masters' and Ph. D 

degrees from Ohio State University. He married Young Ae Im when they were at Ohio State University. After Im 

received her Ph. D degree, she got a job at the Geriatric Research Center under NIH in 1964. The couple came to 

Baltimore and Shin became a professor in the Economics Department at Towson University in 1965. 

During the time Shin was in Korea, he taught and worked as an advisor to the Korean government. He arranged for 

Young Sam Kim, chairman of the opposition party against President Jung Hee Park, to receive an honorary Ph. D 

degree from Towson University in 1974 because he was impressed by Kim's democratic movement. The honorary 

Ph. D degree was the first given to a foreigner in the 160-year history of Towson University. Kim later became 

President of Korea, but Shin was given a hard time by the Park government for arranging the honorary degree. 

The newsletter issued by the association (president: John J. Chang) on November 5, 1984 provided the following 

events: 

October 20, 1971 - Kyu Hwan Kim, Sang Sa Chung, In Jong Choi, Doo Man Chung, Ja Yeol Yoo, Hak Chan 

Im and others gathered at John J. Chang's home to discuss and agree to the establishment of the Korean American 

Association. 

November 20, 1971 - John J. Chang, Bong Joo Shin, Hak Chan Im, In Jong Choi, Sang Sa Chung, Doo Man 

Chung, Yi Bong Park, Hak Kyu Lee, Jay W. Khim, and others gathered at Ja Yeol Yoo's home to decide the date of 

the inaugural and general meeting. They also decided to appoint John J. Chang as president of the inaugural meeting 

and Bong Joo Shin as first president of the association. 

March, 1972 - The inaugural meeting was held and the constitution of the association was adopted. Bong Joo Shin 

(Professor ofEconomics at Towson University) became the first president and Daniel Kim (Professor of Coppin State 

College) became the vice president. The second general meeting was held at Coppin State College and Daniel Kim, 

who was vice president and acting president, was elected president. Chang Ho Kim became vice president. Daniel 

Kim created closer relationships with local governments. Under his leadership the association had its first picnic for 

Korean Americans in the area with several hundred in attendance. Most were employees of various businesses and 

they had a hard time getting together. 

On September 10, 1972, Six Korean women including Hale Kim, founded the Korean American Women's 

Association, which later became the Maryland Korean American Women's Association. Jeong Sook Lee became the 

first president. The association had a dinner party for elderly Korean Americans at the Odenton fire station in 1991 

and the dinner party became a yearly event for the association. The association started to collect funds in 1992 to 

build an apartment building for elderly Korean Americans and they collected over $50,000. However, they couldn't 

obtain a permit from the authorities, so they put the money into a CD. 

3) Korean Catholic Church in Baltimore 

The Baltimore Korean Catholic Church was established and had its first mass at an American Catholic church in 

1972. Father Yong Hyo Kim was appointed as the priest for this church in 1988. On October 1, 1989, the church 
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obtained St. Bernard Chapel. On October 12, 1997, the church acquired a building for its own chapel located in 

Woodlawn area. The building has offices for the priests, fellowship rooms and a hall for about 90 people. 

5. Growth of Korean Community (1970s) 

1) Relocation of Concentrated Korean community 

The first wave of Korean immigrants came to Baltimore starting in 1969, through immigration broker Dolly Cohen, 

lived in apartments and homes arranged through Cohen, and started their new lives here. These early immigrants 

lived on 33th Street, and in the Greenmount, Essex, Dundalk, and Patterson Park areas. 

In the mid 1970s, the Korean immigrants moved to apartment complexes located at Northern Parkway and McLean. 

Arirang Village, a Korea town, was formed in that area. As they became settled financially in the latter 1970s, many 

of them moved out to suburban areas where schools were better. Some of them bought expensive homes in Towson 

and Timonium in Baltimore County and were intent on a good education for their children. Starting in the 1980s, 

some Korean Americans moved to the Glen Burnie area south of Baltimore. 

According to the 1980 Census, there were 1,775 Korean Americans in Baltimore City. Considering that 1,059 

Korean Americans voted for the president of the Baltimore Korean American Association in 1980, it is estimated that 

there were over 10,000 Korean Americans in the Baltimore area, including the counties surrounding the Baltimore 

City. The Korean community has grown steadily with the Baltimore Korean American Association and the Baltimore 

Korean American Business Association, which was founded in 1975. 

2) Relationships with the American Mainstream 

Chang Ho Kirn served as president of the Baltimore Korean American Association for the third and fourth terms 

from February 1974 through February 1976. Jong WookHuh was vice president, Myung Ja Choi was the executive 

director and Sang Sa Chung was director in Kim's third term. Eui Woong Shin was vice president, Sang Sa Chung 

was executive director and Seung Yeop lee was director for Kim's fourth term. 

The association had an office on the second floor of the building housing Far East Foods (an oriental grocer) . . 

Many Americans in various fields were appointed as advisors for the association including Pattern Mitchell, a federal 

congressman, Mary Adams, a city council member, James Wheshire, president of Towson University, Carlton 

Johnson, editor in chief at The Baltimore Sun, and Richard Bright, a professor at Coppin State College. 

The association published the Korean Directory, which contained about 500 Korean families. It was estimated that 

about 5,000 Koreans were living in the area at that time. There was only one church, the Baltimore Korean United 

Church. There were very few businessmen, among them Kyung Ho Chang and Ki Seop Im, who operated wig 

stores. In 1972, John J. Chang opened a Korean grocery store and a travel agency, Sun Travel. 

The association showed Korean movies in conjunction with the Korean Information Center. The officers of the 
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association donated the money to buy a movie projector. They showed the movies at Northern Parkway Junior 
High School once a month to the delight of about 200-400 Koreans. The association invited singers from Korea and 
held performances twice. Some famous singers like Patty Kim, Hyun Mi, Myung Sook Han, and Young Nam Cho 
visited Baltimore to perform. The association had tennis and volleyball contests and many Koreans participated in 
the games. It also had picnics for members in the spring and fall. The association issued newsletters quarterly. 

In the 1970s, the Baltimore Korean Students Association was formed with Se Hee Lee as the first president. In the 
fall of 1974, a Korean student chorus visited Baltimore and performed on TV on Channel 2, providing a program 
to introduce the Korean traditional harvest festival, which is observed on the 15th of August according to the lunar 
calendar. 

3) Establishment of Korean Community Service Center and Elderly Center 

In 1976 Eui Woong Shin was elected president for the fifth term and it was the first time the members of the 
association voted. Shin and Young Soo Lee were the candidates for president. 
Young Hee Lee served as the first woman president of the association during the sixth term. She was reelected for 
the seventh term and the 14th term. She has served as president of the association three times. When Chang Ho Kim 
initially recommended her to work for the Korean community she did not have command of the Korean language. 
She had been raised in Japan and was not a fluent speaker of Korean. The second election was held to elect the 
seventh president and Lee won the election against Jang Hoon Chung. Lee served for the association, Korean 
Community Service Center, and Senior Association. 

In 1977 there were approximately 10,000 Koreans in the Baltimore area and about 10 Koreans started grocery 
businesses. Many Koreans lived in Arirang Village, which was located north east of Baltimore. They also lived 
along Loch Raven Blvd, and near York Road north of Baltimore. Some lived in the Essex and Dundalk areas 
southeast of the city and others lived in Reisterstown northwest of the city. 

In 1977 William Shaffer, mayor of Baltimore, proclaimed Korean day, and the Korean Festival was one of the 
city's events held by minority nationals. Koreans began to participate in these events with Jews, Italians, Chinese, 
Poles, Irish, and Germans. The Baltimore Korean American Association registered as a non°profit organization 
with the state government and established a senior center for elderly Koreans. To support the elderly Koreans, the 
Korean Community Service Center was also founded in 1978. The community center hired employees to serve the 
community. 

Dr. Young Hee Lee decided to provide medical services to Koreans and her medical team provided the medical 
services free to Koreans in the Dundalk area one week and in Reisterstown the next week. Many Koreans received 
medical services from her. Her medical team had dinner together after their regular day of work and they began to 
see patients in the evening. They treateq patients until after midnight on some days. Lee established a scholarship 
fund and provided scholarships to Korean students. 

In 1978, the Baltimore Korean American Association andJoon Seong Kim, president of the Business Association, 
held a seminar on the education of children. Representatives from 51 nations participated in a general meeting for 
minority nationals held in Baltimore County. The president and five vice presidents who attended the meeting had a 
dispute and all left in the middle of the meeting except Young Hee Lee, one offive vice presidents. A Korean baseball 
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team visited Baltimore and the team had a game with the Baltimore Korean baseball team. For the Independence 

Day (August 15) celebration, there was a soccer game for Korean teams in Baltimore. 

4) Korean Business Stores Robbed Due to Heavy Snow 

Jong Ryool Kwon became the 8th president of the association in 1979. Tae Jin Chung was vice president, Bok 

Soon Kim was executive director, and Hale Kim was treasurer. It was estimated that there were over 10,000 Koreans 

in the area at this time. The main businesses for Koreans then were clothing stores, wig stores, and grocery stores. 

Many Koreans lived in the Parrying Parkway and Essex areas. Once it snowed a lot and several Korean stores were 

robbed. Kwon was unable to work for the association for some time because his clothing shop was one of the affected 

businesses and it took time to reopen the store. Kwon was able to reopen the store with a loan in the amount of 

$65,000 from the Small Business Administration. It was at this time that President Park was assassinated on October 

26, 1979. Before this happened, Kwon was also vice president of the U.S. Korean American Association. He issued 

a statement to protest the removal of Young Sam Kim from the Korean government. Han Mo Koo, president of the 

U.S. Korean American Association, was visiting Korea and was forced to replace Kwon. Upon President Park's 

assassination, the American media wanted to interview representative Koreans in the area. All but Kwon refused to 

be interviewed. The officers of the association raised the issue that Kwon looked happy when he was interviewed 

regarding President Park's assassination. In response, Kwon submitted a resignation letter to the board of trustees 

but they refused to accept it and so Kwon stayed in office to fulfill his duties as president for the term. 

The association and Cheon Seok Huh, president of Korean Business Association, initiated a bilingual program 

run by Kyung Sook Chun. Five bilingual teachers including Hyun Kwang Choi and Hwang Noh taught English to 

students in ten area schools. 

5) Korean Businessmen 

The first Korean businessman was Kyung Ho Chang, who retired from his job as an information officer at the 

Korean Embassy to the United States and opened a wig shop. Koreans began to open small businesses because they 

had lost their jobs due to hard economic times. When it was learned that they could make more money operating 

their own small businesses, other Koreans resigned their jobs to start businesses of their own. Korean businessmen 

helped African Americans start wig shops so they, too, could enjoy the financial rewards from such businesses. 

Many Koreans operated grocery stores and carry out restaurants because they could start such businesses with a 

small amount of money and limited English. As they made money they changed to other businesses like liquor 

stores, dry cleaners, clothing shops, or beauty shops. 

As the population grew, so did the number ofKorean businessmen. In 1974 they wanted to have a Korean Business 

Association to exchange information with each other. Kyung Ho Kim, John J. Chang, Chong Kuen Kim, Frank 

Chang, Choong Nam Lee, Jang Hoon Chung, Young Ho Boo, Ho Seol Park, Dae Yong Shin, Kyung Ho Chang, 

Seok Man Kang, Cheol Woo Lee, Gong Jik Im, and others met several times to discuss this. Mrs. Frank Chang is a 

medical doctor who had served as vice president of the Korean American Chamber of Commerce in Los Angeles. 

She contributed her experience with the Chamber of Commerce to help form the association. John J. Chang became 

chairman of the group responsible for promoting the association. 
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On February 11, 1975, the Maryland Korean Business Association was formed and the inaugural meeting was held. 

Jang Hoon Chung became the first president and Jong Keun Kim, Frank Chang and Young Ho Boo became vice 

presidents with Ho Seol Park serving as executive director. At that time there were about 40-50 Koran businesses 

in the area and the main business was wig shops. There were 20-30 Korean wig shops. Yeon Hwan Nah had a fish 

store at the Lexington market and there were about 10 grocery stores operated by Koreans in the area. Seung Yeol 

Chung started the first grocery store and Keun Taek Chun, Si Man Kim and others worked at Chung's grocery store 

until they opened their own grocery stores later. Chung began as an auto repairman when he immigrated to the U.S. 

in 1973. He later operated a school bus company. The officers of the association estimated there were approximately 

4,000-5,000 Koreans in the Baltimore area then. Oriental grocery store or Korean restaurants like Bamboo House (Il 

Sun Chang), Far East Grocery Store. (Hwang) and Seoul Restaurant (Cheol Woo Lee) began operating then. Some 

old timers recall that Dr. Noh opened the first oriental grocery store on York Road in 1970. 

The association made an effort to introduce Korean culture to the community. It tried to have all Korean business 

stores close on Chu Sok, Korean harvest festival day and New Year's Day, which respectively fall on August 15 and 

January 1 by the lunar calendar. However, the business stores did not observe the holidays. The association sent a 

Korean peasant music group and a children's choir to the parade to celebrate 200 years of American Independence 

in 1976. About 60 participants had to practice for about 2 months to participate in the parade in Dundalk, Baltimore 

and spent about $4,000 to buy the instruments and uniforms. They also suggested that Jeong Moon Suh of Virginia 

move to Baltimore to organize the Koran peasant music group for the parade. 

The number of Korean businessmen in Baltimore increased to about 400 in 1977. Grocery stores, auto repair 

shops, and carry out restaurants were the main businesses for Koreans. With the growth of Korean businesses, the 

association began to protect the rights of small businesses. When John J. Chang became president, the main Korean 

businesses were grocery, carry out, dry cleaner, gift stores, and wig shops. Chang introdu.;ed Blue Cross/Blue Shield 

group health insurance to Koreans in May 1977. 127 business owners joined in the beginning and by year's end the 

number had grown to more than 200. 

In 1978, Ho Seol Park became president of the association at the suggestion of those who were concerned about the 

declining enrollment in the group insurance plan Chang initiated. It was estimated that there were 130-140 Korean 

businesses but they reported to the insurance company that there were about 180 such businesses. It was difficult to 

get the 80% of the businesses to enroll in the plan as required. Park visited each Korean business and managed to 

keep the group health plan. In that year Hale Kim opened the first Korean CPA office in the area. 

In1979, Cheon Seok Huh was president of the association and through the SBA loans he helped small business 

owners who were affected by the heavy snow. He helped about 50 Korean small business owners receive loans from 

the SBA. On February 25, in addition to the general meeting, some officers of the association held a separate meeting 

to resolve some disputes that they feared would divide the association, but they were able to resolve the disputes. 

In 1982 Joon Seong Kim was president and he personally visited each Korean business owner to gather information 

for a directory. The directory listed about 700 Korean businessmen involved with the operation of 56 kinds of 

businesses. Kim hired a full-time employee for the association and had 650 businessmen join one of the two kinds 

of group health insurance. He had a contract with the Pepsi Cola Company for a rebate program for members. About 

500 Korean businessmen participated in a seminar on how to avoid being robbed that was held by the city police 

department. Kim began to help poor people in Korea and established a sisterhood relationship with the Korean Sung

Shim Nursery School in Seoul. 
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In 1984 Soon Hyung Kang was president and the number of Korean business owners grew to about 1,0O0. In 1985, 

the association's ten-year history was published. Rak Ki Min was the publisher and In Wook Ben Hur was the editor. 

6) Korean Churches 

In 1966 the Korean United Church was founded and the church membership grew as the number of Koreans grew. 

Pastor Yoo 11 Phil retired and Chang Ho Kim became the pastor and changed the name of the church to New Life 

Presbyterian Church. The congregation enlisted the services of Pastor Jong Kwan Chung and established a branch 

church. The branch church became the Baltimore Church and Young Seop Lee became pastor, developing it into a 

mega church. Later, Bethel Presbyterian Church was established and Sang Bok Kim, a department head at Washington 

Bible College, became the pastor. This church became the largest church in the area. After Pastor Kim moved to the 

Halleluiah Church in Korea, Junior Pastor In Sik Shin went to Bethel Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles. Pastor 

Shin turned Bethel Presbyterian into a mega church in the west. Young Seon Song, another junior pastor at the church, 

established Phillip Church in Columbia, Maryland. Bethel Presbyterian Church has a contract with American Radio 

Bible Class which publishes, 'Our Daily Bread'. The church translates 'Our Daily Bread' into Korean and publishes 

over 100,000 copies all over the world. Pastor Chang Eun Chung established Glen Burnie Korean Presbyterian Church. 

Pastor Dong Yeok Cho works for the United Methodist Church. Pastor John Kim works for the Korean Methodist 

Church of Love. These pastors lead the area Korean churches and serve the .Korean community. There are about 80 

Korean churches, including The Living Water Methodist Church and the Baltimore Full Gospel Church in the north, 

and In-Amen Presbyterian Church and Jerusalem Presbyterian Church in the south of the city. 

Baltimore Korean Presbyterian Church 
In 1974, Pastor Jong Kwan Chung, Young Kyun Kwon, Jae Seong Kim, Sang Hwan Chung, Seok Young Cho, 

Hyung Beom Huh, and others established Baltimore Korean Presbyterian Church. 

In the beginning they rented space from Abbot Memorial Presbyterian Church, an American Church, located at 

Eastern Avenue and Bank Street, for their church services. Later they built their own church in Lutherville. Pastor 

Sang Hak Kim replaced Pastor Chung and Pastor Young Seop Lee replaced Pastor Kim. 

Baltimore Korean Methodist Church 
Pastor Young Hoon Cho established the Baltimore Korean Methodist Church in May 1974. The church rented 

space from American Methodist Church in Glen Burnie for their church services. Later the church moved to Wilson 

Memorial Methodist Church on University Parkway near Johns Hopkins University. The church started the first 

Korean language classes and taught Korean language and culture to the children of early Korean immigrants. In 

1978 the Baltimore Korean School began to offer Korean language courses at Coppin State University for second 

generation Korean immigrants. 

6. Korean Community Settled (1980s) 

As the Korean population in the Baltimore area grew starting in 1980, Koreans united as they had in other 

communities to form active organizations. The organizations in the area ran well and harmoniously and were envied 

by organizations in other areas. 
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The Korean community was originally formed by students but in the late 1970s many Korean immigrants arrived 

here with developed professions and gradually stopped participating in community activities. Small business owners 

formed one group and those who worked for American employers formed another group. There were some problems 

between the two groups but later they realized the need to assist each other and united. 

The Korean American Association, Korean Business Association, and Korean Community Service Center 
Up until the 1980s, the KoreanAmericanAssociation, Korean Business Association, and Korean Community Service 

Center were well-run organizations that had favorable reputations in the United States. After this, disagreements 

among leaders caused numerous problems. 

After presidents Young Hee Lee and Jong Ryool Kwon, who were not self-employed, the presidents of the Korean 

American Association were small business owners. When Lee was president she established the Korean Community 

Service Center, which provided various services to the community. Some complained that Lee focused more on 

activities for the center than on the association. She explained that for the long term interests of the Korean community 

it was necessary to focus on the center, especially to obtain grants. 

The Korean Business Association published its 10-year history book in 1985. It initiated a group health insurance 

program with Blue Cross/Blue Shield and arranged for rebate programs with wholesalers. It had $5-60,000 for 

operating funds and the salary of the executive director. However, it could not maintain its operations and became 

an organization in name only. 

Pastor Chi Bon Chang had served as executive director for the Korean Community Service Center for a long time 

when he left the center to establish Eden Korean Methodist Church. Chang Ae Bae became the center's executive 

director. The center had problems with seniors in the Korean community who lived in the Bell Tower Apartments 

that were run by the city government. The city decided to directly manage the apartment complex and hired Ki Mo 

Nam. The city established a senior center in the Greenmount area and the Korean Community Service Center was 

closed. 

Korean Radio Broadcasting and Activities of the Korean American Association 

The election for president of the Korean American Association became an important event as the Baltimore area 

population grew. For the ninth president in 1980, Jang Hoon Chung and Ok Hyun Yoo were candidates for president 

and vice-president against John J. Chang and Bok Soon Kim. 1,059 members voted and the Chung/Yoo ticket won 

with 753 votes. 

Chung previously had been the first president of the Korean Business Association. He negotiated with the department 

of transportation in Maryland to allow Koreans with English language problems to pass the driver's license test as 

long as the applicants could read the traffic symbols. 

The Association had full time employees who trained the applicants and took them to the DMV for the examination. 

Many Koreans obtained driver's licenses through the association. 

The association started a weekly broadcast to provide information to area Koreans. The first radio broadcast was 

during Chung's term as president. However, when his term expired, the officers and trustees of the association 

decided to give the program to Yong Chan Pak, who was naid by the association to be responsible for the program. 

310- History of Korean Americans in the Washingtonnat too to . 



With this, the Washington Korean Broadcasting System was created. 

The officers of the association participate in the walking programs held each year by the city and they provide water 

bottles free to each walker. The association tries to promote a positive image of Korans in the area. Chung served 

as president for a ninth and tenth term. 

In 1981 Henry Kim opened the first CPA office. Kim graduated from Yon Sei University in Korea and later 

received a Master's degree in Accounting from Syracuse University. He worked for an American company as a 

manager in the accounting department and now has an office in Baltimore and another in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

He has customers from Washington, D.C., Maryland and Virginia to New Jersey and New York, assisting them with 

business administration. Kim published a guide to operating small and mid-size businesses and it helped Koreans 

set up and operate them. For ten years he hosted programs on current news and economic reports on the Washington 

Korean Broadcasting System. He was one of the founding members of the Korean department at the University 

of Maryland, Baltimore County Campus. He assisted the Maryland Korean American Association, the Baltimore 

Korean Business Association, Baltimore Korean School, the Sejong Scholarship Fund, and many Korean Churches, 

in registering as non-profit organizations with the Federal government. 

A general meeting, which was supposed to be held in December 1981, was delayed until March 20, 1982. At the 

meeting, Ho Seol Park became association president, Eui Goo Koh became vice president, and Tae Seop Kwak 

became executive director. Park had been an Army officer in the Korean Army and he came to Aberdeen, located 

northeast of Baltimore, to receive military training in 1955. He came to the U.S. again to receive communications 

training in New Jersey in 1957 and so he was familiar with American life. He served in Vietnam and immigrated to 

the U.S. in 1970, settling in Baltimore. Many Korean technicians who worked in Vietnam came to this area through 

him. Park graduated with the first class ofHeungnam Technological School in North Korea. He came to the south 

during the Korean War and his last job in North Korea was as a metal engineer with a lumber company. He served in 

the Korean Army as an officer and worked as an interpreter for 14 years. When he got out of the military, he worked 

for the Korea Overseas Development Corporation. One of Park's duties was to select about 2,000 technicians to 

send to Vietnam. He studied metal engineering at University of Michigan for one year and then came to Baltimore 

where he settled permanently. 

Park concentrated on crime prevention and activities for youth groups. Because many Korean immigrants had English 

language problems, they were often the recipients of mistreatment. Park sent Korean interpreters, including Si Won 

Kim, to each police station to resolve any problems involving Koreans. He led the movement to participate in American 

politics and encouraged Koreans to register to vote. In those days there were limited locations for voter registration and 

so he took application forms to unregistered Koreans, helped them to fill out the forms and mailed them. 

here were rumors that some Koreans had taken political funds and used them for their business. At the request 

of the association, TV Channel 13 produced a program with Attorney Seong Mi Suh and Pastor Chi Bon Chang 

that explained the circumstances. There were other rumors that needed to be clarified, including that Koreans were 

exempt from income taxes when they received money from a mutual finance association, the Korean government, 

or Rev. Sun Myung Moon. 

The association was looking for land to have a Korean park, cemetery, and association building and found about 

100 acres north of Baltimore County. The asking price was $250,000 and the association's board decided to start 

a fund to raise the money. They were unable to collect even $50,000 and gave up on the plan. Some individual 
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Koreans attempted to buy the land but also decided not buy it. 

The name the Baltimore Korean American Association, which had branches in each county, was changed to the 
Maryland Korean American Association when Jang Hoon Chung was president. However, when Ho Seol park 
was subsequently elected he changed the name back to the Baltimore Korean Association because the association's 
activities were possible only in the Baltimore area. 

In 1982 the association held demonstrations in front of the White House and Japanese Embassy, joined by Chinese 
protestors, against the justification of Japan's role during the World War II. The association began publishing English 
newsletters for the second generation Korean immigrants to provide information about the Korean community. Heh 
Kyung Park, an attorney and daughter of the association president, issued 'East West News' that provided news of 
the Korean community and Korea. The newsletter was published quarterly from 1982 through 1984. The newsletter 
carried an interview with Dae Jung Kirn, who was exiled in Washington at the time. With the board's approval, the 
association joined the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People to improve relations with the 
African American community. 

Advancement of Korean Media 
Koreans in the area obtained information from the mutual finance associations, Korean churches and the Korean 

media. In the early days of immigration in the 1970s, the Korean daily newspapers came by air to the U.S. where 
they were copied and distributed. A section carrying local news was also inserted. Later the newspapers were 
transmitted via satellite systems and they are now published locally and daily. 

The news of Baltimore was written by one reporter or branch manager who worked for Korean newspaper companies 
in the Washington area. In 1983 In Wook Ben Hur was appointed as an editor of the Baltimore Section for Washington 
Dong Ah Ilbo, and the section was published regularly. Huh distributed Dong Ah Ilbo daily in the Baltimore area in the 
early 1990s, but it did not last long. In the Washington area, Choong Ang Ilbo and Dong Ah Ilbo were discontinued 
and only Han Kook Ilbo (The Korea Times) continued. The Korea Times has a branch office with a director and 
several employees. The Baltimore section of the paper appears three or four times a week. The Korean Times has a 
contract with the Sun and the daily newspapers are distributed daily to subscribers. The Baltimore section increased to 
five or six times a week representing the growth of the Korean community in the Baltimore area. 

2) Korean Society in the Area 

Sang Oh Joo became the 12th president of the association in 1983 and initiated a campaign to collect membership 
fees for the association. In Wook Ben Hur was director of the education, culture and information division, and 
the two men visited the Lexington Market, Bel Air Market, Cross Market, Hole Inns Market, North East Market, 
Raphaet Market and other markets where many Korean business stores were located to appeal in person for payment 
of the membership fees. They also collected the names and addresses of Koreans from Korean churches and other 
organizations. The association hired students as part-time employees to contact all Koreans to confirm the information 
gathered. The association then mailed letters to all Koreans in the area to their verified addresses, asking them to 
pay the membership fees in the enclosed return envelope. They issued a Korean business directory where business 
owners could advertise their businesses. $10,000 of the profits from the publication of the directory, plus an equal 
amount donated by Choo, was put into a fund for an office for the next term of the association. 
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The association introduced Korean traditional cultures to area residents. On May 8, 1983, the association, together 
with the Korean Times, held a performance for area Koreans at Eastern High School. Joo 11 Lee, Yong Lee, Eun Hah 
Lee, Yeon Ja Lee and others performed. From May 28 through May 30, 1983, the city police department held an 
international festival at the hmer Harbor where the association's members sold Korean food and participated in the 
event with other minorities. On the harvest festival day, August 15th on the lunar calendar, they had Korean cultural 
activities like seesawing, playing shuttlecock, and dashing. It was a good chance to show the Korean traditional 
culture and to enjoy fellowship with one other. At that time ordinary Americans knew about Korea only through 
situations connected to the Korean War. The association distributed English translations of newspapers published in 
Korea to local libraries and borrowed movies from the Korean Information Center to play there as well. It had a New 
Year's Eve party at the Convention Center in the city that was attended by Korean Ambassador Byung Hyun Yoo 
and Mayor William Donald Shaffer. Many American politicians also attended the party and the association began 
to get into the American mainstream. 

On September 1, 1983, a Korean Airliner flying to Seoul from New York was shot down by Soviet military jets, 
killing 269 passengers and crew. The Soviets claimed the Korean plane intruded into their territory. The association 
had an emergency meeting with the trustees and presidents of other Korean organizations and decided to demonstrate 
against the Soviet brutality. On September 4 they gathered in the parking area of Memorial Stadium downtown and 
began a car demonstration. Each car carried a black banner and the cars drove through downtown to Route 295, the 
Baltimore-Washington parkway, to the White House and finally to the Soviet Embassy. The association issued a 
statement protesting the barbarous act. Choo passed away suddenly while Hang Seung Lee was president of the 19th 
term, and the association held his funeral service, with all past presidents donating money for a marker for his tomb. 

Triple C Wholesaler 
lnApril 1981 several college graduates, including Ki Duk Han and Hee Seok Kim, established a wholesale business 

to support the many Korean grocers already in business in the area. Times were difficult for about four years due 
to the lack of experience and insufficient assets. They worked very hard and lived in the building that housed the 
company. Within 10 years the wholesaler had $30 million in sales. They started in Shinkel Lane and moved to a 
larger space on Loch Raven Blvd. in 1988, moving again to a 45,000 square-foot warehouse on Patapsco Avenue in 
February 1998. There are about 70 employees working there, including 15 sales people. 

3) Participation in American Politics 

John J. Chang, president for the 13th term, reopened the association office on Belvedere Avenue. On June 24, 1984, 
the League of Korean Americans was created to protect human rights and to encourage participation in American 
politics, with Young Hee Lee appointed as chairperson. The league had fund raising campaigns and encouraged 
Koreans to register and participate in voting. 

Participation in American politics would have better protected the Koreans but they seldom participated, in part 
because not many Koreans were U.S. citizens. An individual may apply for citizenship after holding a permanent 
visa for five years (three years if you are the spouse of a citizen). However, many Koreans were afraid of the 
citizenship exam and did not apply. Of those who became citizens, some did so in order to invite their parents and 
family members to the U.S. Others obtained citizenship so their children could enter mainstream society or so they 
could obtain jobs at public offices or military organizations. To become a naturalized U.S. citizen, Koreans had to 
give up their Korean citizenship. Some Koreans with real estate in Korea don't want to become U.S. citizens. Others 
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want to return to live in Korea one day and cannot give up their Korean citizenship. 

At one time there was an indication that Social Security (SSI) benefits would be reduced or eliminated for people 
with permanent visas. Some seniors applied for U.S. citizenship, saying that the U.S. federal government is providing 
better support than their children. They receive monthly SSI benefits from Social Security. Those seniors were able 
to live on the federal and state assistance without any help from their children. Social organizations and churches 
supplement their government income with food and clothing. 

As second generation participation in Korean community activities and the movement to obtain U.S citizenship 
was supported, some Korean organizations held workshops to prepare applicants to take the citizenship test. On 
September 1, 1984, Harry Hughes, state governor, proclaimed Korean day with Donald Hutchinson, a Baltimore 
County Executive, and held a Korean festival. On this day, president John J. Chang and his wife wore traditional 
Korean king and queen attire and led a parade in an open car through the city. 

The association held a demonstration on the first anniversary of the downing of the Korean Airliner. Chin Hee Lee, 
minister of Korean Culture and Information Ministry, donated 3,000 Korean books. The association tried to donate 
them to the Baltimore Central Library but the library did not accept them and so the association kept the books in the 
office for Koreans to read. The association news letters were published in both Korean and English and were issued 
five times. The association invited Korean singers to perform at a fund raiser with profits donated to the United 
Korean Language School that had been founded by the association. 

4) Korean Hall 

Young Hee Lee, who had served as president during the 6th and 7th terms, also became the 14th president. Tae S. 
Sung, Jae Neung Kang and Bok Soon Kim became vice presidents. 

During the 6th and 7th terms Lee operated the Korean Community Service Center and had programs in health, 
education, and recreation for seniors. Grants from the city government and Korean organization were cut back and 
it became difficult to keep the center open with donations from individual Koreans. It was uncertain whether that 
the association would be able to operate its office. Without the center there was no place for senior Koreans to meet. 
It was necessary to have a Korean Hall, and Lee was determined to see that one was created. The Korean seniors in 
the area collected bottle caps to participate in a contest held by the Pepsi Cola Company. They won first place and 
received $10,000, which they donated to the Korea Hall fund. A former president left $10,000 for the fund and the 
Korean Business Association had about $50,000-60,000 from the operation of group health insurance in addition 
to a monthly income of $4,000-5,000 from the operation of the insurance program. The Korean Association of 
Maryland, Korean Community Center and Korean Business Association attempted to acquire a building for their 
offices with $10,000 each as a down payment and grants from the city government to use for repair of the building 
with the loan to be repaid in equal sums by each of the organizations. 

The Business Association thought that the Korean Association and Service Center lacked a regular income 
and insisted that they show how they planned to repay the loan . before they could buy the building. The Korean 
Association and Service Center insisted that they should buy the building first and find a way to pay the loan later. 
Young Hee Lee bought the building with her own money asked the Business Association to occupy a portion of the 
building. The Business Association paid its share and moved in. 
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According to the management report of Korean Hall, the down payment was $30,000. They spent $11,034 

to renovate the first floor and $24,350 for the second floor. They paid $1,291 monthly for 11 months for a total 

of $14,203 and spent $4,502 to transfer the property title. They also incurred other expenses in the amount of 

$3,683. All these payments were made from a fund consisting of $20,002 from the Korean Association, $18,100 

from the Business Association, $15,000 from the Service Center, $12,500 from Young Hee Lee, $25,000 from the 

city government, $8,125 from donations and $1,759 from profits from a fund raiser. The opening ceremony for the 

hall was held on June 22, 1985'. 

In 1986, Yoon Taek Shim and In Gook Hong won the election against Bok Soon Kim and Myung Gon Kim, and 

became president and vice president, respectively. Boo Seop Yoon and Hale Kim were added as vice presidents. In 

Wook Ben Hur became the executive director. The Korean Hall building was old and needed constant repairs. The 

building has been renovated from the basement to the second floor and the offices have been equipped with decent 

furniture. The Hall has been used for meetings and association events, with seminars and cultural events increasing 

accordingly. Harry Hughes, then Maryland Governor, attended a Korean picnic and proclaimed Korean day. 

5) Unification Church and Korean Community 

There were relations between the Unification Church and the Korean Community in the area, but the rumor that 

Sun Myung Moon of the Unification Church gave money to Korean businessmen to operate their businesses in 

African American community made Koreans unhappy. Whenever they had a presidential election for the association, 

the candidates were accused of being connected with the Unification Church. When Yoon Taek Shim was the 

president of the association, Pastor Dong Hyun Oh, who was involved with the Unification Church, donated $10,000 

to the association. When Shim published the Korean directory he remarked that Pastor Jae Hee Lee, who was also 

involved with the Unification Church, tried to pay all the expense for the directory but Shim would not accept it 

because of oppositions from members. Most association members are Christians and would not accept money from 

the Unification Church. The Unification Church had numerous activities for Koreans who came from North Korea. 

Some attended them and many candidates for president or officers of the association were misperceived as followers 

of the Unification Church. 

6) Growth of the Korean Community 

Eun Bae Kim became president for the .16th term and appointed Keon Hyung Lee, Chang Ae Bae, and II Pyung 

Kim as vice presidents. Eun Bae Kim thought the association represented all Koreans in the area and so it should be 

treated as an important organization. He did not visit government agencies or Korean Counselors office but instead 

asked them to visit the Korea Hall to discuss human rights issues. He had Chang Jae Kim, Choon Taek Hong, Kyung 

Hwan Baek, Yoo Sang Chung, Deok Noh Lee, In Tak Lee, Cheol Hwangbo, In Na Koh, Jong Wook Huh, Young Ho 

Yeo, and Young Soo Lee as advisors and a consultant group that consisted of past presidents. 

At this time, many Koreans lived in the areas of Timonium and Camey in Baltimore County, and Glen Burnie 

in Anne Arundel County. In 1987 Curt Shoemock, the mayor of Baltimore, appreciated the support of the Korean 

community in the election. He created a committee of advisors and the president of association automatically became 

an advisor on the committee. Dr. Jae Poong Ryu of Loyola University served as a special assistant to the mayor of 

Baltimore, and the Korean community and city government enjoyed a close relationship. 
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The Business Association (Seong Hoon Lee), the League of Korean Americans (Chang Ho Kim), and the Service 

Center (Young Hee Lee) supported the mayor 's campaign. Young Hee Lee got word from Shoemock that he would 

appoint a Korean for a position in the city government if he were elected. Yoo Sang Chung, Choon Bo Hong and 

Jae Poong Ryu were recommended and Rhu was selected for the position. On April 1, 1988, Rhu began working 

as a coordinator for the census bureau. He resigned from the job when Mayor Shoemock left the city. The new 

mayor, Martin O 'Malley asked Rhu to stay on in an assistant position for the city government, but Rhu submitted 

his resignation on December 27, 2000, so that he could spend him time writing a book and he left the position on 

January 31, 2001. 

The Korean community maintained good relations with the city government in 1988, the year Korea received the 

world's attention because of the Seoul Olympic Games. In fact, there were many Americans who did know Korea 

or where it is located before the Seoul Olympics. The Koreans in the area advertized the Seoul Olympic Games and 

their pride as Koreans grew. 

The 17th presidential election was bitterly contested. The election was held on March 22, 1988, and 2,532 members 

cast ballots. It was the largest number in the history of their elections. Candidate Joon Bin Baek-Se Hee Lee received 

1,320 votes and Dae Soo Byun-Bang Yeol Yoo received 1,100 votes. There were 112 votes that were invalidated. 

Baek and Lee won the election and Baek after a five month long campaign that started in October 20, 1987. 

Mayor Shaffer, who maintained a good relationship with the Korean community, became governor of Maryland 

and brought back the Korean language version of the driver's license exam. He said that most Koreans are highly 

educated and their language problems do not hinder their ability to drive. They also published the guidebook on 

traffic rules and regulations in Korean. 350 Koreans applied for driver 's licenses and took the exam in Korean. 251 

of the applicants passed the exam. 

The association held four seminars on childhood education and invited Dong Kyu Hwang of Takoma, Washington 

( originally from North Korea) to speak. The association needed operating funds, including payments toward loans. 

It tried to import T-shirts and pennants to publicize the Seoul Olympic Games, but due to a cotton fabrics quota 

the shipment could not clear customs. Ki Moon Ban, then Korean Consul General, and another organization had 

Sam Sung share the quota enabling the importation of the souvenirs. They used the profit from the sale of the Seoul 

Olympic T-shirts for operating expenses of the Korea Hall and to support the Korean language school and senior 

association. The association had a liaison office in the Odenton military unit where they provided free medical services 

to Koreans residing in the Odenton area (Dr. Young Hee Lee), translation and other services (Pastor Dal Yong Lee), 

and legal consultation (Attorney Graham). Jeong Soon Hwang donated a speaker system worth about $2,000 to the 

association. The association offered a new car as a prize for the first time in the New Year's Eve party. 

It was reported in the newspaper that the Korean American Association in the Washington Area would divide and 

that a new Maryland Korean American Association was about to be formed. The Baltimore Korean Association had 

served to represent Koreans in the area and was afraid that the newly formed association would overlap its areas. The 

president of association, the president of business association and presidents of other organizations issued a statement 

to protect their organizations and their rights. The new association registered as the Maryland Korean American 

Association. There were some disputes between these two associations but they agreed that the Korean American 

Association of State of Maryland would govern only Montgomery County and Prince George's County and that 

the Korean American Association in the Washington Area would govern all five counties surrounding Baltimore, 

including the city. 
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Cheon Yong Chung and his running mate Hak Won Kim won the election and became the president and vice

president for the 18th term. Chung added Kyung Hwan Chang and In Hoon Chang as vice presidents. Chung 

arranged a visit to Korea for city police Chief Eddy Wood. Someone mentioned to Wood that he would be invited to 

Korea and Wood asked Chung when he would be invited. Chung did not have any plans to have Wood invited at the 

time but he asked Consul General Ki Moon Ban to arrange this for the police chief. When Ban returned to Korea, 

he asked Seoul authorities to invite the Baltimore police chief Wood was invited and visited Korea with one of the 

association's vice presidents, Jeong Soon Hwang, improving the relationship between city police and the Korean 

community. 

19th president Hang Seung Lee operated an airport taxi company at the Baltimore - Washington International 

Airport and served the Korean community for a long time. Lee had relationships with politicians through his business 

and played a role in helping Koreans participate in political activities. Vice presidents Dr. Ki Woong Kim of Morgan 

State University, Seong Cheol Cho and Jeong Soon Hwang assisted Lee. Dr. Kim translated the driver's license 

guide book into Korean. The cooperation between the two organizations ended when the association moved and the 

business association resisted. Other business organizations like grocers' association were created. 

After he served as the 19th president, Lee created the Korean Lions Club and was involved in Korean community 

activities. He passed away in 1996 and the association's second funeral service was provided for him. In 19 84 Essex 

Soccer Team was founded and in 1986 the Baltimore Korean Supermarket Association was founded. On April 

15, 1987, the Maryland Korean Athletic Team was founded and Ok Hyun Yoo, a Tae Kwon Do instructor, became 

director. Seon Kwon opened a jumbo grocery wholesaler in 1988. 

7. Korean Community Divided (1990s) 

According to the Maryland Office for New Americans, the population growth in Maryland began to slow starting in 

1990. However, the number of immigrants in the area continued to grow. In 1986 there were 16,407 new immigrants 

to Maryland and in1997 there were 16,232 new immigrants. An average of 11,453 immigrants came to Maryland 

each year from 1990 through 1995. From 1992 through 1996, immigrants came to Maryland from 174 different 

countries. During this period there were 6,387 Chinese immigrants or 7.6% of the total. Following the Chinese 

in the number of immigrants to the area were immigrants from India, El Salvador, and Philippines. Korea ranked 

5thwith 3,960 immigrants, or 4.7%. 

The Korean community had grown but from 1990 there were many disputes. The Korean community was divided 

between the old timers who maintained the community and the new group. The two groups began to dispute over 

· the misuse of grant money by the Baltimore Korean Service Center. They continued their disputes over the election 

of presidents, advisor positions in the city government, and over merging with business associations. The repeated 

disputes between these two groups divided the Korean community, but as the population of Korean grew various 

new organizations were constantly created and these new organizations helped the Korean community unite and put 

down deep roots in the area. 

In 1992 the Washington Grocers' Association issued a report that there were about 1,400 grocery shops owned by 

Koreans in the Baltimore area. The number was greater than that of the Washington area which was about 1,200. 

The number did not include liquor stores. Many Koreans lived in Howard County and Ellicott City starting in the 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - 317 



1990s. Those with children rushed to move to that area because the area is safe and has good schools. 

1} Korean Organizations Established 

The following organizations were established in the 1990s: 

On January 22, 1990, Pascal Senior Center Korean Branch was established in Anne Arundel County. English class 

was offered every Monday. 

On June 11, 1990, Choongchung Friendly Association was founded. Man Woong Chun became the first president. 

Chun came to the U.S. in 1966. 

On April 2, 1991, Maryland Pastor's Association was founded. The founding chairman was Rev. Hee Taek Han. 

Rev. Yoo 11 Phil became the first president. 16 churches joined. 

In 1991, the Korean American Disabled Association was created in Baltimore. 

On July 21 , 1992, the Maryland Korean Bowling Association was founded. Jang Ho Im became the first president. 

In September 1992, the Korea Times Baltimore Branch Office opened. 

On December 1, 1992, Baltimore Seior College was founded. The school offered English, American and Korean 

history, handicraft and music at 1910 N . Charles Street. The chairman was Rev. Jong Dae Kim. Rev. Thorn W. 
Myung was dean. Eui Shin Lee became executive director. 

On March 1, 1992, the Maryland Social Welfare Center was established. In Ae Lee became director. The center 

offered family counseling, welfare services, interpretation, translation, and English classes. 

On May 15, 1992, the Baltimore Senior Association was formed and Ji Young So became the first president. Senior 

College and the Glen Burnie Senior group supported the newly founded association but the president of the Baltimore 

Aged Group protested. 

In August 1992, the Korean American Youth Union was founded and Won Shik Yoon became the first president. 

Yoon is disabled and was the youngest member of Pyung Tong as well as commissioner of the city welfare office for 

seniors in February 1995. 

On August 26, 1993, the Maryland Korean Rifles Association was founded and Woong Yean Cho became the first 

president. It offered class for mind and body harmony, and protection of life and wealth. 

On March 28, 1994, the Korean Attorney's Association was founded and Seong Kook Chun became the first president. 

On July 28, 1994, the Baltimore Beauty Supply Association was founded and In Sik Shin became the first president. 

On March 1, 1995, the Maryland Korean American Grocer's Association was founded. Jeong 1k Suh became the 
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president. Young Sik Lee became the chairman of the trustees. Yoon Hwan Ha was executive director. Jong Sub 

Park was senior vice president. Jin Wook Kang and Kwang Hee Choi were vice presidents. 

In March 1995, Hyodo (filial piety) Fishing Club was established and Jong Yeol Kim became the first president. 

On March 20, 1997, the Committee for Security of Koreans was formed and Rev. Chang Ho Kim became the 

chairman. 

On March 28, 1998, Baltimore Poongmool Pae (Korean traditional folk music and dance) was established. 

In December 1998, Choeolsigoo (let's enjoy) Club was formed. Jae Hwui Oh became the director. 

2) Korean Community Entangled 

On February 26, 1991, the Baltimore Business Association changed to the Maryland Business Association. The 

business association, together with the Korean association, began boycotting Coca Cola because the service provided 

by Coca Cola was not good enough. However, the Baltimore Grocers' Association (president: Sang Deok Han) 

protected Coca Cola's position and caused complications with the business association and the Korean association. 

On March 24, 1991, Seong Hoon Lee, a founding member of the association, became the 20th president of the 
association. Doo Hwan Chang, Myung Ki Kim and Dong Won Lee became vice presidents. Seong Hoon Lee had 

previously served as president of the Baltimore Liquor Association and Business Association. He was the only 

·candidate and ·became president without an election. His presidency was recognized by a show of hands that some 

election committee members protested by walking out. Lee spent all the money during his term for the operation of 

the association and was blamed by the Korean community when he left office. 

Dae Ho Lee ran for the presidency for the 21st term in 1992. He claimed that he would bring fresh air to the 

existing Korean community. He indicated that he decided to run for the presidency to correct the mistakes made by 

the city advisory committee. He insisted that the committee did not help the Korean community and was harmful 
to the reputation of Koreans. He claimed that those who have vested rights in the community should not run the 

association. 

Lee campaigned for president against Jeong Soon Hwang and Jae Won Park. Of the approximately 3,000 ballots 

cast, Lee got about 1,000 and was elected president. Many church members participated in the election. Some 

disputes occurred in the community because different church members had different views. Lee had to establish a 

good relationship with the churches. Bong Soo Oh, KyungAe Kim and Yeon Soo Byun became vice presidents. The 
officers tried to represent the entire Korean community. 

After the April 29 Los Angeles riot, the association presented the Korean community's position at the regular 

meeting of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and requested cooperation among the 

communities. Lee changed the length of the president's term from one to two years to run the association more 

effectively. As the history got longer and the population grew, the Koreans were divided into two groups, the old 

and the new. Some senior Koreans raised the issue of misuse of grant money, which led the two groups to fight each 

other. On September 29, 1992, the two groups each had a meeting in the Korea Hall. The association had a public 
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hearing in the basement while a meeting was held on the first floor to impeach the president. The two groups clashed 

and the police came to settle the fight. 

The fight continued between these two groups over the position of the city advisory committee. On June 30, Lee 

and his officers met with Mayor Shoemock and accused Jae Poong Ryu, a special assistant to the mayor, of misusing 

his authority and asked for corrective action. These two groups abused each other. Problems with the Senior Center 

and Service Center led the two groups to divide. The two groups clashed face to face at the 21 presidency election. 

Dae Ho Lee became president and claimed that the previous president and officers failed to pay the rent for the 

hall and that they had misused association funds . Seong Hoon Lee, past president, did not show up the inaugural 

ceremony for the new president. 

There was a dispute at the election for president of the Korean Retail Liquors Association. Seong Hoon Lee's side 

had Young Goo Lee run for the presidency but he lost to Moon Joon Kwak by 26 to 13. Kwak worked against the 

referendum bill to license liquor stores, in line with previous president Seong Kil Park. On the other hand, Seong 

Hoon Lee's side formed the Six Days a Week Retail Liquors Association on May 10. Young Goo Lee became 

president and Seong Hoon Lee, Seong Kil Park and Hoon Kim became vice presidents. Cheol Soo In became 

the executive director. These two groups clashed whenever there was an event like a party for seniors or worship 

services with African Americans. 

Korean Advisory Committee for Mayor of Baltimore 
The Korean Advisory Committee for the Mayor of Baltimore was discussed in 1986 when Yoon Taek Shim was 

president of the association. In early 1987 fifteen committeemen, including Kwang Joon Nah, EEun Bae Kim and 

Young Hee Lee, had their first meeting. Mayor Donald Shaffer, who became famous for his development of the 

Inner Harbor, had the committee operating under the mayor's office and president Shim was the chairman of the 

committee in 1986. When Joon Bin Baek was president another committee was formed but like their predecessors 

had just one meeting. 

Seong Hoon Lee was president and the 19 committeemen included Chongsik Tailor Lee, Byung Kook Chang ( 16th 

president of business association), Eui Seop Chung (18th president of business association), Ki Duk Han (president 

of Triple C Corp.), Jeong Soon Hwang (19th vice president of the association), Doo Hwan Chang (20th vice president 

of the association), Jae Seung Kim (Kim's Karate), Jeong Woo Kim (4th president of grocers' association), Won 

Mook Kim (7th president of the seniors association), Jong Hwa Lee ( 9th president of the dry cleaners association), 

Pyung Gook Park (17th president of the business association), Jae Won Park (former president of the soccer 

association), Seong Kil Park (former liquor distributors association), Kyung Sik Lee (trustee of the association), Jae 

Poong Ryu (special assistant to the mayor), Sung Jae Song (president of the oriental grocers association), Chang 

Hwan Chung (14th vice president of the business association), and Byung Yool Chung (former executive director 

of the association). The creation of an advisory committee provided the opportunity for the Korean community to 

be successful by utilizing ideas of the committee members from various fields. However, only those who could 

contribute election funds were appointed. They were more interested in the title than actually doing any work for 

the Korean community. Some pointed out that the move to impeach Dr. Ryu led to a situation where they could not 

do any good work for the community. Dae Ho Lee, then president of association, asked the mayor to dismiss Ryu 

unfairly. The mayor trusted Ryu until he left the mayor's position for state governor's position. Mayor Shoemock 

bought the office building ofTriple C Corp. (CEO: Ki Duk Han), and donated it to the Korean community to be used 

as the Korea Hall. 
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Payment of the Korea Hall Loan and the Association Divided Again 
Seong Kil Park, 22nd president of the association, formed a fund raising committee (chairman: Young Deok Baek) 

in July 1993 to pay back the loan for the Korea Hall. It paid the loan in the amount of $18,350 and completed the 
renovation project with the money left from the $23,000 raised. Attorney Jae Min Park completed all necessary paper 
work pro bono and the renovation work was done by Woong Yeon Cho and others for just the cost of the material. 
Seong Kil Park ran for president of the association on the platform of uniting the divided Korean community. 
However, Park faced internal problems when his two vice presidents, Kwang Seong Oh and Jong Yeol Kirn tried to 
impeach him. On February 5, 1994, Park formed the election management committee. On February 10, Jong Yeol 
Kim and Kwang Seong Oh, vice presidents, issued a statement that the president ran the association by himself and 
claimed that the committee was invalid. Park replaced the vice presidents. 

On March 2, 1994, Pyung Gook Park registered as a candidate for the next president. However, the association 
again formed an election management committee, with Yoon Hwan Ha as chairman. The next day they appointed 
Jeong Sik Kang as chairman. The new election management committee declared that Pyung Gook Park had not 
registered in time and invalidated his registration. Park withdrew his candidacy on March 21 to avoid a dispute. 
On March 27 I1 Pyung Kim was appointed president without an election taking place. Some responded negatively 
and the police came to settle the dispute. The dispute continued, with the officers of the association and election 
management committee leaving the meeting, which resulted in the general meeting being dissolved. Some members 
of the Baltimore Senior Korean Association issued a statement to form a new Baltimore Korean Association but 
Seong Kil Park would not accept the appointment of the new president. 

Nevertheless II Pyung Kim held the inaugural meeting on April, 2, 1994, to begin his two year term as president. 
On June 11 Jeong Sik Kang, the chairman of the election management committee that appointed Kim as president, 
claimed the appointment was invalid because Kim did not pay the required deposit in time and because Kim had 
used association money in the amount of $500 for personal use. Kang delegated his authority to the countermeasure 
committee as of August 1. The countermeasure committee consisted of Young Cheol Yang, Doo Hyun Suh, Moon 
Gap Kim, Cheon II Hwang, Jeong Sik Chung, Hyun Joong Park, Kwang Eung Lee, and Ki Seon Kim. 

The electricity was disconnected at Korea Hall when a $1,600 electricity bill was not paid. Past and present officers 
blamed each other for the failure to pay the electric bill. On August 6, about 50 members who did not recognize Kim 
as president had a meeting in the Korea Hall that was illuminated using car headlights, to approve the establishment 
of the countermeasure committee. Doo Hyun Suh was appointed chairman and Kwang Eung Lee became the vice 
chairman. The Committee appointed previous vice president Gi Young Nam to be the new president. Shortly after 
this Kwang Eung Lee resigned his vice chairman position. 

The association had an emergency trustees meeting three days after the committee appointed the new president. 
They insisted that the committee's action was illegal and that it had promoted the division of the association. On 
August 23, the past and current presidents had a meeting and agreed to re-appoint Nam as president ifhe called for 
a general meeting according to the proper procedures. 

On September 15, a total of 158 individuals including past presidents Seong Kil Park, John J. Chang, Dae Ho Lee, 
Yoon Taek Shim, Ho Seol Park, and Chun Young Chung, together with Jeong Soon Hwang, a former vice president, 
requested a temporary general meeting but II Pyung Kim denied the request saying the papers were incomplete. 
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4) Our Rights by Our Hands 

II Pyung Kim was the first president elected for a two year term. Seung Shik Lee, Seong Hee Kwon and Gook Jong 

Kim were vice presidents. Kim's presidency had a rocky start. He had not considered running for the presidency and 

decided to do so only four days prior to the registration deadline after friends suggested he run and offered to pay part 

of the required deposit. His appointment was challenged and Gi Young Nam was also appointed as president, but 

Nam was not supported by the media and he ceased working as the president leaving the position solely to Kirn. 

While Kim was president, several movements occurred to protect the rights of Korean merchants. The G&A 

Food Market incident happened, the suspect who killed Jae Hwan Lee was surprisingly acquitted, and the plan to 

redevelop Raphael Market was protested. Korean association members held demonstrations to protect the rights 

of Korean merchants. The association had friendly relations with the Jewish community to learn their business 

principles. At that time the population of Koreans in the area was estimated to be about 30,000. The association 

requested that Jin Bae, Consul General at the Korean Embassy, increase the number of Pyongtong members and it 

was increased to 18 in 1995. 

G&A Food Market Incident 
"We do not agree with the unconditional evacuation order! The city government should not override the wishes 

of small businessmen." On August 16, 1994, about 200 Koreans with pickets in their hands shouted in front of the 

city hall. The first massive demonstration by Koreans in the history of the Korean community was held to help Seon 

Chan Park save his G&A Food Market from an evacuation order. An African American church nearby had built a 

day care center and tried to have the market removed through political influence. Park declined what he believed was 

inadequate compensation and the church tried to close down the market while the Parks were working at the market. 

The demonstration proved the real power of the united Korean community, which had been divided and hostile with 

one other. They raised one voice for Park against unfair treatment from the authorities and showed how powerful 

they could be when united. The city was surprised and called for an immediate meeting with Park. The city arranged 

a new place to which Park could move safely. On March 24, 1995, Park moved his business to its current location 

with a considerable compensation. 

Raphael Market Incident 
On June 17, 1994, the city government decided to employ a private company to run the Raphael Market and those 

Koreans who operated their business in the market resisted. The city mailed out letters telling the occupants that 

starting in January of the following year the market would be renovated and managed by a private company. The 

businesses requested that they be allowed to stay open during renovation and that they be allowed to keep their 

businesses in the market. There were 27 stores in this market and 22 were operated by Koreans. 

On September 15, market business owners and presidents of the Korean organizations held a meeting and formed a 

committee to evaluate the situation. Doo Hwan Chang, president of the business association, became chairman of the 

committee. The committee members were all presidents of various organizations. They had a fund raising campaign 

for $25,000 and collected signatures for support. When the Koreans resisted vigorously, Mayor Shoemock formed a 

committee that included some merchants as members. He promised that the city would take action according to the 

decision of the committee and temporally suspended the scheduled December closing of the market. 

On August 17, 1995, the city sent letters saying that the occupants are guaranteed to reoccupy the stores upon 
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renovation. The letter also stated that the market would be closed on September 30 and reopen in the summer of 

1996. The market was to be reopened as Avenue Market. Only a few Koreans reoccupied the market because the 

conditions to reoccupy were difficult. 

Jae Hwan Lee Incident 
Jae Hwan Lee, a 21 year old senior majoring in Computer Science at Towson University, was killed on the way to 

see his friend at an apartment complex in downtown Baltimore on September 2, 1993. DaybonAntonio Nevadem , a 

19 year old, was arrested as the suspect on June 15, 1994. The jurors at the Baltimore Circuit Court ruled that he was 

innocent. Eleven of twelve jurors ruled he was not guilty because the offered testimonies were not in accord. 

The Korean community was angry about the ruling and felt the decision was racially biased. They were surprised 

by what they viewed as the unfairness of the legal system. The association held a meeting about this on August 1, 
1994. Area media provided detailed reports on the trial and the reaction of the Korean community. 

The Koreans held a demonstration in front of the Court on August 2, 1994. Some Americans, including African 

Americans, joined the demonstration that demanded fair legal action. On September 2, 1994, the anniversary of 

Lee's death, about 300 Koreans gathered in front of the library at Towson University to demand a re-trail of the case. 

However, a criminal case cannot be re-tried after the jurors' decision, and can only be appealed through a difficult 

appeal process to the Federal Human Rights Commission. 

On January 15, 1997, the Federal Prosecutors Office closed its 18 month investigation on the case due to lack 

of evidence that there were any human rights violations in this case. On September 20, Federal Immigration and 

Naturalization Service began investigating this case and held a public hearing, but the jurors' decision was sustained. 
Nevadem, the suspect, was not released despite the favorable decision by the jurors. He was convicted of dealing 

cocaine and was sentenced by the Circuit Court to a 3-year jail term on September 21, 1996. 

Towson University presented an honorary degree to Lee's family on December 6, 1993. The university placed a 

commemorative marker on campus for Lee on September 19, 1994. 

5) Election Corruption and a Stable Association 

The election on March 31 , 1996, was Jik Sang Chang and Young Woon Im against Keun Taek Chun and Young 

Deok Baek. In the election, 2,257 ballots were cast and the Chang team won with 1,257 votes. The Chun team 

received 956 votes. Some candidates entertained the voters. Some mobilized the voters. Still others gave money to 

voters for their support. Some involved in this aspect of the election took for themselves the money that was to be 

distributed to voters. One group of ladies claimed the election was invalid and formed a committee asking for a fair 

election. The association failed to pay taxes and its certificate of incorporation became invalid. Because it lost its 

non-profit organization status, membership fees and contribution to the association were taxable. The association 
had hard times due to the aftermath of the election. 

Chang appointed new officers from all sectors to revive the association. He promised that he would make the 

association work for the rights and interests of all Koreans. He kept his promise. He donated $50,000 of his own 

money to pay the association's unpaid bills. He hired a full time employee and kept the office open all the time. 

He repaired the hall and parking areas and initiated new projects for the community. Keon Woo Park, then Korean 
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Ambassador, visited the association and had a meeting with the presidents of Korean organizations in the area to 

discuss the problems facing the Korean community. Accident insurance in the amount of $100,000 was available 

to all members who paid membership fees. This program encouraged many Koreans to become members of the 

association. It established the Maryland Scholarship Fund (later called the American Sae Chong Scholarship Fund) 

for second generation Korean Americans on November 25, 1996. Jong Ha Lee became the first president and 

Ju Duk Yoon became chairman for the fund. On May 4, 1997, Chang held a fund raising golf tournament that 

raised $8,273.25. The Koreans' Security Committee was established and Chang Ho Kim, a past president of the 

association, was appointed as chairman. The committee was responsible for all security issues and the association, 

business organizations and athletic association supported it. The 25-year history of the association was published by 

In Wook Ben Hur, editor in chief 

At that time about 50% of Korean businesses were grocery stores and carry outs, but their numbers were declining. 

The number ofliquor stores (10%) and dry cleaners (15%) was growing. Early Korean immigrants engaged in car 

repair businesses but gradually changed to new businesses targeting Korean customers like Korean restaurants, 

Korean groceries, singing rooms, real estate, insurance, and financing offices. 

On March 15, 1999, the Baltimore Sun paper ran an article reporting that Lotte Plaza would open and providing 

information about Koreans in the area. The article said that the 1990 census concluded that there were 2,369 Koreans 

in Howard County where about187,000 residents lived. Therefore, a little over one percent of the population was 

Korean. The number of Korean students was 823 (3.4%) in 1984 and the number grew to 3,440 (8.2%) in 1999. The 

article continued to say that the county had a good school system that attracted Koreans with children and Korean 

businesses to the area. 

Young Sik Kim Introduces Lacrosse to Korea 
In late 1997 Young Sik Kim went to Korea with Steve Steenerton of the International Lacrosse Association. They 

helped Kyung Hee University start Korea's first lacrosse team. Kim went to Korea with the Gilmon High School 

lacrosse team and the team played with Chunju High School's team, Chunju Shinhung High School's team and Seoul 

High School's team. He helped to introduce lacrosse to Korea. In January 2003 he sent a letter to USA Today and 

had them use "East Sea, Sea of Korea" and "Sea of Japan" together. He is the liaison between Kyung Hee University 

and Johns Hopkins University for the exchange of oriental medicine and western medicine. 

6) Attempt to Unite Business Organizations 

In December1994 the Liquor Association (president: Jong Sub Park), Grocers Association (president: Young 

Sik Lee), and Super Market Association (president: Jeong 1k Suh) agreed to unite in their pursuit of the rights and 

interests of business owners and to improve relations with national organizations. As a result, On March 1, 1995, the 

three associations united to form the Maryland Korean American Grocers Association (KAGRO) through a meeting 

of their founding trustees. The first president was Jeong 1k Suh and the chairman of the trustees was Young Sik Lee. 

Yoon Hwan Ha became executive director and Jong Sub Park became the senior vice president. Jin Wook Kang and 

Kwang Hee Choi also became vice presidents. However, the business association worried that its influence would 

lessen compared with that ofKAGRO and presented resistance. Some members of the former Liquor Association 

and Grocers' Association also resisted. The Korean community again faced divisions. There were many Korean 

liquor stores and grocery stores and the disputes affected the entire Korean community. 

On July 13 1995, the business association held a trustees meeting at which time it decided not to recognize 
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KAGRO, blaming the new organization for causing the divisions in the Korean community. It also denied KAGRO 

an office in the Korea Hall and placed KAGRO 's Committee for Koreans Rights under the business association. The 

business association learned that KAGRO planned to nominate a candidate for president of the business association. 

The method for an indirect election of the president was decided at the June 11, 1996, trustee meeting. Election 

management committee members resisted and all submitted resignations. In early June 1996, those liquor operators 

who resisted KAGRO re-established the Maryland Liquor Association with Kwang Seong Oh as president. On 

November 13, 1996, the grocers who resisted KAGRO re-established the Baltimore Grocers' Association. 

Korean business organizations that should have been united were divided, presenting problems for the Korean 

community. On December 13, 1996, the city ordered a Korean business closed in response to an African American 

demonstration. The Korean Association summoned the presidents of all Korean organizations to discuss how to deal 

with this situation, but the business organizations argued with each other and the meeting ended without reaching a 

decision. The Korean community blamed the business organizations and in response the business association (president: 

Keh Seong Chung), liquor association (president: So Sile Suh), and grocers' association (president: Jong Sub Park), 

had a meeting on December 30, 1996, deciding to put their organizations under the Korean Association in order to 

have one voice for the Korean community. However, some members ofKAGRO disagreed with the decision to unite 

under the Korean Association. On January 13, 1997, the trustees ofKAGRO held a meeting and relieved Young Sile 

Lee, chairman of the trustees, and Yoon Hwan Ha, executive director. These two dismissed officers established the 

Korean American Grocers and Liquor Association of Maryland (KAGAM) on March 28, 1997. Therefore, rather than 

creating a single voice for community businesses, the number of business organizations increased. 

On September 8, 1998, the Maryland Liquor Association (president: Kwang Seong Oh), KAGAM (Yoon Hwan 

Ha), and the Baltimore Grocers Association (president: So Sile Suh), agreed to unite under the business association. 

However, the trustees of the Maryland Liquor Association did not support the decision. On November 30, 1998, 

KAGAM and the Baltimore Grocers' Association united to become the Grocers' Association. Yoon Hwan Ha 

became president and Bong Soo Oh became chairman of the liquor department. KAGRO and the Maryland Liquor 

Association were still independent organizations. 

On January 12, 2000, the Maryland Korean Association summoned a meeting of the presidents of all Korean 

organizations to discuss the business organizations. The attendees agreed to form a committee for the unification of 

the business organizations. The committee members were two representatives from the four business organizations 

including, Pyung Gook Park (president of the Korean Association), Young Deok Baek (chairman of the Senior 

Center), Se Myung Oh (president of the Dry Cleaners Association), Jeong Mok Choi (chairman of the Koreans 

Security Committee) and Seong Beom Lee (special assistant to president of the Korean Association). The committee 

members had different opinions due to their different interests. They were unable to reach a consensus and the four 

business organizations went their separate ways. 

The business association acted lilee the oldest brother among the business organizations, expecting to be the guiding 

voice. However, it changed its title to be a business union and became powerless. After the name change, President 

Yoon Hwan Ha made an effort to revive the organization, but a lengthy trip to Korea in July 2001 undermined his 

efforts. On July 28, 2002, the business union had a regular meeting and appointed Chang Joon Cho as president. 

They also tried to revive the organization but couldn't. The grocers' association and liquor department, which came 

under the business union, slowly disappeared. The Baltimore Liquor Association was run independently for a while 

but it, too, was eventually dissolved. At present only KAGRO is an active business organization. 
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7) Korean Association Building and Korea Hall 

On November 10, 1999, the Baltimore City government acquired the former Triple C Corp. building for $250,000 

and approved its use as Korea Hall by the Korean Association. On March 23, 2000, the city donated the building to 

the association. Mayor Curt Shomock made the gift of the building before leaving office. He asked the association 

to use the building as a community center and stipulated that the building should not be sold for a period often years. 

The building, which was too big for the Korean Association and was not properly maintained, caused divisions 

within the Korean community. 

On July 24, 2001, the association held a trustees meeting where it was decided the building should be returned to 

the city because the association was unable to bear the maintenance expenses. The association, however, did not 

take any steps to return it to the city and the term of the new president began. Jeong Soon Hwang, the past president, 

had spent $15,000 on the community center after the trustees decided to return the building. The money for repair 

of the building was donated by Ki Duk Han. Hwang had failed to pay the real estate taxes for the building, also in 

the amount of$15,000, claiming he was not aware that the money for the taxes had been received. Hale Kim, the 

new president of the association, stopped the public sale of the building by paying the taxes. Kim tried to find ways 

to make use of the building, but decided to sell it and the association office building as well. He planned to use the 

proceeds from the sale of the two building to build a community center in a good location. 

On March 28, 2004, the association held a general meeting and Hale Kim was re-appointed as president. It was 

also decided at the meeting to sell the Korea Hall building. However, those who opposed the sale of the building 

established another association, the Baltimore Korean Association, on April 3, 2004, appointing So Sik Suh to be 

the first president. Most of the members of the new association also belonged to the Business Union or Senior 

Association. In December 2004, Chongsik Tailor Lee became the second president. On August 2004, the Korea 

Hall building was sold to a Korean drycleaner for $200,000. As promised, the money was equally divided between 

the Maryland Korean Association and the city. 

The Maryland Korean Association has tried to sell its office building but the business union and the senior center 

are strongly opposed to a sale. The Korean community continues to dispute this matter. 

8) Korean Entertainers from Baltimore (As of 1996) 

Bok Yeon Chun (29 years old): Chun immigrated to the U.S. with her family when she was 7 years old. She is the 

oldest daughter ofKeun Taek Chun, president of the Korean American Association of the USA. She played the lead 

in the movie 'The Rose of Sharon is in Full Bloom', based on the best-selling book of the 1990s. Chun began acting 

on ABC-TV in 1989 and appeared in the dramas, 'Another World' and 'Up All Night' for NBC-TV. She also works 

as a model for AT&T. 

Hyun Seok Lee (27 years old): Lee came to the U.S. as a high school student in 1987. He graduated from Glen 

Burnie High School, Anne Arundel Community College and the University of Maryland. While he was a student at 

University of Maryland, he was one of the top ten singers in the nation. In January 1993 Lee wrote songs, composed 

music and performed as a one-man band. He recorded the album, 'How to do it?' and became a top singer and 

guitarist in the nation. He was the youngest child of Choon Sam Lee, a former government employee. 

Mi Ri Yoo: In 1986 Yoo won first prize with 'Note ofYouth' at the Riverside Singing contest. As a foreign student 
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she won first prize in a contest for students attending college in Korea. She is tiny but she. has an explosive voice. 

Area people loved her music. She is a daughter of Ki Nam Lee, who operates a liquor store. 

Taek Soo Shin (25 years old): Shin was raised in New York. He is the youngest son ofBong Ho Shin, who operated 

'South River Restaurant' in downtown Baltimore. Shin graduated from New York University and went to Korea. He 

appeared on SBS-TV and played in the dramas, 'Sea Ice' and 'Men and Women in the City'. 

Important Events 

<1991> 

In May Eun Moo Lee became a member of the Market Management Committee with the city government. He 

worked for the rights of Korean businessmen. The city did not collect trash from small businesses. Lee discussed 

the matter with city authorities and the city began to collect the trash of the small businesses. Following this, the city 

council approved an additional $3 million for trash removal. 

On November 18, the State of Maryland set up a sisterhood relationship with Kyung Sang Nam Do (a province of 

Korea). Won Seok Kim, the governor of Kyung Sang Nam Do, visited Baltimore to sign the sisterhood relationship 

with Maryland and to form a committee for the sisterhood relationship. H. Smith, president of Towson University, 

became chairman of the committee. Several Koreans became committee members. The Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry in Baltimore set up a sisterhood relationship with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Busan, Korea 

through Bong Joo Shin of Towson University. The Korean Association had a meeting with Baltimore County and the 

Baltimore Police Department every three months to exchange opinions through a special program. To protect their 

rights and interests, the Koreans who operated small businesses tried to organize a grocery wholesaler. To prevent 

B Green, an American wholesaler, from monopolizing the grocery market, Korean grocers pushed to have a Korean 

wholesaler. Finally, they established the wholesaler Maryland Cash and Carry. 

<1992> 

The Korean baseball team visited Baltimore for a friendship game with Baltimore's professional team, the Orioles. 

On December 12, four members of the Korean gang, Fuck Ching, were arrested trying to rob Mirahk Restaurant in 

downtown Baltimore. They were indicted and all of them were convicted. 

< 1993> 

On April 7, the Baltimore Christian Broadcasting Network (president: Jong Man Lee) was closed after 4 years on 

the air due to financial difficulties. On May 13, three Korean women were arrested for prostitution at Ellicott City 

Massage. In June, Jason Kim (21 years old) made a failed run for state congress as a Republican. The Baltimore 

Sun reported that Kim, from California, was suspicious about his education, experience and status. Kim reputed 

that as a political attack. In July, the Baltimore Athletic team participated in the national Korean Athletic games held 

in Chicago. Twelve officers and 80 players participated and the team won 4 gold medals, 6 silver medals, and 9 

bronze medals, for a 4th place finish. That was the best result in Baltimore team history. On October 29, the Korean 

Association formed a committee to handle emergency situations for Korean businesses because of an increase in 

crimes at Korean stores. In October, the Maryland Women's Club threw a fund-raiser for Korean seniors to build an 

apartment for them. 

< 1994> 

On January 4 Mayor Shomock proclaimed September 4 Tae Kwon Do Day in Baltimore. On January 20, five 
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Korean women were arrested for prostitution at three Korean Massage Spas in Ellicott City, Jessup, and Columbia. 

The image of Koreans was damaged by this. 

<1995> 
Koreans in the area were shocked by the news that two Korean students at Calvert Hall College High School, a 

famous private school in Towson, had committed suicide in unrelated incidents. On January 3, seventeen year-old 

Steve Lee shot himself with a pistol at his home in Severn. On February 7 seventeen year-old Christopher Greenwood 

hanged himself in the attic of his home. He was the adopted child of an American family. On January 5, Doo Hwan 

Chang, president of the Business Association, served as committee chairman for Raphael Market and G&A Food 

Market matters. Presidents of Korean organizations served as committee members. On July 18, the Baltimore 

Senior Association, Hartford Senior Association, and Korean American Senior Association were merged into the 

United Korean Senior Association of Baltimore with Won Jong Kim serving as president and Doo Hwan Chang 

serving as chairman of the trustees. On September 2 Mayor Shomock attended the Senior Center's third Korean 

Day celebration where he promised to prepare a Korean Senior Center office. On September 24 KAGRO decided 

to collect signatures in protest of the Pepsi Cola Company for discontinuing distribution of 16 oz sized products to 

small stores and raising prices on other products. On October 2, Lucky Grocery store was closed. 

<1996> 

On April 28, Governor Glen Denning proclaimed Tae Kwon Do Day in Maryland. On May 9, the Baltimore Soccer 

Association (president: Eui Seop Chung) changed its name to the Maryland Soccer Association. On August 25, the 

Maryland Marine Corp Veterans Association and Baltimore Marine Corp Veterans Association merged after four 

years of separation. October 8, Jumbo Wholesaler (president: Seon Kwon) closed due to debts totaling $1,520,000, 

and was taken over by its largest creditor, Triple C Corp. In November, a friendly group of Koreans and Jews in 

Baltimore was formed and Young Hee Lee became president. The group agreed to have two meetings a year to 

exchange opinions for better community development. On November 10, Baltimore city proclaimed Korean Sports 

Day. 

<1997> 

On April 15, the first Korean wedding hall in the area, Eternal Love Wedding Hall ( owner: Nam Soon Hahm) in 

Glen Burnie, declared bankruptcy. It was $540,000 in debt to 41 creditors and closed its doors on May 4. On May 

18, Korean Sports Day was proclaimed in Maryland. On June 1, the Women's Christian Union (president: In Sook 

Koo) held the first annual hymn contest at Baltimore's Korean United Presbyterian Church. Fifteen teams from 

twelve Korean churches participated in the contest and the Korean American Church of Philippi won first place. 

The profits are sent to youth training programs held in the summer each year by Korean Churches Association. On 

October 9, the Maryland soccer team played the German team to a tie at the Korean Athletic Games in Korea. The 

Maryland team lost the tie-breaker and received the silver medal. Six teams from other countries also participated in 

the games in Korea. The Cheap (owner: Yong In Kim), a Korean department store, was closed. 

<1998> 

On March 8, at the general meeting of the Korean Association, Pyong Gook Park was confirmed as president and 

Se Young Chang as vice president. Park and Chang were the only candidates for office for the 28th term. On May 

25, Memorial Day, the Korean War Veterans Memorial was placed at Valley Memorial Garden. The memorial was 

8 feet high and 10 feet wide with a bronze plate in the center 4 feet wide and 5 feet high. Engraved side by side on 

the plate were the World War II Merit medal and Korean War Merit medal. A picture of a soldier comforting another 

soldier who lost his comrade was also placed there. On November 10, the Korean merchants in the Westside area 
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complained about area development and most of the 70 Korean stores received compensation. 

<1999> 

A dispute erupted concerning misuse of Association money that prevented Korean Association Present Pyong Gook 

Park from calling the regular meeting on time. In May, memorial towers were placed at Meadow Ridge Memorial 

Park and Elk Ridge Memorial Park, the location of many Korean burial sites. The marble octagon towers are 15 

feet wide and three stories tall. The names of the eight Korean provinces appear on the eight sides. A Korean map 

is on the top. On May 8 KNN-News, a Korean news network, opened. The CEO was In Wook Ben Hur and they 

broadcast on FM radio. It later closed due to financial difficulties. On October 2, the Business Association changed 

its name to the Maryland Korean Chamber of Commerce and Industry. In November, the transition team for Mayor 

O'Malley included five Koreans. Se Hee Lee became one of20 team members representing the Korean community. 

Young Sik Lee, chairman of the Korean Security Committee, worked on the public safety division of the team. 

Hyun Joo Kim, vice president of the Liquor and Grocers' Association, worked on the small business division of the 

team, Byung Yeh Chung (clothing business lady, Master's degree in Education) worked on the education division of 

the team and Susan Han (stock broker) worked on the physical fitness division of the team. In November, a liaison 

committee consisting of about 40 current and past presidents of Korean organizations who had campaigned for 

O'Malley was formed and Jong Ryool Kwon became the chairman. However, the Korean Association opposed it 

and the committee was dissolved. Instead it was determined that an advisory committee should be created under the 

Korean Association. 

8. Korean Community Resettled (21st Century Began) 

1) Formation of New Korea Town 

As the new Korea Town in Ellicott City took form in the 2000s, the Korea towns on Charles Street and North 

Avenue in Baltimore City began to fade away. The first Korean supermarket, Lotte Plaza, opened on May l, 1999. 

Along Route 40, Korean clothing stores, stationary stores, travel agencies, photo shops, cosmetics stores, and video 

stores opened. Korean and Japanese restaurants also opened in the area to attract Korean customers. On August 25, 

2001 , the Korean super market Han Arum opened in Catonsville and many other Korean businesses opened in the 

Forty Shopping Center on Route 40. Korean business stores opened along Route 40 for about 7 miles from Rolling 

Road in the east to Bethany Lane in the west. 

According to the business directory published by the Korea Times in 2004, there were about 60 Korean stores 

in this area. They are not only large stores like Lotte, Han Arum, and Besetto Department Store, but also small 

businesses like opticians, clothing stores, appliances stores, bakeries, pc rooms, comic book stores, golf centers, 

florists, auto repair shops, Tae Kwon Do studios and others. The number of Korean businesses would be about 100 

if doctors' offices, real estate agents, insurance offices, financial offices, attorney's offices, and accounting offices 

were included. These businesses deal primarily with Korean customers, but there are also Korean businesses with 

American customers like liquor stores, dry cleaners, bars, Japanese restaurants, candy shops, and service stations. 

2) Current Status of Korean Community 
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Korean Population by Areas 

According to the 2000 Census, there were 17, 344 Koreans in the Baltimore area. The Koreans residing in 

Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County, Baltimore County, Howard County and Harford County represent 43 .4 % of 

all Koreans in Maryland. 

77.8% of Maryland's population is foreign-born. The Korean population in Maryland is 39,113, 56.5% of which 

(17,203) are naturalized U.S. citizens. According to the 1990 Census, there were 30,320 Koreans in Maryland. This 

was the 6th highest among all 50 states in the nation and represents a doubling of the 1980 census data that showed 

a Korean population of 14,783. 

The percentage of Koreans who obtained U.S. citizenship differed from one county to another. In Anne Arundel 

County, there were 3,686 Koreans, 59.6% of whom obtained U.S. citizenship. Harford County had 761 Koreans; 

78.4% of whom obtained U.S. citizenship, the highest rate of the counties. Howard County has the largest number 

of Koreans, 6,013, 39.1% of whom immigrated to the U.S. in the 1990s. In Baltimore County there were 5,114 

Koreans, 37.8% of whom immigrated to the U.S. before 1980. Baltimore City has the smallest number of Koreans, 

1,770, and only 49.5% of them have obtained U.S. citizenship. 

On the other hand, if children with only one Korean parent are included in the count, the Korean population would 

increase to 42,278 in Maryland. There were 4,108 Koreans in Anne Arundel County, the highest number among 

all counties and the Baltimore City area. There were only 422 Koreans in Carol County. nHowever, 250 of them, or 
82%, obtained U.S. citizenship. Baltimore County had 5,358 Koreans; Harford County 965; Howard County 6,376; 

and Baltimore City 1,888. The population of Maryland was 5,296,486 and 518,315, or 9.8%, were foreign-born. 

234,711, or 45.3%, of the foreign-born obtained U.S. citizenship. Of these, 181,504, or 35%, were Asian. 

Command of English 

Among Koreans in the Baltimore area there were only 17.5% of Koreans who could speak English with fluency. 

According to the 2000 Census, there were 16,142 Koreans over age 5 that lived in Baltimore City, Baltimore County, 

Anne Arundel County, Carol County, and Howard County. Of these 13,314, or 82.5%, indicated that they spoke 

Korean more comfortably than English. 

Howard County, which had the largest Korean population in the area, had 5,607 Koreans over age 5, 4,824, or 86%, 

who indicated they had difficulties with English. Carol County, which had more young Koreans, had 725 Korean 

children, 63.7% of whom (462) had problems with English. 2,908, or 85.7%, of the Koreans in Ann Arundel County 

indicated that they used Korean most of the time. The number and percentage of such Koreans were 3, 847, or 

81.6%, in Baltimore County and 1,273, or 74.7%, in Baltimore City. 

Maryland had 36,728 Koreans over age 5 and of those 36,723, or 84.7%, indicated that they use Korean more than 
English. This percentage is greater than that of Baltimore area Koreans. However, 18,974, or 51.7%, indicated that 

they were able to communicate in English. 

Those Koreans in Howard County who indicated they could communicate in English with some limitations were 

31, 102, or 84.7%. Carol County had 235 such Koreans (32.4%). The number and percentage of such Koreans in 
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Anne Arundel County were 1,809 (53.3%); Baltimore County 2,247 (47.7%); and Baltimore city 813 (47. 7%). 

Poverty Rate 
The poverty rate of Koreans in the Baltimore area is estimated at 10.6%. There are 3,647 Korean families in 

Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County, Baltimore County and Howard County. Of these, 384 families were at the 

poverty level. The percentage of families at the poverty level within the Korean community is greater than that of 

the rest of the population in Maryland. The percentage of such families is higher than average in all counties except 

Baltimore City, which had the state's highest percentage of families at the poverty level. 

The poverty rate was especially greater among families with children under age 5, families that had a woman as 

head of the family, and among seniors. The rate of poverty for Korean families in Baltimore City is 16. 7% (18.8% 

is the county average). The rate among Korean families is 11.4% (2.5%) in Baltimore County; and 9.9% (2.5%) in 

Howard County. In Anne Arundel County the rate of poverty for families with a female head of household is 35. 7% 

and 26% of single families are at poverty level. In Baltimore County, the rate of poverty for families with a female 
head of the household is 34.0%. In Baltimore City, 44.4% of households between age 55 and 65 are at the poverty 

level and 39.3% of families with a female head of household are at the poverty level. In the city, 59.5% of single 

Koreans are at the poverty level. In Howard County, only 8.3% of families with a female head of the household are 

at poverty level and 28.0% of all singles are at the poverty level. 

There are 9,077 Korean families in Maryland. Of these, 878 families, or 9.7%, are at the poverty level. The 

percentage is greater than the poverty level of all families in Maryland. The percentage of families with a head of 

household over age 65 that are at poverty level is 19.4%, which is high. The percentage of families with children 

under age 5 at the poverty level is 10.3%. There were 1,442 Korean families who were receiving welfare benefits in 
1999. The percentage of families with a female head of the household at the poverty level is 22.6%, and singles at 

the poverty level is 38.4%. 

There are 1,368,647 families in Maryland. Of these 83,232 families, or 6.1 %, are at the poverty level. Of these, 

2.6% are families with a husband and wife, 18.4% are families with a female head of the household, and 13.3% are 

families composed of a single family member. The percentage of white Americans at the poverty level is 3 .4%, 

African Americans 22.2% and Asians 6.6%. 

Average Income 
The census showed that the average income of Koreans in the Baltimore area is lower than that of the other people 

in the same area. According to the census reports, the mean income of families in Baltimore City, Anne Arundel 

County, and Howard County is $62,467, and the mean income of Korean families in the same area is $46,683. 

The mean income of Korean families in Howard County is $53,199, which is the highest in the Baltimore area. 

The mean income of Korean families in Baltimore City is $45,145, in Anne Arundel County it is $44,426, and in 

Baltimore City it is $43,958. The percentage of Korean families at the poverty level in Anne Arundel County is 

8.4%, in Howard County 9.9%, in Baltimore County 11.4%, and in Baltimore city 16.7%. These percentages do 

not correspond with the mean income in the area. The mean income of all families in Howard County is $85,422, 

in Anne Arundel County $69,000, in Baltimore County $59,998 and the mean income of Korean families is lower. 
One exception is in Baltimore City where the mean income of all families is $35,438 and the mean income of Korean 

families in the city is higher. 
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The census reports show that the mean income of single Koreans in Anne Arundel is $48,333 and only $7,000 in 

Howard County and $6,639 in Baltimore City. We question the accuracy of the reports. 

The mean income of all families in Maryland is $61,876 and that of Korean families is $52,507. The mean income 

of single Korean males is $17,038 and offemales, $10,899. 

Population Change in the Area 
According to the 2000 census reports, the population of Koreans in Baltimore City, Howard County, Anne Arundel 

County and Baltimore County is 16,866. We think that number is far less than the actual number of Koreans in the 

area. It is estimated that the number is twice that in the census if those Koreans who did not participate and those 

who are here illegally are included. 

The census reports confirm that more and more Koreans have moved into Howard County since 1990. The 

population of Koreans in Howard County was 2,154 in 1990 and increased to 6,188 in 2000 - a 187% increase. The 

population of Koreans in Baltimore County was 4,100 in 1990 and 5,249 in 2000 - a 28% increase. During the same 

period the number of Koreans in Anne Arundel County grew from 2,063 to 3,603, an increase of75%. The number 

of Koreans grew from 1,586 to 1,826 or only 15%, in Baltimore City during the same period. 

The population changes in area towns during the same period show increases from 73 to 444, or 508%, in Elkridge, 

froml ,625 to 2,799, or 171%, in Ellicott City, from 696 to 1,608, or 131%, in Columbia, from 49 to 219, or 347%, 

in Pikesville, and from 392 to 806, or 106%, in Cockeysville. 

On the other hand, the number of Koreans has fallen in areas like Dundalk, Essex, Ft. Mead, and Randallstown, 

places where many Korean resided in the past. The Koreans lived near military bases or factories in the beginning 

and later began operating small businesses. They were financially settled and moved to better areas with better 

school systems. 

3) Antagonism and Growth 

The Korean community experienced a contentious start to the new millennium. The antagonism over how the 

association's president operated the Korean Association lasted about two years. Despite the problems, the Korean 

community held an area athletic game for the first time. The Howard County Education Center conducted an 

educational seminar solely for Korean parents and the Korean senior center was opened in Baltimore city. 

Some Korean professional groups were established in the area starting in 2000. One of them, the Korean Resource 

Center, was founded with grants from mainstream American society for the health and education of Koreans. The 

director of the center is Dr. Byung Dae Kim. His wife, Professor Mi Young Kim of Johns Hopkins University, and 

her colleagues at the university provide services at the center. 

The general meeting of the Korean Society of Maryland on April 9, 2000, became a scene of confusion and 

disorder. Jeong Soon Hwang was the only candidate for the presidency. Hwang was appointed president without 

any problems. However, at the meeting some raised the issue of misuse of association funds by former President 

Pyung Kook Park. They raised their voices and blamed each other. Finally, the police came and sent them home. 

Auditors revealed that some of Park's expenditures were improper. Park had favored KAGRO during his presidency 

and some members of the Association were displeased with this. They continued to attack Park but they could not 
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get broad support from the Korean community. On February 19, 2002, the Korean Society of Maryland held a 

trustees meeting and removed Park from the association, but the number of attending trustees was small and most of 

trustees sent proxies. Because of the use of proxies, the trustees' action against Park was also disputed. 

It was pointed out that the association lacked a smooth transfer of power from one president to the other, causing 

disruptions in the association's projects and preventing long-term projects from being considered. The president's 

power is considerable and the officers and trustees are changed whenever a new president is in the office, removing 

any oversight. Therefore, there is no system in the association to stop or redirect the actions the president takes. It 

was common practice that taxes and other bills were left unpaid when a president left office and the new president 

had to deal with them. Some presidents collected funds for specific purposes but then used them to operate the 

association. Nevertheless, these individuals are proud to have been former presidents of association. 

Mayor O'Malley and the Korean Community 
Jeong Mok Choi, Jae Gon Yoo, Keh Seong Chung and others who worked for the election of Martin O'Malley 

as Mayor of Baltimore thought the opportunity had come for Koreans to participate in city government politics. 

They tried to revive the advisory committee in the city government and to put Koreans on various committees and 

in important positions. However, Se Hee Lee, who was a member of the O'Malley transition team, was not helping 

them and Jong Ryool Kwon, who was appointed as the chairman of the advisory committee, resigned to avoid 

confrontation with the newly elected president of Korean Society of Maryland, Jeong Soon Hwang. The opportunity 

for Koreans to participate in the politics of the city government vanished. In December, the Korean Association 

recommended names for the I I -member advisory committee of the city government, but the mayor's office rejected 

the list. It was later learned that the list was denied because it didn't include the Koreans who supported O 'Malley 

in the election. 

Mayor O'Malley did not attend any events of Korean community. Some complained that the mayor ignored 

Koreans in the area. As complaints about the mayor grew among Koreans, 0 'Malley changed his ways and attended 

the Korean festival held in September 2004. 

Birth of Korean American Community Association of Howard County 
On February 25, 2001, the Korean American Community Association of Howard County was established. Young 

Rae Cho became the first president. Se Woong Kim became the chairman of the trustees. Young Sik Lee, who 

was chairman of the safety committee of the Korean Society of Maryland, participated in the founding of the 

Howard County Association and he was highly criticized by other officers of Korean Society of Maryland. The 

association began with the goal of expanding understanding of Korean identity, Korean history, rights of residents, 

and participation in mainstream society. Area Koreans strongly supported the new association that grew into a well

run organization. 

Before the association was founded, the Korean Assembly ofMaryland (president: Jeong Soon Hwang) set up four 

district offices in the counties around Baltimore. Hwang appointed Chongsik Tailor Lee as president of the Howard 

County District, Chan Ho Kirn for Baltimore County, Myung Jin Lee for Anne Arundel County and Chan Young Park 

for Prince George's County. However, this could not prevent the creation of a new association in Howard County. 

On June 13, 2001, the association started the senior program at the Senior Center in Ellicott City. In November 2003 

it opened the Care Line for Koreans that provides consultation and information via telephone. With grants from the 

county government the association hired two full time employees, Seon Goo Lee and Jin Wook Kim. 
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1) Celebration of the Centennial Year of Korean Immigration 

The Korean community in the Baltimore area celebrated the centennial year of Korean immigration to the U.S. 

with numerous activities. On December 5, 2002, the board of Baltimore City adopted an agenda to celebrate the 

centennial year of Korean immigration, which was encouraging to Koreans in the area. On January 13, 2003, the 

Korean Society of Maryland commemorated the centennial year of Korean immigration with a festival on Korean 

American Day. Following the ceremony at the festival, they had speeches and cultural performances to show respect 

to the early immigrants and explain their lives and struggles. On June 21 , 2003, Poong Mool No Ri, a Korean 

Instrument Ensemble, was performed at the Inner Harbor by musicians from many places in the Eastern United 

States. Also at this event were traditional Korean dances and Tae Kwon Do demonstrations. Martin O'Malley, 

Baltimore's mayor, declared this day Korean Instrument Ensemble Day. 

Korean Servants - Soon Jae Lee and Gap Young Park 
There are many Koreans in the Korean community who devoted themselves to the society. Among these there are 

two Koreans whose contributions were reported by area media. 

On September 24, 1995, the Sun daily newspaper carried an article on the front page of the Action Section about 

the good deed done by Soon Jae Lee. He came to the U.S. in 1974 and in 1978 began operating a grocery store at 

Sandtown in the Winchester area. That same year he began to provide drinks at the annual block party and 200 turkey 

dishes at Christmas. He continued this every year and formed a public welfare organization, the Good Samaritan 

Servant, in 1992. In 1994, he donated food worth about $14,000 to poor families. He is a founding member of 

KoAmerican Church of Phillippi. 

Gap Young Park has served as president of the Baltimore Grocers Association, executive director of the Korean 

American Service Center, and president of KAGRO of Maryland. He has taught Korean language and culture to 

African American children at the community summer camps since 1991 to help mutual understanding between 

Koreans and African Americans. The camps continue for both Korean and African American children with the 

Korean Methodology Church of Love (Pastor John Kim). 

Simon Yoo operated a grocery store, 'Sun and Moon' , in the area and he donated the building for a community job 

training center in April 2001 when he moved to California. 

Important Journal 

<2000> 

On April 13, Tak Kim ran for Assemblyman in Sang Ju, Kyung Buk province, Korea but he failed to be elected. He 

operated a clothing business and was the first Korean in the area who ran for an elected position in Korea. 

On June 18, the first Maryland athletic game was played at UMBC with the slogan of 'unity, harmony and 

advancement'. It was sponsored by the Maryland Amateur Athletic Association (President: Deok Choon Kim) and 

about 500 players in eight sports participated. 

On November 19, the Education Department of Howard County held an educational seminar for Korean parents with 

about 300 attending. This event demonstrated the high interest in education among Koreans and the county decided 

to continue the seminar every year thereafter. 
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On December 4, the Baltimore City Council adopted a resolution to issue important notices in Korean as well as 

English. 

On December 7, the Baltimore Korean Senior Center opened. The center has a 7,000 sq/ft space with 3 offices, 3 

class rooms, an exercise room, a kitchen, a hall and parking area. It cost $1,200,000 to build the center. It has two 

full time employees to help Korean seniors solve their problems. It also offers various programs for seniors. 

<2001> 

On March 4, three young Koreans were killed in an auto accident. The victims were Dong Young Kim (19), Justine 

Patalix ( driver, 18), and Jachili Patalix (20). The Patalix brothers were adopted children. Speeding contributed to 

the accident. 

On March 11, the Christian Youth Group was formed by youth in 10 Korean churches and Chang Soo Song was 

appointed as president. 

On April 21, the Baltimore Mil Ahl Missionary Center was established for the disabled. 

On May 1, the Transportation Department and Korean groups explained preferred business programs for Korean 

businessmen. 

In June, the Korean Resource Center was established with Jae Phoong Ryu serving as executive director and Dr. 

Byung Dae Kim serving as director. 

On August 25, Han Ah Reum, a supermarket, opened in Catonsville. 

<2002> 

On March 6, the Howard County Senior Association was established and Chang Je Kim became the president. 

On March 11, White Marsh Blvd., Route 43 north of Baltimore, was named Highway of Korean Veterans by the 

Maryland Department of Transportation. 

On March 19, the Korean American Service Center (Executive Director: Gap Young Park) opened in Glen Burnie 

and began providing health programs for Koreans in the Anne Arundel area. The center was closed in June 2004 due 

to financial difficulties. 

On April 7, at the general meeting, Hale Kim was elected as president of the Korean Assembly ofMaryland. He was 

the only candidate. 

On June 22, the Korea Times began to deliver the paper directly to subscribers. 

On July 8, Pastor Shin Koo Lee was appointed as a coordinator for Koreans in Baltimore's Office of the Mayor. 

The Korean community complained that the position was lower than that of special assistant to the mayor. Rev. Lee 

resigned from this position due to problems with Korean groups in January 2003. 

On July 14, the Maryland Soccer team participated in the National Soccer games held in Dallas, Texas. The adult 
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team won the championship and the youth team took third place. Eight adult teams and eight youth teams from all 
over the country participated in the games. 

On August 1, the Calligraphy Association of Maryland was founded and Hak Won Kim became the president. 

On November 20, a privately run welfare center for seniors was opened on Maryland Avenue and began providing 
services for seniors. 

<2003> 
At the end of January, Eon Joo Lee was appointed to the coordinator position in the mayor's office that had been 
vacated by Rev. Shin Koo Lee. 

In February, area media reported on the Korean language program at Howard County Community College. 

On June 1, the Maryland Chess Association was founded and Baek Nam Kim became president. 

On June 8, the Maryland Four-Season Fishing Club was formed and Hyun Roh Lee became president. 
On June 29, the Maryland Athletic Team won fifth place at the National Athletic Games held in Dallas, Texas. 
Maryland sent 130 players who received 16 gold medals, 16 silver medals and 14 bronze medals. For the first time 
their performance was better than that of the Washington DC team. 

In the fall, UMBC began to offer a Korean language program. 

<2004> 
On January 25, the Korean Scuba Diving Association of Baltimore-Washington was founded and Kwang Ryeol 
Chun became president. 

On January 30, Eon Joo Lee was dismissed from the coordinator position in the mayor's office. 

On March 13, the largest Korean shopping mall, Seoul Plaza, opened. 

9. Koreans Enter Mainstream Society 

The issue of educating children is very important to Koreans. They often state that they immigrated to the U.S. 
because of their children's education. As a result, many of the second generation Korean immigrants are excellent 
students. Korean parents in the area opened Korean schools to teach their children the Korean language and Korean 
identity. Through Korean churches, the Korean language and culture are taught to Korean children. The Se Jong 
Scholarship Foundation was created in 1996 and many organizations like the Dry Cleaner's Association ofMaryland, 
KAGRO of Maryland, and the Maryland Korean Soccer Association send funds to the foundation, which provides 
scholarships to Korean students. More and more Koreans worked as federal and local government employees 
toward the end of the 1990s. Some first generation Korean immigrants worked as advisory committee members in 
various organizations under local and federal governments. Their roles in such positions exerted some influence on 
the Korean community. 
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Early Korean immigrants formed a children's chorus and gave performances at Peabody Hall in 1972 and 1973. 

They paid attention to their children's education and their children have been good stud~nts in response to their 

parents' expectations. 

In 1980, Andrew Kim of Baltimore was accepted to the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis. He was the first Korean 

in the area to go to the Naval Academy. In 1982, Benjamin Kim and three others in the area were accepted by the 

Naval Academy. In 1981, two students, including Peter Cho, were accepted by Harvard University. 

In Wook Ben Hur has participated in Korean community activities since 1983. He was appointed as an advisory 

committee member for police issues by Mayor Shmoke in 1989. He was appointed commissioner of the Human 

Rights Committee in the city government in 1992. The commissioner serves a three-year term and Huh successfully 

served for three terms. In 2001 he was again appointed as the commissioner by Mayor O'Malley, but he protested 

that the new mayor did not keep the promises made to the Korean community during the campaign and resigned the 

position. He asked the mayor to pay more attention to the Korean community. 

In April 1991, two 1.5 generation Korean attorneys, Ae Ran Im and Seung Hoon Yoo, opened the law finn, Lim & 
Yoo. In 1992, Attorney Joan Ho Lee was appointed federal prosecutor and served in that capacity for three years. 

In November 1995, a Korean construction company, Cosmopolitan (President: Seh Woong Kim), located in 

Columbia, was listed in 60th place among fast growing private enterprises in Inc Magazine. The company, established 

in 1972, mainly performed construction and renovation work for U.S. legations overseas. Over the last four years 

ending in 2004, the contracts grew from $219,000 to $5,855,000, an increase of2,574%. 

In 1996, the Se Jong Scholarship Foundation was established and began to award scholarships to Korean students. 

Sang Cheol Doh, a doctor specializing in internal medicine, became administrator of North Anne Arundel Hospital 

in Glen Burnie in early 1996 and served in that capacity for two years. On March 13, 1996, Dr. Won Seop Choi (31) 

of Baltimore was selected as top researcher out of 3 6th research reports judged by the American Heart Association. 

On January 21, 1997, Young Kyung Oh (28), a graduate of Rock Ravens High School, was appointed federal 

prosecutor in charge of criminal cases in New York City. Eun Ji Shin, the valedictorian of his Wood Run High 

School class, graduated from Harvard University with honors. Frank Cho, a Korean cartoonist in the area, had his 

cartoon, Liberty Meadows, carried by the Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, Philadelphia Inquirer and 19 other 

national daily newspapers. Amateur artist Kyu Hyeok Cho, father of Frank Cho, had an art exhibition at Beltsville 

Library in Prince George's county. 

In May 1998, Parris Glendenning, governor ofMaryland, appointed Dr. Young Rak Choi (Human Rights Committee), 

JeongAe Im (Beauty Shop Committee), and Eung Seop Ahn (Dispute Resolution Committee) as advisory committee 

members. 

In March 1999, Sang Woo Oh, a Howard County prosecutor, was appointed executive secretary for the county 

government. 

On February 19, 2002, 11 Hong Park was appointed prosecutor, following Jenny Hong at Baltimore District Court. 

In January 2002, Ki Duk Han, president of Triple C Corp., was elected president of the Maryland Tobacco and Candy 

Wholesaler's Association. On April 3, 2002, Mi Young Kim, a professor at Johns Hopkins Nursing School, was 
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appointed commissioner for the Seniors Bureau of the Baltimore City government. On May 23, 2002, Young Shin 

Chang (15) won a gold medal at the 28th National Tae Kwon Do championships. On October 6, 2002, she won a 

silver medal in the light heavy class at the 4th World Junior Tae Kwon Do championships held in Greece. She was 

the only Korean female representing the U.S. in the contest. She was champion in the light heavy class at the Pan 

Am Youth Tae Kwon Do championships held in Brazil on October 30, 2003, in addition to being named MVP. Yong 

Seong Chang, her brother, was a semifinalist in the middle-weight class at the US Open International Tae Kwon 

Do championships held in Las Vegas, Nevada in 2003. In August 2003, he led the U.S. Tae Kwon Do team at the 

University games held in Dae Goo, Korea. In November 2003, he was champion both in form and sparring at the 

National College Tae Kwon Do championships. Se Young Chang, the father ofYoung Shin Chang and Yong Seong 

Chang, is president of the Tae Kwon Do Association of Maryland. They are a Tae Kwon Do family. 

In July 2002, Tae Oh Song became principal of Cambridge School, a private school in Baltimore, making him the 

first Korean principal in the area. On July 17, 2002, Jenny Hong (36, Korean name: Jin Kyung Hong) was appointed 

to a judgeship. Judge Hong was the first Korean judge in Maryland and the first Asian judge in the state. She had 

been a prosecutor in Baltimore since 1994. 

On April 24, 2003, John Kim of the Korean Methodist Church of Love became a Methodist District Superintendent, 

the youngest in history. On May 31, 2005, Sun Young Keh and Sun Hah Keh, twin sisters, graduated from Milford 

Mill Academy with honors. On June 16, 2003, Chan Soo Chung was appointed commissioner for the Seniors 

Bureau of Howard County. In July 2003, Dae Yong Kim, a doctor of internal medicine, was appointed commissioner 

of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission for Howard County. In August 2003, Eun Joo Lee (34), who 

was Miss Massachusetts, began to appear on the weekend morning news show at WJZ-TV (Ch.13). On October 10, 

2003, Ki Ho Lee was appointed a minority business board member for Anne Arundel County. 

On February 11, 2004, Rev. Thorn W. Myung of the Jerusalem Presbyterian Church became chairman of the 

Council of Korean churches, representing 330 Korean churches under PCA. He served in this capacity for a full 

year. On July 1, 2004, Ki Duk Han, president of Triple C Corp., was appointed a trustee of the state Economic 

Development Bureau. In August 2004, Attorney I1 Song Ahn was appointed to the advisory committee for new 

immigrants in the state. 

10. Inheritance of Korean Culture 

1} Traditional Arts 

Soon Hee Ahn is the first Korean to introduce traditional Korean arts to the Baltimore area. In September 1980, 

she began to teach Korean traditional dances at the Korean school run by the United Methodist Church of Baltimore. 

Since 1990 she has taught dances to Korean children at the Korean school in Bethel Presbyterian Church in Ellicott 

City and at her home. In 1985, Eun Soo Kim joined Ahn to teach dances. Kim formed the Washington Traditional 

Dance Group in 1993 and the group has been very active. In 2001, Hee Kyung Lee formed the Youth Traditional 

Dance Group of Howard County. 

On March 28, 1998, Baltimore Poong Mool Pae, a Korean Instrument Ensemble, was founded. Ki Chan Park 

became its first president. To promote healthy Korean culture in the area, Poong Mool Pae performs at various 

events. On February 6, 2002, Baltimore Poong Mool Pae performed a play at the Ball Room in UMBC. The play 
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was based on an immigrant family's joys and sorrows and was titled, 'Rise the Sun'. Those who watched the play 

were deeply moved. 

In February 2001, Baltimore Poong Mool Pae visited each Korean business and 'stepped the god of the earth', which 

is a Korean traditional ritual. In May 2001, Korean high school students at Mount Heaven High School obtained 

permission from the school to form a Poong Mool club, 'Echo'. Hyo Jeong Lee became the first president. 

Baltimore Poong Mool Pae changed its name to Baltimore Poong Mool Pae Hanmadang and affiliated with other 

associations to participate in the Korean unification movement. It is the only youth group which is cultural and not 

religious. It fills a need that is very important to the Korean community. 

The Korean Assembly of Maryland has held Korean festivals every September since 1977 to promote Korean 

culture in the area. At the Korean festival, traditional Korean dances, a Poong Mool play, and a Tae Kwon Do 

demonstration are some of the Korean traditional customs performed in an open area. Korean food is sold and some 

Korean products are also exhibited. 

The Korean American Community Association of Howard County has held a cultural festival each May since 2002 

to observe Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. The event has been joined by more and more other Asians and 

now the event is for all Asians. Many area politicians and heads of groups attend the festival. 

2)Tae Kwon po 

A Tae Kwon Do demonstration is essential to an introduction of Korean culture. Tae Kwon Do is the Korean 

martial art learned for self defense, discipline, and good manners. It serves as a way to promote Korean culture to 

American society. At a Tae Kwon Do studio, it is common to hear Korean words like Cha Ryea (Attention), and 

Joon Bi (Ready). It is also common to see practitioners greet each other with a bow and following Korean manners 

by using two hands when giving something to others. 

In 1974 the Maryland-DC-Virginia Tae Kwon Do Association was established as an affiliate of the U.S. Tae Kwon 

Do Association. In 1975 the Maryland Tae Kwon Do Association was independently founded. Master Young 11 

Lee became its first president. There were four Korean Tae Kwon Do masters in the area at the time and with the 

exception of John Holloway, an American master who served from 1980-1982, all have been Korean masters. From 

1992 through 2005, Se Young Chang was the president of the association. Kwang Hyun Lee, who served as treasurer 

and executive director, had assisted Chang as vice president for over 10 years. On December 4, 2004, the association 

established a sisterhood relationship with Kwang Ju Tae Kwon Do Association in Korea. 

On June 5, 2004, the Maryland Korean Tae Kwon Do Association was established by Korean Tae Kwon Do 

masters and Jeong Koo Nam became its first president. There are about 700 Tae Kwon Do studios in the Baltimore 

area, 38 of which are operated by Korean Tae Kwon Do masters. 

3) Spiritual Culture 

There are several groups in the Baltimore area that promote Korean spiritual culture. On March 15, 
1997, the Research Center for Oriental Spiritual Culture was established with Myun Ki Kim serving as the 
first president. The members meet once a month to study the doctrines of Confucius. The sole speaker has 
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been Dr. Young Chan Ro of George Mason University and the group published a book based on his lectures. 
Members are reviewing the Analects of Confucius that were the basis of oriental spiritual culture. 

In November 1998, the Cho Eolsigoo Club was founded to study the wisdom and identity of Korean ancestors. 
The first president was Jae Hwui Oh and Dae Hoon Kang was the second president. The club observes 

Korean Foundation Day and holds various cultural seminars. 

4) Movement for the Unification of Korea 

Dr. Daniel Kim, the second president of the Korean Society of Maryland, visited North Korea in the late 1970s. His 

hometown is Won San, North Korea. He had a meeting at the society to report on his visit to North Korea, which was 

criticized by anti-communists. He passed away from a heart attack at age 65 on September 5, 1992. 

On June 3, 1991, North Korean Christian leaders landed at Baltimore-Washington International airport for a visit 

to the U.S. They were welcomed by the Baltimore United Presbyterian Church (Pastor: Yoo II Phil), which provided 

a welcome reception for them. It was the first event in the Baltimore area where North and South Koreans got 

together. 

The Baltimore Korean Youth Group of Love was formed by young people who had helped Seon Chan Park, the 

owner of G&A Food Market, in exercising his rights. They joined in the efforts for Korean Unification with other 

groups in the Washington area. They also participated in the unification movement with other North American 

unification movement groups. They offered lessons in Poong Mool and opened the way for Poong Mool Pae to be 

established in the area. The group was dissolved in November 1999. 

Yong Goo Ahn, Musician for the Unification of Korea 
Professor Yong Goo Ahn, an internationally known violinist, was the only Korean in the Baltimore area selected to be 

listed in 'Distinguished Koreans in a 100-year History', a book that the Centennial Committee of Korean Immigration 

in New York City was preparing to publish. Including Ahn, there were 7 musicians in the list of 102 selected for the 

book. Of the seven musicians, three were former students of Ahn. Professor Hyo Kang of the Juliard Conservatory, 

who is Se Jong Soloist director, was a student of Ahn at Seoul National University. Kyung Hwa Chung, of the Chung 

Trio, was a student of Ahn when she was young. Young Ju Chang (Sarah Chang), a talented violinist, was a student 

of Hyo Kang and her father, Professor Min Soo Chang of Temple University, was a student of Ahn. 

As a musician and activist for the unification of Korea, Ahn contributed to the unity of the Korean community and 

to the movement for the unification of Korea. He made contributions through his music for all of his life. 

Ahn was the fifth of seven sons of Nam KyuAhn, a medical doctor in Won San, North Korea in 1928. His father 

graduated from Kyung Sung Medical School in Korea and Kyung Do Medical School in Japan. He studied TB at a 

medical school in Germany and came to Won San to open the Korea Hospital there. 

Ahn graduated from Seoul National University where he majored in music. In 1954, when he was a teacher at 

Ewha Girls High School and a lecturer at Seoul National University, he decided to study in Europe. He studied violin 

in Germany, Austria and England. He returned to Korea in 1959 and became the director of the KBS symphony 

orchestra and Seoul City symphony orchestra. He also became a professor at Seoul National University. At that 

time, he founded a trio vocal ensemble and a quartet. He also founded 'Yong Goo Ahn string ensemble, the first 

340 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area 



string ensemble consisting of only his students. He presented many performances of the string ensemble in Korea. 

Ahn was designated Professor of the Year by the U.S. String Professors Association in 1986. He was the first Asian 

to receive this designation. In 1968 he received an award from the president of Germany. 

Ahn recalls that there were about ten Koreans he met when he first came to Baltimore in the late 1960s. Most 

of them were professors, pastors, doctors or professionals. Among these was Young Keun Lee, physics professor 

at Johns Hopkins University and the son of Kwang Soo Lee (Choon Won) and Dr. Kwang Yoo, a researcher at 

Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Yoo is the son of Jin Oh Yoo, a popular politician in Korea. In those years, Ahn 

was glad to meet any Asians in the area and he helped early immigrants as if they were his relatives. Alm was the 

founding member of the Korean Association in the Columbia area and served as the association president for about 

10 years. He assisted Koreans with translation and interpretation and helped the Korean community develop close 

relationships with the local governments. 

In the 1970s, Ahn participated in the democracy movement against amending the Korean constitution to allow the 

president a third term, at a time when the military government was oppressing the Korean people. He was interested 

in the unification of Korea and participated in those activities through music. He organized a concert to help Dong 

Ah II Bo, a daily newspaper in Korea, when it was about to close from government pressure. In September 1989, he 

conducted the South and North Korean concert in Washington, D.C. In October 1990, Ahn presented a trio with San 

Diego resident Bang Eun Lee, a daughter ofln Young Lee (deceased, who went to North Korea from South Korea) 

and Pyong Yang resident Min Seop Lee, the son ofln Young Lee, a musician at Bong Hwa Theater in Pyong Yang, 

North Korea. At that time, about 250 Korean musicians from around the world gathered the Pyong Yang music 

festival. Ahn saw North Korean musicians who graduated from Seoul National University in the same year as he did. 

He also saw his teacher Hak Joon Moon, a professor at Pyong Yang University now living in North Korea. About 30 

musicians went to North Korea to attend the music festival there. Jeong Hyun Kim, Ahn's spouse, reported on the 

Pyong Yang festival a(, a correspondent for the Washington Korean Broadcasting Services. 

11. Korean Victims and Dispute between Koreans and African Americans. 

1) Disputes between Koreans and African Americans and Attempts to Resolve Them 

Disputes between Koreans and African Americans have continued since the mid-1970s, when Koreans opened 

businesses in African Americans communities. Cultural differences and language problems only increased 

misunderstanding and distrust. There were rumors among African Americans that the Korean government or the 

American government was providing funds for Korean businesses when, in fact, diligent Koreans worked long hours 

to fund their businesses. African Americans thought they were being ignored by Koreans whose businesses were 

successful and they complained that the Koreans did not give back to the community that provided their profits. As 

violent crimes against Korean merchants increased, Koreans tried to deal with the misunderstanding and as a gesture, 

employed African American assistants. 

In 1978, John J. Chang, president of the Korean Business Association, presented a scholarship in the amount $1,000 

to an African American law student in an attempt to improve relations with African Americans. On February · 11, 

1979, the negative rumors about Koreans were explained through a Sunday live broadcast from Channel 13 TY. The 

association posted anti-crime posters and sent Christmas baskets to the city for the poor. 
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In 1982, the Korean Assembly of Maryland adopted a resolution at their trustees meeting to become a life time 

member of the NAACP, the leading organization of the African Americans civil rights movement. This helped the 

relationship between Koreans and African Americans. 

On November 9, 1984, the officers of the Korean Assembly of Maryland held a meeting with the chairman 

of the Baltimore City Council to discuss ways to improve relations with African Americans. On November 15, 

1984, pastors of Korean and African American churches in the area held a meeting to promote inter-community 

friendships. The officers of the assembly were interviewed by the local Afro-American newspaper and the Evening 

Sun newspaper. 

The following is part of an article that appeared in the Evening Sun about the misunderstandings between African 

Americans and Koreans: 

John J. Chang, President of the Korean Assembly of Maryland, stated thatthere were considerable misunderstandings 

among African Americans about Koreans. The misunderstandings between the two minority groups stem from 

language problems and the growth of Korean businesses, according to E. Burns, President of the NAACP-Baltimore. 

Burns added that African Americans feel that Koreans should pay something back to the society from which they 

profit. Chang disclosed that the Korean businesses in Northeast Baltimore were mostly groceries and carry outs, 

which represented about 70%, and the rests were auto body shops, dry cleaners and clothing stores. 

William Rossen, a police officer, stated that there is a rumor among African Americans that the Koreans were 

allowed to forego paying taxes for the first ten years and that the Korean and American governments were supporting 

them financially. 

Stephen Pace, president of an African American business group, stated that African Americans should not complain 

about the success of other minorities and that everyone in this country should utilize the opportunities provided. He 

added that African Americans should appreciate Korean small grocery stores because they provided local markets for 

those who couldn't travel to other areas to shop. He also pointed out that Koreans operate small businesses that had 

been the target of crime and that the Koreans were willing to work long hours in risky locations when other business 

owners refused. 

The April 20, 1992, riot in Los Angeles showed clearly the dispute between Koreans and African Americans. The 

tension carried across the country and in Baltimore the Korean Merchants and the African Americans clashed. The 

African Americans were repulsed by the thought that Koreans were making money through them but looking down 

on them and not paying something back to the society. The Koreans made an effort to help African Americans 

understand them and improve relations with them. 

In February 1990, a Korean liquor store was ordered closed because of frequent disputes with African Americans. 

The African Americans claimed that Park, the store owner, threatened them with a pistol." 

On June 28, 1992, Mayor Schmoke arranged a joint church service for Koreans and African Americans, but the 

Korean community was divided at the time and members of the Korean Assembly of Maryland (President: Dae Ho 

Lee) and the Korean Churches Association did not attend the service. On June 30, 1992, the Coalition of African 

Americans and Koreans was founded. Its members were leaders of the Korean Assembly ofMaryland and the African 

American community. The purpose of the coalition was to improve mutual understanding through an exchange of 
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cultures. The coalition provided Korean language classes, Tae Kwon Do instruction, and Korean culture classes 

for African Americans. It also established a rumor control system. Dae Ho Lee, president of Korean Assembly of 

Maryland, and Jacqueline Drude, president of Hyattsville Community Center, were co-chairs of the coalition. The 

executive directors were Kyung Ae Kim, vice president of Korean Women's Club, and John Hergrave. 

In 1992, the Blarean (Black+Korean), a golf club, was founded. The purpose of the club was to promote friendship 

between African Americans and Koreans through golf. They alternately sponsored golf games and the profits were 

donated to the Baltimore City Police to buy bicycles for patrols. 

On April 2, 1995, the Council of Korean Christians in the Baltimore area (President; David Y. Sohn) held the first 

church service for Koreans and African Americans in downtown Baltimore. On November 5, 1995, the Council of 

Korean Churches (President: Chun Chong Yoo) held a joint church service for Koreans and African Americans. 

For ten days starting on October 31, 1996, African Americans in the area held demonstrations demanding the 

closing of the Canon discount food outlet operated by a Korean. The demonstrators claimed that outdated food was 

being sold there. The city authorities determined that the store owner did not violate any laws or regulations. The 

area residents took the store owner's side, stating that the outlet sold food at low prices. However, city authorities 

could not calm down the demonstrators and they inspected the outlet frequently. As the result, the outlet was closed. 

The store owner recalls that he refused a request for money made by the leader of the demonstrators that would have 

ended the demonstrations. The demonstrations continued and the outlet was closed. 

On March 16, 1997, the Council of Korean Churches held a Lenten service for Koreans and African Americans at 

the First Apostolic Faith Church ofJesus Christ in downtown Baltimore. From November 14 to December 6, 1997, 

a special African American choir went to Korea to perform, visiting many churches there. The choir was sent there 

to increase understand between the two minorities. 

On January 13, 1998, leaders of the Korean community and the African American community held a meeting in 

the library of Western High School in Baltimore. About 100 leaders attended the meeting to resolve the disputes 

between the two communities. The leaders of both sides recognized that the disputes between their communities 

stemmed from language problems and a lack of contact. The leaders of the African Americans asked for financial 

support for their community as a way to pay something back. 

On April 28, 1998, a leadership and cultural exchange program was offered for Koreans and African Americans 

at the office of the Pastors Association near Johns Hopkins University. About 70 individuals attended the training. 

On April 30, 1998, a town meeting was held by the Baltimore League of Korean Americans. The speaker was 

Congressman Elijah Cummings. At the meeting, the Koreans, African Americans and Hispanics that attended 

discussed ways to improve racial tensions. 

On May 19, 1998, Koreans and African Americans held another meeting, this one at Hemingway Temple in 

the Che,rry Hill area South of Baltimore. C. Miles, who was a popular radio talk show producer, attended the 

meeting with ten supporters. He had attacked the Koreans in his talk show. From the beginning, he blamed the 

Korean merchants. He also laid blame with Melvin Stocks, a city council member, who arranged this meeting. The 

supporters of Melvin Stocks protested strongly against C. Miles, who left the site in the middle of the meeting. On 

the morning of September 22, 1998, on WOLB AM 1010, C. Miles unjustly blamed Mayor Schmoke for his politics 

and for discriminating against women and was dismissed from his job as a result. 
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From November 22 to December 3, 1999, Coppin State University, an African American college, sent its concert 

team to Korea to perform. When the performances in Korea were reported by Vice President Harty, he announced 

that the college was to have a sisterhood relationship with Ahn Yang Sungkyul College and Kyung In Women's 

College in Korea. The vice president also disclosed that the college would open a Korean language course and 

establish a research center for relations between Koreans and African Americans. 

On February 3, 2000, a research center for relations between Koreans and African Americans was established at 

Coppin State College. The first director is Rev. Chun Chong Yoo. The center's main purpose is to develop mutual 

assistance systems through harmony between Koreans and African Americans. Through the center, several Korean 

business groups provide scholarships to African American students. 

The continued efforts made by the Korean community to improve relations with African Americans were relatively 

successful. There are no signs of disputes between the Koreans and African Americans in the 2000s. A few Korean 

merchants had some problems with African Americans, but their problems were due to different business methods, 

not because of any racial differences. 

2) Korean Victims and Struggles to Survive 

Owning a small business and working the requisite long hours is the only path to financial security for poor 

Koreans with limited language skills. Because operating costs are lower there, it is easier to start a business in poor 

neighborhoods, but business owners must risk the higher crime rates associated with many poorer neighborhoods. 

Korean business owners often found themselves insecure about the risks of running a business in the African American 

residential areas, but profits were usually good and they were able to become financially secure in a short time. As 

more and more Koreans opened businesses in those areas, the number of Korean victims of crimes increased. The 

Korean merchants are known to have cash on hand and they become targets of robberies. It is truly sad to see some 

Koreans become victimized just because they to try achieve the American dream. 

Every Korean group has concerns about the safety of Korean merchants and the priority has been to protect them 

from crimes. The growth of Korean businesses corresponds with the frequency of crimes affecting the Korean 

merchants. The groups have made every effort to respond to this situation. Below are some of the Korean victims in 

the area and related stories. The number of victims is much larger if those who were hurt or disabled are included. 

On December 8, 1977, Soon Re Min (37) was killed by a robber. Min was operating a grocery store and became 

the first Korean merchant to be victimized. 

In 1978, Oh (first name unknown) was killed. 

In February 1979, heavy snow stopped traffic in the city. Many small businesses in the city were robbed. Police 

could not respond to the calls for assistance. The Korean business owners were shocked by the situation and they 

began to acquire four wheel SUV s so they could drive in heavy snow. They began to stay in their stores through the 

night when there was heavy snow. 

On November 26, 1980, Boo Yeol Park (49, grocery) was killed. 

On November 29, 1981, Yoon Sin Kim (42) was killed by a street robber. The next day, Keon Yeol Hwang (30, 
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grocery) and Seok Beom Chung, a merchant, were killed in separate incidents. Deok Noh Lee, president of the 

Korean Business Association, bought bulletproof vests and distributed them to Korean business owners after he 

learned that there were about 20 robberies in the area in late 1981. 

On August 16, 1983, Chung Ja Suh (38, general merchandise) was killed. The Korean community was shocked by 

the news that she was killed in front of her young children. 

On December 16, 1985, Chang Man Moon (57, liquor store) was killed. 

On September 16, 1986, Kwangja Christine Choi Kim (35, grocery) was killed. 

On October 21, 1989, In Kyu Choi, a liquor store operator, was killed at home after he won a lottery. Two of the 

three offenders arrested later were Korean youths and the third was a Vietnamese youth. 

October 27, 1989, Kwang Ok Cho (45, grocery) was killed. 

On November 16, 1989, Seon Young Chung was shot to death by J. Jackson, a military police sergeant (27). 

Jackson's motive was to keep Sook Ja Chung, mother of the victim, from filing a suit against him for robbery and 

violence. 

In January 1990, the Christian Business Association (President: Chang Soon Kim) held a seminar on violent crime 

prevention and adopted safety measures for signatures. 

On April 23, 1991, Hae Gak Chung (53, 7 &11 store) was killed. 

On May 28, 1991, the carry out and grocery store operated by Dong Keun Kim was set on fire by four African 

American boys. Three of them were arrested and their motive for setting the fire was for fun. 

On November 6, 1991, Myung Jin Shin (32, restaurant) was killed. 

On November 21, 1991, Myung Bae Kim, the Consul General of the Korean Embassy, visited the Baltimore City 

Chief of Police and requested special protection for the Koreans. 

On July 3, 1992, Seok Hwan Chang (30, grocery) was killed. 

On October 14, 1992, Seong Goo Shin (43, grocery) was killed. 

On August 11, 1993, Choon Taek Gong (31, grocery) was killed. 

On November 20, 1993, Jae Hwan Lee (21, street robbery) was killed. 

On November 20, 1993, Laurence Jones (24), a half Korean student from Maine at Johns Hopkins University was 

killed by two armed robbers. His Korean mother, Yong Ja Jones, appealed for the arrest of the robbers. In 1996, the 

killers were finally arrested but the victim's father had died in 1995 after becoming ill upon hearing that his only son 

had been killed. 
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On February 24, 1995, Ok Moon Chung (49, food market) was killed. 

On January 16, 1996, Bok Soon Kim (41), the spouse ofSeong Ki Kim, was killed. Kim operated Hong Kong 

Imports Beauty Supply shop and he was injured when his wife was killed by the armed robber. 

On April 21, 1996, Jong Suh Park (28), an employee of a food market operated by his brother, was killed by two 

armed robbers. On April 28, 1996, about 70 Koreans and residents gathered in front of the food market to promote 

measures to prevent violent crimes. 

On August 31, 1996, Seong Woong Huh (63, liquor store) was killed by an armed robber and his wife, Kyung Ja 

Won was injured. The killer shot and wounded two Americans who were in their van parked in front of the store. 

About two weeks prior to this date, the deceased had chased away an armed robber using his own pistol. Huh served 

in the Korean Marine Corps and was proud of himself as a Marine veteran. He even had a private Korean Marine 

Corps Memorial hall in a building next to his store. At one time he operated Han Gook Whehgwan, a Korean 

restaurant in Baltimore. 

In 1997, several Koreans were victimized in the early part of the year. On January 20, a shooting incident at a 

liquor store made Korean merchants worry about their safety. On January 21, Yang Goo Yoon (47, liquor store) was 

killed by two armed robbers. On January 23, Won Hee Ma was injured in her grocery store by two African American 

armed robbers. On 27, Chi Seop Kim was killed atA-1 Food Market in the city. 

Koreans demonstrated to protest the crimes and demand better public safety. They held a gathering with area 

organizations for the prevention of crimes on January 30 and denounced the crimes. On January 31, about 150 

Koreans in 65 cars held a parade right after the funeral of Chi Seop Kim, to protest the violent crimes. The cars 

started from Han Woo Ri Cemetery, where Kim was buried, passed by the liquor store where Yoon was killed, A-1 

Food Market where Kim was killed, and continued past the city police headquarters and City Hall. On February 5, 

they held a candle-light memorial service for Kim in front of A-1 Food Market. At this time they also demonstrated 

for the prevention of crimes. 

The Koreans organized groups to deal with measures for crime prevention. On February 18, the Korean Assembly 

of Maryland, the Korean Business Association, and KAGRO jointly conducted a seminar on the prevention of crime. 

The Business Association, KAGRO, the Korean Liquor Business Association, and the Drycleaner's Association of 

Maryland were led by the Korean Assembly of Maryland to form a council for crime prevention on February 27. 

On March 20, the Korean American Community Relations Council of Maryland was established to deal with solely 

with the issue of crime and Rev. Chang Ho Kim, past president of the Korean Assembly of Maryland, became the 

first chairman. 

On November 1, 1997, Byung Wan Park (44) was shot in the abdomen and neck at his Friendly Food Market by 

an armed robber. On November 8, he passed away from his injuries. 

On September 11, 1998, the two suspects in the killing of Chi Seop Kim were acquitted of the crime and the Korean 

community was disappointed and angry over the decision. The jury of nine African Americans and three white 

Americans stated that their decision was based on the testimony being inconsistent as well as a lack of evidence. 

On November 5, 1998, Cheol Ho Kim (75), owner of a large commercial building, was killed. He argued with a 
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construction worker who was repairing his building and the man struck and killed Kim with a hammer. 

On February 9, 1999, the body of Heh Min Lee (18, high school senior) of Baltimore County, who had been 

missing for 27 days, was found buried in the wooded area in Leakin Park in the west of Baltimore. She disappeared 

after school on January 13 on her way home. The crime suspect, Adnan Saide (17), an Afghanistan classmate, was 

arrested on February 28. On March 17, the Koreans and the African Americans gathered in the street near Leakin 

Park to protest violent crime. Nam Hyun Kim, a Korean police detective with the Baltimore Police Department, 

published a booklet in Korean in 1998 and 1999 on how to report crime incidents and measures to take to be safe 

from crime. The booklet also explained how to communicate with the police. 

On November 27, 1999, In Sook Oh (38) was killed in her food market by two armed robbers and her husband, 

Yang I1 Lee (55) was wounded at that time. 

On December 13, 1999, Hyang Sook Lee (27) was hit by a blunt weapon and strangled to death at her apartment 

in the city. 

On February 11 , 2001 , Tina Woo (18, student), was killed at herlodging house in Columbia. The son of the house 

owner (25) was mentally ill and he stabbed Woo and her mother (59) to death. 

Since late 1999 there had been no Korean merchant victim for several years and the Korean merchants were feeling 

better about their security. Then, on October 8, 2003, Kwang Joon Kim, a convenience store owner in Howard 

County, was killed by two armed robbers at the parking lot of a bank where he cashed checks. While escaping with 

the cash stolen from Kim, the robbers were arrested by police. 

12. Past Presidents of Korean Organi~ations 
(The year of establishment is parenthesis. Names are not in the order of seniority) 

Korean Association of Maryland (1972) 

Bong Joo Shin, Daniel Kim, Chang Ho Kim, Eui Woong Shin, Young Hee Lee, Jong Ryool Kwon, Jang Hoon 

Chung, Ho Seol Park, Sang Oh Joo, John J. Chang, Young Hee Lee, Yoon Taek Shim, EEun Bae Kim, Joon Bin 

Baek, Cheon Yong Chung, Hang Seung Lee, Seong Hoon Lee, Dae Ho Lee, Seong Kil Park, I1 Pyong Kim, Jik Sang 

Chang, Pyung Gook Park, Jeong Soon Hwang, Hale Kim 

Maryland Business Association/Maryland Chamber of Commerce (1975) 
Jang Hoon Chung, John J. Chang, Ho Seol Park, Cheon Seok Huh, Seong Deok Park, Deok Noh Lee, Joon Seong 

Kim, Cheon Yong Chung, Soon Hyung Kang, Hak Ki Min, Byung Kook Chang, Seong Hoon Lee, Jae Gon Yoo, 

Doo Hwan Chang, Keh Seong Chung, So Sik Suh, Yoon Hwan Ha, Chang Joon Cho, Bok Young Park, So Sik Suh 

Korean American Community Association of Howard County (2001) 
Young Rae Cho, Soo Song 

KAGRO of Maryland (1995) 
Jeong 1k Suh, Jong Sub Park, Kwang Hee Choi, Jin Wook Kang, Hyun Joo Kim, Gap Young Park 
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Dry Cleaner's Association of Maryland 
Jong Ho Song, Eui Goo Koh, In Hoon Chang, Kwang Young Choi, Hyung Man Cha, Jik Sang Chang, Cheol Don 
Lee, Man Keun Lee, Woo Chang Chung, Se Myung Oh, Seong Woo Lee, Choong Hwui Lee, Young Wee Yoo 

Women's Society of Maryland (1972) 
Jeong Sook Lee, Hale Kim, Kyeon Ja Lee, Seong Ae Hong, Bok Soon Kim, Coil Song, Jeong Ja Kim, Song Ae 
Brown, Myung Hee Chung, Gap Soon Kang, Young Hee Yoon, Jeong Soon Hwang, Jeong Ok Park, Heh Kyung 
Yang, Shin Ja Park 

Baltimore Senior Korean Society 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Jeong Soon Hwang 

Maryland Auto Mechanic Club 
Chan Young Park, Hyun Chan Shin, Yong Min Kim, Chan Young Park 

Howard County Senior Korean Society (2002) 
Chang Je Kim, Kwang Dong Oh 

KoAm Community Relation Council of Maryland (1996) 
Chang Ho Kim, Young Sik Lee, Young Cheol Yang 

Sejong Scholarship Foundation in the U.S. (1996) 
Jong Hwa Lee, Jae Seung Kim, Jik Sang Chang, Seung Gil Lee 

Baltimore Korean Lions Club 
Hang Seung Lee, Ki Woong Kim, Pyung Gook Park, Eui Seop Chung, Kwang Eui Park, Oh Seok Kwon, Jeong Woo 
Kim, Bong Yang Lee, Jeong Kyu Choi, Bok Seong Choi 

Maryland Council of Korean Churches 
Thom W. Myung, Kyu Sik Park, Jong Young Im, John Kim, Eung Seop Ahn, Jong Kyu Shim, Keh Soo Ahn, In 
Kwon Ahn, Han Yong Choi 

Women's Mission Group in Maryland Korean Churches 
In Sook Koo, Ok Ryeol Joo, Jeong Hee Lee 

Youth Group for Maryland Council of Korean Churches (2001) 
Chang Soo Song, Ji Woong Ahn, Jae Wan Hong 

Maryland Amateur Athletic Association (1987) 
Ok Hyun Yoo, Dang Ho Park, Sang Eui Hwang, Chang Hyun Cho, Deok Choon Kim, Jeong Koo Nam, Jong Cheol 
Chang 
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Maryland Korean Soccer Association (1982) 
Deok Noh Lee, Myung Kim, Jin Ho Kang, Ok Hyun Yoo, Joo Yeol Kim, Myung Cheol Yoo, Sam Soo Park, Young 
Rae Cho, Jae Won Park, Deok Gi Lee, Seok Won Yoon, Ho 11 Choi, Bong Soo Oh, Eui Seop Chung, Chang Seong 
Lee, Bong Yang Lee, Kil Young Kim, Ik Hoon Shin, Won Seok Lee, Bo Young Park 

Maryland Korean Men's Golf Club 
Won Joo Nah, Boo Seop Yoon, Hyung Keun Park, Jin Hoon Chung, Nak Bong Sung 

Maryland Korean Women's Golf Club 
Hale Kim, Seong Ok Baek, Hee Sook Lee, Myung Ja Yoon, Seong Sook Park 

Baltimore Golf Club 
Jong Keun Hahm, Shin Seon Oh 

Korean Tennis Association of Maryland 
Kyung Hyun Yoon, Kwang Hyun Lee, Won Cheol Chang 

Korean Rifles Association of Maryland 
Woong Yeon Cho, Kyung Cheol Lee, Young Ho Lee, Kwang Seo Lee, Se Gang Oh 

Maryland Chung Chung Friendly Association (1991) 
Man Woong Chun, Keun Hong Chung, Yeon Pyoung Chung, Young Sik Kim, Dong Woo Lee, Hyang Kyun Yeom, 
Pyung Gook Park, Yeon Woon Chung, Jeong Woo Kim, Jeong Yeon Hwang, Seon Jae Kim, Dong Keun Yoo, Jae 
Kook Kim, Noh Soo Chun, Woo Chang Chung 

Baltimore Ho Nam Friendly Association 
Young Ho Cho, Chang Koo Cho, Myung Nam Kim, Woo Gil Lee, Ki Seon Kim, Jae Kook Kim, Doo Seok Chang 

Baltimore Young Nam Friendly Association 
Hong Jin Kim, Jong Yeol Kim, Jong Keun Hahm, Jung Mock Choi, Byung Kook Chang, Choon Gi Park, Bong Soo 
Oh, Pyung Hwa Lee 

Seoul Club of Maryland 
Byung Ho Im, 11 Nam Yang, Young Ho Lee, Seong HakAhn, Jae Hyup Bang, Jae Won Kim, Sang Hoon Ahn 

Maryland Four Seasons Fishing Club (2003) 
Hyun Roh Lee, Yeon Woon Chung, Keun Se Oh 

Poong Mool Pae (1998) 
Ki Chan Park, Gi Woong Park, Jae Hoon Chung, Kwon Seong Park 
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- Chapter Eight -

West Virginia Korean American History 

1. Summary of West Virginia Korean American History 

West Virginia was originally within the jurisdiction of the New York Consulate General. In 2001 the state was 

placed under the jurisdiction of the Washington Consulate General, and so, when the History of Korean Americans 

in the Washington Area was published to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration, West Virginia 

history was included. 

Korean society in West Virginia is centered in Morgantown, where the state university is located, with smaller 

populations in other cities such as the state capital, Charleston. The Korean population in West Vrrginia is estimated 

at 1,500 and is composed of students from abroad, people employed in academics, medical science, and government, 

Korean spouses of Americans, and adopted children. 

There are Korean assemblies, Korean churches, and Korean language schools to support the social structure. There 

have been no Korean businesses other than tae-kwon-do studios and the Japanese food restaurant Ogawa, opened in 

2004, which was the first business owned by a Korean from Virginia. 

The state of West Virginia has a close relationship to the Korean War, with 34,000 Korean War veterans and a 

monument to 801 servicemen who died in the war. Also, in 1982, West Virginia Governor John D. Rockefeller IV 

declared "Korea Day" in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of The Korean-American Treaty of Peace, Amity 

and Trade. 

This record of the lives and accomplishments of Koreans in West Virginia is not only a source of pride for 

the Korean American community; it also preserves a piece of history for future generations. Understanding the 

contributions made by those who came before them will help Koreans adapt to life in the U.S. and participate in 

mainstream society. It is hoped that this Korean history in West Virginia will be a database and inheritance that will 

give 1.5 and 2nd generation Koreans in West Virginia pride and self assurance for being Korean. 

Some of the history related here is based on oral tradition because the earliest Korean immigration to the area, that 

of a student to the University of West Virginia, was not recorded by the school. The school, founded in 1867, did not 

begin to keep records on foreign students until the 1970s. The compilation presented here is from headmaster Hong 

Rak Kim, Eung Ha Cho, and Han Ok Kim and chairperson professor Ki Moon Bang. 
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2. West Virginia and its Relationship to Korean Society 

West Virginia, affectionately called the Switzerland of America, is also known as "The Mountain State" and 

"Almost Heaven". It borders the states of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Kentucky in the mid-east of 

the U.S. Known for its abundance of forests, lakes and rivers, West Virginia has the largest mountainous area of any 

eastern U.S. state and is as famous for its Appalachian culture as it is for its coal industry. The state's population is 

about 1.8 million (ranking in 35th nationally) and the gross land area is 62.481(ranking 41stnationally). The capital 

of West Virginia is Charleston and other major cities are Morgantown, Huntington, Wheeling, and Clarksburg. 

With a population drawn from 99 countries, the largest Korean population is in Morgantown, home to the University 

of West Virginia. In addition to Korean students and professors, many Koreans in the field of medical science come 

to the University for training, and to federal government institutions such as NIOSH, the CDC, the Department of 

Energy, and the FBI Fingerprint Center near Clarksburg. 

3. Korean Americans in West Virginia 

Current population 
The exact number of Koreans scattered through West Virginia is hard to count, but according to the 2000 census it 

is estimated that 1500 Koreans live in the state. 

A number of Korean women married American soldiers who were stationed in Korea following the Korean War, 

and came to West Virginia with their spouses. Because the number of Korean women that fall into this category 
is unknown, there is no gathering or assembly for them. However, because more than 30 thousand West Virginians 

participated in the war it can be inferred that there is a considerable number of women who are here through 

marriage. 

The current situation of Korean adopted children 
Over the last 10 years the number of Korean children adopted each year by American families has averaged 1,800. 

The number of those living in West Virginia is hard to estimate but there are some families with Korean children in 
Morgantown. 

The current situation of Korean business 
Because the bulk of Korean society in West Virginia is comprised of students, professors, federal public officials, 

doctors, and the wives of American servicemen, there has not been a Korean business sector in the state. However, 

there was at one time a tae-kwon-do studio, and in 2004 a Korean American opened "Ogawa", a Japanese restaurant 

located in Morgantown. 

4. Korean Americans in Academia 

Most of the Korean professors working at the University of West Virginia in Morgantown are first generation 

immigrants, but the numbers of 1.5 and 2nd generation working there are increasing. No exact number of Korean 

professors who worked in the early days at the University of West Virginia is known, but Paul Jang worked there in 
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the college of Medical Science in the early 1960s. There is also a record that Korean professors have been employed 
at Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia. 

Korean professors, exchange professors and post doctoral fellows from the mid 1990s are: 

Korean Professors 
Goo Young Chung: Psychology 
Hong Rak Kim: Politics 
Woo Sik Kee: Economics 
Kwon Oh Kim: Economics 
Jin Bae Kim: Mathematics 
Chi Min Lee: Urology 
Kyung Mi Ahn: Anesthesia 
Deok Won Park: Mining Engineering 
Eung Ha Cho: Chemistry 
Seong Rae Boo: Social Science 
Gwui Young Lee: Mechanical Engineering 
In Cheol Lee: Chemistry 
Ki Soo Lee: Mathematics 
Young Jae Lee: Dentistry 
Jin Cheol Kim: X-ray 
Myung Seop Kim: X-ray 
Jae Hoon Koh: X-ray 
Ki Deok Park: Mathematics 
Kyung Ja Chung: Interior Decoration 
Jin Hew Mok: Administration 
Young Seong Park: Chemistry 
Seong Deok Hahm: Administration 
Bong Ryeol Yoo: Chemistry 
Beom Joon Park: Civil Engineering 
Jeong Soo Han: Medicine 
Eun Soo Park: Economics 
Dong Pil Yoon: Social Services 
Soo Keun Song: Administration 
Jae Young Yoo: Orthopedics 
Ki Moon Bang: Medicine 
Jae 1k Kim: Urban Design 
Young Do Kim: Art 
Min Cheol Kim: Ophthalmology 
Soon Hak Kim: Veterinary Science 
Young Ji Kim: Ophthalmology 

1967 
1967- current 
1970-1975 
197 6-current 
1967-1991 
1968-1971 
1973-1977 
1977-1981 
1978-current 
1977-1989 
1981-1983 
1980-1982 (post doctoral fellow) 
1983-1984 (visiting professor) 
1979-1985 
1978-1982 
1978-1985 (resident) 
1972-1977 (resident) 
1984-1985 (visiting professor) 
1988-1992 
1992-1994 
1992-1993 ( visiting professor) 
1994-1995 
1990-1991 (visiting professor) 
1993-1994 (post doctoral fellow) 
1993-1996 
1992-1999 
1996-2003 
1995-2000 
1992-current 
1993-current 
2001 -2002 ( visiting professor) 
1997-current 
200 I -current 
2001-2002 (post doctoral fellow) 
2002-current 

Korean Professors at University of West Virginia as of2005 
Hong Rak Kim: Political Science 1967-
Kwon Oh Kim: Economics 1976-
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Eung Ha Cho: Chemistry 1978-

Jae Young Yoo: Orthopedics 1992 

Ki Moon Bang: Medicine 1993-

Young Do Kim: Art 1997-

Min Cheol Kim: Ophthalmology 2001-

Young Ji Kim: Ophthalmology 2002-

Sang Yeol Lee: Journalism 2004-

Jeong Joo Yoo: Gannents 2005-

Visiting Professors at University of West Virginia 2003-2004 
Young Cheol Yang: Anatomy Jeong Joo Lee: Environment Engineering 

Kyung Hee Im: Chemistry Byung Hee Park: Economics 

Marshall University 
Soo Bok Choi: Political Science 

Fairmont State College 
Dong Ha Lee: Economics 

1970-2001 

1881-1992 

Koreans who received doctoral degrees from University of Virginia from 1980 
Kyung Chan Lee: Economics 1980 Yong Seok Noh: Mining 

Dong Ha Lee: Education 1981 Young Chan Kim: Civil Engineering 

Seon Ki Choi: Political Science 1983 Won Jong Kim: Resource Economics 

1995 

1995 

1996 

Byung Chan Cho: Political Science 1984 Young Ryool Kim: Mechanical Engineering 1997 

Bong Jin Kim: Mining Economy 1985 Kwang Cheon Kim: Piano 1997 

Min Ki Lee: Mechanical Engineering 1986 Bae Cheol Han: Industrial Engineering 1998 

Hyun Wook Kim: Industry Engineering 1986 Jeong Dae Kim: Industrial Engineering 1998 

Han Sil Kim: Electrical Science 1986 KyungAe Kim: Piano 1998 

Hang Ki Min: Physics 1987 Young Hwan Ahn: Engineering 1999 

Seong Chae Yoon: Economics 1987 Woo Cheon Chung: Economics 1999 

Seung Hwan Chung: Mechanics 1987 Jong Yeol Lee: Geography 2000 

Jin Hew Mok: Political Science 1987 Se Yi Oh: Physical Education 2000 

Keon Won Song: Political Science 1987 Yong Hee Kim: Piano 2001 

Seung Jae Chung: Mining Engineering 1988 Do Yeop Kim: Genetics 2002 

Sun Hwa Moon: Education 1989 Tae Jin Park: History 2003 

Se Nam Hahm: Social Services 1990 Dong Hee Kim: Mechanics 2003 

Ho Kyung Hwan: Electrical Science 1990 Ju Cheol Park: Computer Science 2004 

11 Seop Bae: Political Science 1991 Eun Sook Chung: Piano 2004 

Min Ja Kim: Education 1992 Pyung Won Gong: Political Science 2004 

Seung Kyu Kang: Civil Engineering 1992 Ha Young Kim: Physical Sciences 2005 

Hwoi Seong Chung: Political Science 1992 Ki Don Ahn: Economics 2005 

Seong Cheol Kim: Political Science 1992 Kyung Hak Lee: Political Science 2005 

Hyo Won Suh: Industrial Engineering 1993 Seong Koo Han: Genetics 2005 

Kyu Cheon Lee: Political Science 1994 Keon Sik Kim: Political Science 2005 
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Koreans who graduated from WVU Medical and Dental Schools from 1990 
Medical School: Sung Hoon Bang, Seung Kyu Lee and Michael Cho 

Dental School: Seong Sik Han 

5. The current situation of Korean working in Federal Government 

National Institute Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
NIOSH is a research arm of the CDC and is located in Morgantown. Doctor Ki Moon Bang is the director of 

the Department of Lung Diseases, where he has worked as an epidemiologist since 1993. Doctor Bae Cheol Han 

worked there as a researcher and expert in industrial engineering from 1999 to 2000. Doctor Joo Hyung Park has 

worked there as a senior researcher since 1999, and Doctor Kyu Tae Choi worked there in research from 2002 to 

2003, as an expert in environmental science. 

Department of Energy 
Koreans who worked as post doctoral fellows in the Department of Energy are Doctor Choong Hoon Cho (1980-

1983), Doctor Dong Jin Cha (1993-1995), Doctor Kyung Hee Im (1987-1993), and Doctor Bong Jin Kim (1985-

1986). 

6. The current situation of Korean students in University of West Virginia 

The first Korean student at the University of West Virginia 
Unverifiable oral tradition indicates that the first foreign student at the University of West Virginia, founded in 

1867, was Korean. The oral history relates that a student at the University of West Virginia happened upon a record 

that indicated the first foreigner at the University was Korean. The student, a child of an American father and a 

Korean mother, told his mother about his discovery, but school authorities could not verify the account because the 

school did not keep official records on foreign students at the time. In researching this book we attempted to verify 

this story, but were unable to find documentation to support it. 

Korean students registered in University of West Virginia in year 2003. 
The number of Korean students registered in University of West Virginia is about 40, down from a high of 65, and 

most of them are from Korea. The downturn in the number of students can be traced to the IMF incident, which 

discouraged study abroad. The majority of the students are graduate students studying for a doctorate, 4 or 5 are 

exchange professors, and the remainder is undergraduates. 

On average there were 60 to 65 Korean students before the IMF crisis, but frcim that incident forward the number 

decreased to the current number. The president of the Korean student council is Seong Ho Yoo (2003), the vice 

president is Hyun Ja Shim, and the director of general affairs is Ji Eun Kim. 

7. Korean groups and institution 

West Virginia Korean Assembly 
The West Virginia Korean Assembly was established in 1976 around Morgantown. In those days the population 
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was limited to Korean professors working in University of West Virginia, students and their families, and women 

who had married Americans. The West Virginia Korean Assembly is organized around Morgantown where most 

Korean live and its major activities are events that bring the Korean population together in areas of mutual interest, 

meetings with the consul generals, picnics for the Korean community and discussions on security and the unification 

ofNorth Korea and South Korea. 

The first president was martyr Jae Hoon Koh and the 8th president, doctor Ki Moon Bang (professor and public 

officer in the U.S. federal government), is currently serving. Past presidents are: 

1st Jae Hoon Ko 1976-1977 5th Eung Ha Cho 1987-1990 

2nd Jin Bae Kim 1978-1980 6th Chi Min Lee 1991-1992 

3rd Hong Rak Kim 1981-1984 7th Eun Soo Park 1993-1999 

4th Young Jae Lee 1985-1986 8th Ki Moon Bang 2000-current 

Officers as of 2003 

Ki Moon Bang I President Han Ok Kim/ Vice President Joo Hyung Park I Executive Director 

Change in competent authority 
The West Virginia Korean Assembly (president Ki Moon Bang) asked General Consul Seong Cheol. Yang to 

change the competent authority of West Virginia from New York's General Consulate to Washington so that Korean 

residents living in West Virginia would only have to travel as far as Washington when they had something to do with 

civil affairs. Consul Seong Cheol Yang made a recommendation to the Korean government and change was made 

to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and its sub organizations (presidential code 17276), moving the 

competent authority for West Vrrginia from New York's General Consulate to the Washington embassy. 

West Virginia Morgantown Korean School 
The West Virginia Korean School has been a force in teaching the Korean language and establishing Korean 

identity, helping new generations of Korean Americans to take pride in their heritage. The school was proposed by 

many in a regular meeting held on October 3, 1981, and the first classes started on November 7, 1981. 

The West Vrrginia Korean School is the only Korean school in the state and the student body is composed mainly 

of children of Korean students, since it is located in a college town, and children of Korean women who married 

Americans. At present, there are 3 classes, divided into elementary, junior high and high school, consisting of 15-20 

students and 3 dedicated educators. The primary curriculum here is listening, speaking, writing and reading Korean. 

The school remains in existence with help from the Korean embassy, the Korean assembly, the Korean church and 

parents of the students. Since its establishment in 1981, the following individuals have served as headmasters: Jin 

Cheol Kim, Chi Min Lee, Hyun Joo Ahn, Seong Rae Boo, Joong Hoon Cho, 11 Seop Bae, Jin Hew Mok, Jeong Soo 

Han, and Han Ok Kim, and the chief directors havae been Hong Rak Kim, Eung Ha Cho, Young Jae Lee, Chi Min 

Lee, Dong Hwa Lee, Jae Young Yoo and Ki Moon Bang. Headmaster Han Ok Kim and educator Kyung Hak Lee, 

Jeong Sim Chun, and Han Ok Kim are in service now. 

West Virginia branch of the Korean American Science and Technology Association 
Activities of this branch of the Association are somewhat limited at the moment because of financial difficulties. 

Its members are professors in the field of science and medical science, doctors, and public officers of the federal 
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government. The current chairperson is Professor Eung Ha Cho. 

West Virginia Korean Church 
The Morgantown Korean Church held its first service on January 15, 1979, in the house of professor Seong Rae 

Boo. The founding worship service was August 12, 1979, in the First Baptist Church. The first religious employee 

was pastor Keon Won Yoo. In 1992 the church moved to Christian and Missionary Alliance. 

As Morgantown Korean Church is the only Korean church in West Virginia, all Korean Christians gather here 

regardless of denomination. The congregation is composed of students, Korean spouses of Americans, exchange 

professors, and doctors. Attendees constantly change as the student body changes from year to year. 

The Morgantown Korean church can be considered a pioneering church because some non-Christians who came 

there became followers and maintained their new Christian faith when they returned to Korea. The components 

of the church are: officiate, .Ail -3] :§1, the missionary department and the young men's association. Kids in Sunday 

school and youth groups experience growth of their belief with the aid of teachers who are dedicated to them and 

who pray for them. The Morgantown Korean Church is not only the center of the religious community, but also 

a meeting spot for building relationships. Pastors who have served in the Morgantown Korean church since the 

founding worship service are: 

1st Keon Won Yoo 

2nd Cheol Baek 

3rd Steve Yong-Ouk Kim 

4th Kyung Rak Kim 

5th In Beom Park 

6th Seong Hwa Kim 

November 1979 

June 1980 

September 1985 

August 1988 

August 1992 

May 1993 
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- Chapter Nine -

Tidewater Area Korean History 

1. Summary of Tidewater Area Korean History 

The whole area containing Vrrginia Beach, Norfolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, and Suffolk is called the Tidewater 

area. As the name suggests, the area is at the border of the Atlantic Ocean and the Chesapeake Bay and the sea 

became the basis for development. 

Vrrginia Beach is one of the representative resort cities people from the Washington metropolitan area visit in the 

summer and along the beach hotels and resorts stand close to one another. Norfolk, a port of call for the Atlantic fleet 

of the U.S. Navy, is now typecast as a place where one can see sailors walking in their white uniforms. 

Newport News is also famous for dockyards as well as for the Chesapeake Bay bridge-tunnel. The total length 

of the combination ofbridges and tunnels is about 23 miles and connects south-eastern Virginia and the Delmarva 

Peninsula. This bridge-tunnel cut down the driving distance between south eastern Virginia or North Carolina and 

Wilmington Delaware by about 100 miles. 

In the late 1960s, Korean residents started live in the area. In the 1970s, Koreans moved to the area from locales 

to the west and the east, and also immigrated directly to the Tidewater region from Korea. A Korean American 

Women's society opened with Ann Snyder as its first chairwoman, but ceased operations after the third and final 
charrwoman, Young Steil. 

In 1970, a golf association was founded - a good indication that a Korean middle-class society was settled there. 
Since then, many more social gatherings and functions have been organized. 

The 1980s was an era of the American dream for Korean residents of the region as well as the Korean community 

in general. Koreans paved the way for the economic growth of today because they were willing to work longer 

hours at more difficult jobs than others were. No jobs were turned down and they worked at convenience stores, wig 

shops, clothing stores and gas stations. Mixed in with this group were the earlier student emigres who were now 

professionals. This mix gave the community a unique balance. 

As of July 2004, there are 8 churches, with from a few to hundreds of believers. 
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2. Tidewater area history of Church 

While leading another church in Newport News and with the support of American Baptists, Pastor Seong Kyu 

Yoo led the inspiring first worship at Norfolk Baptist Church on Sunday afternoon, September 28, 1975. Pastor Yoo 

had difficulty coping with pastoral duties in both the peninsula and tidewater, and so pastor Ji Deok Doh, a graduate 

of American Baptist College of Theology who was leading a Bible study group in Portsmouth, was appointed to 

Norfolk Baptist Church. The church was renamed Tidewater Korean Baptist Church. The number of parishioners 

was estimated at around 200, which was regarded as too few to build another church. 

However, because of the need for a church-centered religious life and the desire of people to create a center for the 

Korean society, they have built several churches in the area. The Virginia Korean Methodist Church in the Portsmouth 

area (far from Norfolk) was established in 1983, and in 1987 the Eden Presbyterian Church was established. In 

the early 1970s, when Korean society started to form, the entirety was one community withthe church serving as 

the meeting place where all Koreans could gather regardless of denomination. Here, relieved from the tension and 

fatigue that come with lonely lives in a new environment, they could find spiritual renewal. Also, this was a place 

where useful information about other immigrants could be exchanged. 

On each Independence Day, churches have participated in commemorative events hosted by the Korean Assembly 

and so they are fully integrated into the lives of the Koreans. Also, churches often hold cultural events that promote 

Korean culture and customs to American society and work as a bridge between U.S. mainstream society and Korean 

society. Churches in the area hold joint Easter services, revivals and glorification services to fulfill their evangelical 

responsibilities. They also provide the local community with a variety of welfare programs such as lessons in the 

Korean language, lectures on religious life, and free vaccinations. The number of Korean churches has been in 

continual growth and dramatically increased since the 1980s. The pastors who are serving in the Tidewater area as 

of2004 are: 

Jae Hong Song 

MooYeolKim 

Jeong Bok Kim 

CheolKiKim 

NakHyunCho 

David Koh 

HyunSooKim 

South Virginia Presbyterian Church 

Zion Presbyterian Church 

Eden Korean Presbyterian Church 

Virginia Korean United Methodist Church 

Tidewater Baptist Church 

Korean Gospel Church 

Hallelujah Baptist Church 

Today, pastors in the Tidewater area have monthly gatherings with workers in the Peninsula area to contribute to 

the development of Korean society and evangelical work in the region. The meetings are held under the auspices of 

the Korean Religious Workers Council, organized by the area's pastors. 

A heartbreaking, unforgettable event for the local Tidewater church history involved the martyr killings of a 

missionary couple from the area. Joo Heon Lee and Keh Wol Lee were the deacon and deaconess of Tidewater 

Baptist Church as well as medical doctors. They were killed while working as missionaries in Khabarovsk, Russia 

in June 1993, from a surprise attack by a man assumed to be from North Korea. Joo Heon Lee had a serious injury to 

his head and his wife, Keh Wol Lee, was found under the bed, strangled to death. Cash and belongings were found at 

the scene of the crime, indicating that the murders were not motivated by robbery, but were the result of the couple's 
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missionary work. 

Missionary Joo Heon Lee graduated from the College of Medical Science at Yonsei University, performed his 

military duty as a surgeon, and immigrated to the U.S. He left for Russia to preach the gospel with his wife, 

Deaconess Keh Wol Lee, while working as a cardiac surgeon. Lee Ke-wol graduated from the nursing School of 

Yonsei University, worked as a vice-professor at the University of Jeon-Nam Province and immigrated to the U.S. 

with her husband. The couple had been walking in faith at the Tidewater Korean Baptist Church since 1975 and 

concentrated on volunteer work. Missionary Joo Heon Lee tried hard to evangelize Korean residents and Russians, 

teaching cardiac studies and introducing all sorts of medical instruments and medications with help from the Virginia 

Beach Medical Science Society. 

The Virginia Pilot, Virginia Beach's local newspaper, prominently covered the couple with photographs and reports 

that these two missionaries were true apostles of peace who took the gospels and a benevolent art to needy people 

under the severest weather conditions. They worked in an area where the temperature fell to 20 degrees below 

zero for 6 months and jumped to 100 degrees above zero in the summer, while abandoning a rich and safe life in 

America. 

The couple had moved into what was believed to be a safer environment after being robbed of groceries, computers, 

televisions, and phones, in addition to being hit on the street. The Baptist group that sent the two to Russia received 

the urgent letter, and sent two pastors to investigate what happened. Tidewater Korean Baptist church brought their 

bodies back and held their funerals 

3. Tidewater Female Society 

The Tidewater Female Society was the first Korean Society founded in the region and its members were the first 

generation of Korean immigrants. According to oral tradition, Ann Snyder came and settled in the area as the first 

Korean in 1958. After that, even though a few more Koreans moved to the area, there were no actual gatherings 

among Korean residents. Ms. Snyder felt the need for Korean social gatherings during individual meetings with 

Koreans. 

Finally, in 1969, the Tidewater Korean American Women's club was formed. The basis of the Women's club was 

friendly social gatherings where the women cooked Korean food and shared memories. In the summer the group 

held a picnic and in the fall they participated in the Virginia Beach Festival as the representatives of Korea. At 

this festival, the society introduced Korean traditional food like Bool-Go-ki and Kimchi, Korean traditional dance, 

and Tae-kwon-do, thus relieving quite a lot of the sorrow that comes from being a minority and from a small, 

weak country. However, as Korean society became large enough, the roles and functions of the Women's Society 

were split and became the responsibility of groups that specialized in those areas. As the other groups took on the 

responsibilities, the Women's Society met its end. 

The past presidents were: 

1st Ann Snyder 

2nd Soon Gerrett 

3rd Young Steil 

1969-1976 

1977-1981 

1982-1986 
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4. Tidewater Tae Kwon Do History 

It is Tae-kwon-do that has settled down most successfully in the Tidewater area. The establishment of Korean 
Tae-kwon-do in the area goes back to 1965. The first Tae-kwon-do gym_ was directed by Master Kim but the name 
of the gym is unknown. Later, Master Soo Woong Lee bought and managed the gym, which moved in 1977 and is 
now in Virginia Beach. 

Master Heon Soo Kim also opened a Tae-kwon-do gym in downtown Norfolk in 197 4 and moved it to Kempsville 
in 1982. In 1977, Master Chan Hak Park bought the first Tae-kwon-do gym once managed by Master Soo Woong 
Lee, and is still in charge of the gym. He has opened an additional 3 gyms. 

Master Man Bok Chae opened a gym on Virginia Beach Blvd in 1986 and moved it to Hallad Road. Master Soon 
Young Lee took over Chan Hak Park's gym, located in the Haygood Shopping Center, and Masters Ji Ho Lee, Ho 
Won Chung, and Jae Ho Lee opened gyms in the region afterwards. As Tae-kwon-do gyms run by Americans 
increase in numbers, the gyms no longer sustain the Koreans at the same level they once did. Koreans are facing the 
difficulties of competition with the American-run gyms. 

5. Tidewater Area Korean Golf Society 

The Korean Assembly first started under the name of the Korean Friendship Assembly in 1976. As the Korean 
population grew, the need for specialized gatherings has increased. 19 golf lovers had their first meeting in doctor 
Young Kwon Choo 's house, establishing a golf society to cultivate mutual friendship. The society had doctor Young 
Kwon Choo as the first president, had a couple golf competitions, after which they drowned their homesickness at a 
dinner held either in the president's house or in the park. Since then, this society has grown into a social gathering for 
Korean professionals in the region and the number of members has also increased to around 30 people. Chairpersons 
were elected on a yearly basis and despite financial difficulties the golf society made considerable contributions to 
the Korean Residents' Society, such as holding fundraising golf competitions for a Korean school and being willing 
to serve the Korean community. 

In 1993, after a golf competition under the sponsorship of the Korean Assembly, the Hampton Road Golf Society 
was established by joining with the Norfolk Golf Society. The society elected chairpersons biannually, held 3 to 4 
goodwill matches, and invited golfers from other areas. In 2001, the first female chairman, Ms. Ko, was elected and 
constituted the board to establish a financially-healthy society. Golf competitions to raise money for a Korean school 
were routinely held after the unification and today the society plays a role in the local Korean society. As of 2004, 
the president is Joon Hee Kim. 

6. Past and Present of Educational and Academic World 

Passion for education in the Tidewater area is commensurate with that of other areas and because this passion for 
education extends to teaching the Korean language and Korean history, the support from various groups for a Korean 
school is sizable. Koreans in the Tidewater area have paid special attention to teaching the 2nd generation and the 
establishment of a Korean school was relatively quick despite the short history of immigration. 
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In 1976, Professor Kwang Sik Choi, the 2nd president of Tidewater Korean Fellowship Assembly, rushed to open a 
Korean school, organizing classes around educator Ok Joo Park, who graduated from Cheon-joo normal school. The 
Korean school started with 2-hour classes every Saturday afternoon in Master Soo Woong Lee's tae-kwon-do gym. 
At that time, the wife of Eun Woo Lee served as a representative of the parents. Six families sent their children to 
the Korean school; the families ofSoo Woong Lee, Seong Ryong Kim, Kwang Sik Choi, Eun Woo Lee, Ok Joo Park 
and Bong Soo Eun. The parents, who desired that their children know the Korean language, were impressed to see 
their children reading in Korean. The families still remember the merry days of those Saturday afternoons in Vrrginia 
Beach Redwing Park, 40 people having a Korean class and enjoying a picnic. 

The Korean school kept growing, moving from place to place. It was one of the priorities of successive presidents 
of the Korean Assembly, and now Tidewater Korean Baptist Church is in charge of teaching Korean to children. The 
headmasters were Kwang Sik Choi, Jeong Woong Chung, Young Sik Chung, Keun Hyung Choi, and Gap Seong 
Noh, and currently there are 7 teachers with 30 students. Recently the Korean Methodist Church also operated a 
Korean school. 

In the Tidewater area, relatively superior universities are located close to one another. As for public institutions, 
the area has Old Dominion University, which was originally the Norfolk branch of the College of William and Mary 
University, the 2nd oldest college in America. As for private colleges, the area has Virginia Wesleyan University 
and Regent University. Now, 1.5 and 2nd generation Koreans are teaching at the universities. The pioneers are 
Professor Kwang Sik Choi, Finance, Professor Young Hong Choi, Business Administration, Professor Joong Hwang, 
Philosophy, and Professor Keh Hoon Chung, Management, all at Old Dominion University. Professor Keh Hoon 
Chung also has worked in administration for the University and he is now the director of the Doctoral program in 
Management. 

1.5 and 2nd generation professors are also prominent at Old Dominion University. Professor Jae Hwan Yoon, Civil 
Environmental Engineering, Professor Ri Ma Lee Education, and Professor Ji Hyun Moon Industrial Engineering, 
are now teaching and highly respected scholars. At the University of Norfolk, Professors Dong Soo Kim and Ha 
Na Baek teach Social Business, Professor Kyo Dong Song teaches Mechanical Engineering, and Professor He Ja 
Choi teaches Library Sciences. Also, Professor Woo Jeong Joo, who went to the University of North Carolina and 
majored in History, had a lot of interest in politics and played a central role in Korean democracy movements in 
addition to participating in U.S. politics since moving to the area in 1974. 

7. Tidewater history of Human rights and democracy movement 

Doctor Joo woo-jeong, Professor of International Politics at the University of North Carolina, came to America 
during Syngman Rhee's Liberal Party administration and wrote articles for American papers encouraging resistance 
to the dictatorship of ex-president Lee while alerting U.S. senators and congressmen to the reality of the situation in 
Korea. This led, on September 30, 1959, to the cancellation of his right to travel to Korea. 

Doctor Joo did not give up and conducted one-man demonstrations against Syngman Rhee dictatorship in front of 
UN headquarters in 1959. He was also active in the democracy movement in America by speaking out against the 
long-term seizure of power by Chung Hee Park's military junta. He got down struggling when Korean Residents 
Struggle committee that was against the amendment that justified 3rd win election was established on 26th July 1969, 
abandoning the faculty of University of Texas. Later he was inaugurated as president of Han-min-sin-ho and finally 
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branded as the Korean resident most tied to criticism of the Chung Hee Park Administration. 

When ex-president Dae Jung Kim was kidnapped, Doctor Joo sent mail to hundreds of newspapers and congressmen 

to detail the actual situation in Korea and implore for help for Dae Jung Kim. Also, when the Doo Hwan Chun 

Administration started, Doctor Joo and all the other Koreans in the Tidewater area resisted against the military junta 

that stepped on bloody Kwangju. In 1983, the general assembly was formed and Pastor Dong Hwan Moon was 

elected president, with Doctor Joo elected as vice president. 

In 1983, Dae Jung Kim came to America and doctor Joo took him to the McLean, Virginia house of Senator 

Edward Kennedy, with whom he was friends, and introduced the two men. On February 1, 1981, when ex-president 

Doo Hwan Chun visited America, Professor Dong Soo Kim and Dr. Joo made posters saying 'Doo Hwan Chun is a 

murderer' , 'massacre in Kwangju', and 'Betrayer of Korea', and starting at 4 in the morning they hung the posters 

on the street in front of the Korean Embassy and the front door of the embassy building. 

8. The Current Situation of Koreans in Medical Science 

Doctors, whose profession is highly respected by all because of the difficulty in getting the degree, number about 

10 and now work individually or in hospitals. Not only the 1st generation of students but 1.5 and 2nd generation 

Korean Americans are entering the field in increasing numbers. Joo Won Lee, Seong Yong Kim, Seong Ae Chung, 

Jung Wook Chung, Deok Hyun Lee, Young Kwon Choo, Wook Ja Joo, Dae Bin Cho, Nam Hyun Cho, Jae Cheol 

Cha, and Hee Dong Yoo are now working as physicians. 

9. Tidewater Korean Assembly 

The Tidewater Korean Assembly evolved from 197 5 's Tidewater Korean Friendship Assembly. With the common 

thought of the necessity to form a social gathering for friendship and mutual aid among local Korean residents, Soo 

Woong Lee, Soo Heon Lee and Bong Soo Eun had the first meeting in 1975 at Bong Soo Eun's house in Virginia 

Beach. 

After a few weeks, Bong Soo Eun, Joo Heon Lee, Joo Young Choi, Seong Yong Kim and Ann Snyder gathered for a 

promotion meeting. Later, on several occasions, Koreans who felt the same need gathered in Soo Woong Lee's gym 

office and continued discussions about the organization, agreeing to hear what Koreans thought about the proposal 

during the next picnic. 

On August 8, 1975, in Soo Woong Lee's office, Soo Woong Lee, Bong Soo Eun, Ann Snyder, Seon Kyu Yoo, Joo 

Seok Lee, Young Mo Choi, Ho Jong Lee and Joo Heon Lee composed the following resolution: 

1) Name: Tidewater Korean Friendship Society 

2) President: Soo Woong Lee Vice president: Ann Snyder, Director of general Affairs: Joo Heon Lee 

3) Accept the first draft of the resolution written by Pastor Seon Kyu Yoo for the time being and when 

the organization is inaugurated, adopt the resolution after formal discussion. 

4) By Soo Woong Lee's proposal, the fund is by donation from each member and agrees to pay 

for the support of the society. 

Soo Woong Lee, Seon Kyu Yoo, Bong Soo Eun, Kwang Sik Choi, Deok Hyun Lee, and Joo Heon Lee gathered 
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and discussed the following on September 4, 1975: 

1) Snyder announced her desire to resign from the vice presidency but people voted for her to remain. 

2) To change the fiscal year from 1st of March to the last day of February 

3) Vote to elect Seon Yong Kim as the Director of Finance 

4) Constitute an operational committee whose members are designated by the president, to be led by the vice president, 

the number of the committee members should be around 10, and the President, Vice President and the Director of 

Finance should also participate in the committee. 

On October 5, 1975, the first business of the society was to screen, "Women of the Zodiac Sign of the Mouse", 

which was successful. At the same time, it held a fundraising for the surviving families of Won Chang Choi, who 

died from a chronic disease in Norfolk. On October 28, 1975, the organization made a resolution to register itself as 

non-commercial gathering and made plans to screen a Christmas movie and publish a Korean address book in the 

Tidewater area. On December 7, 1975, it showed the Korean movie, "With Father and With Me" and distributed the 

address book. 

The historical inauguration of the Tidewater Korean Friendship Society was at 11 o' clock in the morning on April 

25, 1976, at a general assembly and picnic in Redwing Park in Virginia Beach. The activities were cut off from 1980 

to 1988, but in 1989 it revived as the Korean Assembly and is now under the 14th presidency ofYoung Kyu Yoo. The 

Tidewater Korean Assembly is now conducting various business such as sponsoring a Korean school, fundraising for 

scholarships, providing computer education, providing free medical treatments, participating in ASEAN festivals, 

and receiving applications for U.S. citizenship. In April 2004, a Korean paper was published in Hampton Road. 

Past presidents are: 

1st Soo Woong Lee 1976 

2nd Kwang Sik Choi 1977 

3rd Yeon Hong Choi 1978 

4th Chi Man Yoo 1979 (No activities from 1980 through 1988) 

5th Seong Tae Kim 1989-1990 

6th Seong Ae Chung 1991 

7th Min Eon Oh 1992-1993 

8th Keh Hoon Chung 1994-1995 

9th Kyung Wook Lee 1996-1997 

10th Young Kyu Yoo 1998-1999 

11th Hyung Jong Choi 2000 

12th Chan Hak Park 2001 

13th Jeong Han Kim 2002 

14th Young Kyu Yoo 2003-2004 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WHSINGTON 

January 6, 2006 

I send greetings to all those celebrating Korean American Day. 

Our Nation is blessed by the diversity of our citizens. For more than 

a century, Americans of Korean heritage have strengthened our Nation 

through their achievements in all walks of life, including science, business, 

education, community service, athletics, and the arts. Korean Americans 

have also been a valuable part of our military, defending peace and liberty 

around the world. Through hard work, values, and devotion to community, 

Korean Americans set a positive example for others and advance the vitality 

of America. This observance is an opportunity to celebrate Korean culture 

and the contributions Korea Americans have made to the United States. 

I applaud Korean Americans for sharing your history and heritage. Your 

efforts remind us all of the unique fabric that makes up our country and 

ensure that your values and traditions are passed on to future generations. 

Laura and I send our best wishes on this special occasion. 



109th CONGRESS 
1st Session 

S. RES. 283 
Recognizing the contributions of Korean Americans to the United States 

and encouraging the celebration of "Korean American Day." 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

October 20, 2005 

Mr. ALLEN (for himself and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the following 

Resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

RESOLUTION 
Recognizing the contributions of Korean Americans to the United States and 

encouraging the celebration of "Korean American Day." 

~er.em. on January 13, 1903, the arrival of 102 pioneer immigrants to the 

United States initiated the first chapter of Korean immigration to the United 

States; 

Whereas members of the early Korean American community served with 

distinction in the Armed Forces of the United States during World War I, 

World War II, and the conflict in Korea; 

~er.em; in the early 1950s, thousands of Koreans, fleeing from war, poverty, 

and desolation, came to the United States seeking opportunities; 

~er.em. Korean Americans, like waves of immigrants to the United States 

before them, have taken root and thrived as a result of strong family ties, 

robust community support, and countless hours of hard work; 



~enm:s the contributions of Korean Americans to the United States include the 

invention of the first beating heart operation for coronary artery heart disease, 

development of the nectarine, a 4-time Olympic gold medalist, and achieve 

ments in engineering, architecture, medicine, acting, singing, sculpture, and 

writing; 

~ereas Korean Americans play a crucial role in maintaining the strength 

and vitality of the United States-Korean partnership; 

~ ereas the centennial year of 2003 marked an important milestone in the 

now more than 100-year history of Korean immigration; and 

~er£as the Centennial Committees of Korean Immigration and Korean 

Americans have designated January 13th of each year as "Korean American 

Day' to memorialize the more than 100-year journey of Korean Americans in 

the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate-

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a "Korean American Day"; 

(2) commemorates the 103rd anniversary of the arrival of the first Korean immi

grants to the United States; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United States to-

(A) share in such commemoration in order to greater appreciate the 

valuable contributions Korean Americans have made to the United States; 

and 

(B) to observe "Korean American Day" with appropriate programs, 

ceremonies, and activities. 



1091:q QI~ss 
1st Session 

H. RES. 487 
In the House of Representatives 

December 13, 2005 

Mr. TOM DAVIS ofVrrginia (for himself, MR. RANGEL, MR. CAPUANO, and MR. ROYCE) submitted 
the following resolution: which referred to the Committee on Government Relations 

Whereas the influence of Korean Americans may be observed in all facets of American life, including 
entrepreneurship, the arts, and education; 

Whereas on January 13, 1903, 102 pioneer Korean immigrants arrived in the United States initiating the 
first chapter of Korean immigration to America; 

Whereas the centennial year of 2003 marked an important milestone in the history of Korean immigration; 

Whereas Korean Americans, like other groups of immigrants that came to the United States before them, 
have settled and thrived in the United States through strong family ties, community support, and hard 
work; 

Whereas Korean Americans have made significant contributions to the economic Vitality of the United 
States and the global marketplace; 

Whereas Korean Americans have invigorated business, churches, and academic communities in the 
United States; 

Whereas Korean Americans have made enormous contributions to the military strength of the United 
States; 

Whereas today, at least 4,000 Korean Americans serve in the Armed Forced of the United States, with 
approximately 25 percent of them currently serving in Iraq; and 

Whereas the Centennial Committees of Korean Immigration and Korean Americans have designated 
January 13 of each year as 'Korean American Day' to commemorate the first step of the long and 
prosperous journey of Korean Americans in the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives-
(1) supports the goals and Ideals of a Korean American Day; 
(2) urges all Americans to observe Korean American Day so as to have a 
greater appreciation of the invaluable contributions Korean Americans have made to the 
United States; and 
(3) honors and recognizes the 103rd anniversary of the arrival of the first Korean immigrants to the 
United States. 

Attest: 

Clerk. 





Korean Embassy employees in 1950. From left, Ji Ryang 
Chang, Seang Hwan Chang (Air Force Attache), Myung 

Jin Im (Secretary), Pyo Wook Han (Minister), Young Goo 
Min (Naval Attache), Dong Jin Park (Secretary), Chang 

Gook Chang (Military Attache), and Seong Beom Lee 
(Procurement Officer) 

• Korean Embassy building in 
Washington, D.C. 

◄ First Korean Embassy 
building acquired by the 
Korean Government in 1949. 
The building is now used as 
the Korean Consulate office. 



◄ Chosun (Dae Han Empire) Legation 
building in 1980s. The building was 
purchased at $25,000 in 1891 and sold to 
Japanese government at $5 in 1910. 

T Chai Chang Choi (left) and Sekwon 
Kenneth Chong (right) in front of the 
former Legation building in October 2002. 
They had discussed about re-purchase of 
the building with Seang Cheol Yang, then 
Korean Ambassador. 

◄ Officers of Korean Women's 
Association on February 11, 
2004. They collected the fund 
for re-purchase of the legation 
building and presented it to 
Korean American Foundation. 



.A. Korean church members at Washington Korean 
Church after Christmas service in December 1952. 

~ Easter service sponsored by Council of Korean 
Churches in front of Jefferson Memorial on April 4, 
1971 . Such service is held every year. 



.& Former Korean Association 
presidents and Korean Ambassador 
at the opening ceremony of Korean 
Association building (from left, Han 
Yong Cho, Suk Bong Oh, Pil Young 
Shin, Ambassador Dong Jin Park, 
Doyung Lee and Eun Soon Keh) 



New Year party on December 30, 1988 sponsored by 
the Korean Association of Greater Washington 

(president: Suk Bong Oh) at Armory, Washington D.C. 

T 
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American Independence Day parade on July 4, 1989 in 
Washington, D.C. The Korean Association of Greater 
Washington presented Korean traditional cultures (fan 
dancing, peasants' instrument music, Tae Kwon Do, etc.). 
Korean participants in the event received awards and 
groups of 120 foreign groups participated in the event. (The 
photo above is Hark Jae Yun and Eun Hee Hong couple as 
Korean king and queen in traditional customs and Korean 
children in traditional customs in the parade.) 



.._ Washington soccer team entering Jeonju stadium where the 72nd 
Korean athletic game was held form October 7 to 13, 1991. 

T Opening ceremony of the 8th Korean American athletic 
game in Washington , D.C. on June 30, 1995. 



President Daniel Byung-Keun Choi ► 
addresses at the publication ceremony 

of the English edition of History of 
Korean American in the Washington 

Area on October 20, 1995. 

A. Publication ceremony for the first edition 
of History of Korean Americans in the 
Washington Metropolitan Area at Woo Lae 
Oak restaurant on September 17, 1994. 

◄ President Sekwon Kenneth Chong 
addresses at the publication ceremony of 
the English edition of History of Korean 
American in the Washington Area at 
the Korean Assembly Hall in Seoul on 
September 18, 1995. 



: :~:Shi~ Ki_m (center), a comfort 
. an,_ invited by Georgetown 

Urnvers1ty, and comf rt exhib't' 0 women photos 
I ion on September 30, 1996. 



A Ambassador Seung Joo Han delivered congratulatory remarks at the 2003 Korean Festival. 

T Asian American Arts Center members with President Bill Clinton and Ambassador Hong Goo 
Lee after the performance to mark the forty five - year anniversary of Korean War in 1995. 



.A. The Korean Association of 
Greater Washington and Council 
of Korean Churches collected 
funds for Hurricane Katrina 
victims. They presented the funds 
to a Red Cross representative 
in May 2006. (From right, Young 
Keun Kim, then president of 
Korean Association, a Red Cross 
representative, Rev. Dong Soo 
Shin, Sam Lae Cho) 

► Heung Taek Moon, then president 
of Koran Association, presented 
the collected funds to a Red Cross 
representative for 9 .11 victims. 

T Dr. Chai Chang Choi presented 
support funds to steave Linton, 
president of Mutual Assistant 
Movement in Washington, D.C. 
in 1999. 



._ Korean War memorial established in 1995 in front 
of Lincoln Memorial, Washington , D.C. 

A Ceremony of unveiling of tombstone 
of Penn Su by the Centennial 
Committee - Washington D.C. 

The original tombstone of Penn Su, 
the first Korean graduated from an 
American college. 

◄ The new tombstone of Byun Su built 
by the Centennial Committee. 



T Ok Phil Kim presents the resolution for the centennial ceremony 
of Korean immigration to the U.S. adopted by the Virginia State 
Congress to Yoon Soo Park. 

.& Yoon Soo Park, president of the Centennial 
Committee of Korean Immigration to the U.S., and 
officers of the committee on October 19, 2001. 



T At the opening ceremony for Washington 
Mutual Aid Association . 

.&. Korean teachers and students in the early 
Korean school in June 1974. 

"'- Yoon Han Kim, first 
president of Washington 
Welfare Service Center. 



ter Washington 

Date. N 
~ 

District Of C"nt 

Opening of Washington ► 
Family Center in May 1995. 

◄ James Chu Yim (center), president of 
Korean American Grocers Association of 
Washington, presents 3,000 turkeys and 
3,000 bottles of Coca-Cola to Anthony 
Williams, mayor of Washington, D.C. on 
November 20, 2000. 

◄ Miss Korea contest held by 
the Korea Times in 1995. 



.& Joo Sub Song who immigrated alone to U.S. in 1976 and enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1978, and 
retired after 24 year services finally established 87 large family members. (Ref: Page 223) 

◄ Director of the Dance One Academy 
Lisa M. Seo (center) and her pupils. 



About the Translator 

Kyu Won Lee, who translated this book from Korean into English came to the U.S. in 1968 as a student. 
Below is his education and employment background: 

- Education -
MS in Applied Linguistics (1972), Georgetown University, Washington D.C. 
BA in English Literature ( 1966), Kyung Nam University, Masan, KOREA 

- Employments -

UMWA Health and Retirement Funds, Washington, D.C. 
January 2006- Consultant for the Executive Director 
May 1999-December 2005 Director of Eligibility Services 
June 1985-April 1999 Assistant Director of Eligibility Services 
February 1974-May 1985 Various managerial positions including Senior Manager, 

Manager and Assistant Manager 

U.S. Defense Language School's contract schools (CCI and WIT), Arlington, VA 
March 1970-June 1972 Linguist (Department Head), East Asian Language Group 
Nov. 1968-February 1970 Korean Instructor 

Franciscan Fathers Language School (Myong Do Won), Seoul, KOREA 
July 1966-June 1968 Korean Instructor 

Korean Naval English Language School, Chin Hae, KOREA 
October 1963-March 1966 English Instructor 
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Ahn, Eung Seop 
Ahn, Hong Kyun 
Ahn, Hyun Joo 
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Ahn, Young Hwan 
An,HyunJun 
Bae, Chang Ae 
Bae, Dennis YoW1gdae 
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Baek, Young Hee 
Ban, Byung Seop 
Ban,KiMoon 
Ban, Pil Sik 
Bang, Hong Dae 
Bang, Hwa SWlg 
Bang, Jae Hyup 
Bang, Joseph KeW1jo 
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··· ·•····· ···•····· ··· ·· ···· 

Chang, Chang Gook 
Chang, Chi Bon 
Chang, Dae Wook 
Chang, Doo Hwan 
Chang, Doo Seok 

350,352,353,354,355 
181 
257 
354 
387 
225 
210 
30 
147, 352,355,356 
307,308 
348 
316 
261,272 
165,168,169,171 
319 
227 
133,138 
354 
283 
348 
362 
97, 98, 110 
268 
205 

75,83 
98 
264 
160 
158,165,166,172 
226,268 
202 
360 
99 
167,171, 172 
103 
202 

97 
194,206,213,220,234,243,298 
181 
320,347,349 
369 
310,311 
19,36,92, 163,164,169,213,214,243 
208,319,320,322,328,347 
349 
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Chang, Eun Soo 
Chang, Frank 
Chang, Geon 
Chang, Ho Seong 

~~~~,. 1:J~i.P?.~~ ····· 
Chang, IlOk 
Chang, Il Sun 
Chang, In Hoon 
Chang, In Jong 

~~~~,. 1-1.t~~ 
Chang, In Myung 
Chang, Jae Min 
Chang, Jae Won 
Chang, Jae Wook 

~~~~,. 1.~.~).'~~···· 
Chang, Jik Sang 

95 
307, 308 
184 
254 
153 
276 
308 
317, 348 
176 
114 
10 
194 
121 
28 
369 
323,347,348 
183 
44 

113 

Chang, Jimmy 
Chang, Jin Pil 
Chang, Jin Yong 
Chang, John J. 
........... ........ ......................... . ........ . }9,1, 3.9.3., 3.9.1,}~?.,.}9.7,}9.~, 310, 313, 314, 321, 

Chang, Jong Cheol 
Chang, Ki Beom 
Chang, Ki Young 
Chang, Kyung Ho 
.......... ............................................ 
Chang, Kyung Hwan 
Chang, Kyung Pil 
Chang, Lee Wook 
Chang,MiHo 
Chang, Min Soo .. ..... .... ........ .............................. 

Chang, Myun (John) 
Chang, Nam Ho 
Chang, OkJa 
Chang, Sae Mi 
Chang, Se Young 
.... ... ............................................. 

Chang, Seok Hwan 
Chang, Seok Yoon 
Chang, Seok Yoon (James) 
Chang, Seon Keun 
Chang, Seon Nyeo 
Chang, Seong Hwan 
Chang, Seong Nam 
Chang, Shi Choon 
Chang, Shin Jeon 
Chang, Song 
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341,342,347 
265,348 
31 
9, 11, 13, 14 
305,307 
317 
186, 187 
153,213 
271 
340 
14,124, 142, 153, 154, 
47 
181 
174 
328,338,339 
345 
9 

201,262 
134,292 
147 
369 
128,129, 130,131,190 
94 
288 
270,271 



Chang, Soon Deuk 
Chang, Steve S. 
Chang, Won Cheol 
Chang, Yi Wook 

~~~$ ... Y<:>.~~ ~~?.1:1~ .. ... 
Chang, Young Hwan 
Chang, Young Ja 
Chang, Young Ju (Sarah) 
Chang, Young Shin 

~~~$,.Yllll!~?.~ .... 
Chay, Chong Sun 
Cheon, Se Ryung 
Chi, Byung Cheong 
Chi, Dong Seok 
Chi, Seon Mook 
Chi, Soon Ok 
Chiang, II Hyung 
Chin, Keum Seop 
Cho, Bong Wan 

~~?.•~~$ .. ~~~····· 
Cho, Byung Cheol 
Cho, Byung Ok 
Cho, Byung Suh 
Cho, Byung Tae 
Cho, Chang Hyun ............................................. 

Cho, Chang Joon 
Cho, Chang Koo 
Cho, Chang Nam 
Cho, Chang Soo 
Cho, Chang Soo (Mrs. Houchins) 
........................................................................................ 
Cho, Chang Yeon 
Cho, Choong Hoon 
Cho,DaeBin 
Cho, Dae Hong 

David 
Cho, Dong Seol 
Cho, DongYeok 
Cho,EungHa 
Cho, Eung Kyu 
Cho, Eunok (Benesch) 
Cho, Frank 
Cho, Gitn 
Cho, Han Yong 

Cho, He Sook 

212 
88,103 
349 
124 
338 
24 
268 
340 
338 
301,302 
278 
165 
250 
301 
81,95,97 
96 
70,93,94,387 
229 
23,276 
353 
71 
7 

120 
234 
24,125,348 
279,325,347 
135, 138, 139, 349 
301 
177, 181 
216 
107 
354 
362 
10 

144 
309 
350,352,353,355,356 
24 
257 
337 
183 
46, 134, 317, 139, 140, 202, 240, 241, 245, 248, 
288,291,292,348,372 
176 
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Cho, Hyun Sang 
Cho, Hyun Sook 
Cho, Hyung Bok 
Cho, Hyung Joo 

Jae Keol ........................... 

Cho, Jenny (Eun Kyung) 
Cho, Jeong Hee 
Cho,JongHo 
Cho, Jong Moo 

C:::~<>,J<>?.:°:~ ~??.:°: .. 
Cho, Katherine 
Cho, Kwang Dong 
Cho, Kwang Ok 
Cho, Kyu Hwan 

<;:~<>, ~yii ?.>7~?~ .. 
Cho,Kyulk 
Cho, Kyung Jin 
Cho, Man Kyung 
Cho, Michael 

Cho, Min Hwoi 
Cho, Myung Soo 
Cho, Nak Hyun 
Cho, Nam Hong 
Cho, Nam Hyun 
Cho,Nancy 
Cho, Peter 
Cho, Pil Sang 
Cho, SamLae 
Cho, Sang Jin 
....... .............................. 
Cho, Se Hyung 
Cho, Seok Rae 
Cho, Seok Young 
Cho, Seong Cheol 
Cho, Seong Geol 
..... .. ................. ........... ... .. 
Cho, Seong Hee 
Cho, Seong Mi 
Cho, Seong Yoon 
Cho, Seung Kyu 
Cho, Seung Yeon 
Cho, Sil 
Cho, SooMe 
Cho, Tae Yeon 
Cho, Woong Yeon 
Cho, Yong Ki 
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241 
179 
114 

277 
170 
268 
2,4 
29, 135,355 
276 
249 
226,272,345 
255 
337 
156 
234 
293 
354 

120 
358 
70,90,97 
362 
227 
337 
272 
44, 203,254,255,267,268,382 
269, 272 
190,193 
29 
309 
317 
187 
163 
182 
20 
109 

31 
121 
196 
267 
321,349 
80,92 



Cho, Yoon Ho 
Cho, Young 
Cho, Young Ho 
Cho, Young Hoon 

159, 163 
79 
349 
309 

~~?.,Y.°.l1.11~Ja.: 96 
Cho, Young Jin 66, 103,106,258 
Cho, Young Nam 233, 306 
Cho, Young Rae 333, 347, 349 
Cho, Young Soon 98 

~~?.~• ~~~& 191 
Choi, Audrey 275 
Choi, Bok Seong 265, 348 
Choi, Byung Goo 154 
Choi, Byung-Keun 376 

~~?.i,S~a.:i~.~~~ .................. .......................................................................................................... ~1 .. .. ~~. ?2, .}2 .... 17 .. .. ~3.1 ... ?~.~ .... ?11, .?~5, 240, 242, 
243, 247,255,288, 291,299, 370,382 

Choi, Chang Deok 302 
Choi, Chang Hwan 
Choi, Chang Hyuk 

<;:~?.~• .. ~~~~ .. ~~?P.(t\~~S.~i?) .... 
Choi, Chang Soo 
Choi, ChangWook 
Choi, Cheon Sik 
Choi, Choong Nam 
Choi, Daniel Byung-Keun 
. . ........................................................ . 

Choi, Deok Shin 
Choi,Do Sik 
Choi, Dong Hyun 
Choi, Elizabeth 
Choi, Eun Hwa 
Choi, Eung-Gil 
Choi, Han Yong 
Choi,HeJa 
Choi, Hee Seop 
Choi, Ho II 
Choi, Ho Joong 
Choi, Hong Hee 
Choi, Hong Tae 
Choi, Hoon Jin 
Choi, Hyangnam Brackney 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Choi, Hyun Kwang 
Choi, Hyung Jong 
Choi, In Dal 
Choi, In Ho 
Choi, In Jong 

387 
181 
115,118 
181 
69 
184 
288 
144,189,203,244,248,272 
133, 201, 263 
133 
30,47,203 
276 
167 
44 
348 
361 
282 
349 
21 
133, 201 
129 
82 
167 
307 
363 
182 
170 
270, 304 
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Choi, JnKyu 
Choi, In Seon 
Choi, In Sook 
Choi, Jae Keun 

<:::~<:>~,!~~-~~ 
Choi, Jang Moo 
Choi, Jeong Kyu 
Choi, Jeong Mok 
Choi, Jeong Seon 

<:::~<:>~,J~?.1:1~ ~~?P __ _ 
Choi, Joo Young 
Choi, Joon Cheol (John C.) 
Choi, Joon Moon 
Choi, Joong Won 

<:::~<:>~,J':111~-~~lll __ 
Choi, Kenneth 
Choi, Keun Hyung 
Choi, Kwang Hee 
Choi, Kwang Sik 

<:::~<:>i, ~~~~~?? __ _ 
Choi, Kwang Young 
Choi, Kyu Hwa 
Choi, Kyu Tae 
Choi, Kyu Yong 

<:::~<:>~,-~~~-~<:)~-- ----
Choi, Kyung Seok 
Choi, Kyung Soo 
Choi, Lorraine 
Choi,ManHo 
Choi, Mary 
................................. 
Choi,MiHe 
Choi, Moon Ja 
Choi, Myung Ja 
Choi, Myung Sang 
Choi, Paul Hotak: 
Choi, Sang Jin 
Choi, Sang Ko 
Choi, Sang Oh 
Choi, Sang Yeol 
Choi, Sang Yong 
..... ......... ..................................... 
Choi, Seok Nam 
Choi, Seon Ki 

Choi, Seong Hwan 
Choi, Seong 11 
Choi, Seong Mo 
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138,225,226,345 
165 
167,218 
96 
176 
119 
348 
325, 333 
96 
44,46, 218,225,288 
362 
188 
341 
277 
183 
276 
361 
319,324,347 
361,362,363 
21,242,249 
348 
132 
354 
116,277 
125 
1 
96,148,257 
276 
272 

280 
181 
387 
305 
129 
94,97, 150,166,168,209 
106 

158 
46,121 
348 
63 
130, 262 
353 
182 
136, 137, 138 
29 



Choi, Seung Hong 
Choi, Seung Woon 
Choi, Shin Ae 
Choi, Soo Bok 

SooHwan 
Choi, Soo Young 
Choi, Soon Bok 
Choi, Susan 
Choi, Tae Beom 

<:::~()~, T.~e. ~~~···· 
Choi, Tong Ryun 
Choi, Won Chang 
Choi, Won Seop 
Choi, Woon Sang 

<;:~°-~' Ya.11:~ ~??½ .. 
Choi, Yeon Ho 
Choi, Yeon Hong 
Choi, Yong Jin 
Choi, Yong Seop 

<:::~()~, Y.°.~~ ~()() . 
Choi, Yong Woon 
Choi, Yoon Chil 
Choi, Young Ah 
Choi, Young Hong 
Choi, Young Hoon 
.. ·· ················· ·· ·· ·· ·· ·· ·· ·············· ···· 
Choi, Young Ja 
Choi, Young Kwon 
Choi, Young Kyun (Gregory) 
Choi, Young Mo 
Choi, Young Rak 
. ··· ·· ············ ···· ··· ··· ·· ···· ··· ······· ··· 
Chong, Chong Man 
Chong, Sekwon Kenneth 

Chong, Sun Kwon 
Choo, Kwon 
Chough, Kwan Young 
Chu, David D. 
Chun, Bok Yeon 
Chun, Byung Kyu 
Chun, Dal Moon 
Chun, Daniel Y. 

Chun, Doo Hwan 

Chun, Edward 
Chun, Eun Myung 

293 
78 
166 
353 

254,255 
29,68,69,288 
162 
190 
173 
120 
363 
337 
15, 17 
162 
111 
159,161,163,164,165,167,169,171,173,363 
IO 

187 
80 
158 
207 
276 
361 
165 
166 
107 
117 
362 
337 
262,387 
79, 141, 203, 229, 234, 242, 243, 244, 248, 264, 
267,292,370,376 
89 

109 
326 
92 
163 
292,293 
133, 134, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 142, 205, 241, 
262, 263, 362, 
134, 135 
181 
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Chun, Hwa Young 
Chun, Hyun Ja 
Chun, Jae Young 
Chun, Jeong Goo 

g~lll1!.!~?.11~.~~···· 
Chun, Jong Joon 
Chun, Joo Man 
Chun, Keun Taek 
Chun, Kwang Ryeol 

g~lll1! .. ~~. ??.11¥ .... 
Chun, Kyung Cheol 
Chun, Kyung Hwan 
Chun, Kyung Moo 
Chun, Kyung Sook 
Chun, Man Woong ............................. , ... ...... ......... .. ..... .. . 

Chun, Noh Soo 
Chun,OkJoo 
Chun, Seong Kook 
Chun, Seong Nam 
Chun, Shinae 
Chun, Sooll 
Chun, Tae Sup 
Chun, Yong Hwan 
Chun, Yong Woon 

g~lll1,.Y?.~~Jl ... 
Chun, Young Keun 
Chun, Young Nam 
Chun, Yo~g Yeon 
Chung Jong Kwan 

g~lll1$,1).e~~~···· 
Chung, Byung Soon 
Chung, Byung Yeh 
Chung, ByungYool 
Chung, Chan Soo 
Chung, Chang Eun 

.......................... 
Chung, Chang Hwan 
Chung, Cheon Yong 
Chung, Cho Woo 
Chung, David 
Chung, Dong Soo 

................................... 
Chung, Doo Man 
Chung, EdB. 
Chung, Eui Seop 
Chung, Eun Mi 
Chung, Eun Soo 
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291 
166,167 
97,163 
170 
355 
107,212,387 
17 
270,271,308,323,326 
336 
29,125,129,142,247 
273 
135 

10 
307 
318,349 
349 
106 
318 
116 
229,235,273 
165,291 
79 
267 
271 

211,264 
265,272 
190,198 
270,271 
303,309 
166, 172, 173 
249 
329 
320 
338 
309 
320 
317,347 
121 
174,175 
275 
304 
92,216,256,387 
320,328,348,349 
176 
176 



Chung, Eun Sook 
Chung, Goo Young 
Chung, Hae Gak 
Chung, Hae Young 

<:";h,~~' 1.:I~l~X':1?~ ....... . 
Chung, Hasang (St. Paul) 
Chung, Hee Ra 

Chung, Ho Jin 
Chung, Ho Won 

C:h.~~' 1.:I~l)i~e.?.r:i~ ... 
Chung, Hyo Goo 
Chung, 11 Boon 
Chung, 11 Kwon 
Chung, 11 Nam 

<:";~~~' I~. ~?.l)J:1 ··· 
Chung,InMo 
Chung, In Taek 
Chung, In Yang 
Chung, Insook 

<:h.~~,!~e.P??. .... 
Chung, Jae Hoon 
Chung, Jae Wan 
Chung, Jang Hoon 
Chung, Jeong Ho 
Chung, Jeong Sik 
···· · ·· ················· ···· ··· ··············· ···· · 
Chung, Jeong Woong 
Chung, Ji Eun 
Chung, Jin Hoon 
Chung, Joo Young 
Chung, Joon Young 
··· ····· ············ ······· ······ ····· ·· ··· ········ ·· ···. 
Chung, Jung Wook 
Chung, Kap Jin 
Chung, Keh Hoon 
Chung, Keh Seong 
Chung, Keun Hong 
·· ·· ········ ········ ······ ···· ······· ···· ······· ······ ··· .. 

Chung, Keun Mo 
Chung, Ki Won 
Chung, Ki Yong 
Chung, Kyu Cheol 
Chung, Kyu Jin 
Chung, Kyu Sup 
Chung, Kyung Hwa 
Chung, Kyung Ja 
Chung, Kyung Taek 
Chung, Mal Soon 

353 
352 
226, 345 
99 
11 
117 
31 
187 
360 
353 
157, 171 
104 
16,29, 125,153 
86 
267 
267,268 
24 
94,95,96,97 
257 
71 
184, 349 
291 
306,307,308,310,312,347 
107 

321 
361 
182 
349 
29 
20,57,99, 126,219,267,268 
362 
115,224,229,234,242,387 
361,363 
325,333,347 
349 
98 
11 
129,190,191,208 
272 

226 
76,218, 257,387 
62,340 
352 
1191 
226 
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Chung, Mi Rah 
Chung, Mi Young 
Chung, Myung Hee 
Chung, Myung Seop 

<;~llll~, ~~~ ~a. .... 
Chung, Ok Moon 
Chung, Sang Bok 
Chung, Sang Dae 
Chung, Sang Hwan 

<;~llll~, .~a.11~ ~~~···· 
Chung, Sang Sa 
Chung, Se Bong 
Chung, Seok Beom 
Chung, Seon Hee 

<;~llll¥,.~~°.11yoll11~ ·· ···· 
Chung, Seong Ae 
Chung, Seong Cheol 
Chung, Seong Nak 
Chung, Seung Hwan 
Chung, Seung Jae 
·· ·· ··· · ··· · ·· ···· · ··· ···· ······ ·· ·· ·· ·· · ··· ····· ·· ·· 

Chung, Seung Yeol 
Chung, So Young 
Chung, Song Seok 
Chung, Soo 11 

Chung, Tae Jin 
Chung, Tae Sook 
Chung, Taek Jeong 
Chung, Woo Chang 
Chung, Woo Cheon 
Chung, Woo Seok 
Chung, Woo Soon 
Chung, Woon Bok 
Chung, Woon Soo 
Chung, Yeon Pyoung 
Chung, Yeon Woon 
Chung, Yong Chui 
Chung, Yong Jin 

YooKeun 
Chung, Yoo Sang 
Chung, Young Ah 
Chung, Young Hee 
Chung, Young Sik 
Cook, Joung 
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276 
181 
348 
85 
28 
346 
136 
166,245,247,268 
309 
187 
301,303,304,305 
173 
226,345 
176 
226,345 
362,363 
269,270 
189 
353 
353 
308 
183 
301 
291 
345 
78,387 
307 
96 
103, 104 
348,349 
353 
187 
176,192 
148,150,170 
11 
349 
349 
69, 93,94,95,97, 100,255,256 
159,163,173 
174 
315,316 
172 
167,172,173 
361 
182 



Cox, Soon Keum 

Doh, Harrison 

Doh, Hyun Seok 

Doh, Hyunsok 

JiDeok 

Doh, Sang Cheol 

Dong,WonMo 

Doo, Sang Dal 

Eoh, SooLin 

Eom, Han Seop 

Eom, IlJong 

Eom, Ji Won (Michael) 

Eom, Se Jin 

~llll,. }3.?.~~ ~?.?. .. 
Eun, Choon Pyo 

Fenkle, Heinz Insu 

Gerrett, Soon 

Gill, Chong 0. 

9.?~~' ~~~ 1'1.~ 
Gong, Cheon Taek 

Gong, Choon Taek 

Gong, -lnAe 

Gong, Jong Soon 

Gong, Pyung Won 
.... ... ····· ···· · ··········· ··· ·· ··· ····· ·· ······· ·· · · 
Gong, Young Hee 

Gonzales, Soo Yon 

Ha,HongJoo 

Ha, JaeHak 

1.:I~,.1.<.:~~~~Il1: .... 
Ha, Sang Do 

Ha, Soon Deuk 

Ha, Yoon Hwan 

Hahm, Byung Choon 

Hahm,Doo Chan 

Hahm, Jong Keun 

Hahm, Ki Yong 

Hahm, Nam Soon 

Hahm,SeNam 

Hahm, Seok Heon 

Hahm, Seong Deok 

Hahm, Seung Ho 

Han, Bae Cheol 

Han, BokHee 

Han, Byung-Kil 

288 
280 
120 
120 

337 
23,29, 125,129,130 
98 
148 

115,118 
181 
361,362 
130 

160 
359 
184,257 
276 
226 
345 
8 
255 
353 
173 
281 
187 
182 
136 

31 
167 
319,321,324, 325, 347 
153,200 
259 
349 
207 
328 
353 
163 
352 
257 
353, 354 
96 
52,154,231 
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Han, Chang S. 
Han,Cho 
Han, Chul Woo 
Han, Dong Jick 

?.~, ~~i S.1:t~11~···· 
Han, GiBin 
Han,HaWoon 
Han,HeSin 
Han, Hee Taek 

g~,.1.:1.~~~~~ .... 
Han, Hong Jin 
Han, Hye Sook 
Han, Hyun Sook 
Han, In Sop 

?.~, ~Y.?.111:1~ 
Han,JaeHo 
Han, James 
Han, Jeong Ja 
Han, Jeong Soo 

?.~, !.??!1 ~~?I'. ... 
Han, Ki Baek (Han Nong) 
Han,KiDuk 
Han,KiHyun 
Han, Kwang Jeop 

?,~, ~~~~ :t'l":Y~C111 .. ... 
Han, Kwang Soo 
Han,MiHwa 
Han, Myung Sook 
Han, Paul 
Han, Peter S. 
Han, Pyo Wook 
Han, Sang Deok 
Han, Sang Doo 
Han, Seong Koo 
Han, Seong Kyu 
Han, Seong Ryeol 
Han, Seong Sik 
Han, Seung Joo 
Han, Sook 
Han, Soon Jeong 
Han, Susan 
Han, Taell 
Han, Tae Kyung 
Han, Tak Chae 
Han, Wan Sang 
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277 
163 
94,95,97 
256 
266 
30 
173 
161, 165 
95,318 
166 
249 
387 
167 
31 
176 
69 
276 
182 
352,355 
97 
165,175 
303,313,320,326,337,338,387 
147 
276 
22,125,190 
265 
209,247 
306 
115 
187 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 124, 153,369 
319 
388 
353 
119 
187 
354 
61,153,229,383 
126,167,306 
176 
329 
103 
69,208,257,291 
153 
136 



Han, Young Bo 
Han, Young Kyo 
Ho, Alex Kwangsu 
Ho, Jeok 

1:1(), ~~()n.~ 1-9 .. 
Hong, Baek Ki 
Hong, Chi Wook 
Hong, Chin Sop 
Hong, Choon Bo 

1:l()n.~,. ~~??!:. ~~?P ... .... . 
Hong, Choon Taek 
Hong, Choong Nam 
Hong, Doo Jin 
Hong, Eun Hee 

1:l()n.~,.~1:111..fy?. ..... . 
Hong, Eun Young 
Hong,Ik:Pyo 
Hong, 11 Song 
Hong, In Gook 

Hong, Jae Wan 
Hong,Jenny 
Hong, Jenny (Jin Kyung) 
Hong, Jeong Kil 
Hong, Jong Cheol 

.. ...... ······ ········ ···· ·· ······ ······ ··· 
Hong, Koh Eun 
Hong, Kyui Cheol 
Hong, Kyung Soo 

Hong, Oh Koon 
Hong, Sa Joong 
Hong, Seok Hyun 
Hong, Seong Ae 
Hong, Seong Hyun 
... ··· ··· ······ ···· ··· ·········· ········· ·· ·········· · 
Hong, Seong Jin 
Hong, Seong Keun 
Hong, Seong Nam 
Hong, Seong Won 
Hong, Seong Won (Pascal) 
Hong, Seong Wook 
Hong, Shin Woong 
Hong, Soon Sik 
Hong, Wesley Keh Ho 
Hong, Won Ki 

11 
31 
163,168 
9 
103 
187 
277 
264 
316 
190 
315 
119 
254,267 
374 
248 
266,267 
184 
245 
315 
276 
348 
337,338 
277 
107 
125 
104 
24 
270 
227 
187 
139 

1 
153 
348 
264 
227 
112 
95, 116 
191 
115,118 
17 
75, 78, 102 
272 

266,388 
76,98,265 
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Hong, Won Young 
Hong, Yang Bo 
Hong, Yong Ki 
Hong, Yoon Hee 

.f:I<:>11~,y()~~.~i½ ...... . 
Huh, Byung Yeol 
Huh, Cheon Seok 
Huh, Hyung Beom 
Huh, Hyung Man 

.f:Illll!.!~??~ ...... . 
Huh, Jeong Seok 
Huh, Jong Wook 
Huh, Joong Ho 
Huh,Kwon 

J:Illll<~~~~ l!P. . 
Huh, Seong Woong 
Huh, Yonglk 
Huh, Yoon 
Hur, In Wook Ben 

.f:I":'~, .f:I? ~yt1.ll~ . .. 
Hwang, Benjamin 
Hwang, Byung Gi 
Hwang, Chan Kyu 
Hwang, Chang Ha 

.f:I":'~~!.~~~<:>11}1. ...... . 
Hwang, Chi Won 
Hwang, Dong Kyu 
Hwang, Eun Young 
Hwang, Gap Joo 
Hwang, Gap Soo 

.... .. ......................... 
Hwang,Gina 
Hwang, Hoo Ryung 
Hwang, Hyun Joon 
Hwang, Jae Kyung 
Hwang, Jang Yeop 

............. 
Hwang, Jeong Soon 
Hwang, Jeong Yeon 
Hwang, Jin Kyung 
Hwang, Joong 
Hwang, Keon Yeol 
.... ....................................... 

Hwang, Keurn Joo 
Hwang, Moon Kyu 
Hwang, Ok Seong 
Hwang, Sa Seon 
Hwang, Sa Yong 
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79 
31 
30 
166 
1,2,299 
147 
307,308, 347 
309 
119, 120 
7 
291 
303,305,315 
72,100 
158, 164,166,167,169,249, 250 
2 
346 
270 
272 
309, 312,315,324, 329,337,387 
353 
182 
180 
77, 95 
9, 10 
321 
112 
170,316 
103 
159,163,168,173 
159 
387 
181 
387 
20, 30,66, 76, 92, 93,94, 100,191,214,235 
210,221 
316,317,319,320,321,326,332,333,347,348 
349 
121 
361 
226,344 
257 
105,388 
204,249 
207 
10 



Hwang, Sang Eui 

Hwang, Se Yeon 
Hwang, Seong Soo 
Hwang, Supong 

1.l:'Y.~~.x()1:11.1~1.\~ . 
Hwangbo, Cheol 

Hyun Mi 
Hyun, Hong Joo 
Hyun, Hong Taek 

1.f:~,J<>~~.~~ ..... 
Hyun, Joon Ki 
Hyun, Kelly 
Hyun, Peter 

Hyun, Shin Ae 

I.I~, ~()?1?:.!?1?:~ ... 
Im,AeRan 
Im,Andrew 
Im, Byung Goo 
Im,ByungHo 

1-1?, ~~~ !~ 
Im, Byung Kyu 
Im, Chang Kyu 

Im, Chang Soo 
Im, Chang Young (Channing) 

ChoonTaek 

Im,DongKyu 
Im, Gil Jae 
Im, GongJik 

Im,Hae Sik 
HakChan 

Im,HakSeo 

Im,He Sin 
Im, Heon Mook 

Im,JangHo 
Im,JeongAe 

Im,JeongHa 
Im,JongKil 
Im, Jong Young 

....................................... 
Im, Joon Sang 

Im,KiJoo 
Im,Ki Seop 
Im, Kyung Hee 

Im, Myung Jin 

348 
214 
30 
73, 97, 100 
163 
180,315 
306 
140,153 
1 
24 
158 
276 
160 
23 
148 
337 
278 
5 
349 
7, 10, 11, 13 
129,130 
272 
187 
10,129,142,142,201 
119 
20 
29 
307 
226 

169,171,172 
75 
188 

318 
337 
96 
78, 79,94,97 
348 
271 
110 
305 
353,354 
369 
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Im,OkHwan 
Im,PoongHo 
Im, SeokGoo 
Im, Seong Bin 

1.1.11,.~~~~~~~()~···· 
Im, Seung Taek 
Im, SooJin 
Im, Soo Young Whitaker 
Im, Sook Young 

Soon Chan 
Im, Won Jeong 
Im, Yong Kyun 
Im,YoungAe 
Im, YoungTaek 

1.1.11,.:X?.~~ ~()()Jl . 
In, Cheol Soo 
In, Se Bin 
Jaishon, Philip (Suh, Jae Pil) 
Jhin, Kyo Paul 

Jin,HeeMan 
Jin, Jeong Ja 
Jin, Yo Han 
Joo, Chris 
Joo, Do Young 
Joo, Dong Geol 
Joo, Ha Seong (Harold S.) 
Joo, 1k Seong 

!?.°.•~.~~~. (~~~~~! .... 
Joo, Jeong Se 
Joo, Kyung Ro 
Joo, Nam Hoon 
Joo, Ok Ryeol 

!?.?, ~~¥~~ 
Joo, Sang Oh 
Joo, Seong Bong 
Joo, Seong Cheol 
Joo, Woo Jeong 
Joo, WookJa 
Joo, Young Ha 
Joo, Young Han 
Joo, Young Jin 
Jung, Nam Suk 
Jung, Young Man 
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267 
248 
191,199 
294 
115 
186,187 
75 

257 
31 
304 
111 
323 
320 
146 
1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 11, 235, 297 
274,285,291 
10 
126 
75 
96 
96 
265 
186 
208,270,271 
150 
182,183 
115 
179 
168,173 
191,270,271 
348 
119, 120 
312,347 
94,97 
103 
131,361 
362 
165 
142 
187 
120 
110 



Kang, Bok Hee 220 

Kang, Chan Seon 31 

Kang, Chang Je 97 

Kang, Chang Wook 301 

.~~ ... ~~~1..?.~ ............................. ... ................ ....... ............... .. ................. .... .................................... ~i,~.~3.,}3.1,}.3.? ... }iQ,.1.?.9., .. 1.?.? .. ~9?, ?~}! 248 
Kang, Chung Hwa 121 

Kang, Dae Hoon 

Kang, Dong Jin 

Kang, Dong Won 

~~.~~i..?~ 
Kang,EulMo 

Kang, Eun Sook 

Kang, Gap Soon 

Kang, Gyeon Sil (Connie) 

~~•.?~~9.1:lP. .... 
Kang, Ho Keun 

Kang, Ho Kwan 

Kang, Ho Seok 

Kang,Hyo 

~~' ?~~ ~~~?l 
Kang,llGoo 

Kang, In Seon 

Kang, Jae Neung 

Kang, Jeong Hee 

Kang, Jeong Ok 

Kang, Jeong Sik 

Kang, Jin Hee 

Kang, Jin Ho 

Kang, Jin Wook 

Kang,Keun ... ... .................... ..... .. 

Kang, Kil Jong 

Kang, Kil Roh 

Kang, Kyung Ah 

Kang, Kyung Ho 

Kang, Kyung Koo 
································ ··· ········· ········· 

Kang, Kyung Ok 

Kang, Min Sik 

· Kang, Moon Bong 

Kang, Moon Hyuk 

Kang, Nam Jung 

Kang, Ok Hyung 

Kang, Phil Myung 

Kang, Pil Won 

Kang, Seo Ra 

Kang, Seok Chan 

340 

149 

149 

269 

245 

113, 126 

348 

160,161 

20,21 , 24 

187 

264,387 

147 

340 

170 

78 

95 

314 

75 

227 

321 

2 

349 

319, 324, 347 

201 

116 
24 

277 

268 

147,148 

32, 269 

49 

125 

79,217,218 

44,143,189,249 

216,217,257 

165 

182 

182 

172 
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Kang, Seok Man 
Kang, Seong Ho 
Kang, Seong 1k 
Kang, Seung Kyu 

~~? ~??.J:1 ~~~ ··· 
Kang, Soon Hyung 
Kang, Soon Im 

Kang, Suk Bae 
Kang, Taek Mo 

~~?\Y?.11~~~ ··· 
Kang, Won Ho 
Kang, Won Yong 
Kang, Woo II 
Kang, Woong Joe 

~~?.Y?. .~~?P ..... 
Kang, Yong Hol 
Kang, Young Chae 
Kang, Young Reul 
Kang, Young Hoon 

~~?.Y?.~~'Y?.?. ... 
Kang, Younghill 
Keam,Mark 
Kee, Woo Sile 
Keh, Chang Ho 
Keh, Eun Soon 
Keh, Kwang Ho 
Keh, SunHah 
Keh, Sun Young 
Keller, Nora Okja 
Khim,JayW. 
Kiel, Hyoung Ki 
Kil, In Soo 
Kim, Ae Kyung 
Kim, Alex (Kyung 11) 
Kim,Andrew 
Kim, Baek Nam 
Kim, Benjamin 
Kim,BoGook 

Kim,Bong 
Kim, Bong Jin 
Kim, Bong Seon 
Kim, Boo Soon 
Kim, Boo Young 
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307 
269 
125,147,148 
353 
163 
309,347 
258 
119 
16 
31 
103 

67 
119 
74,92,93, 110,231,234,243,270,276 
71, 136 
142 
128,129,202 
232 
116, 201, 300 
170,235,274 
159,160 
229,275 
352 
43,57,288 
133,138,190,202,241,248,372 
272 

338 
338 
160,162 
229,261,291,304 
287 
69 
167 
282 
114, 115, 116,117,118,119,224,337 
336 
337 
110 
187 
307,310,314,315,346,348 
176 
353,354 
186,187 
165 
104 



Kim, Byoung Kwan 
Kim, Byung Dae 
Kim, Byung Hyun 
Kim, Byung Seo 

~.~~¥~°.n.: 
Kim, Byung Woon 
Kim, Chae Kon (Robert) 
Kim,Chan 
Kim,ChanHo 
Kim, Chan Soo 
Kim, Chan Young 
Kim, Chang Ho 

Kim, Chang Jae 

~. g~~~!.~ 
Kim, Chang Moon 
Kim, Chang Oh 
Kim, Chang Soo 
Kim, Chang Soon 

~._g~~~~?1.1. ... 
Kim,Cheol 
Kim, Cheol Ho 
Kim, Cheol Hwoi 
Kim, Cheol Ki 
Kim, Chi Seop 

······································· 
Kim, Chi Yoon 
Kim,ChinH. 
Kim, Choon Tack 
Kim, Choong Hewn 
Kim, Choong I1 
. .................................... ... 
Kim, Dae Geon (St. Andrew) 
Kim, Dae Jung 

Kim,DaeSik 
Kim, Dae Yeol 
Kim, Dae Yong 
Kim, Daniel 
Kim,David 
Kim, David (violinist) 
Kim, David Dongjoon 
Kim, Deok Choon 
Kim,DoAhn 
Kim,DoYeon 
Kim, DoYeop 

288 
332,335 
159,163,173 
67,147 
83 
107,265, 
205 
89 
333 
267 
187 
301,304,305,306,309,316,319,324,346,347, 
348 
315 
271, 335, 348 
114 
98 
261,268 
16, 32,67,266,345 
29, 200,232 
173 
346 
244,265 
358 
346 
190,195 
276 
70 
270,271 
103 
114, 115,224 
31, 47, 57, 123, 128, 129, 130, 132, 133, 134, 135, 
136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 143, 144, 145, 195, 201, 
203,245,271,312,362, 
289 
261 
338 
126,303,304,340,347 
119, 182, 275 
182 
229,234,281 
334, 348 
145 
8 
353 
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Kim, Dong Chan 
Kim, Dong Hee 
Kim,DongHo 
Kim, Dong Huei 

~,J:??.~~li.).71:1!1. .. 
Kim, Dong Jin 
Kim,DongJo 
Kim, Dong Keun 
Kim, Dong Seong 

~,J:??.~~ S.?.<:> .. 
Kim, Dong Wan 
Kim, Dong Young 
Kim,DooHo 
Kim, Doo Hyung 

~,~?~Y. ~?\V~~) .... 
Kim, Elizabeth 
Kim, Eui Keun 
Kim, Eui Sook 
Kim,EunBae 

~,.~1?1•9?<:>~.@i.c~ll!?.~) .... 
Kim, Eun Sil 
Kim,EunSoo 
Kim,EunYi 
Kim, Eung Sik 

~,~1?11?;!~~ ··· 
Kim, Gap Dong 
Kim, Geh Bong 
Kim,Gook 
Kim, Gook Hwa 
Kim,Gook 
Kim, Ha Young 
Kim,HaeGil 
Kim,HaeNam 
Kim,Hae Suk 
Kim, Haeng Ja 
... .... ....... ..... ........................... 

Kim, Hak Joon 
Kim,HakWon 
Kim,Hale 
Kim,HanJo 
Kim, Han Kyu (Sugar) 
Kim,HanOk 
Kim, Han Sil 
Kim, He Kyung 
Kim,HeRan 

254,255 
353 
226 
125 
194 
18, 19,92,247 
153,185,201 
181,345 
255 
361,362 
100 

335 
265 
255,269 
282 
165,276 
263,288 
269 
315,320,347 
160, 161 
182 
177,299,338,358,388 
275 
271 

...... ... ... . .. . 13.g,}3.l,.)}3.,}3.5.,}3.~,. ~}?,}~3, 1±4, 191,269 
254,255 
10 
255 
272 

353 
181 
166,167 
168 
155, 158, 161, 164, 165, 167, 169, 171,173,229, 

. .............................. ...... . 
232 
28 
179,317,336 
304,307,308,315,326,335,347,348,349 
201 
282 
164,167,168,172,257,350,355 
353 
181 
207 
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Kim,HeWon 

Kim, Hee Cheol 

Kim,HeeJin 

Kim, Hee Seok 

~,.:E:J:e.e..~e.?1:1& ... 
Kim, Hee Sook 

Kim, Heon Sik 

Kim, Heon Soo 

Kim,Ho 

Kim,HoKil 

Kim,HoSik 

Kim,Hong 

Kim, Hong Bae 

Kim,HongJa 

~,:E:J:()11~.!~ ... .. . 
Kim,HongKi 

Kim, Hong Rak 
Kim, Hong Ryeol 

Kim, Hong Sik 

Kim,Hoon 
Kim, Hoon Seop 

Kim, Hugo Wheegook 

Kim, Hwal1 
Kim, Hwan Hee 

Kim, Hyun Cheol 
... ····· ·············· ·· ··· ········ ······· ····· · 
Kim, Hyun Chil 

Kim, Hyun Deok 

Kim, Hyun Joo 

Kim, Hyun Joon 

Kim, Soo 

Kim, Hyun Tae 

Kim, Hyun Wook 

Kim, Hyung Bae 

Kim, Hyung 11 

Kim, Hyung Kook 
.. . ········· ·············· ················· ···· ··· 
Kim, Hyung Wook 

Kim, Hyunjun 

Kim, 11Ho 

Kim, 11 Pyung 

Kim, 11 Sung 
... ··· ···· ············· ··· ···· ······ 
Kim, 11 Wook 

Kim,ImSoo 

Kim, In Chan 

Kim, InDeuk 

Kim, InKi 

182 
80 
31 
313 
174 
176 
5 
360 
8,9 
125,147,163,170,173 
100 
186,187,246 
269,270 
174,176,277 
349 
10,259,261 
23,125,350,352,355 
181, 182 
247 
303,320 
348 
229 
81, 95, 101 
166 
8, 10, 23, 153 
67,69, 72,94,95, 100,147,200 
129, 181 
329,347 
68 
299 
21, 22, 116 
353 
181 
126 
276 
58,132,201 
119 
97,150 
315,321,322 
130,142,146,208,214 
272 
226 
44 
29 
165,166,169,171,172 
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Kim, In Soo 
Kim, In Sook 
Kim, In Uk 
Kim, JaKyung 

Kim, Jae Choon 
Kim, Jae Dong 
Kim,JaeEuk 

Kim, Jae Joon 
Kim, JaeK.i 
Kim, Jae Kook 
Kim,JaeKyu 

~.J~~.~~?.1:1!L. 
Kim, Jae Seop 
Kim, Jae Seung 
Kim, Jae Sik: 
Kim, Jae Sook 

Kim, Jae Yeol 
Kim,JangHo 
Kim,JangOh 
Kim, JayC. 
Kim, Jennifer R. 
Kim, Jeom Dong (Esther Pak) 
Kim, Jeong Bok 
Kim, Jeong Dae 

Kim, 
Kim, Jeong Geon 
Kim, Jeong Gi 
Kim, Jeong Han 
Kim, Jeong Ho 
Kim, Jeong Hoon 
Kim, Jeong Hyun 
Kim, Jeong Im 
Kim, Jeong Ja 
Kim, Jeong Mi 
Kim, Jeong Nam 

......................... 
Kim, Jeong Soo 
Kim, Jeong Won 
Kim, Jeong Woo 
Kim, Jeong Wook 
Kim, Jeong Yeol 
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69 
159,167 
268 
181 

76,94,95, 96 
75, 89, 107 
247 

76 
349 
132, 133, 262, 263 
309 
247, 272 
320,348 
185,187 

103 
267 
98,130 
235, 275, 284, 285, 286 
158, 161,164, 165,166,167, 168,171,387 
297 
358 
353 
44 

23 
255 
363 
227, 277 
20,24 
163, 189, 190,341 
172 
96,166,348 
171,180 
181,182 
107,300 
24 
320, 348,349 
301,303 
153 



Kim,JiEun 
Kim,JiHa 
Kim,JiHyun 
Kim, Ji Won 

Kim, Jin Bae 
Kim, Jin Cheol 
Kim, Jin Choon 
Kim, JinDo 
Kim, Jin Hong 
Kim, Jin Ki 
Kim, Jin Seong 
Kim, Jin Wook 

~.!~Y<>~~ . 
Kim, Jinhee Wilde 
Kim,John 
Kim, Jong Bin 
Kim, Jong Cheol 

~,J<>.11~.Pl:l~ 
Kim, Jong Goo 
Kim,JongHo 
Kim, Jong Hoon 
Kim, Jong II 
Kim, Jong Keun 
... ··································· 
Kim, Jong Pil 
Kim, Jong Pil (Pastor) 
Kim, Jong Seon 
Kim, Jong Tae 

~,.!<>,11~y~~ ······· 
Kim, JongYeol 
Kim, Jong Yoon 
Kim, Joo Yeol 
Kim, Joo Young 
Kim, Joon Hee 
Kim, Joon Kil 
Kim, Joon Seong 
Kim, Joseph C. 
Kim, Jung II 
Kim, Jung Tae 
Kim,JungW. 
Kim,KapSok 
Kim, Keh Hwan 
Kim, Keon Sik 
Kim, Keum Soon 

354 
132, 160,201 
254,255 
170 

174 
352, 355 
352, 355 
159 
188, 189 
10 
191 
181 
184, 333 
277 
286 
309, 334, 338,348 
170, 193, 219 
94,95, 97 
318 
271 
99,260 
277,278 
49, 278 
308 
29, 140 
120 
95, 110 
136,267,268 
77 
319,321, 349 
102 
349 
24 
360 
165 
10,306, 308,347 
141,249 
145,210,214,261,265 
387 
388 
208,209,387 
80 
353 
208 
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Kim,KiBok 

Kim, Ki Byung 

Kim, Ki Hwang 

Kim,KiOk 

Kim,Ki Seon 

Kim,KiWoon 

Kim, Ki Woong 

Kim, Ki Young 

Kim, Kil Joon 

~.~1y()~~ ····· 
Kim, Kook Hyun (Brian) 

Kim, Kwang C. 

Kim, Kwang Cheon 

Kim, Kwang Hoon 

~' I<."."~~J<:>e>~ . 
Kim, Kwang Seo 

Kim, Kwang Soo 

Kim, Kwang Taek 

Kim, Kwang Won 

~,I<."."~~~ ~?.!i.~!~~.~~?( ... 
Kim,KwonOh 

Kim, Kwui Tae 

Kim, Kyoung Mok 

Kim,KyuHo 

Kim, Kyu Hong 
...... .. ..... ............................. ..... .. 
Kim,KyuHwa 

Kim, Kyu Hwan 

Kim, Kyu Sik 

Kim, KyungAe 

~,I<.~~~ .. 
Kim, Kyung Eop 

Kim, Kyung Ho 

Kim, Kyung Jae 

Kim, Kyung Jin 
Kim, Kyung Rak 
··········· ·· ······························· ······· ·· · 
Kim, Kyung Sik 

Kim, Kyung Won 

Kim, Kyung Yeol 

Kim,ManHwa 

Kim, Man Kyung 
............... 

Kim, Man Poong 

Kim,ManSik 

Kim,Maria 

Kim,MeeHeh 

Kim,MeeReh 
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69 
265 
76,264 
241,264 
321,349 
301 
276,317,348 
257 
11 
349 
277 
277 
353 
131,301 
227,347 
126, 127, 131 
165,167,172 
301 
288 
226,229,234,345 
352 
268 
74,388 
187 
46 
272 
304 
7 

319,343,353 
121 
269 
307 
208 
86,262 
356 
119 
153 
147,148,149,150 
163 
186 
73,110,387 
146 
300 
176 
174 



Kim,MiJa 
Kim,MiJeong 
Kim,MiJin 
Kim, Mi Young 
Kim, Min Cheol 
Kim, MinSeon 
Kim, Moo Sook 
Kim, Moo Yeol 
Kim, Moon Gap 
Kim, Moon Hee 
Kim,MyunKi 
Kim,Myung 
Kim, Myung Bae 
Kim, Myung Gon 

~.~~~~~-
Kim, Myung Hee 
Kim, Myung Ki 
Kim, Myung Kil 
Kim, Myung Kwan 

~ .. ~~~~( 
Kim, Myung Nam 
Kim, Myung Ok 
Kim, Myung Seong 
Kim, Myung Seop 

~.~~~~~ - -
Kim, Myung Wook 
Kim, Nam Hyun 
Kim, Nam Joon 
Kim, NamKil 

Kim, Nam Yoon 
Kim,NanJo 
Kim, Nanyoung 
Kim,NoMi 
Kim,Ohoe 
Kim, Ok Gil 
Kim, Ok Kyoon 
Kim, Ok Phil 
Kim, OkTae 
Kim, Oliver 
Kim, Patty 
Kim, Paul Sunhak 
Kim, Poong 11 
Kim, Pyohng Choon 
Kim, Sally 

223 
111 
169 
332,337 
352, 353 
163 
180 
358 
321 
163, 164, 171 
319 
349 
153,187,345 
315 
271 
163,164,169 
319 
116 
268 
162 
349 
279 
187, 267 
352 
185,186,187 
63 
347 
270 
156 

173 
160 
2,3 
276 
215 
4 

280,380 
247,263,268 
277 
306 
241,270 
262,263,267 
31,254,255 
275 
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Kim, Sam Yeol 
Kim, Sand 
Kim, Sang Bok 
Kim, Sang Cheol 

~ , ~~11:~P?~ .... 
Kim, Sang Hak 
Kim, Sang Hee 
Kim, Sang Hyung 
Kim, Sang Keun 

~'~~~~~ 
Kim, Sang Min 
Kim, Sang Mook 
Kim, Sang Tae (Henry) 
Kim, Sang Woo 

Se Heon 
Kim, SeHwan 
Kim, Se Kyung 
Kim, Se Seon 
Kim, Se Woong 

Seo Woon 
···································· 

Kim, Seok Han 
Kim, Seok Hyun 
Kim, SeokNam 
Kim, SeonDo 
Kim, Seon Hyun 
. . ................. . 

Kim, Seonll 
Kim, Seon Jae 
Kim, Seon Kil 
Kim, Seon Sik 
Kim, Seon Yong 
............................................... 
Kim, Seong Cheol 
Kim, Seong Deok 
Kim, Seong Goo 
Kim, Seong Han 
Kim, Seong Hoon (Stephan) 
... . .......................................................... . 
Kim, Seong Hwa 
Kim, Seong Hwan 
Kim, Seong Ki 
Kim, Seong Kon 
Kim, Seong Kook 
Kim, Seong Ryong 
Kim, Seong Tae 
Kim, Seong Yeop 
Kim, Seong Yong 
Kim, Seung Hak 
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257 
265 
309 
99 
129 
267,309 
259 
272 
201,261, 272 
116 
291 
76,95,97 
311 
120 

77 
176,179 
10, 11, 13, 14, 15,153, 207 
98,333 
121 
277 
1,94,95,97 
137,139 
69 
164,168,169,171,173 
84 
349 
28,156 
182 
363 
353 
30,66,214 
153 
190 
117, 
29,31,356 
29 
346 
29 
288 
361 
363 
154 
362 
69, 75,94,95 



Kim, Seung Hwan 

Kim, Seung Jin 

Kim, Seung Kyung 

Kim, Seung Wook 

~ •. . ~7~~Y.?~~···· 
Kim, Shin Jae 

Kim,SiMan 

Kim,SiMyeon 

Kim,SiWon 

Smith 

Kim, SoEui 

Kim, So Hee 

Kim, Song Hee 

Kim,Sony 

Kim, Soo Hwan 

Kim, SookJa 

Kim, Soon Bong 

Kim, Soon Hyun 

Kim, SoonJa 

Kim, Soon Jin . 

Kim, Soon Ki 
Kim, Soon Kyung 
.... ··· ·· ··········· ···· ················ ······ 
Kim, Soon Yeop 

Kim, Soon Young 

Kim, Soovin 

Kim, Sophia 

Kim, Steve Yong-Ouk 
. ···· ·············· ··· ···· ······ ··· ····· ··· 
Kim, Sumita 

Kim, Sun Uk 

Kim, Sung Rye 

Kim, Susan 

Kim, TaeHan 

Kim, Tae Heung 

Kim, Tae Hong 

Kim, Tae Hwan 

Kim, Tae Hyung 

Kim, Tae Keun 

Kim, TaeKwon 

Kim, Tae Kyung 

Kim, Tae Mook 

Kim, Tae Seon 

Kim, Tae Seop 

120 
79 
277 

103 

153 
138 

308 
159 
311 
291 
181 
180 
164 
165,167,191,197,205 
96 
115,201 
173, 178, 181 
270,271 
259 
352 
163 
148 
276 
269 
201 
176 
186 
182 
276 
245,356 
175 
119 
202,203,244,245,248 
106 

267 
126 
24 
244,249 
277 
267,268 
68,83 
45,58 
32,66,67 
170,191 
209,269,272 
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Kim, TaeWon 
Kim, Tae Yeon 
Kim, TaekYong 
Kim, Tak 

~.T,~y 
Kim, Theodore U.C. 
Kim, Theresa 
Kim, Timothy 
Kim, UngSoo 

Kim, W. Jamie 
Kim, Walter 
Kim, Weol Seo 

Kim, Won Jeong 
Kim, Won Jong 
Kim, Won Mook 
Kim, Won Seok 

Kim, Wook Dong 
Kim, Yang Hee (Patti) 
Kim, Yangll 

~.y~~~~ 
Kim, Ye Myung 
Kim, Yeon Hwan 
Kim, YeonKi 

Kim 
' 

Kim, Yong Hoon 
Kim, Yong Hyo 
Kim, Yong I. 
Kim, Yongll 

In 

Kim, Yong Keon 
Kim, Yong Keun 
Kim, Yong Ki 

Kim, Yong Pal 
Kim, YongS. 
Kim, Yong Seok 
Kim, Yong Seong (Thaddeus) 
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103 
230 
68,69,93,94,95, 97, 163,170 
334 
280 
29, 55, 69, 92, 129,247, 257, 289, 291 
292 
276 
29,128,147,232,235, 289 
9 
67, 85, 110,227 
293 
121 

166 
328, 348, 353 
320,348 
327 
119 
154 
182 
162 
179 
94 
114 
24 
268 
107 

83,103 
304 
277 
194 

9, 10, 11, 16, 123, 124, 141, 142,235 
202 
75 
189 

270 
163,168, 173 
276 
191 
117 



Kim, Yong Tae 
Kim, Yoo Shin 
Kim, Yoon Gook 
Kim, Yoon Han 

~. Y.o?.:11:.!~?.:11:$. .... 
Kim, Yoon Shim 
Kim, Yoon Sik 
Kim, Yoon Sin 
Kim, Yoon Taek 

~ .. Y?.ll:11:$. .. 
Kim, Young Bong 
Kim, Young Chan 
Kim, Young Cheol 
Kim, Young Cheon 

~,Y.<>lJ:11:~J?() 
Kim, Young Hee 
Kim, Young Ho 
Kim, Young Hoon 
Kim, Young 1k 

~,X<>t1:11:$.A 
Kim, Young Ja 

Kim, Young Ji 
Kim, Young Jin 
Kim, Young Joo 
Kim, Young Keun 
........................ ................. ........... .. 

Kim, Young Kyo 
Kim, Young Ok 
Kim, Young Ryool 
Kim, Young Sam 

Kim, Young Seo 
Kim, Young Sik 
Kim, Young Tae 
Kim, Young Wook 
Kim, Young Yong 
...................................................... 
Kim, Young-key 
KingKojong 
Ko,DaeHyun 
Koh, Byung Cheol 
Koh,David 
Koh,EuiGoo 
Koh, EuiKon 
Koh,Eun 
Koh,EunAe 
Koh, Eung Pyo (Clifford) 

57 
377 
110 
80,378 
3,4,230 
258,259 
69 
226,344 
261 
163 
387 
24,353 
97 
388 
352,353 
147,152,176,226 
31,98, 109,110,186,191,192,193 
170,272 
160,173 
228,244,281 
54,96,224 
352, 353 
87,143,144,245,272 
301 
143,203,209,243,245,246,247,248,382 
173 
265 
353 
123, 127, 132, 137, 139, 140, 141, 143, 260, 271, 
304,307 
276,277 
153,324,349 
170 
28,156 
74 
101, 270,276 
1, 2, 3,297 
249,272 
16, 17,20,66, 215,247 
358 
311,348 
129, 136, 148, 270 
158,160,170 
182 
18,139,247 
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Koh,HanSil 
Koh, Heung Joo 
Koh, Hong Joo 
Koh,InNa 
Koh, Jae Hoon 
Koh,JaeKon 
Koh, Jeong Hwa 
Koh, Jeong Sook 
Koh, Keun Pil 

~?h.~~'.v.~~~ . 
Koh, Mi Kyung 
Koh, Ryeo Haeng 
Koh, Sabrina 

Koh, Seok Tae 
Koh, Seong Min 
Koh, SooOk 
Koh, SookJa 

SoonWook 
Koh, Won 
Koh, Won Sil 
Koh, Young Cheol 
Koh, Young 11 

~?h.,Y.?lll1.~ ~?? . 
Kong, Myung Chul 
Kong, Suk Yeung 
Koo,HanMo 
Koo, In Sook 
Koo, Jeong Seo 
............................................. 
Koo, Moon Jang 
Koo, WonHoi 
Koo, Yong Hoi 
Kook, Hae Hyun 
Kook, Jeong Ryun 
.................................................... 
Kwak, Herny H. 
Kwak, Margie 
Kwak, Moon Joon 
Kwak, Myung He 
Kwak, Seung Young 
Kwak, TaeJo 
Kwak, Tae Seop 
Kwon, Gwui Soon 
Kwon, Hyuk Cheon 
Kwon, Jong Rak 
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99,269 
235 
275 
315 
352,355 
69,125,126,127,129,130 
181 
187 
200 
215 
181 
146,208 
277 
129,130,132,133,135,139,201,262 
182 
31 
186,187 
166 
181 

159,160,163,168,171,173,201 
94 
1 

146,208 
278 
189,249,272 
228,264 
307 
328,348 
79 
292 
120 
199 
80 
182 
300 
276 
320 
276 
276 
182 
311 
165,167,171,172 
84 
26,154 



Kwon, Jong Ryool 
Kwon, Ki Soon 
Kwon, Kyung Hwan 
Kwon, Kyung Mo 

1.<.:~?.11,.~,Y.?.1:111~t~<>.11 .. 
Kwon, Oh Kyun 
Kwon, Oh Seok 
Kwon, Oh Yoon 
Kwon, Oh Young 

.1.<.:~?.11, r~~r.I?<>.11~~~11-1:1 ... 
Kwon, Seon 
Kwon, Seong Hee 
Kwon, Soon Chang 
Kwon, Soon Moo 
Kwon, Tae Ile 
Kwon, Tae Kyung 
Kwon, Tae Myun 
Kwon, Tae Soon 
Kwon, Young Bae 

1.<.:~<>.11,.Y<>.1:11.1~ C!.?<>. 
Kwon, Young Hee 
Kwon, Young Hwan 
Kwon, Young Kyun 
Kwon, Young Mok 

~~~. 1:3.~~ -~1:111 ..... 
Lee,Beom 
Lee, Beom Jin 
Lee, Beom Joon 

Lee, Bong Yang 
Lee, Byung Chul 
Lee, Byung Doo 
Lee, Byung Goo 
Lee, Byung In 
Lee, Byung Seong 
Lee, Byung Wan 
Lee, Certland 
Lee, Chae Yeon 
Lee, Chanll 
Lee, Chang Gil 
Lee, Chang Ho 
Lee, Chang Rae 
Lee, Chang Seong 
Lee, Chang Sik 

301,307,310, 329,333,347 
166 
80,227 
184 
165,175 
42,50,51 
348 
280 
119, 120 
388 
317,328 
322 
163,165 
105 
194 
222,388 
154 
268 
90 
267,268 
180,191 
268 
309 
84 
341 
234 
3,4,5 
23,31 

348,349 
29 
10 
81 
83, 181 
276 
87, 88,110 
277 
2 
115, 119 
81 
191, 192 
157,160,161,232 
349 
69 
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Lee, Chang Yoon 
Lee, Cheol Don 
Lee, Cheol Ho 
Lee, Cheol Kyu 

~~' ~~~i:il ~~~~t .... 
Lee, Cheol Soon (Andy C.) 
Lee, Cheol Woo 
Lee, Cheon Woo 
Lee, Cheon Young 
Lee, Chi Min ...... .. 

Lee, Chi Won 
Lee, Chong Min 
Lee, Chongsik Tailor 
Lee, Choon Jae 

~~~' ~~??11 ~~~ .. 
Lee, Choon Sam 
Lee, Choong Hwui 
Lee, Choong Nam 
Lee,DaeHo 

~~~,p~~ ~:'IP ..... . 
Lee,DaeWie 
Lee, Dae Yong 
Lee, Dal Yong 
Lee,Dan 
Lee,DeokGi 
Lee, Deok Hyo (Paul) 
Lee, Deok Hyun 
Lee, Deok Joon 
Lee, Deok Noh 

Lee, Deok Young 
Lee, Deuk Hyun 
Lee, Don Seong 
Lee, Dong Cheol 
Lee,DongHa 
.. ..... . .. .. ······ 
Lee, Dong Hee 
Lee, Dong Hwa 
Lee, Dong Hwan 
Lee, Dong Ile 
Lee, Dong Nyung 
.......... . ......... ..... ................. 

Lee, Dong Won 
Lee, Dong Woo 
Lee,Doyung 

Lee, Eon Joo 
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159 
348 
115, 116 
182 
125, 130 
69 
307,308 
167, 172, 173 
78 
352,355 
84 
226 
272, 320,326,333 
29 
17,20 
326 
348 
307 
319, 320,321, 342,343, 347 
387 
7 
119 
316 
162 
349 
115 
362 
21, 22, 188 
315,345,347,349 

116 
31 
185 
276 
84 
157,159,170,171,353 
272 
355 
255 
153 
147 
73,107,227,319 
258,259,349 
139, 201, 202, 203, 207, 209, 240, 242, 247, 248, 
372 
336 



Lee, Eui Jae 
Lee, Eui Shin 
Lee, Eun Ae Terry 
Lee,EunHah 

Lee,EunMoo 
Lee,EunWoo 
Lee, Eung Hwan 
Lee, Gap Cheol 

½~,9.:~\:X?.~~ .... 
Lee,HaSeok 
Lee,HaWoo 
Lee, Ha Young 
Lee,HaeWon 

~~, .~~ .. ~~····· 

Lee, Han Bong 
Lee, Han Dong 
Lee, Han Joo 
Lee,HanWon 

½~,~~~~}.'.~<>.~ .... 
Lee, Hang Seung 
Lee, Hang Woo 
Lee, Harry Sunmyung 
Lee, He Jin 
Lee,HeaLan 
Lee, HeeJa 
Lee, Hee Kyung 
Lee, Hee Sook 

Lee, Helen 
Lee, Helie 
Lee, Heon Yong 
Lee, Ho Jin 
Lee, Ho Jong 
Lee,HoSeok 
Lee, Ho Young 
Lee, Hoi Seong 
Lee, Hong Goo 
Lee, Hong Keun 
Lee, Hong Kyu 
Lee,HongRo 
Lee, Hong Won 
Lee, Hwa Jong 
Lee, Hyang Sook 

268 
318 

327 
361 
24,28,29 
109,110,272 
352 
202 
185,247 
230 
262 
304 
150,244,249 
27 
301 
29 
232, 276 
313,317,347,348 
145 
170 
227 
167,168,171,172,387 
18, 21 , 22 
338 
349 

276 
160, 161 
2, 78 
388 
362 
270 
126,387 
173 
153,215,235,383 
94 
124 
133 

272 
107 
347 

History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - INDEX - 35 



Lee, Hyo Jeong 
Lee, Hyo Joon (Paul) 
Lee, Hyo Soon 
Lee,HyunAe 

~~. :i:i:~9.:?.1.1 
Lee, Hyun Joo 
Lee, Hyun Min 
Lee, Hyun Roh 
Lee, Hyun Seok 

~~~.:i:i:~~ !.?.? .... 
Lee, Hyung Seok 
Lee, IlDong 
Lee, IlHwa 

Lee, In Tak 
Lee, In Young 
Lee, Jae Eun 
Lee, JaeHak 
Lee, Jae Hee 
Lee, JaeHo 
Lee, Jae Hwan 
Lee, Jae Hyun 

Lee, Jae Soo 
Lee,JaeWoo 
Lee, Jennifer 
Lee, Jeong Ae 
Lee, Jeong Bin 
Lee, Jeong Eun 
Lee, Jeong Hee 
Lee, Jeong Ho 
...... .. . ......... ··········· 
Lee, Jeong Hyun 
Lee, Jeong Ja 
Lee, Jeong Joo 
Lee, Jeong Min 
Lee, Jeong Nam 
.. --- . .. . . .. . .. . ·• .. .. ...................... . 

Lee, Jeong Rak 
Lee, Jeong Sik 
Lee, Jeong Sin 
Lee, Jeong Sook 
Lee, Jeong Woo 

36 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - INDEX 

339 
118 
81 
193 
203,265,272 
47,154,158 
24 
336,349 
326 
179 
93,291 
255 
266 

116,315 
341 
148 
171 
208,315 
360 
225,227,322,323,345 
129,130,201 
130,137,181 
110 

301,302 
146 
181, 182 
280 
181 
265 
166 
173,348 
208 
225,226 
165,167,171,172 
175,353 
266 
84 
24 
6,129,215 
182 
304, 348 
170 



Lee,JiHo 

Lee, Ji Hyun 

Lee,JinGoo 

Lee, Jin Kook (Jefl) 

Lee,JongHo 

Lee, Jong Hoon 

Lee, Jong Hwa 

~~. !'>.~~~~<I? .. 
Lee, Jong Man 

Lee, Jong Nam 

Lee, Jong Ryool 

Lee, Jong Seong 

~~. J<:>.~~~?.?.k. . 
Lee, Jong Woon 

Lee, Jong Yeol 

Lee, Jong Yeon 

Lee, Jong Yool 

Lee, Joo Heon 

Lee, Joo 11 

Lee, Joo Mi 

Lee, Joo Seok 

Lee,JooWon 

~~.J<:>.?.Y?.~~ .. 
Lee, JoonHo 

Lee, Jung Rae 

Lee, KangHo 

Lee, Kang Soo 

Lee,KehWol 

Lee,KehWon 

Lee,Keon 

Lee, Keon Hyung 

Lee, KeonJe 

Lee,KeumJa 

Lee, Keum Yong 

Lee, Keun 

Lee, Keun Hee 

Lee, Keun Pal 

Lee, Key Hyang 
.. ... ..... 
Lee, Ki Choon 

Lee, KiHo 

Lee,KiNam 

Lee, Ki Soo 

Lee,KonWoo 

360 
163,170 

2,3,324 
182 
17 
320,348 
112, 182 
327 
203 
249 
191,197 
100 

226 
353 
144,185,188,189,258 
189 
358,359, 362 
313 
177 
362 
362 
114 
337 
348 
276 
120 

31 
278 
315 
87 
166 
178 
205 
387 
129, 130, 133, 135 
171 
25,205,248,249, 291 
338 
327 
352 
84 
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Lee,Kwanll 
Lee, Kwang Eung 
Lee, Kwang Hyun 

Lee, Kwang Ja 

81 
321 
339,349 

148 

~e.e.,~:".'!J!l~J~e. }l,}}}, 13.4, 176, 185, 191, 192 
Lee, Kwang Jeong 123 

Lee, Kwang Pyo 
Lee, Kwang Seo 
Lee, Kwang Sik 

Lee, Kwang Soo (Choon Won) 
Lee,Kwok 

Lee,Kyeom 
Lee, Kyeon Ja 
Lee, Kyu Cheon 

~e.e., .~~.~:".'!J!l ... .. . 
Lee, Kyu Seok 
Lee,KyuTae 
Lee,KyuWon 

Lee, Kyung Ae 

~e.e., .~~~ .. C::~!J!l ..... 
Lee, Kyung Cheol 

Lee, Kyung Hak 
Lee, Kyung Hee 
Lee, Kyung Hwa 

~e.e., .~~~.!.~e. .... 
Lee, Kyung Mi 
Lee, Kyung Sik 

Lee, Kyung Sin 
Lee, Kyung Sook 

~e., ~~~ ~?.?~ .... 
Lee, Luda 
Lee, Mae Bang 
Lee, Man Keun 

Lee,ManSuk 

Lee, Matthew 
Lee,MiReuk 
Lee, Michel T. 
Lee,MinHee 

Lee,MinKi 
Lee, Min Seop 
Lee,MoHyun 

Lee, Moon Hwan 
Lee, Moon Hyung 

38 - History of Korean Americans in the Washington Area - INDEX 

179 
349 

185,186,187 
300,341 

276 
187 
348 

353 
29 
270,271 
165, 167, 171, 172 

385 
147,148 

353 
349 

353,355 

167 
291 
202 

112 
158,166,171,172,267,320 
174,182,183 
113,281 

363 
265 

180 
348 
120 

162 

275 
163 
291 
181 

353 
267,341 
226 

276 
166,170,171,172,258,259,272 



Lee,MoonJa 
Lee, Moon Jong 
Lee, Moon Yeol 
Lee, Moon Young 

~~' :ry1)'~ ~~~ . 
Lee, Myung Jin 
Lee, Myung Sook 
Lee, Nah Young 
Lee,NamSoo 

~~~,~~~Y. ... ..... 
Lee, Oh Young 
Lee,OkDong 
Lee, Ok Kyung 

Lee, Phil Sang 
Lee, Pyung Hwa 
Lee,RiMa 
Lee, Rok Young 

165 
277 
170 
136 
182 
333 
182 
146 
187 
283 
232 
27 
276 

148 
349 
361 
163 

~~' ~<l:~:13.?.l:l~ 228 
Lee, Samuel Kyuin 388 
Lee, Sang 169 
Lee, Sang Bae 271 
Lee, Sang Bok 267 

Lee, Sang H?. ............................... ........................... .................. .......................... ............. .......... ......... ... 12.5, .. ~2.9 
Lee, Sang Hoon 67, 98,260 
Lee, Sang Jae 2, 3 
Lee, Sang Nam 291 
Lee, SangOk 21,179 
Lee, Sang Yeol 209, 353 
................ ............................. 
Lee,Sarah 283 
Lee, Se Bang 
Lee, Se Hee 
Lee, Se Jin 
Lee, Se Yong 
........................................ 
Lee, Seo Koo 
Lee, Seo Ong 
Lee, Seo Ryong 
Lee, Seok Hae 
Lee, Seok Hee 

Lee, SeonAh 
Lee, Seon Goo 
Lee, SeonHo 

159,163 
306,316,329,333 
115 
176 
148 
121 
164 
94,97 
21,24,28,29, 124,288 
187 
189 
166 
333 
208,249 
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Lee,Seong 
Lee, Seong Beom 
Lee, Seong Eun 
Lee, Seong Hee 

~e.e., ~e.?.1:1¥.li? . 
Lee, Seong Hoon 
Lee, Seong Sik 
Lee, Seong Woo 
Lee, SeulKi 

~e., ~e.llJ:l~.<:ii~· ··· 
Lee, Seung Hee 
Lee, Seung Kyu 
Lee, Seung Man 
Lee, Seung Shik 

~e.e.,~e.llJ:l~ ~??. .... 
Lee, Seung Woo 
Lee, Seung Yeop 
Lee, Sharon 
Lee, Shin Beom 
Lee, Shin He 
Lee, Shin Koo 
Lee, Simon Soodong 
Lee, SooHan 

Lee, SooMan 
Lee, Soo Woong 
Lee, SookJa 
Lee, Sook Sun 

Lee, Soon Ho 
Lee, Soon Jae 
Lee, Soon Keun 
Lee, Soon Yong 
.. . .................................... 

Lee, Soon Young 
Lee, Steve 
Lee, SungW. 
Lee, Susan 
Lee, TaeHa 
Lee, TaeKoo 
Lee, Tae Kwon 
Lee, Tae Sik 
Lee, Tae Young 
Lee, Taek Hyung 
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276 
15, 17,207,325,369 
199 
133 
29,47, 129,247,288 
301,303,316,319,320,347 
176 
348 
172 
348 
67 
354 
144, 191,278, 361 
322 
3,4 
82,300 
305 
283 
136 
166,169,172,173 
335,336 
230,278 
272 
362 

188 
360,361,362,363 
113 

71 
301,302 
334 
103 
11 
18,166,167,170,257,360 
328 
277 
288,293 
272 
94 
47,61,203,204,248,249 
153 
132,257 
174,175,176 



Lee, TaekJe 
Lee, Taek Jeong 
Lee, Wan Soo 
Lee, Wan Yong 

i:,.~~. ~~~9:?.? ..... . 
Lee, Won Bin 
Lee, Won Cheol 
Lee, Won Hee 
Lee, Won Kook 

~~.~<>.1.1~yt1.ll . 
Lee, Won Ro 
Lee, Won Sang 

Lee, Won Seok 

Lee, Woo Gil 
Lee, Woo Hwoi 

Lee, Woon Se 
Lee, Woong Cheon 
Lee, Yangll 

Lee, Yong 
Lee, Yong Geol 
Lee, Yong Jin 
Lee, Yong Ki 

Lee, Yong Min 
...... .................... .......... 

Lee, Yong Soon 
Lee, YongTae 
Lee, Yong Woon 
Lee, Yoo Jeong 

Yoo Moon 
Lee, Yoo Seok 
Lee, Yoon Jeong (Lilly) 

Lee, Young Gi 
Lee, Young Goo 

Lee, Young Hee 

Lee, Young Ho 
Lee, Young Hoon 
Lee, Young 11 

166, 171, 172 
280 
144,192, 198,242,270,271 
2,3 

267 
95, 100 
184,264 
184 
164,169 
71, 95, 96, 97, 99, 103, 110, 138, 220, 226, 227, 
235,388 

86,255 
349 
265 
136 

265 
187 
347 
313 

313 
103 
144,187 
47 
104 
109 
4 

132 
1123 

191 
188,209 
250 
320 

103,291,300,306,310,313,314,315,316,320, 
328,347 
166,276,349 
80 
139,265,339 
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Lee, Young Jae 
Lee, Young Jak: 
Lee, Young Jin 
Lee, Young Keun 

~~~,yo~~lq1. ..... . 
Lee, Young Mi 
Lee, Young Min 
Lee, Young Seop 
Lee, Young Sik 

~~~.y()~~s.()() ··· ··· 
Lee, Young Sook 
Lee, Young Won 
Lee, Young Woo 
Lee, Younglin 

~~~•Yll!1.~ .. ~()?.½ .... 
Leigh, Young K. 

Lim, Edwin Youngwoo 
Lim,Miho 
Ma, Dong Seong 

~~.J<>.1:1~.1?. . 
Ma,JongKi 
Ma,Kyungll 
Ma,WonHee 
Ma, Young Ok 

~~. ~~~ S.~<>.~ 
Min, Deok Soon 
Min, Hak:Ki 
Min, HangKi 
Min,JaeHo 

Min, Soon Re 
Min, Young 
Min, Young Chan 

~i.1:1,Y?~~Si?<>. .... 
Min, YoungHwan 
Min, Younglk 
Mok,JinHew 
(Monk) Bo Hwa 
(Monk) Dae Haeng 
........ .... ................... ....... 
(Monk) Hae In 
(Monk) Heh Yang 
(Monk) Myul Jin 
(Monk) Neung Kwang 
Moon, Beom Kang 
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352,355 
245 
166,275 
299,301,303,341 
203,241 
24 
257 
101,309 
319,324,325,329,333,348 
301,306,315 
257 
245 
187 
119 
166,169,171,229 
292 
89,388 
120 
24,129 
116, 138, 144, 185 
159,170,173 
163,164,166,169 
346 
166 
153,230 
9 
309,347 
353 
31 

226,344 
170 
3 
369 
3, 4, 6 
1, 2,231,298,299 
352,353,355 
122 
122 
122 
122 
122 
259 
174 



Moon, Chang Man 
Moon, Cheol Ho 
Moon, Dong Hwan 
Moon, Dong Seok 
Moon, Hak: Joon 
Moon, Hee Dae 
Moon, Heung Taek 
Moon, Il Pyung 
Moon, Il Ryong 
Moon, In Gwui 
Moon, Ji Hyun 
Moon, Jihwan 
Moon, Kyung Won 
Moon,Mooll 

!Y:1-~?~, !'i~~!.~ .... 
Moon, Sang Cheol 
Moon, Seok Won 
Moon, Seong Hong 
Moon, Sun Hwa 

.~~?~, .~~ .. !'i~~···· 
Moon, Won Taek 
Moon, Yong Hee 
Moon, Yong Ho 
Moon, Young Sik 

~~~• .?.~~ .~~~?1 .... 
Myung, Keh Woong 
Myung, Thom W. 
Na, Kwang Sam 
Na, Richard Gak:soo 

Nah, Jae Hwan 
Nah, Jeong Yong 
Nah, Jin Sook 
Nah, Joon Goo 
Nah, Kwang Joon 
Nah, Won Joo 
Nah, YeonHwan 
Nah, Yeon Soo 
Nam,EikSoo 
Nam, Gi Young 
Nam,He Sook 
Nam, Hyun Sil 
Nam,JaeDoo 
Nam, Jae Joong 

226,345 
31 
136, 137, 145, 362 
153 
341 
186 
203,245,248,261, 382 
3 
275, 284,285 
173 
291 
120 
94 
109,167,169,172,192 
47 
261 
75 
81 
353 
235,311,315 
147 
182 
57 
301 
164, 172 
171 
318,338,348,388 
83,101,110 
272 
76 
272 
10 
97 
176 
184 
320 
349 
308 
133,136,205,225,249,272 
257 
321,322 
96 
169 
221 
99,221 
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Nam, Jeong Kil 
Nam, Jeong Koo 
Nam,KiMo 
Nam, Kyu Baek 

~cllll, ~a.1.1~ gh.e.?11 
Nam, Sang Don 
Nam, Sang Eul 
Nam, TaeHo 
Namgoong, Yeom 

~~lll~?°.11.~,.Ye.()11 .... 
Nidelinger, Sook Ja 
Noh, Chang Soo 
Noh, Dong Woo 
Noh, Gap Seong 

~()~'..~".'.'~~ ········ 
Noh, Hyung Geon 
Noh, Jeong Seon 
Noh, Jin Hwan 
Noh,Mini 

~o~,. J\4()() ~~ 
Noh, Sang Kook 
Noh, Si Chang 
Noh, Soon Koo 
Noh, Won Jin 

~°.~•X°.11~ ~e.()~ .. 
Oh,Andy 
Oh,BongSoo 
Oh, Byung Hyun 
Oh, Byung Kyo 
Oh, ChaeGi 
Oh, Chang Beom 
Oh, Chang Hee 
Oh, Chang Hwan 
Oh, Chang Soon 
Oh, Choong Hwan 
........ . . .... ..... ····· ··········· ····· 
Oh, Choong Yeol 
Oh, Dong Hyun 
Oh,EunTak 
Oh, Hak Keun (Harry K.) 
Oh, Joo 
Oh, 11 Yook 
Oh, In Sook 
Oh,JaeHwui 
Oh, Jeong Hyun 
Oh, Ji Sook 
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70 
339, 348 
310 
115, 116 
146,191 
141, 244, 249,272 
96 
170 
10 
29 
28 
71 , 387 
272 
361 
307 
181 
279 
19, 127, 128,147,247 
283 
38,143, 145, 229,260 
82 
31 
79 
98, 109, 192 
353 
265 
319,325, 349 
163 
272 
153 
181 
66,185,188 
234 
301 
120 
263, 269, 270 
315 
182 

15, 17 
227,347 
319,340 
83, 107 
175 



Oh,KeonSik 
Oh,KewiSe 
Oh, Ki Chang (John) 
Oh,KiSeo 

Kwan Sik 
Oh, Kwang Dong 
Oh, Kwang Seong 
Oh, Kwang Seop 
Oh, Kwang Soo 

Min Eon 
Oh, Moo Yowig 
Oh, Myung Woo 
Oh, SangSoo 
Oh, Sang Woo 
Oh, Se Ewig 

........ .......................... 

Oh, Se Gang 
Oh, Se Myung 
Oh, SeWoong 
Oh, Se Yi 

Oh, SooDong 
Oh, Soo Young 
Oh, Soon Keun 
Oh, Suk Bong 

Oh, Young Don 
Oh, YoungJa 
Oh, Young Kyung 

HanHeum ........................ 

Ok, II Seong 
Paik, Soon 

Pak, Esther 
Pak, Kwang Shin 
Pak, Yong Chan 
Pang, Charles E. 
Pang, Sunjoo 
Park,Ann 
Park,Anne 
Park, Baek Seon 
Park, Beom Goo 
Park, Beom Joon 
Park, Beom Sin 
Park, Bo Hwa 

86 
349 
23,24 
189 

269,272,348 
321,325 
94,95,97,99 

269 
269 
255 
337 
125,190 
349 
325,348 
21,22,43 
353 

232 
241 
120 
140,202,203,242,248,372,373 
277 
165,166,168,171,172 
111 
150 
337 
88 
170,242 
110, 158, 166, 167, 168, 169, 171, 172, 173,229, 
232 
257,297,298,299 
79,245,271 
192,196,310 
182,183,299,300,302 
34,5,231,298 
165,172 
167 
135,136,138,139,272 
IO 

352 
170 
272 
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Park, Bo Young 
Park, Bok Young 
Park, Bong Hee 
Park, Bong Nam 
Park, Boo Yeol 
. . . . . . .. . . . . ... ..... ................ . 

Park, Byung Chil 
Park, Byung Hee 
Park, Byung Soo 
Park, Byung Wan 

Park, Cha Seok 
Park, Chae Kon 
Park, Chan Do 
Park, Chan Hak 
Park, Chan Young 
Park, Cheol 
Park, Cheong 11 
Park, Cheong Ja 

Park, Chung K. 

Park, Chung Soo 
Daell 

Park, Dal Kyu 
Park, Dang Ho 
Park, Deok Won 
Park, Dok Jun 

Y~½,P?.~~ !~ ..... 
Park, Dong Seon 
Park, Ei Do 
Park, Emily Ryan (Eun Joo) 
Park, Esther 
Park, Eul Koo 
Park, Eun Hee 
Park, Eun Sik 
Park, Eun Soo 
Park, Eun Woo 
Park, Frank B. 
Park, Gap Young 
Park, Gi Ok 
Park, Gi Woong 
Park, Goon Ja 
Park, Gwui Hee 
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347 
301 
147 
226,344 
116 
353 
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267,268 
265 
83 
266 
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148 
292 
288 

19,23, 123,124,128,130,131,132,139,140,142, 
201,214,262,263,361,362 
165 
20,21,23,24 
101 
116 
348 
352 
95,97 
131,153,180,202,242,369,372 
24,156,190,200,201 
170 
290 
257,298,299 
268 
271 
7 

352,355 
72 

69, 70,91,93,94,95,200,387 
334,335,347 
277 
349 
266,267 
180 



Park, He Seon 
Park, Hee Choon 
Park, Hee Joo 
Park, Hee Man 

J:>tl!½. ~~~ ~~$ ... 
Park, Helen 
Park, Heung Joo 
Park, Heung Suk 
Park, Ho Seol 

J:>tl!½, ~() Y.()~$ 
Park, Hong 11 
Park, Hong Kyu 
Park, Hwa Kyu 
Park, Hyun Gook 

J:>tl!½, ~~!?<?~~···· 
Park, Hyung Keun 
Park, 11Ho 
Park, 11 Hong 
Park, 11 Woo 

J:>tl!½. ~~X<?~$ 
Park, In Beom 
Park,lnHwa 
Park, lnJa 
Park, InJoo 
Park, Inda Sue 
Park, lnduk 
Park, Jae Keun 
Park, Jae Min 
Park, Jae Reung 
Park, Jae Seon 
Park, Jae Won 
Park, JeMo 
Park, Jenny 
Park, Jeong Hwui 
Park, Jeong 11 

........ ... .......... 
Park, Jeong Ja 
Park, Jeong Ok 
Park, Jeong Yang (Juk Chun) 
Park, Ji Yong 
Park, Jin Cheol 
Park, Jin Hyun 
Park, Jin Kyu 
Park, Jin Woo 
Park, Jonathan 
Park, Jong Ahn 

255 
187 
261 
267 
312 
156 
262 
120 
144,307,308,311,312,321,347 
227 
98 
279 
193 
190,195,199 
321 
349 
134, 191 
337 
226 
148 
356 
261 
166,205 
301 
157, 161 
160,207, 217 
89 
321 
164,165,170 
46 
319,320,349 
89 
283 
269,272 
129 
182 
348 
2, 3,4,230 
120 
77 
197 
95 
302 
119, 120 
148 
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Park, Jong Ho 
Park, Jong Hwan 
Park, Jong Ki 
Park, Jong Sub 

P.a.!~!.?.~~ .. ~~····· 
Park, Jong Yeol 
Park, Joo Hyung 
Park, Joon Kyu 
Park, Joon Pyo 

P.a.!.~ .!.?.?~~.~e?.~ .... 
Park, Keh Soo 
Park, Keon Cheol 
Park, Keon Woo 
Park, Keum Soon 

Park, Ki Deok 
Park, Ki 1k 
Park, Kwan Boo 

P.~~ ~'Y.~~ f.'.~~ 
Park, Kwang Yeon 
Park, Kwon Seong 
Park, Kyeu Hoon 
Park, Kyu Eok 
Park, Kyu Sik 
.............................. 
Park, Kyung Bae 
Park, Kyung Ho 
Park, Kyung Hoon 
Park, Kyung Sin 
Park, Man Chui 
Park, Mi Yong 
Park, Michelle 
Park, Mihail 
Park, Min Cheol (Adam) 
Park, Min Seong 
.................................................. 
Park, Moon Kyu 
Park, Myong Ok 
Park, Nam Soo 
Park, No Seong 
Park, Noh Young 
Park, Ok Joo 
Park, Ok Kyung 
Park, Ok Young 
Park, Pyung Gook 
Park, Saeng Kyu 
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263 
271 
20 
319,324,325,347 
346 
66 
354,355 
30,130 
76, 112 
76 
20,288 
94 
153,323 
113 

338,349 
352 
288 
29, 76,288 
348 
107 
349 
138,202,,240,248,267 
44 
348 
280 
30 
107 
191 

28 
293 
173 
115 
107 
135,136,137,139,208 
96 
171,173 
187 
97 
361 
300,301 
257 
320,321,325,347,348,349 
272 



Park, Sam Soo 
Park, Sam Yeol 
Park, Sang Hyun 
Park, Sang Keun 

~~ts ~~~ :r.q ... 
Park, Se Cheol 
Park, Se Kwang 
Park, SeokKyu 
Park, Seok Moo 
Park, Seon Chan 
Park, Seon Ho 
Park, Seong Deok 
Park, Seong Keun 
Park, Seong Kil 

~~ts ~e.?.~~ ~()c:>~ . . 
Park, Seong Woo 
Park, Seung Bong 
Park, Seung Kwon 
Park, Seung Pil 

~~ts .~~ ~~e.?.~.(~cu.1-~e.Q .... 
Park, Shin 11 
Park, Shin Ja 
Park, Si Jeong 
Park, Sook Hee 

~~1s.~c:>()f1: ~~ .~~8.:11:~i.S?.°.) ... 
Park, Soon Y. 
Park, Sung Koo 
Park, Susan 
Park, Tae Hwa 

Park, Tae Woo 
Park, Ty 
Park, Wan Suh 
Park, Won Bong 
Park, Won Kyu (Walter K.) 

Park, Won Sik 
Park, Woo Y. 

J:>~½,X~~!~ 
Park, Yeon Soo 
Park, Yi Bong 
Park, YongHak 
Park, Yong Joon 
Park, YongMan 

349 
116 
123 
123 
202 
276 
221 
82,94,95, 138, 170 
276 
322,340 
133 
347 
187 
320,321,347 
349 
255 
5 

226 
168 
117 

103 
348 
170 
163 
117 
276 
119 
182 
121 

160 
170 

29,32,68 
15, 16, 17, 18,20,28,29,32,66,67,92, 125,181, 
207,213,214,215, 243,247,256 
139 
276 
165,167 
153 
304 
29 
267 
6 
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Park, Yong Suk (Simon) 
Park, Yoon Sam 
Park, Yoon Seok 
Park, Yoon Sik 
Park, Yoon Soo 
Park, Young Bae 
Park, Young Cheol 
Park, Young Hwan 
Park, Young Hyo 

r~k..Y.0 ':111~!.itl Q-.itl~a.~~~) .... 
Park, Young Kil 
Park, Young Seong 
Park, Young Sook 
Park, Yousan Clairu 
Penn,Su 
Phil, Yoo 11 
Phoo, C .. Sunju 
Pyen, Peter 
Pyon, Harold 

~~~,J~?.~~g~~ .. 
Rhee, Jin 
Rhee, Joon 
Rhee, Syngman 

Ro, SeWoong 
.. .. .......................... 
Ro, Young Chan 
Roh, Jennifer 
Roh, Kwang Wook 
Roh, TaeWoo 
Ryang, Ki Back .... ........................................ 

Ryu, Byung Hyun 
Ryu, IlHan 
Ryu, Jae Poong 
Seo, Deok Won 

LisaM. 
Seok, Bo Hwan 
Seok, Eun Ok 
Seok, Jin Young 
Seok, Sonia 
Seol, Eui Don 
Shim, Hyun Ja 
Shim, In Taek 
Shim, Jae Hoon 
Shim, Jae Kyun 
Shim, Jong Kyu 
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117 
75, 79 
104, 105 
99,276 
228,229,232,234,283,380 
187 
261,267 
184 
5 
161, 172 
139 
352 
159 
297,298 
1, 4,5,230,233,235,381 
301,302,309,318, 340 
276 
229,292 
222,292,293 
277 
173 
135, 147, 184,200,235,264,281,288, 291 
1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 21, 22, 30, 66, 123, 124, 
142,154,231,235,368 
172,173 
178,232,276,340 
276 
20,126,127,201,247 
139,140,242 
154 
139, 153 
160 
242,315,316,320 
275 

170 
159 
29 
69 
354 
265 
269 
267 
348 



Shim, Ki Seop 
Shim, Man Soo 
Shim, Woo Seop 
Shim, Yoon Taek 
Shin,AeNa 
Shin, Baek Hyo 
Shin, Bong Ho 
Shin, Bong Joo 
Shin, Byung Hyun 

~~ •. <:;~?°.:~ ~~~···· 
Shin, Choon Boon 
Shin, Clara 
Shin, Dae Sik 
Shin, Dae Yong 

S~,I.?~?~Y()11.~ .... 
Shin, Dong Chun 
Shin, Dong Soo 
Shin, Dong Won 
Shin, Eui Woong 

Eun Ji 
······ ··············· 

Shin, Han Soo 
Shin, Hee Soo 
Shin, Helen 
Shin, Heon 

Hoo Sik 
··············· ········ 

Shin, Hyun Chan 
Shin, Hyun Ho 
Shin, Hyun Hwak 
Shin, Hyun Il 

~liitl .. ~~.J\1~ (~~?.11.) .. .. 
Shin, Hyun S. 
Shin, Hyun Seung 
Shin, Hyung Wook 
Shin, 1k Hoon 
Shin, In Sik 
Shin, In Soon 
Shin, Jelm 
Shin, Jeong 
Shin, Jeong Soon 

Jik Soo 
Shin, Jong Hoon 
Shin, Keon Seok 
Shin, Ko Seong 
Shin, Kyun Kyo 
Shin, Kyung Hee 

135, 136, 163 
99,105,388 
78, 107 
315,320,321,347 
30 
277 
327 
276,301, 303,304, 327,347 
125 
167 
167, 172 
275 
57, 128, 130, 135 
307 
209 
119 
80,99, 382 
21 
305,306,347 
337 
215 
173 
267 

348 
261 
130 
387 
117 
276 
301 
80 
349 

176 
10 

166 
187 
120 
246,271 
67 
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Shin, Kyung Rim 
Shin, Kyung Sup 
Shin, Min Cheol 
Shin, Moon Hee 
Shin, Moon Sook 
· ·· ···· ··· ··· ····· ·· ·· ·· ···· ·· ·· ···· ········· ····· 
Shin, Myung Jin 
Shin, Paul Hobum 
Shin, Peter H. 
Shin, Pil Young 

Shin, Sang Hew 
Shin, Sang Kyu 
Shin, Sang Seop 
Shin, Seon Ja 

Seon Sook 
Shin, Seong Goo 
Shin, Seong Kook 
Shin, Seung Kyu 
Shin, Soo Jeong 

.~.~~ .. ~~.J??.~~··· ·· 
Shin, Tae Min 
Shin, Taek Soo 
Shin, Woo Sik (Thomas) 
Shin, Yo Seop 

~~,Y.?11:~ ~~~ ···· 
Shin, Young Ok 
Shon, Hyong Shick 
Sin Hwa 
Snyder,Ann 

~?~ .. ~~~I-I\Vct···· 
So, Ji Young 
Soh, Ok Cha 
Sohn, Byung Chan 
Sohn, Chi Yong 
Sohn, David Y. 
Sohn,InHwa 
Sohn, Jang Rae 
Sohn, Jeong Rim 
Sohn, Ji Eon 
Sohn,MiRan 
Sohn,MokJa 
Sohn, Monica 
Sohn, Sang Hyuk 
Sohn, Sang Woong 
Sohn, Soon Hee 
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259 
193,196 
70 
277 

388 
226,345 
230 
227,243, 244,259,264,292 
189,190,191,192,195, 198,202,2003,242,248, 
372 
95 
301 
261 
191 

226,345 
69 
120 
165 
95,249 
147 
327 
117 
227 
276 
196 
88, 181 
210 

357,359,362,363 
31 
318 
259 
26 
280 
193,219,278,343 
80,95 
139 
182 
166,167,169, 171, 172, 173 
167 
229,234 
165 
277 
80 

143,151,175,244,250 



Sohn, Won II 
Son, Chung Mu 
Son, Kyung Jun 
Song, Cathy 

~()11:~,.~~~~t~()? .... 
Song, Coil 
Song, Do Sil 
Song, Han Kyu 
Song,Hyun 

~?11:~,.J::I~t?; ~()(:)~···· 
Song, In Bok 
Song,lnKyu 
Song, Jae Hong 
Song, Jae Seong 

~?11:~, !~?I: .. 
Song,JeOh 
Song, Jie Kyung 
Song, Jong Ho 
Song, Jong 1k: 

~?11:~,.!?.() J::Ie> 
Song, Joo Sub 
Song, Keon Ho 
Song, Keon Won 
Song, Ki Yoon 

~?fl:~, ~Y()P()l:~ ..... 
Song, Moon Seop 
Song, Sang Ok 
Song, Sang Rhe 
Song, Seong Ho 

~?11:~! ~()() 
Song, Soo Keun 
Song, Soon Seop 
Song, Soon Tae 
Song, TaeOh 
Song, Weol Joo 

. . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Song, Yo Chan 
Song, Yo Taek 
Song, Young Bong 
Song, Young Geol 
Song, Young Seon 
.. .. ..... .. .. .............. ............ . 
Steil, Young 
Suh, Bo Chang 
Suh, Bong Rae 
Suh, Bong Won 
Suh, Choon Taik 

16 
191 
116,269,271 
161, 162 
335,348 
348 
257 
31 
191,197 
75 
164,165,169 
107 
358 
189 
283 
98 
138,203,245,249 
348 
9 

182 
59,223, 279 
136 
353 
207 
361 
88,94 
159, 163, 173 
96 
172 
347 
352 
226 
163 
338 
121 
98 
291 
123 
103 
309 
357,359 
97 
121 
123 
19,28, 76,92,98, 156,184, 247 
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Suh, Chung Ja 
Suh, Dae Dong 
Suh, Dae Sook 
Suh,DoHo 

~~ .. P?.1:1~ §.~?.~ 
Suh, Dong Soon 
Suh, Doo Hyun 
Suh,HyoWon 
Suh, Hyuk Kyo 

.~~ ... !~~.~i~.Q>lii.lip.!~iS.~?.1:1) .... 
Suh, Jae Woong 
Suh, Jeong Goo 
Suh, Jeong 1k 
Suh, Jeong Moon 

~~ .. !°.8.~P.~ 
Suh, Kwang Beom 
Suh, Kyung Seok 
Suh, Se Won 
Suh, Seong Mi 
Suh, So Sik 
Suh, Soon He 
Suh, Yoo Woong 
Suh, Young Hae 
Sun, Yoon Kyung 

.~~~• .. 1-9. .. ~()()J:l ····· 
Sung, KiJo 
Sung,KiWon 
Sung, Moo Yeol 
Sung, Nak Bong 

~~~ •. ~~<:>J:l~~~ ···· 
Sung, Soo Dong 
Sung, TaeS. 
Tak, Byung Gap 
Tak, Jae Heon 
Um, Sung Hyun 
···· ··· . . ··· ······························ 
Un,JungKi 
Wang, Janet 
Wang, Young Soo 
Wee,JinRok 
Whitaker, Soo Young 
... . 

Won, Deok Joong 
Won,InSook 
Won, Jong Chan 
Won, Kyung Ae 
Won, Kyung Ja 
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226,345 
111 
215 
176 
264 
201 
321 
353 
146 
1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 11, 235, 297 
184 
226 
318,324,347 
308 
292 
1, 3, 4, 5 
136 
70 
311 
325,326,347 
177 
135, 136, 139, 201 
268,292 
66, 82,291 
181, 182 
172 
10 
225 
349 
208 
204,268 
314 
136, 139 
146 
119 
272 
265 
114, 147,208 
164 
27,28,292 
291 
147,181 
154 
164 
346 



Won, UngSik 
Woo, GalTae 
Woo, Jeong Min 
Woo, Jong Goo 

~??,.~"'~~~?~ ... 
Woo, Man Hyung 
Woo, Myung Ja 
Woo, Soo Myung 
Woo, SoonJa 

Soon Won 
Woo, Tae Chang 
Woo, Tina 
Yang, Chang Hoon 
Yang, Choon Hee 

.Y.~~'. ~~??1:1:.~? 
Yang, Dong Ja 
Yang, Doo Won 
Yang,Eun 
Yang, Eun Sook 

.Y.~~' 1::I.~~ ~~?1:1: .. .. 
Yang, Hee Saeng 
Yang, Heh Kyung 
Yang, 11 Dong 
Yang, IlNam 

.Y.~~,~~~?~ ... 
Yang, Jae Hyuk 
Yang, Keun Hwan 
Yang, Ki Baek (Key P.) 
Yang, Kuk-Joo 

Yan~, ~"'~~ J::I.? . 
Yang, Kyung Gap 
Yang,MiRa 
Yang, Seong Cheol 
Yang, Seong Ho 

yan~, .. ~~?~~.Y'!o?. ...... . 
Yang, Seong Yeon 
Yang, Seung Kil 
Yang, Seung Yeop 
Yang, Sook Hee 
Yang, Sung Won 
..... .. ..... ..... . ... 
Yang, Wan Joo 
Yang, Won Sik 
Yang, Yoo Chan 
Yang, Young Cheol 
Yeo, Byung Hyun 

267,284,388 
9 

182 
69 
265 
255 
98 
97 

187,189,268 
347 
55 
181, 182 
103 
134, 264, 276 
129 
283 
28 
76 
270 
348 
125 
349 
266 
182 
180 
17,20,66,215,288 
104 

74, 75,94,95,97 
302 
173, 181, 182 
153,355,370 
166 
160 
79 
229,258 
183 
19,156 
70 
119 
173 
20,21, 124 
321, 348, 353 
5 
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Yeo, Jeong Sil 
Yeo, Seung Joo 
Yeo, Woon Se 
Yeo, Woon Tae 

Y.e.?<Y.?~~ ~°- .. 
Yeom, Gi Beom 
Yeom, Hyang Kyun 
Yeom, In Taek 
Yeom, Joon Oh 

Ye.?~, Y.?~~.~~ ···· 
Yeon,HaGoo 
Yi, Jeunghwa Elmeijad 
Yim, Chang Hyun 

Yim, James Chu 
Yim, Peter W. 
Yoo, Bang Yeol 
Yoo, Bong Ryeol 
Yoo, Byoung Hwan 

Y.°.°.• .~Y.11-11.~.9.i .... 
Yoo, Byung Hyun 
Yoo, Charles C. 
Yoo, Chi Man 
Yoo, Chun Chong 

Yoo, Dong Keun 
Yoo, Eun Kyung 
Yoo, Eun Young 
Yoo, Eung Deok 

............................ 
Yoo, Gil Joon 
Yoo,HanSik 
Yoo, He Kyung 

Yoo, Hwan Seong 
Yoo,HyunAh 
Yoo,IlHan 
Yoo,InGook 
Yoo,Ja Yeol 
Yoo,JaeGon 
Yoo, Jae Sik 
Yoo, Jae Young 
Yoo, Jang Kyun 
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261 
67,95 
272 
315 
276 
349 
240,291 
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150 
21 
146,234 
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387 
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79 
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352 
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208 
313 

288 
363 
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349 
181 
111 
187,246 
1 
209 
234 
362 

265 
181 
10 
164,169 
301,303,304 
333,347 
115 
352,353,355 
173 



Yoo, Jang Yeol 
Yoo, Jeon Saeng 
Yoo, Jeong Joo 
Yoo, Jeong Sik 

Y.??.,!!.f:!?1.1~ .... 
Yoo, JiHoon 
Yoo, Jin Dae 
Yoo,JinOh 
Yoo,John 

Y.??., .!?1.1$ .f:I~ 
Yoo, Jong Soo 
Yoo,Ken 
Yoo, Keon Won 
Yoo,KiHong 

Kwanll 
Yoo,Kwang 
Yoo, Kyung Chan 
Yoo, Kyung Sang 
Yoo,MiRi 

Y.??,.1\1)'1:111$ <::'.?~?~ 
Yoo,OkHyun 
Yoo, Sang Soo 
Yoo, Sang Yeol 
Yoo, Seon Kyu 

Yoo, Seong Beom 
Yoo, Seong Geon 
Yoo, Seong Ho 
Yoo, Seong Joon 
Yoo, Seong Kyu 

...... ....................... 
Yoo, Seung Hoon 
Yoo, Shin Nyeon 
Yoo,Simon 
Yoo, SooJa 
Yoo, Sook Hee 
Yoo, Soon Mi 
Yoo, Suk Hee 
Yoo, Sul Ja Chin 
Yoo, TaeHee 
Yoo, Yang Hui Park 
Yoo, Young Ah 
Yoo, Young Kyu 
Yoo, Young Moo 
Yoo, Young Wee 
Yoo, Young Yeol 

226 
265 
353 
266 
186, 187 
123 
81 
341 
274 
153 
272 
277 
356 

341 
166,169,172 
30 
326 
349 
310, 317, 348, 349 
103 
267 
362 

255 
164 
354 
78 
358 
337 
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334 
167 
205 
259 
133, 190, 193, 194 
167 
190,193 
166,167,172,173,388 
164,169 
363 
300 
348 
81 
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Yook, Jong Ho 
Yoon,Bo Sun 
Yoon, Bong Kil 
Yoon, Bong Ro 

Y<><>~,.~<>() ~~°.P ...... . 
Yoon, Byung Goo 
Yoon, Byung Nam 
Yoon; Chang Gill 
Yoon, Chang Ho 

y()()~, ~~~¥ !~()~& . 
Yoon, Chi Ho 
Yoon, Chi Young 
Yoon, Dong Pil 
Yoon, Hae Goo 

y()()~,.Ii:: !:()~~···· 
Yoon, Hee Kyun 
Yoon, Hee Moon 
Yoon,Hoon 
Yoon, 11 Sang 
Yoon,lnBae 
Yoon, Jae Hwan 
Yoon, Jeong Sik 
Yoon, Jeong Tae 
Yoon, Ji Hyun 
Yoon, Ji Hyun (Jacob) 
················································ ········· ··· ····· ··· 
Yoon, JiWon 
Yoon, Jong Keon 
Yoon, Joo Deok 
Yoon, Kwang Woong 

y()()~, ~~~~~ .. 
Yoon, Kyung Rim 
Yoon,Mia 
Yoon, Myung Heon 
Yoon, Myung Ho 
Yoon, Myung Hoon 
Yoon, Myung Ja 
Yoon, Nam Sik 
Yoon, Phillip 
Yoon, Sam Kyun 
Yoon, Sang Ji 
...................................... 
Yoon, Se Hwa 
Yoon, SeokWon 
Yoon, Seong Chae 
Yoon, Seong Sook 
Yoon, Soon Kyu 
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249 
201 
252 
292 
315,349 
12 
91 
224,388 
191 
277 
297 
8 
352 
24 
165 
187,387 
82 
188, 189 
93, 181, 182, 284 
291,301,302 
361 . 

4,5 
81,94,97 
291 
115, 118 
98 
126 
291,301 
260,261 
349 
174,175,176 
162 
181 
71, 93 
182 
164,349 
179 
276 
173,174,176, 180,184, 200 
113 
257 
349 
353 
176 
99 



Yoon, Tae Sile 
Yoon, Won Shik 
Yoon, Yang Goo 
Yoon, Yeo Cheon 

y()():11:,Y.():11:~ !?.?1:1 .... 
Yoon, Yoo Sile 
Yoon, Young Bong 
Yoon, Young Hee 
Yoon, YoungJa 

Y.o?~Y.?~~ !c.Y.? .... 
Yun, Hark Jae 

225,227 
318 
346 
69 
276 
292 
69 
348 
111 
20, 21, 24 
165,166,169,171,172,203,232,243,245,264, 
267,374,387 
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Contributors in Publication of 
the Korean American History (1883-2005) 

Alex & Kay Kihwa Chong-Lee 

Angela & James Inhwa Chong 

Asian American Arts Center (Soon He Suh, Hyung Joo Cho) 

Ben Inwook Hur 

Chang Hwan Choi, Moon Ja Choi 

Chang Hyun Yim, Jennifer R. Kim 

Chong Man Chong 

Chun & Associates, LLC (Jong Joon Chun) 

Council of Korean Churches in Greater Washington 

EdB. Chung 

Eun Ae Lee Terry 

First Korean United Meth. Church (Rev. Sung Ho Chung) 

Frank B. Park 

General Auto Body Shop (Hyun Il Shin) 

Global Mission Church (Rev. Man Poong Kim) 

Han Sung Oak Restaurant (Keun Hee Lee) 

Hark Jae Yun 

Hee Kyun Yoon 

Hillandale Pharmacy, Inc. (Dae Sup Lee, Hea Lan Lee) 

Ho Kwan Kang 

Ho Young Lee 

HwanKooBam 

Hye Sook Han 

Hyun Joon Hwang, Gina Hwang 

James Chu Yim 

Joon Hyung Park 

Joseph Keunjo Bang, Helen Heesook Kim 

Jung Tae Kim 

Kap Jin Chung 

Ki Duk Han 

Ki-Sa-Seng Hwe (Kap Sok Kim) 

Korean American Association in Washington Metro. Area 

Korean American Association of S. Maryland 

Korean Central Presb. Church (Rev. Chang Soo Noh) 

Korean United Method. Church ofGW (Rev. Young Bong Kim) 

$250.00 

$250.00 

$200.00 

$500.00 

$100.00 

$200.00 

$100.00 

$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$1 ,000.00 

$300.00 

$400.00 

$200.00 

. $300.00 

$900.00 

$200.00 

$500.00 

$200.00 

$700.00 

$200.00 

$100.00 

$200.00 

$500.00 

$200.00 

$100.00 

$500.00 

$300.00 

$100.00 

$200.00 

$500.00 

$200.00 

$1,000.00 

$1 ,000.00 

$1 ,000.00 

$1,000.00 



Kyu Sup Chung 

Logos Ministry (Rev. 11 Hyung Chiang) 

Man Chul Park 

McLean Korean Presb. Church (Rev. Jung W. Kim) 

Moon Sook Shin 

Northern VA Korean Presb. Church (Rev. Kyoung Mok Kim) 

Organization of Korean American Women 

Paul Byunghee Lee 

Peter Dong Hwan Kwon 

Popular Song Fellowship 

Samuel Kyuin Lee 

SangDoo Han 

Seh Sun Global Mission (Rev. Moon Kyu Hwang) 

Sekwon Kenneth Chong 

Shining Star Community Church (Rev. Edwin Youngwoo Lim) 

Tae Kyung Kwon 

The Light of the World Int Mission (Rev. Man Soo Shim) 

The Washington Korean Dance Co. (Eun Soo Kim) 

Thom W. Myung 

Uni Auto Body (Chang Gill Yoon) 

Ung SikWon 

VA Korean Bakery Inc. (Ho Jin Lee) 

Wesley K. Hong 

Won Sang Lee 

Woong Joe Kang 

Yang Hui Yoo-Park 

Young Cheon Kim 

$200.00 

$200.00 

$100.00 

$200.00 

$300.00 

$200.00 

$300.00 

$200.00 

$200.00 

$200.00 

$100.00 

$500.00 

$200.00 

$4,000.00 

$500.00 

$200.00 

$200.00 

$200.00 

$3,000.00 

$200.00 

$300.00 

$100.00 

$200.00 

$200.00 

$2,000.00 

$100.00 

$500.00 
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eyond 40 Years · 

As Korea has emerged to stand tall in the world today, 

Korean Air reflects this growing profile and represents unmatched 

world-class service, from the terminal to the air to the ground. 

We are proud to reflect the best of Korea, with our best Korean Air. 
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www.koreanair.com 

Excellence in Flight 
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